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Primary Scripture: Ephesians 2:10: “God has made us what we are. He has created us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he has prepared for us to do.” 

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
In this first lesson for the series YMI Here, we introduce the question “Why am I here?” Kids need the security of knowing that God created them for his purposes. Knowing God’s purposes for them also gives them direction for their lives. These purposes might be summed up in the words: worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. These concepts will be developed in later weeks. This week we introduce the series and emphasize that since God created us, he is the best one to determine our purpose. This Biblical worldview places God at the center of the universe instead of us pretending we are the center of the universe. The key to finding the purpose of life is not about finding what we want, but what God wants.  

How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus gave his life for us so we might be created anew in his likeness and have his purposes for our life.

Jesus in us: Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, Jesus dwells within us so to make us his workmanship, that we might be able to complete the purposes he has given us.  

Jesus through us: As God works his purposes in our lives, he uses our lives to bring others to him.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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0BInvocation:

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber:

1BCapture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies:

· silly invention trap made from four straws, four large marshmallows, ten small marshmallows, ten toothpicks, five gum drops, three feet of string, and two paper clips
· chair

· table for invention to be visible to children (optional)

· two sheets

In advance, make your own invention that will become a candy-fed squirrel trap. (This silly contraption will be an example for the children in the learning game.) For special dramatic effect, hide the contraption under a sheet covering so it can be revealed at the appropriate time.

Have a child sit in a chair at the front. Cover this child with a sheet, and ask him to sit very still. 

Good morning, boys and girls. Let me show you something I made. I’m sure you will be so impressed with it and you’ll obviously be able to see what it is. (Remove covering to reveal invention.) Ta-dah! 

Clearly you can see what this is and what it is designed for. Who would like to tell me what it is and what it does? 

Take several guesses and then continue. 
I can’t believe you didn’t get it right. Well, I suppose I should tell you since I am the one who made it. This is a contraption to capture Siberian squirrels. It doesn’t just capture any Siberian squirrels, but it captures candy-fed Siberian squirrels. This is a candy-fed Siberian squirrel trap. Let me show you how it works.

Demonstrate in a somewhat ridiculous way how the contraption will capture a squirrel.

I suppose I should not be surprised that you did not know the purpose of the machine. I suppose it would only make sense to ask the person who created it and he could tell you its purpose. 

Now what have we over here? (Move towards the child under the sheet.) Let’s see. (Remove the sheet with flair.) Ah! This is a person.

What purpose is he designed for? Hmm…I suppose we should ask the one who made him. God, why did you make this person? Why is this person here on earth? What’s his purpose? 

Who created this person? Yes, God did. God would know his purpose. 

It says in Colossians 1:16b (Msg), “Everything got started in him and finds its purpose in him.” Today when we worship, let’s think about the fact that God made us for his purposes and we need to learn what those purposes are. 
Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
The leader strolls by the contraption and puts his ear to it to listen. He pretends to hear a voice from the contraption. 

Excuse me? I don’t think I heard you. No, you can’t be. Don’t you know what you are? Yes, you’re a candy-fed Siberian squirrel trap.

I don’t care if you’re tired of being a candy-fed Siberian squirrel trap. That’s what I made you to be and that’s what you need to be. 

What do you mean you’re tired of listening to me? You want to be something different? But you would make a lousy bulldozer. I don’t think that would work at all. 

Oh, so you think you could push whatever you want around and you wouldn’t have to take orders from anyone? Well, if you want to try it, go ahead. But I don’t think it’s going to work. 

I think you need to remember that I was the one who created you. I know what’s best for your purpose. You need to catch candy-fed Siberian squirrels. 

Boys and girls, do you know that we can sometimes be like that candy-fed Siberian squirrel trap? We can forget that God is the one who made us and has given us the purpose to live for him. Instead, we think we want to live for ourselves and be the center of our own universe. But that doesn’t work.

Let’s go to prayer right now and call upon the name and power of Jesus, who gave his life for us. In Jesus we have forgiveness and the power to let God be the one in charge of our lives. 
Dear Jesus, thank you that you gave your life for us. Please forgive us when we ignore you or don’t live the way you want. By dying on the cross for our sins, you took away the power of our own selfishness. We don’t want to be stupid and tell you that we don’t want to live for the reasons that you made us. Instead, we want to live for the purposes that you have for us. Forgive us when we don’t live for your purposes. Help us to learn more about them and live for you in every way. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Did you know that when you pray in Jesus’ name, you are saying very powerful prayers? The power of Jesus and his forgiveness comes into your life to fill you up with Jesus himself. Then God uses you for the very special purposes he created you for. 

