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Primary Scripture:  Colossians 4:5: “Be wise in the way you act toward those who are outside the Christian faith. Make the most of your opportunities.” 
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need the security of knowing that God created them for his purposes. Knowing God’s purposes for them also gives them direction for their life. These purposes might be summed up in the words:  worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. This week we examine God’s purpose for us in evangelism. To evangelize someone literally means to give him or her good news. A relationship with Jesus is the best gift we could ever give someone. That’s good news. Today we will help kids see their purpose as one of sharing this good news.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus is the good news. He gave his life as the payment for our sin so we could be friends with God forever.

Jesus in us: Jesus dwells within us giving us the desire and conviction to share his love with the world.  

Jesus through us: Only God’s power brings people to faith, and certainly Jesus’ presence in our lives is used to bring people into God’s kingdom.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation:

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber:

Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day. 

Supplies:

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· any obscure object

· a gift-wrapped box

· label, “Evangelism”

· pitcher labeled, “Worship” from Lesson 2

· the game, Barrel of Monkeys labeled, “Fellowship” from Lesson 3

· Gumby figurine or some type of bendable doll from Lesson 4

· basin with soapy water and washcloth labeled “Ministry” from Lesson 5
The same setting will be used each week in this series. On a table covered with towels or sheets will be objects of which the children will have to guess the object’s purpose. The first object will be some kind of obscure object with its purpose hard to guess. The second object’s purpose will relate to the theme of the day. Each week a different child will be seated next to this table with a sheet draped over him. The children will try to guess the theme for each week as to what purpose God created this person.

Another table is needed to place the objects that relate to the theme for each week and the objects from the prior weeks in this series. Posted on the table should be a sign that reads “YMI Here.”
For the first object, pick any obscure object you have available and place on the table covered with a towel or sheet. The second object for this week’s lesson will be a wrapped gift box. 

On the second table should be the pitcher for worship and the “Barrel of Monkeys” game for fellowship, the bendable figurine for discipleship, and the basin and towel for ministry. You will want to review the themes of the previous weeks later in this lesson. Have a label, “Evangelism” ready to tape onto the gift-wrapped box. 

Refer to the first table and the obscure object. After kids have made guesses about its purpose, explain the proper purpose. Show children the gift box and have them make guesses about its purpose. 

What is the purpose of a gift? Is its purpose to be given or to be received? (Take guesses.) Both! In either case, it’s usually lots of fun to get or receive presents. Today we will talk about receiving the gift of Jesus and giving that gift away. That’s one of the purposes that God has made us for.  

Does anyone know the word we use to describe telling others about the good news of Jesus? Right! Evangelism. 

Now uncover the child and ask the children to guess the purpose for which God created this child. After a few guesses, say:  

God made us for the purpose of evangelism. We are here to help others meet Jesus.

Place the gift-wrapped box on the second table and affix the label to it.

Let’s review the purposes for which God made us. 

· This pitcher reminds us of how God fills us with his love so we can pour it out and love him. This is worship.  

· This “Barrel of Monkeys” illustrates the second purpose. What word do you remember describes how God wants us to be part of his family? Right! Fellowship. 

· What does this bendable figure that can be molded and shaped remind us of? God’s purpose is to shape us into the likeness of Jesus and this is called what? Right. Discipleship.  

· Next, this basin of water and towel reminds us how Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. God’s purpose is for us also to serve others. What is the word we use? Ministry. 

· Our final purpose we are learning is demonstrated by this gift. What is the word used to describe how we can give away the gift of Jesus? Right. Evangelism.
Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.

Use your imagination for this. Picture this room filled with stacks of ten-dollar bills. There are hundreds of stacks of ten-dollar bills. Boxes and boxes to the ceiling. Millions and millions of dollars. And it’s all yours. You can do anything you want with it. How do you feel now? Pretty good right? 

Now let’s imagine that there is a person outside this room in the hall who hasn’t eaten a meal in days and is about to starve to death. All this person needs is a little bit of money to buy some food. And you are in here with all the money, but you haven’t shared any of it with the person who is about to die. He doesn’t even have one ten-dollar bill for food. How do you feel now? Not too good, right?  

You might be thinking that this is all pretend anyway. You really don’t have millions of dollars and there really isn’t a person right outside who doesn’t have enough food to eat. So why worry? But there is something that is just as real. Do you know that believing in Jesus as your Savior makes you richer than having millions and millions of dollars? And did you know that there are people outside this room, some friends of yours that go to school with you or play on your sports teams, that don’t know about Jesus? That’s like someone starving to death right near someone with millions and millions of dollars. 

