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Grandparents – Leaving a Legacy of Faith
Discussion Guide Session One
Presented By: Larry Fowler
Executive Director of Global Networking

                                                       At Awana

The Biblical Side of Grandparenting
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 (Presentation segment 7:08 minutes/discussion time 10 minutes)

It’s Fourth Quarter!
What are simple opportunities you have right now to impact your grandchildren?
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Where in the Bible is Grandparenting?
(Presentation segment 15 minutes)

Generation-to-generation pattern:
“But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever; from generation to generation we will recount your praise.” Psalm 79:13

· Passing on the Faith

“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.”  Psalm 145:4

· Perpetuating the Faith

“Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children to another generation.”  Joel 1:3

A Multi-generational Vision:
· Teaching Two Generations

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life.  Make them known to your children and your children’s children…”  Deuteronomy 4:9

· Thinking Four Generations

“For the Lord builds up Zion; he appears in his glory; he regards the prayer of the destitute and does not despise their prayer.  Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be created may praise the Lord…”  Psalm 102:16-18

“He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children…”  Psalm 78:5-6
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Let’s Talk About It: 
(Discussion time 10 minutes)

What surprised you about what the Bible says about future generations?  How might you “run alongside” the parents of your grandchildren to better influence them and future generations?
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The Private Pains of Grandparenting
(Presentation segment 17:04 minutes)
· What Facts Reveal
· Our adult children: 2/3 of us have an adult child who has abandoned their faith.

· Our grandchildren: 70% are walking away from church upon leaving their homes.

Grandchild…

	#1:
	#6:

	#2:
	#7:

	#3:
	#8:

	#4:
	#9:

	#5:
	#10:


The Spiritual Triangle (Timothy’s Influencers)
· Grandparent: Lois
· Parent: Eunice
· Spiritual Mentor: Paul

Let’s Talk About It:  
(Discussion time 10 minutes)

Share with your group where your children are spiritually.
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 (Presentation segment 4:02 minutes)

· The Bible gives us clear examples of what the role of a grandparent can and should be.
· Consider where your children and grandchildren are in their walk with the Lord.
· God never gives up.  He is drawing them (your children and grandchildren) to Him.
Assignment: Between now and next week would you consider having some conversations?  Talk to your adult children about passing on faith, or share what you learned from this session.
Closing Prayer & Blessing
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