The Bible says it this way in Ephesians 2:10, “God has made us what we are. He has created us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he has prepared for us to do.”

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Supplies: 

· string or hula-hoop
Lay a hula-hoop or circle made with string on the floor in front of the offering basket. As each child comes forward to place his offerings in the basket, have him stand in the circle. Even children without offerings can come forward and stand in the circle. This is a depiction of a super-sized offering plate, signifying that when standing in it the children are offering themselves as living sacrifices to God as they give of themselves. An example of this giving is when they bring their offerings.

Read Romans 12:1.

“Brothers and sisters, in view of all we have just shared about God’s compassion, I encourage you to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. This kind of worship is appropriate for you.”


Learning Game:

2BSome churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

Supplies:

· bag for each group of three or four children that includes:
· four straws

· four large marshmallows

· ten small marshmallows

· ten toothpicks

· five gum drops

· three feet of string

· two paper clips
Divide kids into groups of three or four. Give each group a bag full of supplies. (Adapt these supplies according to your own preferences and resource capabilities.)

With the following supplies, make your own invention just like I made the Siberian candy-fed squirrel trap. As you are making your invention, give it a name and a purpose. You will have the opportunity to share the name and purpose of your invention later. 

Let the children briefly explain their inventions and their purposes. Then explain how God feels about them as their creator with the following Bible readings.

Bible Reading:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Have a child read Ephesians 2:10.

Application 1:
The Bible says,  “I am the LORD, and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:5) and “I have called you by name; you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1). God made you and has important purposes for you.  

You made these unique inventions, named them, and given them purposes that might be pretend or even funny. But God is not joking when he looks at you and says, “You are so special to me. I made you for my purposes. And when you do what I designed you to do, you will be so fulfilled and give great glory to me.”

Application 2:
Supplies:

· globe

· table 

· flashlight

Show a globe and set it on the table. Move a flashlight around the globe. Explain that the flashlight is an example of the sun. Ask the children:

Is this the way the sun moves around the earth? Is the earth in the center and does the sun moves around it? (Some children will correct you and rightly explain that the earth moves around the sun.) In fact, the sun is hundreds of times bigger than the earth. The sun is in the center. 

Set the flashlight on the table. Begin to walk around the table with the globe. 

This is what really happens. The earth moves around the sun.

Five hundred years ago, almost everyone believed that the earth was the center of the universe. They believed the sun and the stars all moved around the earth. (Demonstrate as you say this.) Then an astronomer named Copernicus said that notion was backwards. The earth actually moves around the sun. People said that he was crazy to believe that! But today it seems crazy to believe that the earth is the center of the universe.  

Some people today also believe something crazy. They believe that they are the center of the universe and that everything revolves around them. These people believe that everyone around them is there just to do what they want or make them happy. They even believe that God is the small one revolving around them and doing whatever they want. That is not true. God is the center of the universe and we are the ones who need to do what he wants.  

God is the one who made us. He is the one who can best tell us why we are here on earth, or what our purpose is. God made us for his purposes.  

Application 3:
“Sadie, Center of the Universe”

Interactive Storytelling
This story can be presented in a number of ways. The first option is to simply read the story to a group of children. 

A second option is to have a woman act out the role of Sadie while the story is being read. This requires some rehearsal and dramatic imagination on behalf of a woman who will portray a little girl. Consider some small costuming and hair changes to make an adult look girlish.

A third option is to have a child act out the part while it is being read. It is best in this case to have the child rehearse beforehand. The actions are simple enough that the rehearsal time might be minimal. For example, the child could rehearse during the time it takes to play the learning game.

An asterisk (*) indicates a probable time for an action. The reader should not pause at every asterisk waiting for action. In that case, the story would begin to drag. Certain pauses may, however, benefit dramatic effect.

This is the story of Sadie, Center of the Universe. 

