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Take Home Point: *Jesus is the gift and we are the wrapping paper!

*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: The Story for Children, Chapter 22: “The Birth of the King”.

John 1:1–18; Luke 1:26–2:20
Key Verse: Luke 2:17-18, “When they saw the child, they repeated what had been told about him. Everyone who heard the shepherds’ story was amazed.” (GW)
We will help kids know:
· Jesus is God’s gift to the world for our salvation.

· God sent his Son Jesus as a special gift to us, a gift sent because of his great love for us.
We will help kids feel:
· Gratitude that God would lower himself to become one of us.

· Secure in the knowledge that even if one person had been the only one to sin, God would have still come and died for that person.

We will help kids do:

· Identify a friend, relative, or acquaintance that may not know Jesus and for whom they will pray.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	3
	Help the children learn what a special gift God has given them through the birth of his Son. Start by playing a simple game to get the kids thinking about the best gift ever given to them.


	· 3 x 5-inch card for each child

· pencil for each child



	Large Group
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	4
8-10

11-13
13-14

	Overview

Puppet Presentation: “Countdown To Blast Off: Get Rappin’”—Gordy, Gerdy and Commander Go-un-tell review the countdown stages to blast off.

Large Group Presentation: “The Shepherd’s Rap”—A shepherd and sheep rap their testimony about the birth of the Savior, Jesus.

Puppet Presentation Conclusion: “Countdown To Blast Off: Get Rappin’”—Gordy and Gerdy learn that the shepherds were like “wrapping paper,” attracting others to the gift of the Baby Jesus. We too, can be like “wrapping paper.” 
	· Gordy with checklist and pencil
· video of Gerdy in her spacesuit

· Command Central setting

· an actor (who can rap) wearing a shepherd’s robe made from wrapping paper and a turban, carrying a shepherd’s staff. Option: a baseball cap worn backwards can be used as a turban

·  four or five pairs of sheep ears made from the ends of old white socks and attached to something that will stay in place on top of the head (baseball cap) These don’t need to look very attractive. The more ridiculous the better.

· wrapping paper

· extra copy of “The Shepherd’s Rap”

	Small Group Application
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	5-7

	Kids make a special wrapped invitation they can use to invite a friend or a neighbor to a worship service.
	· easy-reading version of the Bible or storybook

· invitation (p. 16) printed on 5 1/2” X 8” cardstock
· 10” square of wrapping paper for each child

· crayons or markers

· bows

· tape
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Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.

Today we will help the children learn what a special gift God has given them through the birth of his Son. It is truly amazing when we stop and realize that God was sent to earth as a baby for us. Even if you or I had been the only ones who needed him, Jesus would have still come. What love he has for us! Start by playing a simple game with your group that is similar to Scattergories.

Have each child take a 3 x 5-inch card and write down the five most original gifts the kids think a child in their grade would want for Christmas. 

Tip: Younger children will sometimes take longer because they do not know how to spell a word or will want to ask you to spell it for them. Tell them they can use creative spelling and write the sounds for the name of the gift. They are writing only for themselves so their words do not need to be spelled correctly.
After a few minutes, have each child read his list to the rest of the group. If that child has a gift listed that someone else has listed, they need to cross it out. If they have a gift listed that no one else has listed, they will circle it. The winner is the child with the most gifts circled at the end. Then ask:

What is the best gift you have ever received? Why was that gift so special or exciting? Do you still have that gift? Is it still working? Do you still use that gift? Have you used it in the last few days? 

Today we will talk about a very special gift that God gave us. In fact, it is the best gift we have ever received. It is a gift that will never wear out or get old no matter how old we are when we get it. This gift will always be with us every day, and most importantly, forever. 

Who can tell me what that gift is? (Jesus.)  Today we will learn that *Jesus is the gift and we are the wrapping paper!

Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
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 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Puppet Presentation: “Countdown To Blast Off: Get Rappin’”—Gordy, Gerdy and Commander Go-Un-Tell review the countdown stages to blast off.

