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Take Home Point: *You can trust God to lead you.  

*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.       
Bible Event: Genesis 12-13, 22: God leads Abram out of Ur into a land God promises to give to him. He gives Abraham and Sarah a son as he promised.
Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:7: “Indeed, our lives are guided by faith, not by sight.”       

We will help kids know:
· The Bible event of Abram being called to a new land and a new promise. 

· We can trust God to lead us to new places in the future.  

We will help kids feel:
· Confident to trust God and live by faith.  

· Excited about their future since God will lead them.   

We will help kids do:
· Experience a trust walk. 

· Identify future events that may cause them anxiety. 

· Place their confidence in Jesus as they know him as their Savior and follow him as Lord.
Recommendation: Make advance preparations for the Readers Theater which concludes Large Group. When Scripture is read dramatically and well, it can profoundly strengthen the impact on the hearer.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	3
	Children will discuss what is a good number of children to have in a family.
	· Piece of paper for each small group, with a square inch marked off in the center. (Appendix 1)
· Enough sand to cover one square inch, one layer deep 



	Large Group
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	3
7
7
8
8
8-9

	Overview 
The Story Overview; 

Watch Ch. 1 recap video

Play “Catch the Story”
Watch Ch.2 teen video StoryScene, The Story
Play “What Time Is It?” - Genesis Timeline Game
Scripture Summary: Readers Theater of Hebrews chapter 11


	· Teen video, The Story
· Four balls of differing colors
· Bible (not The Story) for every student

· Time Line Event sheets (Appendix 2)
· One marker per small group

· Room dividers or other flat spaces where teams can post their time line events
· Tape or Velcro to hang time line sheets

· Readers Theater script of selected verses from Hebrews found in Chapter 2 of The Story (Appendix 3)


	Small Group Application
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	4-6


	Students will discuss the meaning of the events in Chapter 2 of The Story.
Optional: Students will attempt to count the number of grains of sand in a square inch.
	· Optional: Piece of paper for each small group, with a square inch marked off in the center. (Appendix 1)

· Optional: Enough sand to cover one square inch, one layer deep 




Small Group Warm-Up:  15 minutes
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 Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Supplies: Piece of paper with a square inch marked off in the center. Cover the square with approximately one layer of sand.
· Have each student scrape a few grains of sand to their “personal space” at the table. 

· Have them separate out the exact number of grains that matches the number of kids in their family. Then have everybody tell the number and whether they like having that many siblings and why.
· Then have them separate out the number of grains to match how many children they’d like to have someday. Then have everybody say their number and why they want to have that many.

· Discuss: What do you think it would be like to be one of twelve siblings?
· Quick math assignment: If each of twelve brothers had 12 kids themselves, how many kids would be in the next generation? (144)

· How many grains of sand do you think there are in this square inch on this paper? …on an ocean beach? Let a couple kids guess…
So what do all these things have in common? We’re going to find out today. And all of it is going to help us learn: *You can trust God to lead you.

Large Group Overview:  20-30 minutes 

 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
· Overview / Welcome to The Story
· The Story Recap video
· “Catch the Story” game to review last week’s content

· The StoryScene overview video for Chapter 2 of The Story 

· “What Time is It?” game – Researching in the Bible to review the facts and location of these events in Genesis

· Readers Theater presentation of portions of the “Heroes of Faith” chapter: Hebrews 11.
Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes

Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?

What are some of the promises God made to Abram? (Land, many descendents, a nation to be a blessing to all nations.)

Set out Appendix 3 on a table in the middle of the group. Ask for a volunteer to read the Scripture on that sheet. Then ask:

How many descendants did God promise to Abram and Sarai? (As many as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore)
Why was this promise so hard to believe? (Those numbers are incomprehensibly large; Abram and Sarai were way past child-bearing age!)
	Optional: Pour the sand out onto the square in the middle of Appendix 3. Arrange it into an approximate single layer, covering the square. Then say:

How many grains of sand do you think are in this square? Let’s see if we can count them. Everybody scrape a small portion of the sand to your spot at the table and let’s start counting…

As they count, continue to discuss the questions below… (There are about 10,000 grains of sand in one square inch.)



How old were Abraham and Sarah when God first promised them they would have children? (Abram: 75, Sarai: 65)
How old were they when Isaac was finally born? (Abram: 100, Sarai: 90; Hebrews 11 characterized them “as good as dead!”)
What does Isaac’s name mean? (Gen. 21:6 - Laughter)
(If students are counting grains of sand -- Everybody stop counting.) I’m going to ask the most important question of the day -- What is the greatest promise God gave – first to Abram, then Isaac, then Jacob? (The promise that through their family all the nations would be blessed. Jesus was born through Abraham’s family. The main purpose of the Old Testament is to tell about how this promise was passed down from generation to generation until Jesus was born.)

What hard thing did God command Abraham to do with his son Isaac? (Sacrifice him.)
Why do you think God did this? 
· (The Bible says that Abraham’s obedience demonstrated his complete trust in God.)

· (Hebrews 11 said that Abraham assumed God would raise Isaac from the dead.)

· (The ultimate reason for this story in The Story: To point ahead to Jesus, who centuries later would be the final, ultimate sacrifice for sin – on the very same mountain that Abraham and Isaac were on!)
.

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?

How do you think Sarai and Abraham felt the first time God promised them a son?

How do you think Isaac felt when his dad lifted the knife to kill him?
Which do you think was harder for Abraham – to believe he would still have a child when they were so old, or to obey God and sacrifice Isaac?

