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Take Home Point: *God will take care of us.

*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. Leaders say the phrase and the children repeat it.

Bible Event: Genesis: 37; 39-45

We will help children know:

· God loves us and forgives us.

· God has a plan for us.

· We need to forgive others when they hurt us.

We will help children feel:

· Secure in God’s love.

· Happy to know God forgives them.

We will help children do:

· Participate in acting out the Bible Event.

· Eat a snack that reminds them of Joseph's colorful robe.

· Make a craft of Joseph and his colorful robe. 

· Play games called What is the Answer? and Keeper Of The Food.

· Take home a copy of God Talk at Home and #3 trading card.

· Read The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 3.

· Repeat the Take Home Point: *God will take care of us. 

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Warm-Up

(5-10 minutes)
	3
	Transition Time
	· toys of your choice



	Large Group Opening

(5-10 minutes)
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	3

3
4
	Sing (Optional)
Puppet Presentation 

Bible Reading


	· Music of your choice

·   Judy puppet with a blanket
   on her arm
· The Story for Little Ones



	Small Group Application

(10 minutes—each activity)
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	6
8
10
11


	Activity 1: Acting Out Bible Event
Activity 2: Snack
Activity 3: Craft
Activity 4: Learning Game; Movement Game 


	Activity 1: Bible Event

· The Story for Little Ones

Activity 2: Snack

· napkins, cups, water

· colorful fruity 'O' cereal
Activity 3: Craft

· copies of Appendix A on cardstock

· coffee filters, 1 per child (can substitute a square of white paper towel)

· fine mist spray bottle filled with water

· washable markers

· crayons 

· tape

· optional: newspaper to protect table
Activity 4: Game

· masking tape

· 4 ziplock bags of dried 
    beans

· basket or large bowl

	Large Group Wrap-Up

(5-10 minutes)
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	13

13

14
	Review Lesson and Take Home Point 

Pray

Sing (Optional)


	· music of your choice



Warm-Up (Prior to class and first 10 minutes of the session) 

Young children this age need a time to get acquainted with the new surroundings as they enter the classroom. Provide a variety of calm activities and toys such as blocks, play centers and simple puzzles. These activities create an environment that helps young children let go of Mom and Dad. If necessary, Mom and Dad may play with them for a few minutes and then leave.

Large Group Opening (5-10 minutes)
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Purpose: You may use singing as a large group activity and to gather attention. The opening puppet presentation is a quick overview introducing the Bible Event and Take Home Point. Early childhood humor is also used. Bubba often says something silly about elephants. Judy says something silly about pink ponies. Let the children enjoy the “joke” but use it to call attention to the Bible Event.

Singing: Use music of your choice.

Puppet Presentation:

Supplies: Judy puppet with a small blanket attached to her hand; The Story for Little Ones
Judy's Parents Take Care of Her

Presenter:
Boys and girls, let’s call Judy.

Kids call for Judy: Judy… Judy… Judy ...(Judy comes out)

Presenter:
Hi, Judy. How are you?

Judy:
I'm better now.

Presenter:
What’s the matter?

Judy:
I was really sick. I had to stay in bed for three days!

Presenter:
Wow, Judy. That's terrible. 

Judy:
I know! But my mommy and daddy took care of me.

Presenter:
Your parents love you very much. What did they do to help you get better?

Judy:
Lots of things. My mommy made me soup and brought me medicine and my special blanket. My daddy read me stories and brought me juice. Even my brother Bubba helped.

Presenter:
Really? What did Bubba do?

Judy:
He stayed away from me. He didn't tease me. Sometimes he is mean to me. 

Presenter:
Judy, this reminds me of what happened in the Bible. 

Judy:
Someone's brother was mean to them? 

Presenter:
Actually, Joseph had many brothers and they all hated him and were very mean to him.

Judy:
What happened?

Presenter:
Joseph's dad loved him very much. He loved him more than his brothers. He gave Joseph a special robe that was very colorful.

Judy:
Did he give one to all the brothers?