Once upon a time, there was a little girl named Sadie. Sadie loved herself *, gave hugs to herself *, kissed her image in the mirror *, and in a crowd of people would even point to herself and say, “My, ain’t I fine!” *
Now there’s nothing wrong with loving yourself. After all, God loves you, and God told us that we are to love ourselves. But the problem is thinking, “I am the center of the universe.” And that’s what Sadie thought. *  “I’m Sadie, Center of the Universe.” *

What does it mean to think, “I am the center of the universe”? Let me give you an example. 

When Sadie had all of her girlfriends over for a sleepover, the other girls wanted to watch a movie. Sadie wanted to play “make-up” and practice putting on make-up and fancy clothes. * Since Sadie wanted to do that, she stood in front of the television, * turned it off, * and announced to her friends, “I want to play make-up, and I want to play dress up!” *

But the girls explained they wanted to finish watching the movie. Sadie, Center of the Universe, set them straight. 

“It’s all about me and what I want,” Sadie said. *

The other girls didn’t want to play with Sadie anymore.

The next day Sadie and her younger brother were getting in the car to go to school. They began to argue about who would get to sit in the front seat. Sadie’s brother said, “I was here first.”

Sadie said, “It doesn’t matter. I’m Sadie, Center of the Universe. * It’s all about me and what I want.” And she made her brother move. *

Later that day when Sadie was at school, her class was trying to complete a giant jigsaw puzzle. Sadie loved puzzles, and she thought herself to be very good at solving them. 

When the other kids in her class gathered to work on the puzzle, Sadie pushed them away. * After all, Sadie was Center of the Universe. She told the kids, “It’s mine! All mine!” *

So you see, Sadie had a problem. She really did think that she was Sadie, Center of the Universe. *

One day, something changed when she went to church. There Sadie heard that God loves her. * Of course, God should love her she thought. After all, she is Sadie, Center of the Universe. *

Sadie also heard at church that Jesus gave his life for her. Of course Jesus should give his life for her. After all, she’s Sadie, Center of the Universe.* 

And Sadie heard that she has a purpose in life. Of course, she has a purpose in life! * She is Sadie, Center of the Universe. * Her purpose is to make sure everyone makes Sadie happy…At least that’s what she thought. 

When Sadie listened carefully * she found out that she had everything backwards. People were instructed to ask themselves, “Why am I here? For what purpose did God make me?” *

Sadie knew the answer. It was easy. “I am here to be center of the universe. * God made me for the purpose of keeping me happy!” *

Then at church it was said, “Your purpose is not for God to make you happy, but for you to make God happy.”

“What?!” said Sadie. “I thought I was the center of the universe.” *

Then they explained to her that God is the center of the universe, not her. God made her; she didn’t make herself. God is the one who gives us a purpose; we don’t make up our own. 

The Bible says, “Everything got started in him and finds its purpose in him” (Colossians 1:16b, Msg).

God is the Center of the Universe and he gave his purpose for us. “God has made us what we are. He has created us in Christ Jesus to live lives with good works that he has prepared for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).

For the next several weeks Sadie, Center of the Universe, began to change. She became Sadie, Centered on God’s Purposes. She learned that her purpose was to love God with all of herself. * That’s what it means to worship God. * 

Then Sadie learned she was created to be part of God’s family, the church. * That’s what the church means by fellowship. 

Sadie learned that God was changing her and she was becoming more like Jesus. * That’s called discipleship. 

Sadie also learned that she had the purpose of serving others. * That is ministry. 

Finally, Sadie learned that she had the purpose of helping others meet Jesus. * That is evangelism. 

Sadie, Center of the Universe, started thinking * and believing and acting in a whole different way because she wasn’t center of the universe. * And she liked it better that way. 



Witness and Tell:

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Tell about a time you did something that God wanted you to do even though you wanted to do something else. (This is an example of knowing that you were made for his purposes.)

Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer.

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· silly invention trap made from four straws, four large marshmallows, ten small marshmallows, ten toothpicks, five gum drops, three feet of string, and two paper clips
· chair

· table for invention to be visible to children (optional)

· two sheets

Offering:

· string or hula-hoop
Learning Game:

· bag for each group of three or four children that includes:
· four straws

· four large marshmallows

· ten small marshmallows

· ten toothpicks

· five gum drops

· three feet of string

· two paper clips
Application:

· globe

· table 

· flashlight
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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