Large Group Presentation: “The Shepherd’s Rap”—A shepherd and sheep rap their testimony about the birth of the Savior, Jesus.

Puppet Presentation Conclusion: “Countdown To Blast Off: Get Rappin’”—Gordy and Gerdy learn that the shepherds were like “wrapping paper” attracting others to  the gift of the Baby Jesus. We, too, can be like “wrapping paper” as our lives attract others  to know about Jesus who is the greatest gift.

Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened?
Pass out candy canes as promised from Warm-Up so the kids can have them as snacks while discussing the lesson. Another candy cane will be used for the craft later.

Read Luke 2:8-18 in an easy-to-read version of the Bible.

When an angel appeared to the shepherds, what was their first reaction? (Luke 2:9. They were terrified.)

What good news did the angel tell them? (Luke 2:10. A Savior was born  in the city of David.)

When many angels appeared, what did they say? (Luke 2:14, “Glory to God in the highest heaven and on earth peace to those who have his good will.”)

After the angels left the shepherds, what did they decide to do? (Luke 2:15. Go to Bethlehem and find the Baby Jesus.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
After they saw the baby, they told others what had happened to them. How do you think their voices sounded? Were they excited or were they still scared? (It seems they were excited.)

What happened to the people who heard the shepherds’ story? (Luke 2:18. They were amazed. They might have wanted to find out more.)
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Luke 2:17-18 says, “When they (the shepherds) saw the child, they repeated what had been told about him. Everyone who heard the shepherds’ story was amazed.” How can we be like the shepherds? (We, too, can tell others about Jesus.)
In today’s lesson we learn that *Jesus is the gift and we are the wrapping paper. What does this mean to you? (It is our loving actions and invitations that are like “wrapping paper” that make people eager to find out about the gift—Jesus.

Today we are going to make a wrapping invitation that you can use to invite a friend or a neighbor to one of our worship services. We will wrap a box with a special card inside with our worship service information that we can decorate. We will even put a bow on the envelope so it looks like a present.

As we make our envelopes, let’s all talk about the person with whom we can share this invitation. We might even get ideas from each other that will help us know who to invite.
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Craft Explanation:

1. Begin with a 10” square of wrapping paper.
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2. Place in front of you with a corner towards you and make a mark 6” from the corner on both sides closest to you.
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3. Fold the bottom flap up at the marks.

4. Fold each side point over at least an inch at the base.


5. When the two points meet in the middle, apply a small section of removable tape. (It needs to be removable tape so the envelope can be completely unwrapped if desired.)


6. Insert the card (see appendix) with the candy cane and fold over the top flap. Tape it with removable tape. (The card should be made on a half sheet of paper measuring 5 ½” x 8 ½”.)


7. Place a bow on the other side. Use ribbon if desired. 

To finish the card: Decorate the invitation with crayons or markers. Fold and put into the envelope.
To conclude the discussion and the craft activity, restate the take home point:

*Jesus is the gift and we are the wrapping paper.

Give each child this week’s trading card. Say:

The picture on the front of this card reminds us that God sent us Jesus as a gift and we should tell others like the shepherds did. If you were going to use this card to tell your parents or a friend what you learned today, what would you tell them?

Help the students come up with what they might say. 

Closing Prayer:
Pray for courage and boldness to do acts of love and share the invitation. Pray that the invitations will be received and friends that normally don’t go to church will come to worship service. Pray the visitors would be welcomed and they would meet Jesus as their Savior. 



Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes
INTRODUCTION:

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about how God sent his Son Jesus as a special gift to us, a gift sent because of his great love for us.
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:  
Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Start the puppet presentation now.
Countdown to Blast Off: Get Rappin’

Puppet Presentation

The setting for this puppet script is in the simulated cockpit of a shuttle destined for outer space. Gordy’s sister, Gerdy, is the astronaut seeking the quest to find God. She is speaking to her Command Central, which is composed of Gordy and the presenter (Commander Go-un-tell). She will need another puppet stage that can be made from cardboard and aluminum foil. The top window of her rocket needs to be visible so she can be seen 

Another option is to have her puppet stage off stage and filmed on a video camcorder. If this camcorder has a line directly feeding into a TV at Command Central, it will add to the effect. The trick to this presentation is that Gerdy’s part needs to be videotaped ahead of time, and her lines need to be in sync with what Gordy and Commander King will be saying to her. Everyone must follow their script very carefully to make the conversations fit together. Gerdy’s video image will be projected on the video screens next to Command Central.
Gerdy will appear in the cockpit dressed in her aluminum foil space suit.
Commander Go-un-tell:
Boys and girls, welcome to Command Central where we will learn about the arrival of our Savior and King and blast off.
Gordy:
Okay then, why don’t we get astronaut Gerdy on the screen?

Commander Go-un-tell:
Okay, Gordy. The first step needed for the arrival of our Savior and King on our mission is to “Get Ready.”
Gordy:
Got that Commander, Gerdy looks like she’s ready, check (Gordy makes a check in his checklist).  What next Commander Go-un-tell?  
Commander Go-un-tell:
The next step is “Get Rappin” and blast off.  Should we see if Gerdy is in position and ready for blast off?
Gordy:
Let’s do it Commander Go-un-tell. This is Command calling Gerdy. Are you there? Come in, please.  Come in.

Gerdy appears in the cockpit ready for blast off.
Gerdy:
This is Gerdy here.

Gordy:
Are you ready to “Get Rappin” and blast off?

Gerdy:
Why, yes, but I’m not sure I’m ready to blast off!
Commander Go-un-tell:
What? Gordy already checked that step off on the checklist. We thought you were ready.
Gerdy:
Well, I’m dressed up in my space suit and sitting in the space ship and all but I’m not sure I’m ready. 
Commander Go-un-tell:
What do you mean you’re not ready? What about the mission?

Gerdy:
Well, the mission is to tell others about our Savior and King Jesus, right?
Commander Go-un-tell:
Yes Gerdy.  That was on the launch order.
Gerdy:
Well, I’m not sure I know how to get ready for that?

Commander Go-un-tell:
OK.  Let me walk you through the steps of the “Get Ready” checklist.  Gerdy have you learned over the past few weeks of The Story that Jesus is a gift sent from God to save us from our sins?
Gerdy:
Yes.  I remember now.  God sent his son Jesus to save us from our sins and we receive him as a gift.  So, I’m ready for Jesus but I forgot why I need to blast off?
Gordy:
Does this mean I’m not going to watch my sister blast 
off? Because I want to see a blast off! I want to see my sister blast off, right out of here!

Commander Go-un-tell:
Me too, Gordy.  We just need to go over the mission in more detail with her again. Gerdy, when we meet God and learn how Jesus came to earth and died for our sins and rose again to be our King, why do we need to blast off?
Gerdy:
Yes Commander Go-un-tell, that part I forgot.  Can you go over the reason for my mission again?
Commander Go-un-tell
Well Gerdy, Jesus is the best present anyone could ever receive. He is a present that is not just for us, he is for others as well. Jesus is especially for people that do not know him. Can you think of someone who does not know Jesus?

Gerdy:
Well let me think.

Gordy:
Gerdy and I have some friends who don’t go to church. I don’t think they know anything about Jesus.  Are those the someones you’re talking about Commander?
Commander Go-un-tell:
Yes, those are exactly the kind of friends we can tell our good news to. Our mission Gordy and Gerdy is to blast off and tell others about our Savior and King Jesus.
Gerdy:


I don’t know if I can do that.