So who can help your friends that don’t know Jesus? You can. You can give them the good news of Jesus. If you don’t, it would be like having millions of dollars and not sharing any with starving people. Let’s pray about that now so that Jesus’ power of the cross would forgive us and help us to give the good news away.

Dear God, thank you that you have made us so rich by giving us the gift of Jesus. You made us for the purpose of evangelism, sharing the gift of Jesus with others. Sometimes we forget to talk about Jesus or don’t really know what to do or say. Please forgive us if we have been stingy with the good news of Jesus and have kept him to ourselves. For Jesus’ sake, forgive us and help us share the good news with others. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Put the gift box in the offering plate and let the kids put their offerings around it. This is a reminder that their offerings go to help the church share the good news with others. Point out some ways this is specifically happening in your church.



Learning Game:

Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

“Good News Fliers”

Supplies:
· half sheet of newspaper

· two feet of masking tape per pair of children

· markers

· scissors  
Have the children partner up and work in pairs. Give each group a half sheet of newspaper, two feet of masking tape, a marker, and scissors.

Your job is to make a Good News Flier. You have this much newspaper and this much tape. You can use as much of the paper and tape as you want. Your job is to make some type of flying machine. It can be a paper airplane that is a jet or one that is a floater. It can be a cannonball for that matter or a long tube rocket. It must have one thing. It must have the word “good” on it somewhere. You will have five minutes to make your aircraft and then we will test them for flight. 

Have different contests in which the children can enter their Good News Flier. Some suggestions for the contests are: 1) farthest distance, 2) longest to float in the air, 3) prettiest design, or 4) most unusual design.  

After the contests, discuss the application point. 

Can you see why we called them Good New Fliers? The newspaper is news, right? And it has the word,  “good” written on the side. If it flies, then it is a Good News Flier!  

Today we are learning that you are like these Good News Fliers. You have good news to share. What is it? It’s the message of Jesus. God loved the world so much that he gave his only son, that if whoever believes in him, will not perish, but have life forever. That’s good news!
How does God get that news out to the world? Does he throw paper airplanes down from heaven? No, of course not. He has people like you and me take it to our friends and people we meet. Just like each of these Good News Fliers is different and unique, so each of us is unique. God will use each one of us in the way that best suits our gifts. Did you know that you could do a better job inviting some people to church than me? You can invite friends that I don’t even know. Who do you think they would rather come with? That’s right, you, a friend.    

Bible Reading:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Read Colossians 4:5.

“Be wise in the way you act to those who are outside the Christian faith. Make the most of your opportunities.”  

Application 1:
Supplies 

· YMI Here? Evangelism outline on an overhead or Power Point (see box below)

· poster board folded in half to look like a card with, “YMI here? We are here to help others meet Jesus.” written on the front. On the back of the poster board card, have the prayer from Section I. B printed

· three self-sticking notes for each child

· witnessing tracks: tract KO83 for kids published by Evangelism Explosion International (www.kidsee.org or 888-567-3543)

· prayer noted in lesson on an overhead or Power Point
The Bible says in Colossians 4:5, “Be wise in the way you act toward those who are outside the Christian faith. Make the most of your opportunities.” I wonder what that means? First of all, who are those who are outside the Christian faith? (Those who don’t know Jesus as their savior.) Why would we want to act wise toward them? (So we could help them meet Jesus as their savior and friend.) Why is this so important? (We have such a wonderful gift when we know Jesus as our savior and friend. We must share this gift with others. It’s one of the most important purposes that God has given us.) Let’s talk about how we will do that.

Put up the following outline on overhead or Power Point and refer to it while doing the following.


I.  “WHO do I share Jesus with?”

a. List three friends. Have kids think of three friends who may not know Jesus as their savior and friend. Pass out three post-it notes to every person. Have them write a name on each of the post-it notes. If they are not sure whether a person knows Jesus as his or her savior, have them write their name down anyway. Attach the post-it notes inside the giant poster board card. (Have the poster board stand like a giant card on the table.)    

b. Pray for them.  
Before we talk to friends about Jesus, we must talk to Jesus about our friends. Only God’s power can give someone faith to trust Christ. We need to pray for them and pray that we would do our part.  

Read the following prayer as printed out on the back of the card. (Option:  Show the prayer on an overhead or PowerPoint for everyone to read together aloud.

