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Take Home Point: *God tells us in baptism, “I am your God, and you are my child whom I love.”
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.       
Bible Event: Matthew 3
Key Verse: Matthew 3:17: “Then a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased.’” (GW)
We will help kids know:

· God’s covenant message in the Old Testament was primarily “I am your God and you are my people.”  

· God’s message to us in baptism is much the same, “I am your God, and you are my child.” In baptism, we are adopted into God’s family.

· Jesus is God’s true son. When he was baptized, God said, “This is my Son whom I love, with him I am well pleased.”

We will help kids feel:

· Empowered because God is pleased with them and calls them to be his children. 

· Challenged that their ministry begins right now. God calls them in baptism to be his sons and daughters and to live for him.

We will help kids do:

· Make a reminder of what it means to be baptized and hear God say, “You are my child whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

· Receive baptism for those who are not yet baptized but in faith desire it.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	[image: image6.jpg]


Small Group Warm-Up


	3-4
	Kids use flour, water, strips of paper, and a heart to learn how all are connected to God in baptism and how we are connected to each other. When we become God’s child, we become a part of God’s family. We also become brothers and sisters in Christ.


	· flour

· water

· bowl

· eight to ten different colored strips of paper 

· hand wipes

· something to cover the floor

· wax paper with a heart outline drawn on it

	Large Group
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	4

11-12

12-13

	Overview

Pass the Promise Interaction

Interview with John the Baptist


	· Bible with a cross on it

· football with cross taped onto it

· baptismal font

· actor dressed as John the Baptist or the video The Visual Bible: Matthew (3:1-17) (Visual International and Visual Entertainment, Inc., 1997)

	Small Group Application
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	5-7

	Kids make an origami dove while talking about what baptism means. The dove is a reminder of the words God spoke over Jesus and says to us through baptism: *I am your God and you are my child whom I love. 


	· dove worksheet (p. 14)

· pens or markers

· scissors


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
At Jesus’ baptism, God declared, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased.” In our baptism, God calls us to be his children. Because of Jesus, God says to us, “This is my child, whom I love; with him/her I am well pleased.”
This hands-on warm-up activity involves the children mixing a small amount of water into flour to make a flour paste. Each child will then write his name on a colored strip of paper, dip the paper strip into the paste mixture, and apply the strip to a large piece of wax paper. As children apply their strips to the wax paper, they will fill in a heart outline that was drawn on the waxed paper before class. 

While making the flour paste, say: 
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Today we will talk about baptism. We are going to use some flour and water to show you what God is telling us when we get baptized. In baptism, God takes water (Hold up the cup of water) and mixes it with his powerful word. (Hold up the bowl of flour and then mix the water and flour together.) He then spreads that on us. (Spread paste on a strip of paper with your name on it.) In doing this, God unites himself with us. (Stick your name onto the wax paper heart.) *God tells us in baptism, “I am your God, and you are my child whom I love.”
Pass out the strips of paper and have the children write their names on them. 

Your strip of paper will remind you of yourself as a child of God. Now dip your strip into the paste we made and apply it to the wax paper to help fill in the heart outline. The heart reminds us of God’s love for us.
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While we are “connecting” our strips to fill in the heart, share how you are unique from anyone else. Notice how each one of the strips of paper is different. God wants you to feel special for the unique way he made you and called you to be his child. 

Just like our strips of paper are connected together to make this heart, we are all connected to God in baptism and we are connected to each other. When we become his child, we become a part of God’s family. We also become brothers and sisters in Christ.

Today we will learn *God tells us in baptism, “I am your God and you are my child whom I love.”
Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
Catch the Story
Pass the Promise Interaction: Presenter uses the Pass the Promise football to show how God passes us his promise through baptism.
Interview with John the Baptist: In this Bible event from Matthew 3, John preaches repentance and baptism to the people of Jordan. As John baptizes Jesus, God makes known to the world that Jesus is his true Son.

Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible Event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?

Have kids refer to Matthew 3 in their Bibles for the following. 
What message did John the Baptist preach? (Matthew 3:2-3. Repent and prepare the way for the Lord, Jesus.)

Who came and heard John and what did they then do? (Matthew 3:5-6. People from Jerusalem, Judea, and the whole region of Jordan. They confessed their sins and were then baptized by John.)

Jesus also came to John to be baptized. But John knew Jesus had never sinned. How did John feel about baptizing Jesus? (Matthew 3:14. He felt unworthy.)

Why did Jesus say he must be baptized? (Matthew 3:15. To do all God wanted him to do as an example for us.)

What miraculous thing happened as soon as Jesus was baptized? (Matthew 3:16-17. Heaven opened and the Spirit of God descended like a dove on Jesus and God’s voice was heard saying, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased.”)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?