Commander Go-un-tell:
I’ll bet you can and you don’t even need a rocket. Think of it this way, if Jesus is the gift or present that God gives the world, then you are like the wrapping paper. By your witness and the kind things that you do in Jesus’ name, it makes other people want to find out more about Jesus.

Gerdy:


It seems so hard Commander.

Commander:
Let me introduce you to the first people who were wrapping paper. They told others about the birth of Jesus. Who were they? They were shepherds, and since we are talking about wrapping paper, why don’t we have them do a special shepherd’s rap? Can we have our rappin’ shepherd come out, please? Help us blast off, guys!

“The Shepherd’s Rap”

A specially costumed character comes on stage. This person will wear a shepherd’s robe that is made from wrapping paper. This person will also wear a turban and carry a shepherd’s staff. Since this shepherd will be rapping, perhaps a baseball cap turned backwards can be on top of the turban.

Behind the shepherd will be three or four volunteer sheep. These sheep will have little sheep ears made out of the ends of old white socks and attached to a baseball cap. The ears need not look very attractive. The more ridiculous the better. They will do the echo part along with the audience. If some adult volunteers did this part it would make it more enjoyable.

Be sure and let the audience know they are to do the echo with the sheep.

“The Shepherd’s Rap”

Shepherd:     Now sit up straight and lend me your ear

‘Cause I’ve got a story you just gotta hear.

I’m not gonna stand here and let my lips flap

Oh no, baby, gonna do the shepherd’s rap.

Sheep:
Do the shepherd’s rap.  (Echo)

Do the shepherd’s rap.  (Echo)

It happened one night to some shepherds and their sheep,

Camped on a hillside, tryin’ to get some sleep.

It was gettin’ real quiet then a light shone all around,

The shepherds saw an angel, ‘n then they hit the ground.

They’re a shakin’ now.  (Echo)

They’re a shakin’ now.  (Echo)

“Hey, dudes, fear not,” the angel did say,

“It’s powerful news that I bring to you today.

For God, from his mercy and love divine,

A Savior he sends for all mankind.”

A Savior comin’ down.  (Echo)

A Savior comin’ down.  (Echo)

“In the city of David, unto you is born,

True God, true man, Christ the Lord.

And this will be the sign so you will know,

A baby in a manger 
in swaddling clothes.”

Baby by ‘n by. (Echo)

Baby by ‘n by. (Echo)

The sky was filled with angels a praisin’,

Singing glory to God, ‘n peace most amazin’.

The shepherds said, “WOW!  Let’s be on our way,

And see if it’s true what the angels did say.”

Get on down the road. (Echo)

Get on down the road. (Echo)

The shepherds ran FAST to Bethlehem town,

Racing through the hills, uphill and down.

Through the every gate and down through the street,

They found this baby with straw for a sheet.

Stable time now. (Echo)

Stable time now. (Echo)

And there in a manger like the angel had said,

Was a tiny little baby, swaddled up to his head.

Just took a look for the shepherds all knew,

This was the Savior, it really had come true.

Comin’ down true. (Echo)

Comin’ down true. (Echo)

The shepherds left the stable and ran through the streets.

Sharing good news with the people they’d meet.

That God sent a Savior to rescue you and me,

His name is Jesus ‘n he will set you free.

His promise was delivered. (Echo)

His promise was delivered. (Echo)

It be good news still true today,

Only thing’s left that’s to give it away.

God used shepherds and God will use you.

Just share Jesus you know what to do.

Do the shepherd’s rap now. (Echo)

Do the shepherd’s rap now. (Echo)

Do the shepherd’s rap now. (Echo softly)

Do the shepherd’s rap now. (Echo softly)
The large group presenter then wraps up the presentation by asking for a volunteer from the audience to come up front.

Do you know that Jesus came into the world to be your Savior? Do you trust in Jesus as your Savior?

If the answers to these questions are yes, then explain that the child is like wrapping paper. The presenter will take wrapping paper and quickly wrap the child in a loop or two.

