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Take Home Point: *We are here to become like Christ.      
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.       
Bible Event: 2 Corinthians 3:18b, Philippians 2:5-8
Key Verse: Philippians 2:5: “Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.”
We will help kids know: 

· We need to rely on the Holy Spirit to change us.

· We learn from the Bible what Jesus is like.

· We need to do what Jesus did in difficult circumstances.        

We will help kids feel:
· Excited to follow Jesus as someone they desire to become like.

· Awed that Jesus himself wants to live in us.             

We will help kids do:
· Identify heroes they have tried to imitate.

· Identify and share practical ways they can imitate Jesus.

Make a tangram puzzle to remind them that, just like Jesus, they are a light to the world.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	3


	What makes a superhero super? Pretend Jesus is a superhero in your grade. What would he do as a superhero? Do you want to be a superhero too? With the Holy Spirit working in us, we can become like Jesus.
	· no supplies needed



	Large Group
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	4

8-9

10-11

12-13


	Overview

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Gets Transformed”
Dramatic Presentation: “Becoming Like Christ” 

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Gets Transformed” Conclusion


	· Gordy

· transporter 
· mystery box with script for dramatic presentation inside

· empty clear two-liter bottle with a screw on cap 

· two-liter bottle filled with one-half isopropyl alcohol and one-half water (This bottle needs to be covered with paper that reads “The Holy Spirit.)

· funnel

· envelope filled with metallic confetti (Especially effective would be cross-shaped confetti.)

· Bible

· candle in a candle holder

· match

	Small Group Application
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	4-6


	The children will put together a puzzle that, when solved, shows that Jesus is the light of the world. God has a purpose for us—to become like Christ. Just like Jesus is the light, he can shine inside us and we can be the light to shine in the world.


	· tangram pattern (see page 7) on cardstock for each child

· scissors

· tangram puzzle solutions for each shepherd

· envelopes or paper clips to transport tangram pieces home with children


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Who is your favorite superhero? Or who was your favorite superhero when you were younger? 

What is it that makes this character your favorite superhero? (Stronger than most people, saves others, rescues people, etc.)
Get to know one another by finding out about one another’s superhero. Then use some of the questions below to talk about the kids’ relationship with Jesus.

Pretend Jesus is a superhero in the ____ grade (fill in the grade of the students in class). What are things Jesus does as a superhero? (He saves us, protects us, loves us, helps us, etc.)

Can you share a time when you depended on Jesus to be your superhero?

Do you want to be a superhero too? How can we be superheroes? (Use the events in our daily lives to do God’s work and help others.)
Is there a “handbook” on how to be a superhero like Jesus? (Yes, the Bible. When we read it and study it we learn how to be a superhero to others like Jesus is to us.)
How can we be a superhero to others like Jesus is to us? (We can love others and help others.) Can we be superheroes on our own? (No, we need to allow the Holy Spirit to work in us to help us become like Jesus since we cannot do it alone.)

Today we will learn that *we are here to become like Christ.

Large Group: 20-30 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
Songs

Offering

Prayer Introducing Take Home Point: *We are here to become like Christ.

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Gets Transformed”
Gordy wants to ride in the transporter. Instead, Mr. King tells him he can be transformed, or can become like Christ.

Dramatic Presentation: “Becoming Like Christ” 

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Gets Transformed” Conclusion

Gordy learns that we become like Christ when we are filled with the Holy Spirit, read the Bible, and grow in character through circumstances.

Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?
What are the three tools God uses to transform us and make us more like Christ? (Use the bottle illustration from large group to help kids remember. The Holy Spirit as the bottle filled with water, circumstances as shown in shaking up the bottle, and the Bible.)
Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
How does the Holy Spirit help us be more like Christ? (The Holy Spirit helps us believe in Jesus and fills us with his presence. Then our image begins to look more like Christ. 2 Corinthians 3:18b “We are being changed into his image with ever-increasing glory. This comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”) 

How does the Bible help us be more like Christ? (It teaches us the truth about Jesus and how to follow him.)

How do circumstances help us be more like Christ? (God sometimes shakes us up with problems so we depend more on him, just like Jesus did.)

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?
Application Activity:  

Pass out a tangram for each child. Then say: 

Think of this puzzle as an important purpose that God has for you. But you need to figure it out. Here are some clues:  

1. To become like Christ, Jesus would have to live within us. If Jesus is the light of the world, what are we? (The light of the world as well.)

2. The Bible teaches us more about Jesus. We need to read it to become more like Christ. What was sitting on top of the Bible during large group? (A candle.)

