[image: image3.jpg]ve for
Lord..‘plans

filled with




[image: image4.jpg]





[image: image5.jpg]



Take Home Point: *God can make good from what seems bad.         *Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. 
Bible Event: Genesis 37-45             

Key Verses: Jeremiah 29:11, “‘I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD…‘plans to give you a future filled with hope.’”

Genesis 50:20: “Even though you planned evil against me, God planned good to come out of it. This was to keep many people alive, as he is doing.”
We will help kids know:
· God works all things out for good in our lives.

· Joseph was faithful by forgiving his brothers and God forgave him.
· When we can’t see the whole picture, God is still there.
We will help kids feel:
· Confident that God is in control of what is happening in their lives.

· Hopeful when the picture of their life isn’t clear. 

We will help kids do:
· Share their confidence with others when they struggle with problems in their life.

· Pray for God’s peace in stressful times.
THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	3-4
	Kids try to assemble a puzzle without first seeing what it should look like. Sometimes it seems like the pieces of our life don’t fit together. But God knows what all the pieces look like when they are put together. 
	· one 25-50 piece puzzle for each group in a container other than the original puzzle box

	Large Group
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	8
8

9
9
	Welcome – The Story Overview; 

Watch Ch. 2 recap video
Play “Catch the Story”
Watch Ch. 3 teen video StoryScene, The Story
Story Tell: “Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh”

	· Teen video, The Story

· Four balls of differing colors



	Small Group Application
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	6

	Children make a picture frame or refrigerator magnet to remind them that God knows their future and cares for them.
	Option 1:

· 2-4 x 6-inch rectangles of card stock for each child, one having a 2 x 3-inch center cut out

· Bible verse stickers 

· glue

· puzzle pieces

Option 2:
· glue

· puzzle pieces

· Bible verse stickers 

· 2 x 3-inch pieces of cardboard or fun foam

· magnets


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Each group will work with a 25-50 piece puzzle. The goal is to allow kids to feel the frustration of trying to put together a puzzle while looking at only the back sides of the pieces.
As kids arrive, lay the puzzle pieces out on the table face down. Tell students they’re not allowed to turn the pieces over. As you show them the box cover, say:

We’re going to put together a puzzle. You have two minutes to put this puzzle together, but you cannot look at the front side at all. Let’s see how far we can get in two minutes. Go!
Stop the process after two minutes. Count the number of pieces that were assembled. (Turn them over to make sure they actually fit together.) Then disassemble them and “shuffle” them so they’re no longer side by side.
OK now turn the pieces over. You have two minutes to see how far you can get when you’re able to see the front of the puzzle pieces.
Stop the process again after two minutes. Count the number of pieces that were assembled this time.

Is life ever like a puzzle? How was this experience like real life? Possible answers:
· You can’t always see clearly how to put things together. 

· If you don’t have a clear vision of what you want to have happen, it’s going to be hard to make it happen. 

· When you know where you’re going, life is a lot easier – and more fun!

· It’s fun to work together with others on a common project.

We are going to compare our life to a puzzle today. Life may be very difficult at times because we just cannot see the whole picture. 

Share a time in your life when you could not see the whole picture of what was happening but later God revealed it. It could be about a sickness or tragedy in the life of a family member or friend and how God worked in that circumstance. Ask one or more of the following questions. 
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Can you think of situations that seem unfair at times? Are things happening in your life that seems confusing? Can you think of something that hasn’t worked out the way you wanted it to? Would you share that with the group?

Let the kids talk about areas in their lives that seem really confusing. You may need to give children examples like “Are you having any problems with your friends or your parents?” “What about school?” “Do you know of some family going through a divorce or death of a loved one?” “What about the death of a pet?” 

Imagine that your life is like this puzzle, only face down. And imagine you didn’t know what it was supposed to be. Could you tell how it would finally end up looking? No. As a matter of fact, sometimes in our lives it seems that few things fit together, or sometimes it may seem that nothing fits together! But God sees the entire picture. He knows the future so he knows how it will all turn out.

When we trust in God and what Jesus has done for us through his death on the cross, we know that all the pieces of the puzzle will fit together. In the Bible event today we will learn that *God can make good from what seems bad.

Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means. 
· Overview / Welcome to The Story

· The Story Recap video

· “Catch the Story” game to review last week’s content

· The StoryScene overview video for Chapter 3 of The Story 

Story-Tell: “Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh”
The ups and downs of Joseph’s life teach us a valuable lesson: *God can make good from what seems bad.
Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened?
Have kids refer to Genesis 42-45 in their Bibles.
The first time the brothers went to Egypt, Simeon was thrown in jail. Joseph told them they couldn’t come back without Benjamin. What do you think the brothers thought about that? What do you think they thought their father would say? Why didn’t Jacob want to let Benjamin go? (Genesis 42:36. He had already lost two sons, Joseph and Simeon. He was afraid he would lose a third son.)
When Joseph revealed himself to his brothers, what did he say? (Genesis 45:5-8. “Don’t be sad or angry with yourselves that you sold me. God sent me ahead of you to save lives…”)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
How do you think the brothers felt when they found out who Joseph was? Sorry? Afraid? Jealous? Angry? What do you think?
Why do you think Joseph didn’t tell his brothers right away who he was? (He was testing them to make sure they had really changed.)

Do you think it was difficult for Joseph to forgive his brothers? (It may have been at first, but Joseph knew God saw the big picture and only wanted what was best for him. He trusted God to take care of everything else.)

Read the key verse…
Joseph later said in Genesis 50:20, “Even though you planned evil against me, God planned good to come out of it. This was to keep many people alive, as he is doing.”
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Joseph had to go through many different changes in his life. What changes does God make in our lives? (He changes us from not being a part of his family to being his own children. He does this when we trust Jesus as our Savior. Our baptism is a way God calls us his children.)
Read Jeremiah 29:11…
“For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (NIV)
How does this verse make you feel about God? How does it make you feel about your future?

Let’s memorize a part of that verse. “‘I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD... ‘plans to give you a future filled with hope.’”

What do you think this verse means?
Option: You could have kids write this part of the verse in their own words.

Application Activity:

As the children work on the following activity, use the time to talk to individual children about areas in their lives where it is difficult to see God’s plan. Share your knowledge of God’s love for you. Reassure them of God’s care. Help the children through the power of the Holy Spirit to learn to trust God’s heart.
Option 1: Picture Frame
To make the frame, glue the two pieces of card stock together with a thin line of glue around two of the sides and along bottom. Leave the top open so when dry, a picture can be slid inside. Glue the puzzle pieces to the edge of the frame overlapping them.

Put a sticker on the bottom of the frame that reads, “’I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD... ‘plans to give you a future filled with hope.’” 

Option 2: Refrigerator Magnet 

Attach the magnet to the back of cardboard or fun foam. Stick the Bible verse on the front of the cardboard or fun foam. Glue puzzle pieces in several layers to one side.

No matter how impossible things look and no matter how difficult it is to see the future, God knows your future and cares for you. *God can make good from what seems bad.
Closing Prayer:

This lesson may bring up many personal concerns for the children. Spend plenty of time praying for these together as a group. Thank God that we can trust him to keep his promises.

LARGE GROUP PRESENTATION
God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

How did you do this past week?  How many of you read chapter 3 of your “Story for Kids” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about how God can make something good out of bad things. 
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened last week in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?
The Story Rewind:
Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing only The StoryRecap Session 3 (reviewing session 2). (You will show the StoryScene for today’s session later…)
“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball.  Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question.  If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

 Questions to review last week: 
· Green: 
Who did God call to go to a new land, with the promise to 


make him into a great nation? (Abraham or Abram)
· Blue: 
What did Abraham and Sarah name their son, and what does 


his name mean? (“Isaac” means “he laughs.”)
· Purple:
What shocking thing was Abraham told to do, and how did that 

part of the story work out? (God told him to sacrifice Isaac. Just 


as he was about to do it, God stopped him and provided a ram to 


be the sacrifice instead.)
· Yellow:
How do you think Isaac felt as he realized he was about 


to be the sacrifice?
After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. Choose one boy and one girl.
Say to the two representatives: Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! (No pressure though…)

· (fill in with a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – what color are _______’s shoes this morning? The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson …)

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play StoryScene for Chapter 3:  
Story-Tell: “Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh”
The ups and downs of Joseph’s life teach us a valuable lesson: *God can make good from what seems bad.
Jeremiah 29:11, “‘I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD…‘plans to give you a future filled with hope.’”

Genesis 50:20 says, “Even though you planned evil against me, God planned good to come out of it. This was to keep many people alive, as he is doing.” We can trust God even when bad things happen in our lives. Let’s pray and ask God to give us an attitude of trust.

Prayer:

Dear Father, I am so glad you see the whole picture of my life. I am glad you would never harm me. Thank you for only wanting what is the best for me. Help me trust you more when I can’t see the whole picture. Amen.

Date:	_________________________


Series:	The Story
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Slave to Deputy Pharaoh


 


 





These questions are to help get a discussion going.


Don’t feel like you need to ask every one.








Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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