Why was God pleased with his Son? (He loved Jesus and was saying to the world that this was his true Son. He was pleased that Jesus obeyed him.) 

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Application Activity:

To help us remember what baptism means to us, we are going to make an origami, or paper, dove. On the top part of the dove is our main Bible point, “I am your God, and you are my child whom I love.” That reminds us of what God says to us in our baptism. 
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On the backside of your paper, write some special things about yourself that makes you unique. Write several things you like about how God has made you. You might write about your appearance or your personality. 
Pause for the kids to write and have them share out loud some of what they are have written. This helps them feel special. 

Then write things you might do to show you are God’s special child. These might be things you can do this week to show God’s love to someone else. 
Have kids share some specific examples and then give them a short time to write down ideas.

[image: image13.jpg]


After the children have written on the backside of their papers, they can cut along the solid line at the bottom of the page to cut off the excess paper. With this done, the children are now ready to fold their paper doves.
1. Fold under side flaps (Line 1) to make a point. 
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2. Fold in half along Line 2. 
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3. Fold down along Line 3 to crease. 
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4. Fold back along Line 4 to crease.  

5. Push in along Line 5 to create the beak of the bird. 
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Cut along solid Line 6 to create tail wings. Also, cut along short solid lines to create feathers. 
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7. Fold up flaps on both sides (Lines 7) to create the wings of the dove.
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Look at the dove and remember what God spoke over Jesus and says to you through baptism. Let’s read it together. * I am your God and you are my child whom I love. 

God loves us so much, he wants to adopt us into his family. We become officially his.

Give each child this week’s trading card. Say:

The picture on the front of this card reminds us that *God tells us in baptism, “I am your God, and you are my child whom I love.” If you were going to use this card to tell your parents or a friend what you learned today, what would you tell them?

Help the students come up with what they might say. 

Closing Prayer:
Ask if every child knows Jesus as his Savior. Ask if all have been baptized. Minister to children accordingly. You might want to lead a child in a prayer of receiving Christ as Savior if that child desires. Such a prayer has these essential elements: 

1. Praying to God;  

2. Being sorry for my sins; 

3. Thanking God for sending Jesus to die on the cross to pay for the punishment for my sins; and 

4. Receiving Jesus as Savior and asking him to take control of my life.  

Close your eyes. I want you to imagine God is right next to you and he is saying this to you. “(Name of child), I am your God, and you are my child whom I love. What would you like to thank me for or ask me?”  

Repeat with each student. If a child has not been baptized and is a believer, pass that child’s name on to your pastor.


Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes

INTRODUCTION:

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

As students enter the large group area, divide them by gender.

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read “ The Story” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?

The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing ONLY The Story Recap Session 22.  (You will show the Story Scene for today’s session later…)

“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball.  Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question.  If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     
 “Catch the Story" Game:—Marshmallow Version (optional)
Supplies: 20 mini marshmallows;  2 marshmallow shooters (Appendix)
And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Invite a boy and a girl on stage as a shooter.  Boys and girls teams take turns answering questions.  The person who catches the marshmallow launched by their shooter is the one who attempts the answer.  If they miss it, the other team gets to shoot a marshmallow and catch it for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

Questions to review last week: 
· First question: 
What did the angel tell Mary when he appeared to her? (That she had found favor with God and that the Spirit of the Lord would come upon her and she would become pregnant and give birth to the Son of God.)
· Second question:    

What was the Angel’s name that appeared to Mary? (Gabriel)
· Third question:  
When Joseph heard the news, what did he plan to do? What happened? (He planned to divorce her quietly, but an angel appeared to him and told him that Mary was going to have a baby from the Holy Spirit.)
· Fourth question:   


Where was the baby born?  Why?



(Bethlehem.  Because Cesar Augustus ordered that a census be taken of all the people. Also, to fulfill the Old Testament prophecy.)
· Bonus:  
What does the name Immanuel mean?  (God with us.)
After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. 
Choose one boy and one girl. Say to the two representatives:

Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! (No pressure though…)

Ask a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – what color are _______’s shoes this morning? (The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson.)  Or ask: 

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  
Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Pass the Promise Interaction

The large group presenter uses a football with a cross on it to review the Old Testament covenant message, “I am your God, and you are my people.” 

In the Old Testament, God always reminded the people, “I am your God and you are my people.” Today we are going to hear him say something to us that’s very similar but it’s not in the old covenant. It’s in the new covenant. It’s a new way God says it. 

This is a baptismal font where water is used to baptize people. (Picks up the football with a cross on it.) This is a reminder of the promise that was passed on to the people in the Old Testament. God said that he was going to send a Savior. He has—he sent Jesus. In baptism, that message comes to us. It’s the promise of forgiveness and new life in him. How do we receive it? With hands of faith. 