3. This puzzle is called a tangram. Cut it out and mix up the pieces. Now try to make a candle like this picture. (Show Illustration A on page 7 without showing Illustration B.) You might be able to do it if you line up the mystery words. In a few minutes I will show you an outline of the candle that will help you.
Allow a few minutes for the children to work. Then show Illustration B as a solution.

How is this puzzle game like Jesus Christ in our lives? (God has a purpose for us. We are here to become like Christ. Just like Jesus is the light, he can shine inside us and we can be the light to shine in the world.)

Give examples of how kids your age can let their light shine to world. 

(Serve others, let others go first, etc.)

To become like Jesus the Bible says we should “have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Although he was in the form of God and equal with God…he emptied himself by taking on the form of a servant…He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8.)
What was Jesus’ attitude? (Philippians 2:7. To be humble like a servant.)

When you resemble Jesus you will be a light to the world. Philippians 2:15b says, “You will shine like stars among them in the world.” Share an example of a way that you have become more like Christ and demonstrated a humble attitude.

Today we learned that *we are here to become like Christ. When you let your light shine in front of people, they will see the good that you do and praise your Father in heaven.

Pass out envelopes or paper clips so the kids might take their tangrams home.

Prayer Time: 

Thank God for the Holy Spirit, the Bible, and circumstances in our lives that teach us to be more like Jesus. Pray for humble attitudes like Christ to show service and love to one another.
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Tangram Pattern: 
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Tangram Solution:



“Gordy Gets Transformed”

Puppet Presentation
The backdrop for the “YMI Here” Series is a Star Trek-like transporter machine. See  Lesson 2 for suggested materials and set design.
Gordy:
Hi, Mr. King! 

Mr. King:
Hi, Gordy.
Gordy:
Mr. King, I have a question for you.

Mr. King:
Okay, Gordy, but first I have a few questions for you.
Gordy:
For me?

Mr. King:
Yes.

Gordy:
Okay, you first.

Mr. King:
We’ve been talking about “why am I here?” We want to know what God’s purpose is for us. We have used our imaginations and this transporter to learn what God’s purpose is for us. 

Gordy:
Right. “Why am I here?”

Mr. King:
Two weeks ago we learned that we are here to love God. What was the word we used to describe that?

Gordy:
Easy! Worship.

Mr. King:
Okay. Last week we learned that we are here to be part of God’s family and that we need each other. What was the word that reminded us of that?
Gordy:
Potluck dinner!

Mr. King:
No, it was fellowship.

Gordy:
Oh. Well, I was close.

Mr. King:
And this week we’re going to learn about the word “discipleship,” which means *we are here to become like Christ. 

Now, Gordy, what’s your question?
Gordy:
Can I ride in the transporter?

Mr. King:
Why do you want to do that?

Gordy:
I think it would be cool to suddenly be somewhere else.

Mr. King:
I don’t think we can get you transported but I do think we can get you transformed.  

Gordy:
Transformed?! What is that about?

Mr. King:
Well, you can get transformed, which means you can change to become like Christ.

Gordy:
Cool! Does that mean I’ll have a beard?

Mr. King:
Not exactly.

Gordy:
Oh. Does that mean I’ll be able to point my finger and zap people?

Mr. King:
What do you mean?

Gordy:
You know, like superheroes that zap the bad guys just by pointing a finger at them and knocking ‘em down.

Mr. King:
Gordy, Jesus never did that.

Gordy:
Yeah, but he could have. That’s what I would have done. If I get to be like Jesus, I want a zapper.

Mr. King:
You get to be like Jesus, but you don’t get a zapper. As a matter of fact, God created you for the purpose of becoming like Christ. 

Gordy:
But I don’t get a beard and I don’t get a zapper? 

Mr. King:
No. You get changed on the inside.

Gordy:
What do you mean?

Mr. King:
Let’s see if we can transport our mystery box in and I’ll show you. 

(The lights flicker and any other special effects, such as smoke or strobe lights, are added while the mystery box appears in the transporter.)

“Becoming Like Christ”
Dramatic Presentation
Inside the mystery box are the following objects: 

· An empty clear two-liter bottle with a screw on cap 

· A two-liter bottle filled with one-half isopropyl alcohol and one-half water (This bottle needs to be covered with paper that reads “The Holy Spirit.)

· A funnel

· An envelope filled with metallic confetti (Especially effective would be cross shaped confetti.)

· Bible

· Candle in a candle holder

· A match

The following script is pulled out of the mystery box and read like directions. 

Mr. King:
This is directions for how someone is to become like Christ. First, begin with the empty bottle—that’s you. Our lives are empty until God fills us with his presence. He does that by sending his Holy Spirit into our lives. (Places funnel into opening of the empty two-liter bottle, and pours in the “Holy Spirit mix.”) The Holy Spirit comes to us so we can believe and trust in Jesus. 

