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Faith Chest (Birth)

Blessing Script 
Option One: Baptism Service

The following may be inserted as part of the baptism service.  After the baptism and the presentation of the baptismal candle, the Faith Chest may be presented with the following script.  

Pastor:
Parents, God has given a great treasure to child’s name.  It is the gift of a relationship with himself.  It is the treasure of faith.  Through the years, you can invest in that treasure so that your child will grow in his/her faith.

This Faith Chest is a symbol of the treasure of faith.  Put the baptismal candle and baptismal garment inside.  In years to come, tell your child of God’s promise given in baptism.  Place other objects inside: Picture Bible, devotional materials, worship music, and reminders of servanthood.  May this Faith Chest be a constant reminder in your home of the privilege you have to help your child grow in his/her faith and love for our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

(Option)  At this time, if you would like to speak a special blessing over your child, you may do so.  

The service continues with the baptismal thanksgiving prayer.

Option Two: 

Blessing Script for Faith Chest Ceremony 

If you choose not to use the Faith Chest as part of the baptism service, the following may be used as a closing ceremony to the Faith Chest classes.  It might also be incorporated in a worship service.  

Introduction (Pastor):
Parents, child’s name is a gift from the Lord.  Yet you do not own your child, God does.   God has created this child.  God has redeemed this child through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  God has given this child new birth in baptism through the power of the Holy Spirit.  This is God’s child.

But God has entrusted you to raise this child.   When you consider all that you will invest in future years to raise this child, remember that the most important investment will be in this child’s faith.  This Faith Chest is a symbol of the treasure of faith.  May this Faith Chest be a constant reminder in your home that God has given you the responsibility to invest in the growth of child’s name faith.  

Pastor’s Blessing to the Parents  (Pastor):

I pray God’s blessing over you that you would invest in your child’s faith.

Invest your love in your child…and he/she will more easily learn to trust God’s love for him/her.

Invest your teaching through family devotions, reading the Bible, and worshiping at church.  You may want to keep some of your devotional materials in the chest.

Invest your examples.  Your child will follow you as you follow Christ.  Show your child that to follow Christ means to serve others.

Invest your prayers.  Pray regularly for your child.  Pray blessings into your child’s life.  Over the years, you may put several blessing objects in this chest.  Praying and blessing your child is a life-long endeavor.

Parents’ Blessing to their Child:

Pastor:  At this time, parent’s name(s), you may pray a blessing over your child.

Congregational Blessing to the Child (Faith Step Facilitator):

Church, you are the body of Christ.  You have the responsibility to pray for this child and this family and encourage them to grow in their faith.  

Church, will you do this?  If so, then respond with:  “Yes, with God’s help.” (Congregation responds, “Yes, with God’s help.”)  Let’s pray a blessing for them now.  

“Gracious heavenly Father, we thank you that you have created this family, made this family your own, and in baptism made child’s name your own.  We pray your blessing over them now.  Help them grow spiritually.  Help them invest in the treasure of faith in the life of child’s name until that day when he/she receives the treasure stored up for him/her in heaven.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Closing Response:

Let’s put our hands together to celebrate the treasure of faith that is nurtured in this family today!
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