Dear God,

I am praying for my friend, ____ and ____and ____. Help me see them the way that you see them. You love them and want them to be friends with you forever. You want them to trust Jesus as their savior. Please let that happen. Show me what to do or say so I can help that happen. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

c. Be a friend. Have kids get into pairs or groups of three. Have them discuss with each other the following question:  What are some special things you can do for each other that show that you want to be a friend? Have kids share their answers with the group by letting kids come forward to quickly speak into the microphone, or have each group go into a nearby quiet space where they give their brief answers to someone interviewing with a video camera. Then show this videotape to the entire group.  

Most importantly, stress the point that if we are to help our friend meet Jesus, we must show him God’s love in the way that we treat him. Then our friend will be more ready to hear about Jesus. This is acting wise toward “outsiders.” It’s wise to show God’s love to others if we want them to meet the loving Jesus.

II. “WHAT do I say?”

a. Ask “God questions.”

One way to start talking about Jesus is to ask your friends questions about who they think Jesus is.  

Have kids role play asking each other these questions. (Give them one at a time.)

· “What do you believe about God?”

· “Who do you think Jesus is?”

· “Do you believe there is such a place as heaven or hell? Do you think you will go to heaven? Why or why not?”

b. Listen and respect them.

One way to be a good friend is to listen well. Even if you disagree with what others believe, you can still respect them by listening, asking questions and not saying anything hurtful to them because they believe a certain way.  

c. Introduce them to Jesus.

Ask your friend if you can tell them what the Bible says about Jesus and what he has done for you. Then share something like this with them.

Pass out the witnessing tract KO83 for kids published by Evangelism Explosion International. This simple tract, illustrated by kids, is a clear presentation of the gospel. Have a supply ready so that each child can take several and share them with a friend.  

Explain to the kids that when they share this tract with a friend it is more powerful to read it out loud. A good way to do this is to take turns each reading a page. 

Have kids take turns reading the tract to each other in their groups of two or three.  

If you are not using the tract, go through the simple outline of “THREE S’s”:  sin, savior, saving faith.  

1) Sin. It separates us from God. Read Romans 3:23.

2) Savior. 

Jesus was God’s own son who came to earth to be our savior. God must punish sin since he is just. But God also loves and doesn’t want to punish us. So he sent Jesus who took our punishment for sin on himself when he died on the cross. Jesus didn’t stay dead, but rose again to life. Now Jesus is alive, ruling in heaven and ruling in the lives of those trust him as their savior.

3) Saving Faith.  

We receive Jesus as our savior by praying and asking for his forgiveness. We can invite him in our lives. He lives in our hearts to be our friend and leader.

Application 2:
Supplies:

· Video, The Great Commissionary Kids: Who Cares (Gospel Publishing House, 1997, www.gospelpublishing.com ) 

This six and a half minute video gives a presentation of the gospel and shows an example of how kids can witness to their friends.



Witness and Tell:

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Have kids tell about a time they talked to a friend about God. Did they share the good news about what Jesus did to forgive our sins?

Another option is to invite two adults forward to role-play a witnessing situation. Then have two children come forward and also role-play.
Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· any obscure object

· a gift-wrapped box

· label, “Evangelism”

· pitcher labeled, “Worship” from Lesson 2

· the game, Barrel of Monkeys labeled, “Fellowship” from Lesson 3

· Gumby figurine or some type of bendable doll from Lesson 4

· basin with soapy water and washcloth labeled “Ministry” from Lesson 5
Offering:

· gift-wrapped box from Attention Grabber
Learning Game:

· half sheet of newspaper

· two feet of masking tape per pair of children

· markers

· scissors  
Application 1:

· YMI Here? Evangelism outline on an overhead or Power Point (see box below)

· poster board folded in half to look like a card with, “YMI here? We are here to help others meet Jesus.” written on the front. On the back of the poster board card, have the prayer from Section I. B printed

· three self-sticking notes for each child

· witnessing tracks: tract KO83 for kids published by Evangelism Explosion International (www.kidsee.org or 888-567-3543)

· prayer noted in lesson on an overhead or Power Point
Application 2:

· Video, The Great Commissionary Kids: Who Cares (Gospel Publishing House, 1997, www.gospelpublishing.com ) 
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 “WHO do I share Jesus with?”


List three friends who may not know Jesus


Pray for them


Be a friend to them





 “WHAT do I say?”


Ask God questions


Listen and respect them


Introduce them to Jesus
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Savior


Saving faith
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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