
[image: image1.jpg]PWern-Up



Grandparents – Leaving a Legacy of Faith
Discussion Guide Session Two
Presented By: Larry Fowler
Executive Director of Global Networking

                                                       At Awana

Grandparenting Under Construction
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 (Presentation segment 4:37 minutes/Discussion time 10 minutes)

What is something about grandparenting that you didn’t expect?
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When the Kids Won’t Cooperate

(Presentation segment 16:09 minutes)

The #1 barrier to influencing our grandchildren is when our relationship with our adult children, their parents, is not harmonious.

Two things you already know:

1.                                                                2.

The Control/Influence Principle:

· Parenting is the process of letting go of control.

· Therefore, as a grandparent, you have no control.

1.  The effectiveness of our influence is directly proportional to the depth of our relationships.

a. What is causing the breakdown of the relationship on your side?

b. What can you do to heal the relationship?

2. Focus on constructive connections, not destructive differences.
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Let’s Talk About It: 
(Discussion time 10 minutes)

How much do you tend to try and control?  From what you have just learned, how could you have more influence in your adult child’s life?
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When the Kids Are Just Wrong
(Presentation segment 9:41 minutes)
Sometimes, our adult children are beyond just not cooperating, they are defiant against spiritual things, living a sinful life, or worse.  What do we do in that instance?

How about – do what Jesus did?

1. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14
2. We may be the only “Jesus” our grandchildren ever see; so like Him, we want to be full of grace and full of truth.

3. The Woman Caught in Adultery (John 8)
4. Truth builds up a wall; grace brings down the wall.
5. Sometimes the only way our kids will hear the truth is if we lead with grace.

Let’s Talk About It:  
(Discussion time 10 minutes)

Talk about how this principle of leading with grace applies in your relationships as a grandparent.
●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●◊●
[image: image2.jpg]MWeap-Up




 (Presentation segment 5:22 minutes)

· Get beyond spoiling and be intentional!
· Get beyond failure – if you’ve failed in the past, leave it behind you.
· Get beyond hurt – if your adult child has deeply hurt you, leave it in the past.
· Get beyond retirement – get back in the game with a plan to influence your grandchildren and the generations beyond them!
Assignment: Be a Faith Legacy Grandparent!
Closing Prayer & Blessing
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