Since (child’s name) has received the gift of Jesus, she can do actions of God’s love to others and it is like wrapping.  Other people will want to find out about Jesus because they see something special about her life. Let’s pray for this blast off.
Prayer for blast off:
Dear God, thank you for giving us Jesus. He is the best gift we could ever have.  He really is your Son and he gave his life for us. Thank you that he lives in our lives because we trust him as our Savior.

Lord, we pray for other people that do not know the gift of Jesus. We ask that they would see Jesus living in our lives, and they would want him to live in their lives, too. Help us to be like wrapping paper. Help us blast off and show others how wonderful it would be to know Jesus.  Let us be like the shepherds who told others about Jesus so that other people were truly amazed. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Countdown to Blast Off: Get Rappin’ 

Puppet Presentation Conclusion

Gerdy:
I get it. We blast off, not to just find God, but to tell others about God’s gift of Jesus.

Commander Go-un-tell:
Right! We are like the wrapping paper.

Gordy:
If that’s the case, then I want to get rappin’ (Breaks into a rap-like chant.)


Stand back, Commander, I’m ready to sing.


My foot’s a-tappin’ so I feel like rappin’.


I’m talkin’ about real and here’s my deal.


Jesus is the one, he is the real deal.



So get him in your sight, he will help you get right,



Just take him by faith and not by sight.



So if you’re listenin’ to me and your name is Freddy,



I’m tellin’ you, Freddy, that you better get ready.



Jesus is comin’ and he’s comin’ back soon.



Don’t be left and don’t be a goon!



So now that you know—Jesus  stole the show,



When he came as a baby, he left no more maybe’s.



He gave his life for you and he gave his life for me,



If you want to blast off, he can set you free.


So Jesus is a gift, and you better be swift,



When you’re talkin’ to your neighbor,



Then you’re the wrappin’ paper.

Commander Go-un-tell:
Gordy, that was… well, at least it summed it all up.

Gerdy:
Excuse me, boys. I have to interrupt. I can’t take it anymore, I’m ready to blast off.
Commander Go-un-tell:
 Well, so are we, Gerdy, but let’s send you off with a prayer. Gordy, will you pray?

Gordy:
Sure. Dear God, thank you for giving us Jesus. He’s the best gift we could ever have. Let him live in our lives so we trust him every day. Help us to be the wrapping paper so others will see Jesus living in us, and they will want Jesus in their lives, too. Help us to be like the shepherds that told others the good news. And finally, Jesus, help us blast off. Amen.

Commander Go-un-tell:
Okay, Gerdy, permission to blast off. Count down with us, boys and girls.  Five, Four, Three, Two, One, Blast Off!

( Option: Lighting some flash paper next to Gerdy’s space shuttle would be effective.)

Gordy:


Bye, boys and girls.

Commander Go-un-tell:
Bye, boys and girls.
      Here’s a note 



    Here’s a note
     from me to you,



   from me to you,
    To share with you 



  To share with you
     God’s good news. 



   God’s good news.
   On Sunday morning,   


 On Sunday morning, 

    come check it out

    

  come check it out

  We have tons of fun 


We have tons of fun
   here in Kids Kount!

   

 here in Kids Kount!

Time:     

     




Time:     
Place:     

     




Place:     
 
   (Your Church website) 

      (Your Church website)

 Here’s a note 



    Here’s a note

     from me to you,



   from me to you,

    To share with you 



  To share with you

     God’s good news. 



   God’s good news.

   On Sunday morning,   


 On Sunday morning, 

    come check it out

    

  come check it out

  We have tons of fun 


We have tons of fun

   here in Kids Kount!

   

 here in Kids Kount!

Time:     

     




Time:     
Place:     

     




Place:     
 

  (Your Church website) 

        (Your Church website)
Date:	_________________


Series:	The Story


	Lesson 22 





The Birth of the KING





  ***CAUTION: Be aware of food allergies children may have, before you give them anything to eat.





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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