
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Bible Verse: Acts 8:26-40 

Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Jesus Link: Jesus is the good news.
What kids will learn about God in this worship experience:

· Children will learn that God’s purpose for us is to share the good news of Jesus. God loved us so much that he sent Jesus. When we tell others this good news – Jesus dying to take away our sins – we are sharing God’s love with them. Kids will take home the point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.
· Children will respond to God’s love as they pray to him, thanking him for loving them and giving them Jesus. They will offer him their songs of worship, their offerings, and their actions of love as they actively learn God’s Word.
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Welcome Zone: (15–20 minutes)       

Purpose: While kids arrive give them a simple learning readiness activity that requires minimal supervision. This might include a video, games, blocks, or puzzles.  
Video Suggestion: Bed Bug Bible Gang: Family Friends, Morning Light Media, 2002.
Activity Suggestion: Blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons.
Opening Worship: (10-15 minutes)       
Children can bring forward the cross, candles, Bible, offering plate, and treasure box. The treasure box contains the props used to tell or dramatize the Bible event. Open with a simple prayer having the children repeat after you. Collect offering and talk about how God will use it.

Praise Songs: 

Choose two or three songs and list them here.
Bible Event: A Visit from the Traveler
The traveler is a character costumed in traveling gear: backpack, walking stick, hiking hat, and shoes. He explains that he has traveled all around the world discovering wonderful deeds that God has done. He tells of an adventure he just discovered in God’s Word as he pulls the Bible out of his backpack. As he tells the Bible event, he pulls out objects from his backpack that illustrate the story.

Traveler:
God wants us to share the good news of Jesus with everyone we know. Today, I’m going to tell you about a man named Philip and how he spread the good news of Jesus. 


An angel of the Lord told Philip to walk down a road between Jerusalem and Gaza. Philip believed in God and did what he was told. As he was traveling, he came upon a chariot. (Show a picture of a chariot or use a wagon as a prop.) Inside the chariot was a man from the country Ethiopia. Say Ethiopia with me. He was a wealthy man who worked for the Queen of Ethiopia. (Pull out some gold coins.) He was trying to read a part of the Bible, but couldn’t understand all of the words. (Show a scroll.) When Philip saw the chariot, the spirit of the Lord told him to go catch up to it.


When Philip caught up with him, he could hear the man trying to read. He yelled into the chariot, “Do you understand what you are reading?” The chariot stopped and the Ethiopian told Philip that he would like someone to teach him, so he could understand it better. So Philip got in the chariot and began to help him read. 


The Bible verse the Ethiopian was reading had been written many years before then. It said there would be a man who would be like a lamb who doesn’t cry out when something bad happens to him. I wonder, who was a man who let others do mean things to him, because he was going to die for the sins of the world? That’s right! Jesus! Philip used this verse to teach the man about Jesus. (Show the cross.) Philip told him the good news about Jesus going to the cross to take our sins away. The Ethiopian had never heard about Jesus before and was very excited! 


He was so excited that when the chariot got to some water, the Ethiopian said, “I believe in Jesus. Why can’t I be baptized right here?” And, he was baptized by Philip. (Spray water over the kids.) He wanted to hurry home to Ethiopia so he could tell others the others the good news about Jesus! 

Remember: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.
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Action Zones: (20-30 minutes)   
Purpose: Children move at their leisure to the activities according to their interest. Adults are assigned to oversee each of the zones watching for safety, assisting any activity, and helping the children connect to the lesson of the day. All zones are introduced at the beginning of Zone Time. Some suggested zones are included below. It is usually best to have all children go to the Snack Zone first. Sing a blessing song or say a snack prayer together before dismissing to the zones. During the Zone Time, children may arrive from mid-service dismissal if this is an option at your church. Be prepared to welcome the children and invite them to choose a zone.

Snack Zone: Have each child spread some colored butter on a piece of bread. This is like ‘spreading’ the good news. Provide alphabet cereal and have them use the letters to ‘write’ the good news on their bread. Apple sauce, or apple butter, also would spread well on the bread for this activity.

Drama Zone: Provide costumes and a wagon or a box with chairs to make a chariot and recreate the scene.

Coloring Zone: Color “Why am I Here? We are Here to Tell Others About Jesus” coloring page.

Puppet Zone: Kids use the puppets to have one puppet ask questions about who Jesus is and what he did. Another puppet can answer the questions.

Felt Zone: Use felt board materials to tell the story of Phillip preaching to the Ethiopian.