The key verse for today from 2 Corinthians 5:7 says, “Indeed, our lives are guided by faith, not by sight.”  How was this verse demonstrated in the events of The Story today?
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

What is the most amazing or surprising thing for you in chapter 2 of The Story?

Has your family ever moved to a different town? Talk about how hard (or easy) it is to move from one place to another. What things can be  especially challenging or even scary?
Tell about a time you had to wait for an answer to prayer… (maybe you’re still waiting)

So just as Abram trusted God to lead him even though he did not know where he was going, *You can trust God to lead you.

God is a great big God who loves you. You can know for sure he will keep his promises. 

Closing Prayer:

Have the students sit in a circle as they pray. Invite each student to thank God for one thing in their life that’s like a promise from God. 
Thank God for all the promises he keeps and especially for passing the promise of Jesus to us from Abram.



Large Group Presentation

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

How did you do this past week?  How many of you read chapter 2 of your “Story for Kids” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about how God made a promise to Abraham and he kept that promise. 
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened last week in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?
The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing only The StoryRecap… (You will show the StoryScene for today’s session later…)
“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball.  Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question.  If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

Questions to review last week: 
· Green: 
What is the name of the garden where God placed Adam and 


Eve? (Garden of Eden)
· Blue: 
What is the name of the tree whose fruit they were forbidden to 

eat? (Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil)
· Purple:
How was the creation of human beings different from the way God made the animals? (God formed Adam of the dust of the ground and breathed his own life into him. He created Eve out of Adam’s rib. He created the other animals simply by saying, “Let there be…” Humans are created in God’s image.)
· Yellow:
The Bible doesn’t say, but what do you think Noah’s neighbors 

said to him as he built the ark?
After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question… worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. Choose one boy and one girl.
Say to the two representatives: Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! (No pressure though…)

(fill in with a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – what color are _______’s shoes this morning? The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson …)

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play Story Scene for Chapter 2:  
Wow! That was a lot of information all at once. Let’s play a game to see how much of it we can remember…
“What Time Is It?” Game:
Supplies: 
· A complete Bible (not The Story) for every student

· Time Line Event sheets (Appendix 2)

· One marker per small group

· Room dividers or other flat vertical surfaces where teams can post their time line events (It’s best if the two teams can’t see the other team’s work)
· Tape or Velcro to hang time line sheets

· Readers Theater scripts (one for each reader) of passages from the Epistle to the Hebrews which were included in Chapter 2 of The Story (Appendix 3).
This is a Bible research game pitting the boys against the girls. Set up two dividers back to back, or devise some system so that each team can’t see the work the other team is doing. They will fill in the blanks on the timeline sheets and attempt to put the sheets in the proper chronological order according to the Book of Genesis. Once each team has completed their work, or when you call time, swing the dividers around so everyone can see both sets of timeline sheets. The winning team is the one that got the most correct answers in the shortest amount of time. What do they win? You decide!
Everybody get a Bible. Not The Story, but a real Bible. We’re going to spend the next few minutes finding these various segments of God’s story in the Book of Genesis. 

It’s boys against girls again. The winning team is the one that gets the most correct answers in the shortest amount of time.
Hold up the first timeline sheet and read it to everyone, not filling in any blanks.

There are eight of these timeline sheets for each team. Each small group of boys and each small group of girls will get ___ (number) sheets to work on. As you fill in the blanks and discover where in Genesis these facts are found, put the timeline sheet on your divider/wall in the correct location, so that once all the sheets are posted,  they will be in chronological order from first to last.

Any questions? GO!
Stop the game after 6-7 minutes so you can check both teams answers publicly, making sure you leave 20-25 minutes for Small Group Application.
Readers Theater: Hebrews 11
Supplies: a copy of Appendix 3 for each reader

After the reading, close with a prayer and send students to their small groups.

“I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore… 

…and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."
--Genesis 22:17-18

“What Time Is It?”
God calls ___________ to go to a new land and promises to make him into a great _____________. 


Genesis chapter(s): ______
“What Time Is It?”
 Abram settles in the land of ____________. God promises to give Abram and Sarai a ________. 


Genesis chapter(s): ______

“What Time Is It?”
Abram has a son with ________________, who was Sarai’s _____________. They name the boy _____________. 


Genesis chapter(s): ______

“What Time Is It?”
God changes Sarai’s name to _________ and Abram’s name to _____________, meaning “Father of _________  ____________.” Still no son is born to Sarah. 


Genesis chapter(s): ______

“What Time Is It?”
Isaac is born – his name means “________________.” Abraham is _____ years old. 

Bonus: (different chapter) Sarah is _____ years old. 


Genesis chapter(s): ______

“What Time Is It?”
A most surprising twist to the story -- God tells Abraham to go to the region of _______________  and ______________ his son there!

Genesis chapter(s): ______

“What Time Is It?”
Isaac marries _____________.
They have twin sons: __________ and __________. The oldest son, _________, expects to be the one to carry on God’s promise to Abraham.

Genesis chapter(s): ______

“What Time Is It?”
Jacob cheats __________ out of his ________________ as the oldest son. This means God’s promise to Abraham is  now given to __________ instead of ___________.

Genesis chapter(s): ______


Readers Theater: Hebrews 11 – 
“By Faith, Abraham…”

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.

By faith he made his home in the promised land, like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise…

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.

And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore…

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son…

…even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."

Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.

…they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
Date:	_________________________


Series:	The Story


	Lesson 2





God Builds 


a Nation





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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