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Bible Basis: 1 Kings 3:4-28
Memory Verse: Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. Stubborn fools despise wisdom and discipline”
Take Home Point: God made Solomon a wise leader. God can make me wise too.
Resource: The Story for Children, Chapter 13: “The King Who Had It All”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
It is easy for kids, as well as adults, to take their blessings for granted. Kids need to learn to count their blessings and to understand God is the source of those blessings. God gives us all of our blessings, both great and small. Our blessings are not measured only in material wealth. They are measured spiritually as well. Today’s lesson encounters a wide variety of gifts that help us boldly proclaim who Jesus is and what he has done.

How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: The world teaches multiple truths, each person making his own. God teaches his way is the only truth.  Jesus meets our most important need—a relationship with God when he gave his life for us on the cross.
Jesus in us: Jesus’ life was a gift to us.  Jesus now lives in us and wants to use us to bless others through the gifts that he has given us.
Jesus through us: Because Jesus lives in us, we serve others in the community using the gifts that God has given us.  We use our gifts to boast Gods power, not our own.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation: 
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber:
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:

Later, we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible.
Supplies

· Genie Lamp
If you could rub this golden lamp, wish for anything, and know your wish would come true, what would you wish for? 

(Have a few brave volunteers say what they would wish for)

How long do you think what you wished for will make you happy?  

Refer to the golden lamp again.  

How many think this is a real golden lamp? Our golden lamp is a false hope. Sometimes there is false hope in thinking that if we just had more things, we would be happier. Sometimes that is the most common lie Satan uses to trick people. Having more things does not make us happier.
In today’s Bible event we will meet Solomon, David’s son, who became king after David. God appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked him, “What do you want? You can have anything.” I wonder what Solomon asked for. 

Today we will learn more about how God gives us amazing gifts, the greatest being Jesus on the Cross.
Songs of Worship:

Your choice of music

The Power of the Cross:
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 
Supplies

·  The Genie lamp from the attention grabber
Many people think that their happiness can be filled with stuff.  They might love items like this golden lamp over God.  Have you ever loved something so much you couldn’t let it go?
Ask a couple volunteers
Did you know God gave us those things not to glorify ourselves, but to glorify God?  When we glorify our gifts or items we sin and rebel against God.  That sin creates a separation between us and God. The only way that we can be connected back with God is to have our sin punished.
Jesus was punished when he took our sin upon himself. Though God loved Jesus so much, his love for us was as great. God took all the punishment we deserved and put it on his Son when Jesus died on the cross for us. That was the hardest thing that God ever had to do. It cost him more than anything else.

We have been given the greatest gift of all time—a friendship with God that lasts forever. If you know Jesus as your Savior, raise your hand. It is time now to thank God for that gift. If you do not know him as your Savior and if you don’t trust him, now is the time to ask him to be your Savior. He wants you to trust him. Let’s pray for that now.
At the conclusion of prayers confessing individual sins, announce God’s forgiveness because of his amazing grace.
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Your choice of music

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Invite the children to bring their money gifts to the Lord. Also invite them to come to the microphone and tell one thing they would like to do to help show God’s love to someone else this week. It is an offering of their action to show their thankfulness for what God has given them.


Learning Game:

Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

“Catch the Blessings”

Supplies needed: ten Frisbees or flying saucers, two tubs, two sheets or blankets, masking tape

Divide the entire group into two teams, such as boys against girls. The object of the game is to see which team gets the most flying saucers into their team tub. 

In advance, make two lines on the floor with masking tape that are twenty feet apart. At one line will be the Frisbee throwers. Five girls and five boys will each throw one Frisbee. The teams will try to land a Frisbee in their large tub on the other side where the rest of their teammates are located.  

The teammates next to the tubs cannot touch the Frisbees with their hands or pick them up from the ground. Each team has a sheet or blanket, and they must figure out how to help their partners get the Frisbees into the tub using the sheet. There are several ways this can be done. They can spread the sheet out, try to catch each of the Frisbees, and “pour” the Frisbees into the tub. The teams could also make the sheet into a type of backboard so that when the Frisbees hit it they would drain into the tub. Each team must decide its strategy. (It is best to let kids come up with their own ideas.)

After one set of Frisbees is thrown, five new contestants can throw for a second round. Rotating players will help to increase participation. 

The learning point:  

God has giving us amazing gifts. Too often we ignore them or don’t know what gifts we have. We have more thankful attitudes when we stop to recount what our gifts are and thank God for them.  