Presenter:
No. This made the brothers very angry. Also, Joseph used to have special dreams that God sent him. In the dreams, Joseph's brothers were bowing down to him. The brothers did not like this. It made them even angrier. Do you want to hear more?

Judy:
Yes. Tell me more.

Presenter:
I will read to you from the Bible.  The Bible is God’s story.  It is a very  BIG story… a BIG, TRUE story… a BIG, TRUE, story about how God loves us.  It also has many little stories in it and today we read about how Joseph forgives his brothers. Let's put on our listening ears.

Read Chapter 3, Joseph Forgives His Brothers from The Story for Little Ones. 


Let’s practice the Take Home Point. I’ll say it first and you repeat after me. *God will take care of us. God will take care of us. 

Presenter: Judy, will you help us with the new song?

Judy
Sure, I love to sing.

Song:
Let’s sing our song of the week. (to the tune of Farmer in the Dell)
Capitalized letters indicate emphasis on that syllable when the rhyme is sung.

God WILL take CARE of US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

GOD has a PLAN for US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

Let’s fold our hands and say a prayer. Repeat after me.

Dear God, Dear God,

We love you. We love you.

You will take care of us. You will take care of us.

You have a plan for us. You have a plan for us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

In Jesus’ name. In Jesus’ name.

Amen. Amen.

Small Group Application (30-40 minutes)

Purpose: Young children learn best by repetition. Review the Bible Event and practice the Take Home Point as you rotate through the activities.

The shepherd to child ratio for three-year-olds should be one to six or fewer. Divide into groups of six with one shepherd or have a slightly larger group with two shepherds. Groups rotate from activity to activity. Another option, especially for larger churches, is to provide a leader at each activity table with a shepherd leading a group of up to twelve. The ratio will be maintained at one to six.


Activity 1: Bible Event

Supplies: 

· The Story For Little Ones

Acting Out the Bible Event

Joseph forgives his brothers

Hold up The Story for Little Ones. 

· This is God’s word. Let's act out what it says. Today we are learning that Joseph forgives his brothers and God has a plan for us and takes care of us.

Jacob gives Joseph a colorful robe.

· Jacob had many sons. One of his younger sons, Joseph, was born when Jacob was very old. Jacob loved Joseph more than all his other sons. 

· Jacob gave Joseph a very special beautiful robe with lots of colors. Let's all say “Ooh, ahhh”. 

· Joseph's brothers wanted beautiful robes too, but only Joseph got one. This made his brothers very angry. Show me an angry face.

Joseph dreams

· God loved Joseph. He sent special dreams to Joseph. Let's close our eyes and pretend we are sleeping and dreaming.

· Joseph dreamed that someday his brothers would bow down to him. When he told his brothers his dream, they got even angrier! Show me a really, really angry face.

The brothers did mean things to Joseph

· Joseph's brothers decided to get rid of him. They stole his special colorful robe, ripped it up and threw Joseph into a deep hole.

·  Then the brothers sold him to some men who took him to Egypt and made him a slave.

· The brothers told their father that Joseph was dead. Jacob was very sad. Show me a sad face.

Pharaoh puts Joseph in charge

· The Pharaoh was the ruler of Egypt. One day he had a strange dream. Joseph told the Pharaoh that his dream meant they would have a lot of food for seven years and then no food for seven years after that. Let's count to seven...one...two...three...(etc.)

·  The Pharaoh believed what Joseph said about his dream and put Joseph in charge. Joseph made sure there was enough food for everyone. Let's pretend to eat.

God has a plan for Joseph

· Joseph became very powerful. Everyone found out that he was the only one around that had any food. Everyone was very, very hungry. Let's rub our hungry tummies. 

· Even though Joseph had many bad things happen to him, God had a plan for him. God wanted him to be in charge of the food so his brothers would have to come to him and ask for food.

Joseph forgives his brothers

· One day, Joseph's brothers traveled to Egypt to get some food. When they arrived they did not know that the person in charge of the food was their brother, Joseph. 
· When they realized that the man in charge was Joseph, the brothers said they were sorry for what they had done. Let's all say, “I'm sorry.”

