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Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to love God.  

*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Verse: Mark 12:30

Jesus Link: God loved us with all of himself, so much so, that he gave us his Son, Jesus.

We will help children know:
· God’s love for us never runs out.

· God loves us so much that he sent his Son, Jesus, to die for us.

· Worship means that God loves us, and we love him back, with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

We will help the children feel:
· Secure in God’s love.

· Confident that God’s love never runs out.

· Desire to love God back.

We will help the children do:
· Watch a demonstration of how God fills us up with his love and we love him back.

· Make cinnamon and sugar applesauce, as a reminder of how we love God with our whole selves.

· Play a packing peanut relay to demonstrate giving our love to God.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED
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Large Group Opening


	3

3-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Judy puppet

· bouquet of  simple flowers or dandelions that a child might pick. 

· Large bucket with a heart and a cross on it and “love puffs” dissolvable, multi-colored packing peanuts 

· smaller, empty bucket

· altar Bible

	Small Group Application
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	6
6

7
7

	Activity 1: “Hearts of Love”

Activity 2:  “Cinnamon & Sugar Applesauce”

Activity 3:  “Pass the Love Puff Relay”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· 1 cut out paper heart per child 

· “Love puffs” (packing peanuts) from large group

· pre-made stickers with take home point printed on them

· damp sponges or damp folded up paper towels

Activity 2:
· cinnamon in a shaker

· applesauce

· sugar in a shaker

· small cups or bowls

· large serving spoon

· plastic spoons

Activity 3:

· small bowl of “love puffs” (packing peanuts)

· bag of packing peanuts hidden under the table

· second small bowl with a cross on it

· 1 straw per child

Prayer Time:

· heart cut out of paper



	Large Group Wrap-up
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	8
8
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	Large Group Closing:

· Albie puppet

· sample materials from small group time

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here.


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Puppet Presentation:
Judy comes in carrying a bouquet of flowers. The leader asks what they are for. Judy says they are for her mommy. The leader tells Judy that it is very nice of her to give her mommy some flowers. Judy says that she loves her mommy because she knows how much her mommy loves her. Judy lists several ways in which her mommy shows her love, for example taking her to the park, holding her when she has an owie, and kissing her goodnight. The leader says that reminds him of God’s love. God loves Judy and all the children. In fact, he loves each of us so much that he sent his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for us, so our sins can be forgiven. And we can love him back. Judy asks if we are to give him flowers, too? No. The leader explains how we can give him our love by singing to him, praying to him, and doing other things to show our love. We can love him with our heart, soul, mind, and strength. That is called worship. In fact, that is one reason we are here on earth—to love God.

Teach Judy the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to love God. The leader says the first line. Judy responds with the second line. After practicing it with Judy a few times, practice it with the children.

Bible Event:
Set the buckets several feet apart on the stage. 

Leader begins:

Look at this big bucket over here. (Point to large bucket.) Let’s pretend this big bucket is God and that this small bucket is you and I. Is there anything in it? No. It is empty. But we can get filled up with God’s love. (Pour “love puffs”, Magic Nuudles, multi-colored packing peanuts, from God bucket into smaller bucket.) These are called “love puffs”. Love puffs remind us of ways that someone loves us. Use your imaginations.

Let’s pretend you can hear these love puffs say, “I love you”. (Put one to ear.) I think I can hear it saying something. Shhhhh. Yes. It just said, “I love you.” 

Now, how does God love us? (Wait for kids to answer.) He gave us his Son, Jesus. What are we filled with? God’s love. God made us for a very important reason. Why are we here? So we can be filled up with God’s love and then we can worship him by giving his love back. Let me show you how it works. 

When I am filled with God’s love, I can love him with all of my heart. That means I can be happy. (Throw some “love puffs” up in the air. After you have thrown some in the air, another adult behind you refills your bucket from the God bucket. Pretend you do not see her doing it.) And I can sing to him. (Sing a few lines from “Jesus loves me” or “I Love you Lord,” then look back at the small bucket.) Wow! The more I loved God with all my heart, the more my bucket got filled up again! 

Now, God says I can love him with all of my mind. Let’s take a handful of these “love puffs”, let’s take a handful of his love, and come over and put it on the Bible. (While the large group leader puts the “love puffs” on the Bible, another adult again refills the small bucket.) That means that when I learn about who God is by reading the Bible, that is one way I can show God my love for him. Oh, my goodness! My bucket has gotten filled up again! How did that happen?

