PUPPETEER TECHNIQUES

1. Be precise in practicing lip-synch. 

Only open and close the puppet’s mouth with each syllable. When not speaking, be sure to keep the mouth open.

2. Always keep the puppet moving. 

People move when they talk. Their heads can be looking around the room. Their arms gesture. Giving the puppets natural motions, even when they are not talking, helps to keep the attention on the puppets.

3. Always have the puppet look at whom they are speaking. 

Occasionally you may have it look away and then look back. The bigger challenge is to make sure that you are not gazing at the ceiling but that the eyes are connecting with the person(s) to whom the puppet is speaking.

4. Don’t pop the top. 

Try to have the puppet speak by dropping the jaw instead of popping up the top of the head. To more easily do this, cross your fingers before inserting them into the puppet’s head. You will find it easier to not pop the top.

5. Have the script sheets well placed. 

If possible, tape them to the inside of the puppet stage so that you won’t need to flip pages.

6. Keep puppets off-stage if they are not involved.

After the puppet dialogue, the presentation may begin. The puppet should always exit from the puppet stage. If the puppet is on stage, it must be part of the presentation or it will be a distraction.

7. Let children only see puppets when they are “alive.”
Don’t store your puppets where kids can see them lifeless.