The greatest gift God gave us is his message of Jesus’ great love for us. That is a blessing we certainly want to catch. We also have the freedom to share that message with others.
Bible Reading:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Option #1
Solomon’s Wise Judgment

Recruit two volunteers from the class to help you with the story presentation. One will hold the “yes” sign and the other will hold the “no” sign. Whenever you pause to ask a question about Solomon, the sign holders should parade with the signs and encourage the rest of the children to call out answers. (Optional) Set costumes and props aside for kids to come up and participate in the story.
Have a volunteer play the role of Solomon
Saul was the first king of Israel. Then came David, a famous king who ruled for 40 years.  Then came King Solomon, one of David’s sons. From the start, Solomon was a very different king than David. No battles and bloodshed for him. Solomon wanted to make his kingdom great by using his brain.

One night God spoke to Solomon through a dream.  In the dream God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” Now that’s an incredible question, isn’t it? Solomon could really have anything he wanted! Do you think Solomon made a careful choice? Pause for sign holders to wave signs.
Solomon thought long and hard about this question. He definitely wanted to make a good choice. He could have asked to live a long life. He could have asked to be wealthy. He could have asked for God to kill his enemies. But he didn’t ask for any of that. Instead, he asked for God to give him a wise heart to know the difference between right and wrong.  God was pleased with Solomon.  God said “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself I will do what you have asked. Solomon had reason to boast about how smart he was and how wise he was. Do you think Solomon bragged to his friends? Pause for sign holders to wave signs.
Solomon didn’t get all proud and boastful. Instead, he was grateful for what God had done for him. He made the wise choice to go to Jerusalem and stand in front of the Ark of the Covenant. That was where God met with his people. Solomon made sacrifices to God because he knew his wisdom came from God. Solomon became very famous for his wisdom. He knew about all kinds of things, from what rock badgers do in their free time to how to be truly happy in life. He solved arguments and figured out the best time to plant crops. Solomon could have kept his wisdom to himself. He could have made sure no one else ever learned how to be wise. But did he? Pause for sign holders to wave signs.
Solomon didn’t keep his wisdom to himself. He was constantly thinking of wise things that people needed to know, and he wrote a lot of those things down in a book called Proverbs. Proverbs teach you wisdom. They help you understand wise sayings. Solomon’s advice was, “Don’t be wise in your own eyes. Have respect for the Lord.”  The queen of Sheba heard about how famous and wise Solomon was. She also heard about how he served and worshiped the Lord. So she traveled from far away to test Solomon with hard questions. Solomon didn’t have to answer her questions. After all, he was the one who was smart, not her. Do you think he answered her questions? Pause for sign holders.
Have a volunteer play the role of queen Sheba
The queen of Sheba asked Solomon about everything she wanted to know, and Solomon answered all of her questions. There wasn’t anything that was too hard for the king to explain to her. So the queen of Sheba saw how very wise Solomon was. She said, “Back in my country I heard a report about you. I heard how wise you are. But I didn’t believe those things. So I came to see for myself. You are twice as wise as people say you are.” God made Solomon a wise leader who could rule the people with choices that were fair and right. 
Have two volunteers play the role of the ladies
One day two women came to Solomon with a serious problem.  The women were arguing over who the mother was of a child.  Solomon told the women to bring forth the child to his servant where he laid him on a table.  Solomon being the wisest man in the land told the women that if they couldn’t agree who the child belong to they could have half of the child each.  One woman began crying saying, “Give the child to the other woman.”  The other woman shouted, “Cut the baby in half.” Do you think Solomon let the child be cut in half? Pause for sign holders

Solomon didn’t cut the baby in half.  Instead he gave the child to the woman who was crying.  “A mother would do anything she could to save her child.”  Everyone there was surprised at how wise Solomon was.  

Did you know God wants to help us be wise, too? All we have to do is ask.  God wants us to know our gifts and know how we can use them for his kingdom.
Option #2

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the thirteenth chapter of The Story for Children.


Witness and Tell: 
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Let children explain how they can use their gifts for God or how they told others about Jesus by using their God giving gifts.
Prayer: 
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option: Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.

_____ Prayer Chairs: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.

Blessing: 
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:
Your choice of music
Supplies:

Attention Grabber

· Golden Lamp

Power of the Cross

· Golden Lamp

Offering:

· microphone

Learning Game:

· ten Frisbees or flying saucers

· two tubs

· two sheets or blankets

· masking tape

Bible Presentation

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
· (Optional) Costumes and props
· 6 paper signs saying, “Queen Sheba”, “Woman #1”, “Woman #2”, “Solomon”, “Yes”, and “No”


YES
NO
Queen Sheba

Woman #1
Woman

#2

Solomon
Date: 	___________________
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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