· Even though his brothers did very mean things to him, Joseph forgave his brothers. Joseph knew that what happened was all part of God's plan. God took care of Joseph.

God takes care of us

· God loves each one of us very much. God has a plan for each of us. God will take care of us. 

Pray, Sing and Review the Take Home Point

Prayer:

Let’s fold our hands and say a prayer. Repeat after me.

Dear God, Dear God,

We love you. We love you.

You will take care of us. You will take care of us.

You have a plan for us. You have a plan for us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

In Jesus’ name. In Jesus’ name.

Amen. Amen.

Song:

Let’s sing our song of the week. (to the tune of Farmer in the Dell)

Capitalized letters indicate emphasis on that syllable when the rhyme is sung.

God WILL take CARE of US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

GOD has a PLAN for US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

Take Home Point:

Let’s practice the Take Home Point. I’ll say it first and you repeat after me: *God will take care of us. God will take care of us. 

Activity 2: Snack

Supplies: 

· napkins, cups and water

· colorful fruity 'O' cereal 


Today we are going to eat a snack that reminds us of the colors in Joseph's robe.  Before we eat our snack, let’s say a prayer.

Dear God, Dear God,

We love you. We love you.

You will take care of us. You will take care of us.

You have a plan for us. You have a plan for us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

In Jesus’ name. In Jesus’ name.

Amen. Amen.

Pass out a napkin and cup of water to each child. 

Do you remember what Jacob gave to Joseph? (colorful robe) Our snack today has a lot of colors just like Joseph's robe.

Pass out the cereal to each child. 

You may eat your colorful snack now.

Hold up the picture Bible, The Story for Little Ones, and ask:

Do you read this at home?  Do you recognize any of the pictures?  Can you tell me about it?

Let’s practice the Take Home Point. I’ll say it first and you repeat after me: *God will take care of us. God will take care of us. 

Song:

Let’s sing our song of the week. (to the tune of Farmer in the Dell)

Capitalized letters indicate emphasis on that syllable when the rhyme is sung.

God WILL take CARE of US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

GOD has a PLAN for US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

Activity 3: Craft

Children take pride in making something themselves. Resist trying to do too much for children so that they can say, “I did it myself.”

Supplies: 

· copies of Appendix A on cardstock

· coffee filters, 1 per child (can substitute a square of white paper towel)

· fine mist spray bottle filled with water

· washable markers

· crayons

· tape

· optional: newspaper to protect table

Before class, cut out Joseph. You don't need to be precise and can leave some space around his outline.

Today we are going to make a colorful robe for Joseph to remind us of the one his father, Jacob, made for him.

You may want to protect your table with newspaper.  Give each child a coffee filter and markers. 

This coffee filter (or paper towel) will become Joseph's colorful robe. Color your robes with a lot of color. When you are finished, I will help you spray it with water. That will make the colors all go together and make your robe beautiful. Lightly spray the robes with water. It does not take very much and you do not want them too wet.

While your robes dry a little bit, you can color Joseph. When you are finished with that, we will tape his robe onto him. Put a small piece of tape on the top edge of the robe and put it on the back of Joseph's head. Wrap the sides around Joseph. 

Let’s practice the Take Home Point. I’ll say it first and you repeat after me. *God will take care of us. God will take care of us. 

Song:

Let’s sing our song of the week. (to the tune of Farmer in the Dell)

Capitalized letters indicate emphasis on that syllable when the rhyme is sung.

God WILL take CARE of US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

GOD has a PLAN for US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

Let’s pray now. Fold your hands and repeat after me:

Dear God, Dear God,

We love you. We love you.

You will take care of us. You will take care of us.

You have a plan for us. You have a plan for us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

In Jesus’ name. In Jesus’ name.

Amen. Amen.

Activity 4: Learning Game “What is the Answer?”

Supplies: none

Today we are going to play a game called, “What Is the Answer?” I will ask a question and everyone will call out the answer together.

