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Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to help others.  
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Verse: Luke 10:25-37
Jesus Link:  We can help others, because Jesus first helps us.

We will help children know:
· We want to serve Jesus because Jesus served us by dying on the cross. 

· We serve Jesus when we serve others.

· The story of the Good Samaritan is an example of how we can serve others.

We will help the children feel:
· Empathy for others.

· A desire to serve God by helping others.

· Thankful that Jesus helped them by dying on the cross.

We will help the children do:
· Participate in an interactive drama, “The Good Samaritan.”

· Help pass out the snack items and make s’mores.

· Play the game, “Toilet Paper Toss,” to review ways we can help others.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED
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Large Group Opening


	4

4-6
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Bubba puppet

· Prop that indicates a pastor, such as a Bible or an article that a pastor might wear

· microphone

· fake tree or shrubbery for robbers to hide behind, or something to resemble a rock to hide behind

· 2 robes—1 for Good Samaritan and 1 for traveler

· 2 masks for the robbers’ eyes 

· two bags of money—one for innkeeper, one that is stolen

· cloth bag

· small bottle or flask

· cloth strip

· fancy headpiece for priest

· scroll or Bible for priest to carry

· fancy headpiece for Levite

· tool belt for Levite (Levites worked on the temple)

· donkey ears (for volunteer shepherd to wear)

· plain headpiece for innkeeper

	Small Group Application
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	7

8

8

8

	Activity 1: “First Aid Helper Kit”

Activity 2:  “Mixed-Up S’mores”

Activity 3:  “Toilet Paper Toss”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· 1 Ziploc bag per child

· 1 cotton ball per child

· 1 Band-Aid per child

· 1 smiley face or heart sticker per child

· 1 piece of candy or sugar free gum per child

· 1 pre-made sticker per child that says, “First Aid Helper Kit—I can help others.”

Activity 2:
· 1/2 a graham cracker per child

· 1 large marshmallow per child

· 1 small rectangle of a Hershey’s bar per child

· napkins

· paper cups

· water or juice

Activity 3:
· roll of toilet paper



	Large Group Wrap-up
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	9

9
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	Large Group Closing:

· Albie puppet

· sample materials from small group time

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here.


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Puppet Presentation:
Bubba comes on stage with a prop that indicates a pastor. He is excited because he knows what he wants to be when he grows up. He says that he wants to be a pastor, because he wants to serve God. Bubba tries to use a “preaching voice” to tell the children about Jesus. The large group presenter explains that it is wonderful to be a pastor, but that Bubba doesn’t have to be a pastor to serve God. He doesn’t even have to be grown up to serve God. Bubba is confused. The large group presenter explains that even though we can’t see God, we can serve him when we serve others. That is a purpose God made us for, here on earth. 

Teach Bubba the take home point, *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to help others. The leader says the first line, Bubba responds with the second line. After practicing it with Bubba a few times, practice it with the children.

Bible Event:
Select the following characters and have them sit to the side of the stage after receiving their costumes: 

· Good Samaritan (wearing robe and carrying a cloth bag filled with money, a small empty flask, and a cloth)

· 2 robbers (wearing masks—have them hide behind the tree or rock)

· Priest (wearing headpiece and holding scroll)

· Levite (wearing headpiece and tool belt)

· Innkeeper (wearing headpiece—have him on the opposite side of the stage from the travelers)

· Traveler (wearing robe and holding money bag)

· Donkey (one of the shepherds dressed in donkey ears)

Leader, introduce the story by saying: (speak into the microphone)
Jesus told stories called parables. Parables teach us important truths. One time, Jesus told a parable to teach us that we are here to help others. This is the parable of the Good Samaritan.

Once, there was a traveler going from the town of Jerusalem to Jericho. (Have the traveler begin walking across stage.) This could be a dangerous journey, because sometimes robbers hid along the narrow and bumpy road. 

