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Bible Verse: Mark 4:26-29 

Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Jesus Link: God wants us to become more like Jesus.
What kids will learn about God in this worship experience:

· Children will learn that an important purpose that God has for us is to become like Jesus. God sent Jesus to give his life for us, so that we might be part of God’s family, and be changed to be more like Jesus. Just like we grow older, we can grow on the inside to be more like him. Kids will take home the point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus.
· Children will respond to God’s love as they pray to him, thanking him for loving them and creating them. They will offer him their songs of worship, their offerings, and their actions of love as they actively learn God’s Word.
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Welcome Zone: (15–20 minutes)       

Purpose: While kids arrive give them a simple learning readiness activity that requires minimal supervision. This might include a video, games, blocks, or puzzles.  

Video Suggestion: Choose a video and list it here.
Activity Suggestion: Blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons.
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Opening Worship: (10-15 minutes)       
Children can bring forward the cross, candles, Bible, offering plate, and treasure box. The treasure box contains the props used to tell or dramatize the Bible event. Open with a simple prayer having the children repeat after you. Collect offering and talk about how God will use it.

Praise Songs: 

Choose two or three songs and list them here.
Bible Event: Participation Drama
(Object lesson option: Use the Mystery Box, place sunflower and sunflower seeds inside.)
“Growing Like a Plant!”

Mark 4:26-28

The large group presenter explains that today’s lesson is about growing to be like Jesus. Ask the kids what kinds of things grow. Do kids grow? Do dogs grow? Do balls grow? Houses? Plants and flowers? Mailboxes? Etc. 

Today, we’re going to talk about growing, too. First, let’s talk about flowers and how they grow. 

Have the children get in balls on the floor and pretend that they are a seed that somebody’s going to plant. Have helpers go around and pat them on the back as if they we’re being planted in soil. Then ask the “seeds” if they need water to grow. Have helpers go around and lightly mist the “seeds” with a spray bottle. Then have the “seeds” start to grow by putting their arms up like the top of a plant breaking through the soil. Have them grow more and more until they are standing with their arms extended like a big plant.  Then have them bloom into a big, beautiful flower by putting on the biggest smile that they have.

Have the kids sit down again. Read Mark 4:26-28. Explain that Jesus is like a seed growing in our hearts. 

When we learn about Jesus, trust, and follow him, it is like the seed growing. We become more like him every day: kind and loving. 

(Include the following paragraph if doing the object lesson option):

Do you know what happens to a plant that grows all the way up? It makes seeds. Yes, did you know that sunflowers like this (pull sunflower out of mystery box) are full of seeds like this? (show sunflower seeds). So, then they help plant new seeds to make new plants. When Jesus lives in our hearts, we are like a flower that blooms, but has seeds to make more flower plants. That means we can help plant seeds in others. We can help others know about Jesus, who gave his life for us! Take one of the seeds now. (Pass out sunflower seeds.) Open up the shell and eat the little seed. This will remind you that Jesus is in you. But now, take another seed and give it to a friend. As you become more like Jesus, you can tell others, just like passing along these seeds.

And whenever we remember Jesus and praise him, it’s like a big flower blooming inside of us. That’s how we can grow to become like Jesus. 

Remember: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus. 
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Action Zones: (20-30 minutes)   
Purpose: Children move at their leisure to the activities according to their interest. Adults are assigned to oversee each of the zones watching for safety, assisting any activity, and helping the children connect to the lesson of the day. All zones are introduced at the beginning of Zone Time. Some suggested zones are included below. It is usually best to have all children go to the Snack Zone first. Sing a blessing song or say a snack prayer together before dismissing to the zones. During the Zone Time, children may arrive from mid-service dismissal if this is an option at your church. Be prepared to welcome the children and invite them to choose a zone.
Snack Zone: Make flowers by using Vanilla Wafer Tulip Shaped cookies. Use a little frosting and a pretzel stick to attach the stem.

Drama Zone: Practice telling another friend about Jesus and what he has done. Or, practice explaining the Coloring Page or the sunflower object lesson to a friend. 

Coloring Zone: “Why am I Here? We are here to become like Jesus” coloring page.