1. What gift did Joseph's father, Jacob, give to him? (a colorful robe)

2. Were Joseph's brothers happy for him? (No, they were mad.)

3. What did they do to Joseph? (tore up his robe, threw him in a deep hole and sold him as a slave)

4. After Joseph told the Pharaoh what his dream meant, what did Pharaoh do? (put Joseph in charge of the food)

5. When Joseph's brothers came to Egypt to buy food, were they surprised to see Joseph was in charge? (yes)

6. What did the brothers tell Joseph? (they were sorry)

7. Did Joseph forgive his brothers? (yes)

8. Did God take care of Joseph? (yes)

9. Did God have a plan for Joseph? (yes)

10. Does God take care of you? (yes)

Movement Game—“Keeper of the Food”

Supplies: masking tape, four zip lock sandwich bags loosely filled with dried beans, double bagged; basket or large bowl

Put basket or bowl by the wall. Place masking tape line on the floor about 4 feet in front of basket.


We are going to help Joseph save food for the seven years when there was 
no food. This will help him feed all the people in Egypt. Line up behind the 
tape. Everyone will get a turn to try to throw the food into the basket. Let 
children throw until they get all four bags in basket. If you need to, move line  
closer to basket. Play until all children have a turn. 

Let’s practice the Take Home Point. I’ll say it first and you repeat after me. 
*God will take care of us. God will take care of us. 

Song:

Let’s sing our song of the week. (to the tune of Farmer in the Dell)

Capitalized letters indicate emphasis on that syllable when the rhyme is sung.

God WILL take CARE of US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

GOD has a PLAN for US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

Let’s pray now. Fold your hands and repeat after me:

Dear God, Dear God,

We love you. We love you.

You will take care of us. You will take care of us.

You have a plan for us. You have a plan for us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

In Jesus’ name. In Jesus’ name.

Amen. Amen.

Large Group Wrap-Up (5-10 minutes)

[image: image4.jpg]



Lesson Review:

Presenter reviews the lesson by supplying key parts of the lesson with some words left out. Children are to supply the key words as the presenter shares the Bible Event.

See if you know the word I’m thinking of when I tell the Bible Event. If you know it, you may say it out loud without raising your hand. 

Jacob had many sons. The son he loved the most was ______ (Joseph). Jacob gave something very special to Joseph, but not his brothers. It was a ______ (colorful robe). Joseph's brothers were very ______ (angry). They did mean things to him and sold him to some travelers who made him a ______ (slave). The Pharaoh liked Joseph and put him in charge of all the ______ (food). When Joseph's brothers saw that Joseph was in charge of the food they told him they were ______ (sorry). Did Joseph forgive his brothers? ______ (yes) Did God take care of Joseph? ______ (yes) Does God take care of us? ______ (yes)

I can tell you were listening today when you learned that *God will take care of us.

Lesson Prayer:

Let’s fold our hands and pray. Repeat after me.

Dear God, Dear God,

We love you. We love you.

You will take care of us. You will take care of us.

You have a plan for us. You have a plan for us.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

In Jesus’ name. In Jesus’ name.

Amen. Amen.

Lesson Song:

Let’s sing our song of the week. (to the tune of Farmer in the Dell)

Capitalized letters indicate emphasis on that syllable when the rhyme is sung.

God WILL take CARE of US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

GOD has a PLAN for US.

God WILL take CARE of US.

Take Home Point:

Let’s practice the Take Home Point. I’ll say it first and you repeat after me. 
*God will take care of us. God will take care of us. 

Before sending children home, give a copy of The Story Preschool Lesson Card 3.

Say, The front of this card will remind you that God took care of Joseph. God loves you and he will take care of you, too. Show your parents the back and tell them that God takes care of you. Have them practice saying this before they leave.

Lead the children in singing songs from a CD until parents begin arriving. Let parents know that they are welcome to join in. Dismiss by handing out the God Talk at Home.



Joseph Forgives His Brothers





Date:	____________________


Series:	The Story 


	Lesson 3





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





  ***CAUTION: Be aware of food allergies children may have, before you give them anything to eat.
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