It just so happened that robbers were hiding when this traveler came along. They jumped out… (robbers jump out)

Threw the man down… (robbers pretend to push down traveler and traveler falls to ground)
Beat him… (robbers pretend to beat traveler but do not really touch him)

Tore off his clothes… (robbers take robe off traveler)
Took his money… (robbers take bag of coins from traveler)
And left him there on the roadside. (Robbers run off stage—one carrying bag of money, the other carrying the traveler’s robe.) 

He was almost dead. He laid there and moaned. Can I hear a moan from the traveler? (traveler moans)
A very religious man came walking down the road. (Priest begins walking across stage.) He was a priest. He had important duties in the temple, helping people worship God. He saw the injured man lying on the road. (Priest looks at injured man.) Do you think God would want him to help the traveler? Of course! But did he? No. He knew the man was hurt, but he didn’t feel sorry for him. He knew something needed to be done, but he didn’t help him. He didn’t say a kind word. He didn’t even stop. He just walked on by and pretended not to notice the injured man. (Priest walks off stage looking away from injured man.)
Next, came another man who worked in the church. (Levite begins walking across stage.) He was a Levite. He helped take care of the temple and do many religious things. He also saw the injured man lying on the road. Do you think God wanted him to stop and help the man who was hurt? Of course! But did he? No. He knew the man was hurt, but he didn’t feel sorry for him. He knew something needed to be done, but he did nothing. He didn’t give him a drink of water. He didn’t even stop. He just walked on by (Have Levite walk off stage, looking away from the traveler.) and pretended not to notice, leaving the poor man to die.

Next, came a man from the country of Samaria. (Have Samaritan come on stage, riding the donkey.) He was called a Samaritan. When the Jews saw Samaritans they said, “Eeeww! A Samaritan!” That is because they didn’t like Samaritans. Let me hear you say, “Eeeww!  A Samaritan!” That’s because they thought Samaritans couldn’t do anything right. 

Guess what happened here? When the Samaritan saw the traveler who was injured, did he keep on walking or pretend not to notice? No! When he saw the traveler, the Samaritan felt sorry for him. So, he stopped his donkey, (Donkey stops near injured traveler) climbed down, (Samaritan climbs off donkey) and he knew that he must do something to help the man, even if the man was a Jew and Jews didn’t like Samaritans. The Samaritan poured medicine (Samaritan takes flask out of bag and pretends to pour oil on injured man) on the man’s wounds and bandaged them. (Samaritan wraps cloth around arm of injured man.) He then lifted the man and put him onto his own donkey. (Samaritan helps injured man up and onto back of donkey.) Slowly and carefully the Samaritan led the donkey with the injured man to a place that could help him. (Samaritan leads donkey across stage to innkeeper.)  He took him to an inn. He asked the innkeeper, (Have Samaritan repeat short phrases into microphone.) “Will you please help… take care of this poor man?  He has been beaten up… very badly… and he needs someone… to help him for a while. I must continue… my journey… but I will give you money… to pay for everything… that he needs… If you need more money… I will come back later… and give it to you.

After Jesus finished his story, he taught an important lesson. He asked, “Who was the good neighbor who helped others? Was it the first man, the priest, who walked by the injured traveler? (No!)  Was it the second man, the Levite, who passed by the injured traveler? (No!)  Or, was it the third man, the Samaritan, who stopped to help the traveler? (Yes!) It was the Samaritan. He was the Good Samaritan, because he knew what God’s purpose is for all of us. He helped others.

Today when we ask ourselves the question, “Why am I here? What purpose does God have for me?”, one of the important answers is, “We are here to help others.” I will say the first part and you will say the second. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to help others. 

Close with a prayer: 

Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus into the world. He came to give his life for us. He came to help others. We love you, Jesus. Now help us to help others, just like the story you told about the Good Samaritan. We are here to help others. Help us to do that everyday. In Jesus name, amen. 

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

In today’s Bible event, which traveler was a good friend and helped others? How did he help? (The Good Samaritan. He took care of the injured traveler by taking care of his wounds, taking him to an inn and paying for his care.)

