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Take Home Point: *Many years passed and people forgot, but God, ever faithful, he did not.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.       
Bible Event: Isaiah 3:1-13, 9:2, 6-7
Key Verse: Isaiah 9:2: “The people who walk in darkness will see a bright light.  The light will shine on those who live in the land of death’s shadow.”
Isaiah 19:8: “When it is time to save you, I will help you.  I will keep you safe.”

We will help kids know:

· God continued to pass the promise from the people of the Old Testament to the people of the New Testament.

· God wants us to pass the promise on to others.


We will help kids feel:

· Secure in the knowledge that God always keeps his promises.

· Confident in their ability to share Jesus with others.

We will help kids do:

· Pray for those people who still are in darkness.

· Witness to children who need to know Jesus.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED
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Small Group Warm-Up


	3-4


	People in Old Testament times waited a long time for Jesus to be born. Play a game that helps the kids feel what it is like to wait.


	· Tongue twister’s activity sheet from The Story

	Large Group
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	4
6-8
8
8

	Overview

Catch the Story: Game
“The Story Video” Teen 

Lesson 16

Dramatic Presentation: “God Passed the Promise” 


	· candy bar

· football with a cross on it

· overhead or power point of “God Passed the Promise” poem up on screen (see appendix A)
· sign to go around neck for each of the following costumed characters:

· Adam and Eve

· Abraham

· Isaac

· Jacob and Esau

· Judah 
· David

· Isaiah

· Mary



	Small Group Application
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	3-5

	God made the promise to help people in Bible times, even though they had to wait for the Savior.  God makes the same promise to help  us today.
	· I will help you
Activity sheet: The Story

· Skittles candy two bags for each student one to have one to share with a friend.




Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Warm up Activity: Tongue Twister

Give a Tongue Twister activity sheet to each child.  Start with the simpler ones and say them slowly as the children learn them.  Then try to speed up.  Move on to longer, more complicated ones.  When you get to the hardest one, have the class stand up and try to say it accurately and quickly.  Ask the children to sit down when they know they’ve made a mistake or when they no longer can keep up the speed.  Talk about:

- What did it feel like when you had to give up?

- Tell me about another time when you had to give up.

Say, “Our Bible story today is about a time when God’s people probably felt like giving up, but they discovered that God does not give up on them.”
Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
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TONGUE TWISTERS

Read these tongue twisters nice and slow. Learn the words. Now as a class, speed up the reading.
What happens?

Is there a pleasant peasant present?

Picky people pick Peter Pan peanut butter.

A big black bug bit a big black bear.

Silly Sally swiftly shooed seven silly sheep.
The seven silly sheep Silly Sally shooed
shilly-shallied south.

Name




Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
· The Story Overview;

· Watch Ch. 15  Recap video
· Play “Catch the Story”
· Play “Catch the Story” Marshmallow Version” (optional)
· Watch Ch. 16 Teen Video StoryScene, The Story
· Dramatic Presentation: “God Passed the Promise”
Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
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| WILL HELP YOU

.

God is always ready and willing to help. Think of four times that he has helped you or that he has

helped someone you know. Draw about those four times and share one with the class. Share with
your family, too.
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Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible Event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?
Have children look up Matthew 1:1-17.  

Who were some of the ancestors of Jesus? What names do you recognize in verse two? (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob.) Verse three? (Judah.) Verse five? (Ruth, Obed, Jesse, King David.) Verse six? (King Solomon.) Verse sixteen? (Mary.)
How long did they have to wait? (Seven hundred years after Isaiah, a very long time.)
Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?

Isaiah 9:2 said that the people had walked in darkness. What did that mean? (They were waiting for “the light,” the promised King, Jesus.)
Do you think it was easy for the people to wait? How do you think they felt?
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Do you ever feel like you are walking in darkness? Like the waiting is too long? Maybe you can’t see the light at the end of the tunnel. How does this lesson help you?

Do you know people who are still waiting in darkness because they don’t know Jesus? Do you think that sometimes the waiting seems long to them?
Application Activity:

Give an activity sheet to each child.  Have the children think abut times in their lives that show clearly that God was helping and keeping someone (or themselves) safe.  Draw and describe four of these events on the activity sheet.  

God made the promise to help people in Bible times.  He makes that same promise to us today.  

Have each child share one drawing with the class.