(Materials can be found for this story in “Betty Lukens Through the Bible in Felt”, 1996, Betty Lukens, Inc.)
Craft Zone: Provide a cross cut out of cardstock (or a sheet of cardstock with a cross outline). Have old newspapers and ads cut into small squares. With a glue stick, have the children paste the newspaper pieces onto the cross as a mosaic or collage. Place a pre-made label on top of the newspaper cross saying “Jesus is the Good News.”

Play Zone: Hold ‘chariot’ races. Mark start and finish lines on the floor with tape and hold relay races. Pair together children of similar size to pull another child on a blanket or sleeping bag. Have teams race against each other. 

Quiet Reading Zone: Beginners’ Bible or picture book so children can start reading about the good news of Jesus. 

Music Zone: Listen to a tape of Kid’s worship music. Let kids identify words that tell good news about Jesus, or good news about what God can do for us!


Closing Worship: (20 minutes)


Purpose: As you empty the zones and clean up, begin the music so the children can start wandering over. 
Worship Songs: 

Choose one or two songs and list them here.
Bible Application with Puppet Presentation:
Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet.

Sammy comes onto stage with a suitcase. He is very excited and has good news! His good news is that he is going on vacation. His whole family is going on vacation together and he can’t wait! The large group presenter is very happy for him. The large group presenter has some good news, too! A friend of his was having a birthday and he gets to go celebrate at a party later that day. Sammy thought that that was pretty good news, too! The large group presenter asks the children if they can think of a time when they’ve had good news to share. Maybe a new baby in the family? Or a birthday or vacation? Or learning to tie your shoe for the first time? Or learning how to spell your name? (Let kids share any good news they can think of.) 

The large group presenter thinks that all of those things are great news. But he asks the kids if they know the very best news of all. 

The very best news of all is Jesus. God loves us so much that he sent his very own son, Jesus, down to earth. He had to die on the cross in order to save our sins. So he did. He died and rose again so that you and I could be special friends with God in heaven forever! Isn’t that the best news? We should tell everyone we know about the good news of Jesus. 

Remember: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.
Prayer Time: 

Purpose: Allow children to contribute their own prayers. This will teach them to turn to God in both good times and in times of trouble. End with the Lord’s Prayer.
“Children Pray” Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Train Option:  Children line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone and speak their brief prayers of thanksgiving.

_____ Prayer Chair: Children stand in a circle around one child sitting on a chair in the middle. All children in the circle will lay a hand on the child sitting in the chair as they say a prayer together.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and taps children on the head to stand and speak their prayer.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire Prayer along with you.

Blessing:

May God, who is all around you,
(slowly make large circle with hands)
pour his love upon you.

And Jesus, his life a sacrifice,

(slowly make a large sign of the cross)
walk right there beside you.

And may God’s Holy Spirit,

(hold hands over heart through last line )
the one who lives inside you,

keep you steadfast,

comfort, lead and guide you!

(open arms wide)
Song of Sending: 

Choose one song and list it here.

Closing Zones:

Purpose: Children go to an activity zone such as, the coloring zone, quiet reading zone, and children’s Christian music video zone, as they wait for their parents.

Supplies:

Welcome Zone:

· blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons

· Bed Bug Bible Gang: Family Friends, Morning Light Media, 2002**

Opening Worship:

· Bible

· wagon or picture of a chariot

· gold coins

· scroll

· cross

Action Zones:

Snack Zone:
· slices of bread (white, wheat, etc.)

· colored butter

· Alphabits cereal

· plastic knives

· paper plates

· apple sauce or apple butter (optional)
Drama Zone:
· costumes 

· wagon or chairs and a box

Coloring Zone:

· color “We are Here to Tell Others About Jesus” coloring page†
Puppet Zone: 

· kids use puppets to have one ask the other questions about who Jesus is and what he did. Another puppet can answer the questions.

Felt Zone: 

· use felt board materials to tell the story of Philip preaching to the Ethiopian. (Materials can be found for this story in “Betty Lukens Through the Bible in Felt”, 1996, Betty Lukens, Inc.) Available at www.bettylukens.com.

Craft Zone:
· cardstock cross (8 ½ by 11)

· old newspapers and ads, cut into small pieces

· glue sticks

· pre-made stickers (Avery 5160) that say, “Jesus is the good news”

Play Zone:
· masking tape

· blanket or sleeping bag

· Quiet Reading Zone:
· Beginners’ Bible or picture Bible

Music Zone:

· listen to a tape of Kid’s worship music (your choice). Let kids identify words that tell good news about Jesus, or good news about what God can do for us!

Closing Worship:

· Sammy, the puppet

Closing Zones:

· colored pencils

· paper
· basket of books
Date: 	___________________________
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