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Warm-Up: 

As a parent, have you ever had your child get a white shirt really dirty, say, by wallowing in the mud? (Or maybe it’s happened to you!) The shirt is really filthy. In fact, it’s so dirty you wash it separately so it doesn’t interfere with getting your other whites clean. When it comes out of the dryer, it looks pretty good. That is, until you lay it side by side with a white shirt that has never gotten dirty. Then you can see just how much the shirt is affected – you will never be able to wash those stains out to make it look new again no matter how much you try. You need a new shirt.
Read: Mark 9:2-10

Observation (What happened?): 

In Matthew 17:1-9, what additional detail is given about Jesus when he is transfigured?

What did the voice from the cloud tell the disciples to do?
Interpretation (What does it mean?): 

Why do you think Jesus showed his glory to Peter, James, and John when afterwards he told them to tell no one?

What do you suppose Jesus, Moses, and Elijah were talking about?
Insight:

Isn’t it interesting that Moses and Elijah were the ones who appeared with Jesus at his transfiguration? Why these two? Because they were the two key human links in the chain of God’s redemptive plan. Moses received the divine law directly from God. He transcribed it and taught it to the Israelites. Elijah was the greatest of the prophets. He pointed the Israelites back to the law and obedience, but also forward to the coming of the Lord (see Malachi 4:5 and Matthew 11:1-14). Jesus came to satisfy the law’s demands for sinless perfection. He even said so earlier in his ministry, in Matthew 5:17. So at the top of the mountain the disciples saw the full spectrum of God’s design – Moses establishing the law; Elijah calling to repentance according to the law; Jesus fulfilling the law. What a consistent and compassionate God we get to know!

Application (What does it mean to me?):

When do you spend time listening to Jesus? Do you have a particular place and time?

Pray for the children in your group to realize what a special friend Jesus can be, and for them to develop that friendship.
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