Have children think of four people they might witness to. The friends could include adult family friends, relatives, or peers.  
Have each child take two Skittles packets one for them and one to share with a friend.
Then say:

We want the people who walk in darkness to see a bright light, Jesus. Remember: *many years passed and we forgot, but God is faithful, he did not.
Closing Prayer:

Pray about the friends the children will get to share Jesus with during Advent. 


Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes
God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Kids” (hold up book)  at home?  

Today we will learn about how God is patient with his people.
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?
The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing only The Story Rewind Session 15 (reviewing session 15).  (You will show the Story Scene for today’s session later…)
 “Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

“Catch the Story" Game:—Marshmallow Version (optional)
Supplies: 20 mini marshmallows;  2 marshmallow shooters (Appendix B)
And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Invite a boy and a girl on stage as a shooter.  Boys and girls teams take turns answering questions.  The person who catches the marshmallow launched by their shooter is the one who attempts the answer.  If they miss it, the other team gets to shoot a marshmallow and catch it for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

Questions to review last week: 
· Green: 
What is the name of the idol Ahab and Jezebel worshipped? (Baal)

· Blue: 
How did God demonstrate through Elijah that He is the one true God in the showdown with the prophets of Baal? (Altars were built and Baal was called on to burn the offering on the altar. After all day, this god did not respond.  Elijah doused his altar with water and when he called on God, God sent fire and consumed not only the offering but the whole altar.)

· Purple:  
When Elijah fled to the desert for his life, how did God provide for him? (Bread basked over hot coals and a jar of water.)


· Yellow:
The Bible doesn’t say, but what do you think (fill in with a question that is impossible to know, but interesting to think about such as “…What do you think was the color of the snake that tempted Eve?)

After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) 
Choose one boy and one girl. Say to the two representatives:

Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! (No pressure though…)

Ask a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – what color are _______’s shoes this morning? (The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson.)
Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  
Show The Story: Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play Story Scene for Chapter 16.
Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Trust Game:
Supplies: 2 adult volunteers and 1 student volunteers up front
Talk about how God sent messages to his people in the Old Testament about a Messiah coming in the future but it was hard for the people to wait and to trust.  Sometimes trusting is difficult.

Have the adult volunteers kneel facing each other and linking arms.  Then ask the student volunteer to face the large group, close his/her eyes, and let themselves fall backwards into the arms of the adults.  The adults gently catch the student and we can always trust God knowing that he will be there for us.
“God Passed the Promise”

Dramatic Presentation

In advance, costume 10 kids with Bible head pieces and character name tags: Adam, Eve, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Esau, Judah, David, Isaiah, and Mary. Have 10 chairs set up on the stage.

Divide the audience into two groups and explain that one group will read the first line of the refrain and the other the second line of the refrain after you read each verse of the poem. (You might practice this once before reading the poem.)

The poem should be shown on overhead or power point.

Before reading the poem, have the costumed characters enter and sit in the chairs on stage. 

Hand the Pass the Promise football to the character (or set of characters) when the verse is read about their character, having them stand.  At the appropriate time, pass the football to the next Bible character. 

GOD PASSED THE PROMISE

Presenter:
Adam and Eve, God's crowning creation,

Sinned against God, and reaped separation. 


(Hand them the football  Adam and Eve say:.)

But God in his mercy, kindness, and love

Gave them a promise that a Savior would come. 

(As you take the football, cue the characters to sit down. Continue in the same manner throughout each verse.)

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

Presenter:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a man called Abram, who longed for a son. 
(Hand Abram the football Abraham says.)

Under stars, God promised to make a great nation

Through which all people would find salvation.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

Presenter:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To Isaac, Abraham and Sarah's beloved son.

(Hand Isaac the football, then Isaac says)

To Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Esau were born,

(Cue Jacob and Esau to stand.)

And through them, two mighty nations were formed.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

Presenter:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To Jacob, not Esau as Isaac would have done.

(Hand Jacob the football and Jacob says.)

Though a deceiver for most of his life

He received God's blessing after wrestling one night.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

Presenter:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To the man called Judah, one of Jacob's 12 sons.

(Hand Judah the football and Judah says)

And this is the blessing that his father gave:

God’s kingdom would be established, never to fade.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

Presenter:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a simple shepherd boy and the king he would later become.

(Hand David the football and David says)

David's reign was a shadow of the Savior waiting in the wings,

The one who would be called Lord of lords, King of kings.

ALL:

Many years passed and the people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

Presenter:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a people in darkness, whose lives lay undone.

