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Warm-Up:: 

When my children were younger, every once in a while they would make something for me or maybe do something special just to show that they loved me. Occasionally they still do. And when I was a child I did the same thing for my parents. Today I do it for my wife or my children. Just because I love them and want to show them my love. Could I require or force my young children to do those things to show their love? No. I might be able to make them do it, but that would not be a show of love. It would demonstrate submission or perhaps even fear, but not love. The expressions of love I received meant that much more simply because they were done voluntarily, from a happy heart.
Read: Mark 12:30

Observation (What happened?):
What does God want us to do?

What are the four elements of our lives with which we are to love God?
Interpretation (What does it mean?):
What does it mean to love? Why do we love God?

Does Jesus limit loving God to a particular form or time or place or activity?

Insight:
(Hymn of St. Francis Xavier, translated from Latin by Edward Caswall)
My God, I love Thee – not because I hope for heaven thereby,

Nor yet that those who love Thee not are lost eternally.

Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me upon the Cross embrace;

For me didst bear the nails and spear, and manifold disgrace,

And griefs and torments numberless, and sweat of agony, 

And death itself – and all for me, who was Thine enemy.

Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love Thee well?

Not for the sake of winning heaven, nor of escaping hell;

Not with the hope of gaining aught; nor seeking a reward;

But as Thyself has loved me, O ever-loving Lord.

Even so I love Thee, and will love, and in Thy praise will sing,

Because Thou art my loving God, and my eternal King!

Application (What does it mean to me?):
What are some ways you show God your love for him?

Think of a new way to love him and show it. Put it into practice this week.
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