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Bible Event: Ephesians 2:10 

Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Jesus Link: God sent Jesus so that we could be special friends with him.
What kids will learn about God in this worship experience:

· Kids will learn to ask the question, “Why did God make me? What’s my purpose?” God made each person for his purposes. We find our purposes as we listen to his directions for our life. A brief picture of five purposes will be introduced. We were made to love God, to be a part of his family, to become like Jesus, to serve others, and to tell others about Jesus. Kids will take home the point: *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.
· Children will respond to God’s love as they pray to him, thanking him for loving them and giving them Jesus. They will offer him their songs of worship, their offerings, and their actions of love as they actively learn God’s Word.
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Welcome Zone: (15–20 minutes)       

Purpose: While kids arrive give them a simple learning readiness activity that requires minimal supervision. This might include a video, games, blocks, or puzzles.  
Video Suggestion: Beginners Bible: The Story of the Good Samaritan, Sony Music Entertainment, Inc. and Time-Life Video and Television**
Activity Suggestion: Blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons.
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Opening Worship: (10-15 minutes)       
Children can bring forward the cross, candles, Bible, offering plate, and treasure box. The treasure box contains the props used to tell or dramatize the Bible event. Open with a simple prayer having the children repeat after you. Collect offering and talk about how God will use it.

Praise Songs: 

Choose two or three songs and list them here.
Bible Event: A Treasure Hunt
Call a child up front for an interview. Ask the child, “Who made you?” Most will correctly answer: “God.” Then ask, “Why did he make you?” You might get the answer, “Because he loves me,” which is the correct answer. Explain that you are wondering, for what purpose did God make you? Say:

For example, the purpose of a car is to move people, the purpose of a refrigerator is to keep food cold, the purpose of this roof over our heads is to keep out the rain. Now, what is the purpose for which God made you? Let’s play a game to find out.

Five boxes with lids, each wrapped in a different color paper, need to be hidden in the room, prior to kids arriving. Each box will contain a prop. The first box contains a heart-shaped pillow or a heart cut-out of paper; the second box contains several dolls representing a family; the third box contains a lump of clay; the fourth box contains a band-aid; and the fifth box contains a Christian video (For example: Treasures From Heaven: The Animated Stories from the New Testament, Nest Masters Inc., 1991.).

Children will need to be assigned to five groups, with colors that correspond to the boxes. Cut construction paper ‘tickets’ in the five corresponding colors and have children draw from a basket to see which group they are in. Have the children sit in their assigned color group on the floor. 

Whichever group’s color corresponds to the first box, will start the game. Explain to that group that they are going to play “Hot and Cold” to try to find their box. Have the members of that group ONLY search for their box, while the large group presenter directs them by saying, “Hot” and “Cold.” The presenter can say something like, “Meagan is cold, getting colder, now warmer. Justin is warm…” Make sure that the other groups watch and wait their turn. Explain to the kids that they are looking for THEIR color box only. If they happen to see another group’s box, they shouldn’t say anything. Each group, in turn, returns their box to the table up front.

Just as you listened to my directions, or clues, and found your box, we can listen to God in his word. He tells us what our purposes are. Let’s look at some of the examples the groups have brought back.

Each box represents one of God’s purposes for us. The heart tells us that we are here to love God. The family of dolls tells us that we are here to be part of God’s family. (The large group presenter should mold the lump of clay into a person.) The clay shows that we are here to become like Jesus. The band-aid tells us that we are here to help others. The video is a way that we can tell others about Jesus. Each of the props represents a reason we are here, and each one will be discussed further in the next several weeks. 

Remember: *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.
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Action Zones: (20-30 minutes)   
Purpose: Children move at their leisure to the activities according to their interest. Adults are assigned to oversee each of the zones watching for safety, assisting any activity, and helping the children connect to the lesson of the day. All zones are introduced at the beginning of Zone Time. Some suggested zones are included below. It is usually best to have all children go to the Snack Zone first. Sing a blessing song or say a snack prayer together before dismissing to the zones. During the Zone Time, children may arrive from mid-service dismissal if this is an option at your church. Be prepared to welcome the children and invite them to choose a zone.
Snack Zone: Give each child a licorice whip. Have them lay it on the table in a winding path. Give each child several candies (raisins, M & M’s, Skittles) to trace along the licorice path. The licorice path reminds us that we each have a path and a purpose to lead us to God.

Drama Zone: Provide occupational costumes like policeman, nurse, pastor, teacher, bride, doctor, etc. Explain that God has a purpose for each of us, no matter what job we have when we grow up.

Coloring Zone: Color the coloring page, “God Made Me for His Purpose”.