Who was not a good neighbor and why? (The Priest and the Levite. They saw the injured man, but just passed by pretending not to notice him.)
How can we fill one of God’s purposes for us and help others? (Answers will vary, but may include giving a hug to someone who is sad, telling a grown up when someone is hurt, or helping a brother or sister to pick up toys.)
What is the best way Jesus helped us? (He died on the cross, so that we can be forgiven and someday live with him forever in heaven.)

Remind the children of the steps we take when we help others: 

See the need, feel the pain, and do something to help.

Activity 1: “First Aid Helper Kit” Craft 
Have the children assemble a first aid helper kit by putting a cotton ball, Band-Aid, sticker, and piece of gum or candy in each Ziploc, and attaching the label to the front of the bags. 

Explain that these kits are for the children to use to help someone who is hurt. When the children see someone who is hurt and feel sorry for them, they can do something to help by cleaning the sore with a cotton ball, putting on a Band-Aid, giving the child a hug, and giving him a sticker and piece of candy to make him feel better. Practice the take home point, *WHY AM I HERE? — We are here to help others.

Activity 2: “Mixed-up S’mores” Snack
Explain to the children that today they will be making s’mores for snack. Make a sample s’more, by breaking the graham cracker in half and sandwiching the chocolate piece and the marshmallow between the pieces of graham cracker. Pass out the makings of the s’mores so that each child has a lot of one item. For example, one child might have all the napkins, another child might have half of the chocolate, and another child might have only marshmallows. Say a snack time prayer and then say nonchalantly, “Okay. You can eat your s’mores now.” This will puzzle the children because they can’t eat their s’mores. After a moment of confusion, explain to the children that they need to help each other make their snacks by passing out the supplies, so that everyone gets one of each item. 

After they have passed out the supplies, made the s’mores, and are eating them, reflect that the snack activity reminds us of why we are here. Each child had a different item and needed to share their items to make a complete s’more. 

In the same way, God gives each of us different abilities. Some of us are good at fixing things. Others are good at comforting someone who is hurt. Still others of us are good at thinking of ideas to solve problems. When we help others, we use our different abilities to fix problems, show our love to each other, and to show our love to God. When we help each other we are taking care of God’s children and helping God. How do we help others? We see their needs, feel their pain, and do something to help. 

Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to help others.


Activity 3: “Toilet-paper Toss” Game
Have the children sit in a circle. Give one child a roll of toilet paper. Explain that the toilet paper reminds you of a big cloth bandage that is used to wrap around the arm or leg of someone who is hurt. Have the child wrap the toilet paper around her arm, name a way she can help someone, and roll the toilet paper roll to another child. Repeat the pattern. Make sure the children roll the toilet paper to a child who has not yet had it. Continue playing as time allows. If the toilet paper tears, pick it up and start from where the group left off. When the game is over, remind the children that there are many ways we can help others. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to help others. Practice helping the shepherd by throwing away the used roll.

Prayer Time:
Ask Jesus to help you to see the needs of other people, feel their pain, and do something to help them.

 Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Albie, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids
Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids attempt to teach Albie the take home point.

Leader says to kids:
Why am I here? …

Kids say:  
…we are here to help others. 

Leader says to Albie:
Why am I here?…
Albie says: 
We are here to smell like our brothers.

Leader shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Albie the take home point.  Continue in this manner with leader showing example of each activity.  Here are Albie’s responses:

Albie’s response to Activity 2 sample:  Don’t put marshmallows in your ears!
Albie’s response to Activity 3 sample:  If you use all the toilet paper, you will not help your mother!
Leader says: 
Why am I here?…

Kids response: 
…we are here to help others.

Leader says to Albie:  
Why am I here?…

Albie’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice): “Why am I here? – We are here to help others.”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.
Date: _______________________


Series:  Why Am I Here?(Special Series)
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