Remember how in previous lessons God passed the promise of Jesus to his people? God also passes the promise of Jesus to us. In baptism God says, “I am your God and you are my child.” We can become God’s children through the forgiveness that Jesus bought for us. Baptism is just like this football being passed to you. You can catch it by trusting in the promise. You have the hands of faith. 

(Toss the football to a child.) When you catch it, you say, “I trust in whatever you say! I am your child through believing in what Jesus has done for me.” (Ask for the football back and do this again with another child.)

Have you ever found a stray dog or cat and made him your own by adopting him? Or have you gone to the Humane Society or local dog pound to adopt a pet?

This is kind of like what we are talking about in Kingdom Quest today.
What official paper do you get when you adopt your dog?  You get a license and something official that states that the dog belongs to you.
We are talking about baptism, and baptism is like our adoption paper from God. 

 Let’s hear it straight from John the Baptist. He’s the one who baptized Jesus. Maybe he can tell you more about what this all means.

Interview with John the Baptist

The skit begins with John the Baptist calling from offstage. The presenter invites John the Baptist onstage. 

Option: Instead of doing the following interview, the video 

The Visual Bible: Matthew 3:1-17 could be shown. 
John:
(Shouting from offstage.) Repent, repent, for the Kingdom of God is near!
Presenter:
John? John the Baptist? Please join us today.

John enters.
Presenter:
Your name is John the Baptist. Can I call you Johnny or what do you prefer?

John:  
Actually, I was known as John the Baptizer. And I really don’t care about what I am called. I just care about whom I point to.

Presenter: 
Tell us about that. Who are you pointing to?

John: 
 I am pointing to the Messiah, the Anointed One, the King of Kings, the Savior of the World—Jesus! I came to help people get ready for his coming and to tell them to repent. To repent means to turn our hearts to God and to trust God.  

Presenter:
Tell us what happened the day you baptized Jesus.  

John:  
Well, there I was baptizing people in the Jordan River. Jesus came and said, “I should be baptized by you.” He also said, “I do this to give a perfect example for people.” And when I baptized him, guess what happened? God said, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased.” Then a dove, the Spirit of God, hovered over us and then heaven opened.

Presenter:
What do you think all of this meant?

John:  
God was proclaiming that Jesus truly was his Son and this was the beginning of his Son’s ministry. This was the beginning of Jesus demonstrating a perfect example for us and living his life to die on the cross for our sins.

Presenter:
Does Jesus want us to be baptized?

John:  
Yes! He told us to go and make disciples by baptizing all people, even children. When we are baptized, it’s like God saying to us, “I am your God; you are my child whom I love.” Then we, too, start our ministry just like Jesus started his.
Presenter:
So where do you go from here?

John:
Back to the wilderness. I’ll keep telling people to get ready for Jesus.

Presenter:
How do you survive out there in those rugged places?

John:
God takes great care of me. I have all the locust and honey I want! I’m off now. (Walks offstage and shouts from offstage.) Prepare the way of the Lord. Repent!
Presenter: 
Did you hear what God said over his Son in baptism? He said, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased.”

Do you know God says that to you?  To God, you are his adopted son with whom he is pleased.  

How are we adopted?  Well, do you trust in Jesus as your Savior?

Have you been baptized? In baptism God says, “I am your God and you are my child whom I love.”
Closing Prayer:

Dear God, thank you for choosing us to be your children. Just like you said about Jesus, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with whom I am pleased,” you say to each of us, “I am your God, and you are my child whom I love.” Thank you for baptism that is kind of like official adoption papers. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Parts Needed:

· 36 inches of ½” PVC pipe cut as follows:

1
6”
½” PVC Tube

1
10”
½” PVC Tube (barrel)

3
3”
½” PVC Tubes

2
5”
½” PVC Tubes

2 

½” PVC end Caps
2

½” PVC L-Shaped Connectors
2

½” PVC T-Shaped Connectors
Tools Needed:

· Hacksaw of PVC cutter

· Ruler

· Marker or Pencil

Smooth all rough edges from cut PVC. Wash all of the parts with hot, soapy water. Dry and lay out your pieces in the manner shown below. Firmly insert each piece into the next one. You may glue or seal the tubes together, BUT this will greatly limit your ability to clean or unclog the Marshmallow Gun.

The Marshmallow gun can be decorated, use you imagination. 

Insert miniature marshmallows into open handle end of tube, on top of the gun.  Take a deep breath BEFORE you place your mouth on the gun.


Aim and blow VERY hard toward your target or victim. Do not aim at anyone’s face.

Date:	_________________


Series:	The Story 
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Jesus’ Ministry Begins








Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





Appendix A  – Optional Marshmallow Gun





Caution: Never take a breath after you have placed a miniature marshmallow in the loading tube and put your mouth on the gun. You could suck the marshmallow down your throat and choke. 
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