Video Zone: Treasures From Heaven: The Animated Stories from the New Testament, Nest Masters Inc., 1991
Craft Zone: Have children create their ‘path’ on the template provided. Have them color the “me” picture. Let them use the glue bottle to make their own unique winding path to Jesus. They can sprinkle glitter on their glue to show their path to Jesus. Attach a pre-made sticker that says, “God Made Me For His Purposes – Follow God’s Path.”

Play Zone: Use masking tape or string to create a maze on the floor for the children to walk through and figure out. 

Quiet Reading Zone: Basket of books. Zacchaeus is a wonderful example of someone who discovered that his purpose was to live for God, rather than money. Include a book about Zacchaeus, such as “Too Tall, Too Small”, by Mary Manz Simon, from the Hear Me Read Big Book Series, published by Concordia Publishing House.
Music Zone: “Thank You, Lord, for Making Me” by Vince Barlow from the CD titled Dance, Shout, Sing, by Willow Creek. 

Closing Worship: (20 minutes)


Purpose: As you empty the zones and clean up, begin the music so the children can start wandering over. 
Worship Songs: 

Choose one or two songs and list them here.
Bible Application with Puppet Presentation:
Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet.

Sammy comes out feeling sad. His mom is busy with Sunday school lessons. His dad is busy with work. His big brother is working on his newspaper route. Everyone he knows is busy with important jobs. But Sammy isn’t busy with anything. He doesn’t feel like he is important at all. He has no important jobs to do for anyone. Nobody needs him.

The large group presenter tells him that this is not true! He explains that Sammy has a very important purpose! God needs Sammy! Today’s lesson is about everyone having a special purpose for God. God has a plan for each and every one of us! 

The large group presenter should get the boxes out from the Bible event and let the kids explain to Sammy what each prop represented. The large group presenter should help explain the props and tell Sammy that God has a very special purpose for him. Sammy can start doing any of the things that God wants us to do, like helping others and telling them about Jesus. These are the most important jobs that Sammy can do! 

Remember: *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.

Prayer Time:
Purpose: Allow children to contribute their own prayers. This will teach them to turn to God in both good times and in times of trouble. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

“Children Pray” Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Train Option:  Children line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone and speak their brief prayers of thanksgiving.

_____ Prayer Chair: Children stand in a circle around one child sitting on a chair in the middle. All children in the circle will lay a hand on the child sitting in the chair as they say a prayer together.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and taps children on the head to stand and speak their prayer.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire Prayer along with you.

Blessing:

May God, who is all around you,
(slowly make large circle with hands)
pour his love upon you.

And Jesus, his life a sacrifice,

(slowly make a large sign of the cross)
walk right there beside you.

And may God’s Holy Spirit,

(hold hands over heart through last line )
the one who lives inside you,

keep you steadfast,

comfort, lead and guide you!

(open arms wide)
Song of Sending: 

Choose one song and list it here.

Closing Zones:

Purpose: Children go to an activity zone such as, the coloring zone, quiet reading zone, and children’s Christian music video zone, as they wait for their parents.

Supplies:

Welcome Zone:

· blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons

· The Beginners Bible: The Story of Creation, Sony Music Entertainment, Inc. and Time-Life Video and Television**
Opening Worship:

· five boxes of various sizes, with lids

· five colors of butcher or wrapping paper

· five corresponding colors of construction paper cut into small squares (tickets)

· heart shaped pillow or picture

· several dolls to form a family

· lump of clay

· band-aid

· evangelistic video, like Treasures From Heaven: The Animated Stories from the New Testament, Nest Masters Inc., 1991**

Action Zones:

Snack Zone:
· licorice whips

· small raisins, M & M’s or Skittles

Drama Zone:

· occupational costumes 

Coloring Zone:

· color “God Made Me for a Purposes” coloring page†
Video Zone:
· Treasures From Heaven: The Animated Stories from the New Testament, Nest Masters Inc., 1991**
Craft Zone:

· path template (see attached)

· crayons

· glue

· glitter

· pre-made stickers (Avery 5160) that say, “God Made Me For His Purposes – Follow God’s Path”

Play Zone:

· masking tape or string

· Quiet Reading Zone:

· basket of books: include a book about Zacchaeus, such as “Too Tall, Too Small”, Hear Me Read Big Book, written by Mary Manz Simon, (Concordia Publishing House). Available at any Christian bookstore or order online at www.cph.org 
Music Zone:
· song, “Thank You, Lord, for Making Me”, by Vince Barlow from the CD titled Dance Shout, Sing, Willow Creek‡ 

Closing Worship:

· Sammy, the puppet

Closing Zones:

· colored pencils

· paper

· basket of books

Date: 	___________________________
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God Made Us for His Purposes





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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