Puppet Zone: Jesus was very kind to people who were hurt. Let one child pretend his or her puppet is hurt and needs someone else to help. Another child’s puppet can be like Jesus and help!
Messy Zone: Provide potting soil and a flowering seed in season. Put them into a cup with a lid or a sandwich baggy with a seal to take home and plant/grow.  
Craft Zone: Make flower puppet/masks. Provide paper plates with the center circle cut out. Have petal shaped (or just rectangular strips) of colored construction paper for children to glue onto the paper plate for petals. Attach the flower mask to a craft stick. Make stickers (pre-made mailing labels) that say: “Growing to be like Jesus”.

Quiet Reading Zone: Basket of books, possibly provide plants or flowers to read beside. 
Music Zone: Let children listen to “I Want to Be Like Jesus” by Cindy Rethmeier from “Change My Heart, Oh God”, Vineyard Music. Perhaps a group could learn it. 




Closing Worship: (20 minutes)


Purpose: As you empty the zones and clean up, begin the music so the children can start wandering over. 
Worship Songs: 

Choose one or two songs and list them here.
Bible Application with Puppet Presentation:
Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet.

Sammy comes out with a flower mask from the craft zone, singing, “I’m planting a flower for God, I’m planting a flower for God.” The large group presenter interrupts and tells Sammy that his mask is nice, but asks what he means when he sings, “I’m planting a flower for God?” Sammy thinks about it and says that he thought the lesson meant that we’re supposed to plant flowers for God. The large group presenter tells Sammy that flowers are pretty, but we don’t have to plant flowers for God. 

You see, we watch flowers grow on the outside, but the most important thing to us is what grows on the inside. Jesus grows inside of us, just like a flower grows outside. Think about a time this past week when you shared a toy with a friend. Can any of you think of a time like that? Did any of you do what your mom or dad asked you to this week? Every time we share, or listen to our parents, or help someone else, Jesus is blooming in our hearts. 

Sammy figures it out. So we don’t actually plant flowers, we just show that Jesus is growing in our hearts? The large group leader encourages him and tells him that God’s word even says that God loved us so much, he gave us Jesus, and if you believe, he will grow in your heart and bloom. Remember: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus. 

Prayer Time: 

Purpose: Allow children to contribute their own prayers. This will teach them to turn to God in both good times and in times of trouble. End with the Lord’s Prayer.
“Children Pray” Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Train Option:  Children line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone and speak their brief prayers of thanksgiving.

_____ Prayer Chair: Children stand in a circle around one child sitting on a chair in the middle. All children in the circle will lay a hand on the child sitting in the chair as they say a prayer together.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and taps children on the head to stand and speak their prayer.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire Prayer along with you.

Blessing:

May God, who is all around you,
(slowly make large circle with hands)
pour his love upon you.

And Jesus, his life a sacrifice,

(slowly make a large sign of the cross)
walk right there beside you.

And may God’s Holy Spirit,

(hold hands over heart through last line )
the one who lives inside you,

keep you steadfast,

comfort, lead and guide you!

(open arms wide)
Song of Sending: 

Choose one song and list it here.

Closing Zones:

Purpose: Children go to an activity zone such as, the coloring zone, quiet reading zone, and children’s Christian music video zone, as they wait for their parents.

Supplies:

Welcome Zone:

· blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons

Opening Worship:

· Bible

· spray bottle of water

· (Object lesson option): Sunflower and sunflower seeds in the Mystery Box

Action Zones:

Snack Zone:
· vanilla wafer tulip-shaped cookies

· frosting

· pretzel sticks

Drama Zone:

· coloring page from coloring zone or sunflower seeds to practice telling another friend about Jesus and what he has done
Coloring Zone:

· color “We are Here to Become Like Jesus” coloring page†
Puppet Zone:

· puppets to pretend like they are hurt and another puppet helps them
Messy Zone:
· potting soil

· flowering seeds

· plastic cups with lids or resealable sandwich baggies

Craft Zone:

· paper plates

· scissors

· various colors of construction paper

· glue, tape

· craft sticks

· pre-made stickers (Avery 5160) that say, “Growing to be like Jesus”

Quiet Reading Zone:

· basket of books

· plants or flowers  

Music Zone:

· play the song, “I Want to Be Like Jesus” by Cindy Rethmeier from “Change My Heart, Oh God”, Vineyard Music‡.
Closing Worship:

· Sammy, the puppet

Closing Zones:

· colored pencils

· paper
· basket of books

Date: 	___________________________


Series:	YMI Here? Lesson 4 (Special Series)





Discipleship: We Can Become Like Jesus





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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