God says I can also love him with all of my strength. I can do that when I help someone. Let’s take one of these and bring it to someone who needs my help. Every time you help other people, you are showing God you love him. (The leader picks up a chair and moves it to a different spot for someone to sit on. As the leader does that, he gives the “love puffs” to the person sitting on the chair. While the leader does this, another adult takes several “love puffs” from God’s bucket and puts them into the smaller bucket so that it is overflowing.) 
(Leader goes back to the smaller bucket.) I can’t believe it! My bucket is still overflowing! Now, I want to love God with my soul. That’s the very deepest part of you. Sometimes, inside of you, have you ever thought secret thoughts that only you know? These are the thoughts that you can tell God. He knows you so well and cares for everything you can think about. I am going to take a handful of these pieces of love and go put them right into God’s bucket, because I want to share with him my very deep feelings and thoughts. That is loving him with all of my soul.

Now, I will read the Bible and see if you can remember the special ways we love God. (Mark 12:30): “So love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.” Wow! That’s loving him with everything you have. But that’s the reason God made you!

And that is what we mean when we say our special words. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to love God.

End with a short prayer.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What does it mean to worship God? (God says, “I love you” and we say “I love you” back to him.

Why do we love God? (Because he loved us first)
How did God show us he loves us? (By sending Jesus to die for our sins.)

How can we show God we love him? (Answers will vary, but may include singing to him, reading the Bible, helping others, and sharing our thoughts with him. Review the concept that we love God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength – all of our self.)
Activity 1: “Hearts of Love” Craft
To make a heart of love, first read the label to the children and have them stick it on one side of the heart. Next, have them pick out our “love puffs” (packing peanuts from large group) in four different colors, taking several of each color. Have the children get their “love puffs” damp by stamping them on the damp sponge or towel and then have them stick the packing peanuts on the side of the heart without the sticker. As they work, talk about the four ways they can love God—with their heart, soul, mind and strength, and why we love God—because he first loved us. 

Remind the children of the greatest way in which he showed us his love—by sending his Son, Jesus to die on the cross to take away out sins, the things we choose to do wrong. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to love God.

Activity 2: “Cinnamon & Sugar Applesauce” Snack
We are going to eat some yummy applesauce. (Give each child about ½ cup of applesauce.) But, before we do, let’s pretend again…Let’s pretend the applesauce is like God. It’s sweet and full of goodness. We want to add our love to God. Let’s pretend we are like the cinnamon and sugar. We give our love to God. (Let the children mix a shake of sugar and a shake of cinnamon into the applesauce.) Now the applesauce is even more yummy. Just like when we give love to God, he gives us back even better love. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? We are here to love God.


Activity 3: “Pass the Love Puff Relay” Game
Set the bowl of “love puffs” (packing peanuts from Large Group) at one end of a table and the bowl with the cross on the floor at the other end. Explain to the children that the “love puffs” remind us of the love that God has given us. Now we want to give that love back to God by blowing the “love puffs” from one end of the table down to the other end other end and into the bowl with the cross. Give each child a straw and put a “love puff” on the table. Have them use the straws to work together and blow the packing peanuts into the bowl with the cross. When one peanut gets halfway across the table, they can put a second peanut on the table, so that all the children are continually engaged in blowing. After several peanuts have been used, replenish the bowl with peanuts from the bag. Continue the game for several minutes and continue replenishing the bowl. After the game is over, point out to the children that the bowl of peanuts never did get empty. That reminds us that no matter how much love we give back to God, he keeps filling us up with his love. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to love God.
Prayer Time:
Before the prayer, review a few ways in which we can show God our love. For example, singing a praise song, saying a prayer, or being kind to others. Have the children sit in a circle and pass the heart around the circle. When a child gets the heart, he or she must finish the prayer sentence, “God, I will show you my love when I…” Finish the prayer by thanking God for loving everyone and for showing his love, by sending Jesus to die on the cross for everyone’s sins.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Albie, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids attempt to teach Albie the take home point.

Leader says to kids:
Why am I here? …

Kids say:  


…we are here to love God. 

Leader says to Albie:
 Why am I here?…
Albie says: 
I am here to love chickens and cows.

Leader shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Albie the take home point.  Continue in this manner with leader showing example of each activity.  Here are Albie’s responses:

Albie’s response to Activity 2 sample:  I am here to eat applleesaucy ‘til it comes out my nose…
Albie’s response to Activity 3 sample:  I am here (blow) to (blow) G… (run out of breath and collapse).
Leader says: 
Why am I here?…

Kids response: 
…we are here to love God.

Leader says to Albie:  
Why am I here?…

Albie’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice): “Why am I here? – We are here to love God.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.
Date: ___________________________


Series:  Why Am I Here?(Special Series)
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Worship: We are Here 


to Love God
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