(Pours the confetti into the two-liter bottle and replaces cap.) The Holy Spirit fills us with Jesus, who gave his life for us and now lives in us. When you trust in Jesus as your Savior, you believe that he died on the cross to take away your sin. You also believe he is alive and will live in your heart. Then you start to change. You begin to look and act more like Jesus. This is just like this confetti in the bottle. The Bible says, “We are being changed into his image with ever-increasing glory. This comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18b.)

Sometimes God will shake us up to make us more like Jesus. (Shakes the two-liter bottle.) He might shake us up with problems. God has a purpose behind every bad thing that happens to us. He can use these things to develop our character. God wants us to turn and run to him when we have bad times. But God does not allow any problem without his permission. He uses problems for good even when Satan or others want to hurt or harm us.  

God can bring good out of the ugliest or worst problems. He proved this when Jesus rose to life again after he died so horribly on the cross. Jesus had an attitude of being a servant and being obedient to what God wanted when he went to the cross. We can become like Christ and do the same. The Bible says in Philippians 2:5, “Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.” 

Since God intends to make us like Jesus, we may have to go through some of the same things Jesus did. Jesus was tempted, was lonely at times, was criticized and rejected. But even when God allows bad things to happen to us, he promises to always be with us. God will give us the power to respond to circumstances like Jesus would. Jesus focused on God’s plan not his pain. That is how he could endure the cross for us. 

(Takes the Bible from the mystery box and sets it on display table.) Third, we learn from the Bible how we can become like Christ. What’s really cool is that since we’ve been filled with Jesus on the inside, we can start to become more and more like Jesus on the outside. We learn how to do that as we follow the Bible. 

(Sets a candle on the Bible and lights it.) Let me give you an example. The Bible says that Jesus came into the world and said “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have a life filled with light and will never live in the dark.” (John 8:12.) How many of you are following him?  

Guess what he says about you. “You are the light for the world.” (Matthew 5:14.) This means that Jesus lives inside you and shines out for all to see. Remember *we are here to become like Christ. If he is the light of the world and he lives in you, then you become a little light as well.

Let’s review what we’ve learned. (Refers to the objects.) We have a purpose. *We are here to become like Christ. First we have learned that we can be filled with the Holy Spirit, who gives us the power to believe in Jesus just like this bottle is filled. (Points to bottle.)
Second, we learned that God might shake us up with circumstances to cause us to depend on him and to develop our character. (Shakes the bottle.)
Third, the Bible tells us all about Jesus. For an example, just like Jesus said he is the light of the world, what did he say about those who believe in him? Right! We are the light of the world too because Jesus is living in us. (Points to candle on Bible.) *We are here to become like Christ.
“Gordy Gets Transformed”

Puppet Presentation Conclusion

Mr. King:
So what do you think, Gordy?

Gordy:
Well, let me get this right. You’re saying that one of the purposes why we are here is to become like Christ?

Mr. King:
That’s right, Gordy. I think you’re getting it.

Gordy:
And all we have to do is drink a bottle of that stuff with confetti in it?

Mr. King:
No, of course not! That’s just an illustration.

Gordy:
Oh I know, Mr. King. Don’t have a cow. It means we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit, who helps us become like Christ.

Mr. King:
That’s right. And when you read the Bible, you find out more about Jesus.

Gordy:
Yeah, you mean like the part about us being a light because Jesus is the light inside us!

Mr. King:  
You’ve got it. And what does it mean when we shake the bottle?

Gordy:
Yeah, I know that one! Sometimes God shakes us up but that’s okay. We can trust him more during those hard times.  

Mr. King:
Now you have it. You are becoming like Christ!

Gordy:
Maybe so, Mr. King, but I’m just a kid. It’s hard to think of me becoming like Christ.

Mr. King:
Gordy, kids can become like Christ just like adults can.

Gordy:
Yeah, but kids can’t grow beards. If I get to become like Christ, I wish I got the beard too!

Mr. King:
Gordy, there will be plenty of time for that in years to come. For now God wants you just the way you are. And he’ll help you become more like Jesus on the inside.

Gordy:
Well, that doesn’t sound too bad. And I kinda like being a kid anyway.
Mr. King:
Great! Why don’t you lead us in closing prayer.

Gordy:
Dear God, thank you for creating us so we could become like Christ. Each one of us is just a kid and we’re all different, but you can live in us and make us more like Christ. If we’re more like Jesus, then I think it would be better for everyone. Help us in Jesus’ name
Discipleship





Date:   _____________________


Series:  YMI Here? Lesson 4 (Special Series)





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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