(Hand Isaiah the football and Isaiah says)

Through a prophet named Isaiah, God's plan became clear

That the Savior God had promised soon would be here.

ALL:

Many years passed and the people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, He did not.

Presenter:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a girl named Mary, a descendant of the line of Judah.

(Hand Mary the football and Mary says)

It was an angel who announced that it was she

Who would bear the Savior that would set mankind free.

ALL:

And many years have passed, and people have forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he has not.
Presenter:
(Pick up the football and hold it out to the audience.)
God has fulfilled his promised and the Savior has come--

Not just for Abraham or Jacob, but for everyone.

And God's free gift of life is extended to you,

Simply trusting in Jesus is all you need do.

(After the poem is read.)

Presenter:
It is hard for us to wait when we are looking forward to a celebration like Christmas. But the longer we wait and the more we prepare for it, the greater the celebration is. 

It was hard for the people in the Old Testament to wait for a Savior. God was waiting and preparing the world for just the right time to send his Son. God was faithful to keep his promise. God passed the promise to his people.

God is preparing the world for just the right time for Jesus’ second coming. While we are waiting, he wants us to prepare. He wants us to share his light with all those in darkness. Our Bible verse for today will help us to remember to share the good news with those who still don’t know about Jesus. Isaiah 9:2 says, “The people who walk in darkness will see a bright light.” Who is the bright light?
*And many years have passed and people have forgot; but God, ever faithful, he did not!


GOD PASSED THE PROMISE

LEADER:
Adam and Eve, God's crowning creation,

Sinned against God, and reaped separation.

But God in his mercy, kindness, and love;

Gave them a promise that a Savior would come.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

LEADER:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a man called Abram, who longed for a son.

Under stars, God promised to make a great nation

Through which all people would find salvation.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

LEADER:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To Isaac, Abraham and Sarah's beloved son.

To Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Esau were born,

And through them, two mighty nations were formed.
ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

LEADER:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To Jacob, not Esau, as Isaac would have done.

Though a deceiver for most of his life;

He received God's blessing after wrestling one night.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

LEADER:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To the man called Judah, one of Jacob's 12 sons.

And this is the blessing that his father gave:

God’s kingdom would be established, never to fade.

ALL:

Many years passed and people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

LEADER:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a simple shepherd boy and the king he would later become.

David's reign was a shadow of the Savior waiting in the wings,

The one who would be called Lord of lords, King of kings.

ALL:

Many years passed and the people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

LEADER:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a people in darkness, whose lives lay undone.

Through a prophet named Isaiah, God's plan became clear

That the Savior God had promised would soon be here.

ALL:

Many years passed and the people forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he did not.

LEADER:
God passed the promise that a Savior would come

To a girl named Mary, a descendant of the line of Judah.

It was an angel who announced that it was she

Who would bear the Savior that would set mankind free.

ALL:

And many years have passed, and people have forgot;

But God, ever faithful, he has not.

LEADER:
God has fulfilled his promised and the Savior has come,

Not just for Abraham or Jacob, but for everyone.

And God's free gift of life is extended to you,

Simply trusting in Jesus is all you need do.


Parts Needed:

· 36 inches of ½” PVC pipe cut as follows:

1
6”
½” PVC Tube

1
10”
½” PVC Tube (barrel)

3
3”
½” PVC Tubes

2
5”
½” PVC Tubes

2 

½” PVC end Caps
2

½” PVC L-Shaped Connectors
2

½” PVC T-Shaped Connectors
Tools Needed:

· Hacksaw of PVC cutter

· Ruler

· Marker or Pencil

Smooth all rough edges from cut PVC. Wash all of the parts with hot, soapy water. Dry and lay out your pieces in the manner shown below. Firmly insert each piece into the next one. You may glue or seal the tubes together, BUT this will greatly limit your ability to clean or unclog the Marshmallow Gun.

The Marshmallow gun can be decorated, use you imagination. 

Insert miniature marshmallows into open handle end of tube, on top of the gun.  Take a deep breath BEFORE you place your mouth on the gun.


Aim and blow VERY hard toward your target or victim. Do not aim at anyone’s face.




Date:	_________________


Series:	The Story 


	Lesson 16








The Beginning of the End








Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





Appendix B  – Optional Marshmallow Gun





Caution: Never take a breath after you have placed a miniature marshmallow in the loading tube and put your mouth on the gun. You could suck the marshmallow down your throat and choke. 





Appendix: A -Large Group overhead or Power Point
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