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Bible Basis: Matthew 26:26–28, 33–35; 27:46–49; Luke 22:51–62; 23:32–49; John 13:21–30; 14:1–15; 18:4–10; 19:30
Memory Verse: Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God. Trust in me also. —John 14:1, NIrV 
Take Home Point: Jesus died for our sins so we can be with him forever. I can accept his love.  
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 26: “The Hour of Darkness”  

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Jesus died for our sins.  Jesus fills the need that we could not fulfill in the law.  Children need to understand the Jesus took their sins on the cross once and for all.  The love that Jesus displayed on the cross is a love that they need to accept in their hearts to be set free.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us:  Jesus died for us.  He took the place where we should have been.  Jesus’ sacrifice takes the sin of the world, allowing us to be free.
Jesus in us: Jesus comes into our hearts and changes us.  His death on the cross removes the sin that plagues our hearts and places it on him.  He places his seal with his spirit on those who believe in and accept his atoning sacrifice.
Jesus through us:  Jesus works in us to deliver the good news of the cross and the beautiful glorification of Jesus in the resurrection.
Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation:
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber:
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  
The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:
Later, we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible. 
Supplies needed: a sign that reads “Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest,” and a sign that reads “Crucify him!” (see appendix)

Talk about Jesus’ triumphant ride into Jerusalem the week before his crucifixion. Explain how surprising it was that crowds welcomed him into Jerusalem by shouting “Hosanna!” on Sunday and, within a week, people ended up shouting, “Crucify him!”  

Do you think Jesus would have gone to Jerusalem if he knew that by the end of the week he would be nailed to the cross? 

After soliciting answers from the kids, reassure them: 

Jesus’ death on the cross was God’s plan. The main reason Jesus came into this world was to give his life for us. Jesus’ death was no accident. 

The crowds did not understand that Jesus came as part of God’s plan. They welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem by singing “Hosanna!” They expected Jesus to be the great Messiah who would overthrow the Romans and set up a mighty kingdom on earth. Instead, Jesus wanted to set up a kingdom in our hearts by giving his life for us. His kingdom lasts forever!

By the end of the week, the crowds had turned against Jesus and shouted, “Crucify him!” We don’t know if the same people who shouted, “Hosanna” on Sunday shouted, “Crucify him!” five days later. Maybe some people who welcomed Jesus with hosannas on Sunday were so offended by his overturning the tables in the Temple on Monday that they now wanted him dead. Maybe others had been against Jesus all along and had been looking for a way to get rid of Jesus for some time.
Have two signs ready. One should read “Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!” The other should read, “Crucify him!” Coach the kids to respond louder the higher the signs are held. This is a good way to show the kids what it was like during the week before Jesus’ death. 

As you describe Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, hold the “Hosanna!” sign high above your head. Have kids scream and shout “Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!” As the sign is slowly lowered, the children’s voices will get softer. When the “Hosanna!” sign is to the floor, pick up the “Crucify him!” sign and hold it close to the floor. The children should now begin to whisper “Crucify him!” As this sign is slowly raised, the children’s voices will get louder.  

Songs of Worship:
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross:
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Supplies:  

· paper

· pencils

· bag hanging on the cross

· Jesus dollar for each child (Order through www.gospelmagic.com.)

· gift box 

How would you prepare for an important guest if he were coming to your house today? Would you clean up your house? Can’t you just hear your mom say, “Go wash your face and hands.” Would you say, “Who cares if there are three days’ worth of dishes sitting on the counter and there are dust balls the size of Jupiter sitting by my bed? I kind of like the dirty dishes and the dust balls. And I don’t care if there is chocolate ice cream all over my face. It was a great ice cream cone.” Of course, you wouldn’t say that.  

Suppose King Jesus is coming to your house today. Do you have things that need to be cleaned up? What is your dirty pile of sins that you just kind of shove to the side and forget to get rid of? Do you have bad thoughts or jealousy? Have you been arguing with your mom or dad?

What is the very worst thing you have ever done? Write it on this sheet of paper. 

Hand out a small piece of paper and a pencil to each child. Then say:

First John 2:1-2 says that Jesus made payment for our sins. Second Corinthians 5:21 says that he who was sinless took our sins. He traded with us.

Bring your sins to the cross and put them in this burlap bag. Jesus wants to trade with us. 

Have a gift box in the bag that contains Jesus dollars to give to each child. As you exchange the paper of sin with the Jesus dollars, reassure kids of their forgiveness.   

Jesus took your sins and gave you salvation instead. Listen very closely to 1 John 2:1-2. 

“My dear children, I’m writing this to you so that you will not sin. Yet, if anyone does sin, we have Jesus Christ, who has God’s full approval. He speaks on our behalf when we come into the presence of the Father. He is the payment for our sins, and not only for our sins, but also for the sins of the whole world.”  

God loved you so much that he traded a relationship with the Father for your sins. Do you know for sure in your heart that Jesus loves you this much? If so, I want to hear you say with confidence, “I know!”  

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music
Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.
Supplies: a bed of palm branches for the children to lay their offerings on

Have the children bring their offerings forward and lay them on a bed of palm branches.

Talk about the current mission project and how these offerings will help others enter the Kingdom of God.
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Learning Game:
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
Set 2 liter bottles as “bowling pins” (three in back, two in middle, and one in front). Mark a starting line with masking tape 20 feet from the pins (bottles). Divide kids into equal teams. Use a soft exercise ball to knock over as many pins as possible. In bowling, the purpose in the game is to knock all the pins down, as in a strike.  

Christ gave his life for us and we in return say thank you by focusing our life on him. It takes focus to knock all the pins down, just as you would focus on Jesus and make him number one in your life.
Bible Presentation:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Option #1

Supplies:  Show the children how to make crosses out of palm leaves. 

Read Luke 9:23-27. Open a Bible to visually and physically reinforce where these words come from. With the scripture, apply this teaching:

Consider Jesus who carried his cross. It was an instrument of torture. He carried it from the city of Jerusalem through the streets to the Mount of Calvary. There the cross was placed into the ground so that he would be hung on it. Why did he do that? Couldn’t he have stopped it? Sure, he could have stopped it because he was powerful, and he was God’s Son.

He chose not to stop because he was obeying his Father. God, our Heavenly Father, sent his Son, Jesus, into the world to take all the punishment of our sin on himself when he died on the cross. Jesus paid for us to go to Heaven with his death on the cross. Jesus not only loved us enough to do this, he loved his Father. He wanted to obey his Father.

The cross did not slip off of Jesus’ back. The cross went from him carrying it, to him hanging on it. What held him there? It was nails. They were small nails, but they were enough to hold him there. Because he was obeying the Father, he let himself be held by those nails. He denied himself to do what God wanted.

Pound 16 penny nails into the cross where Jesus’ hands and feet would have been. Then say:

These nails are a picture of “obedience moments” we all face. God challenges us to obey him instead of doing what we want. These obedience moments, though they may seem small, are the ways we truly show our obedience and deny ourselves. Sometimes it is not what we want, and it might even hurt.

Ask for a volunteer to come forward to carry the cross.

What did Jesus say in today’s Bible reading? That’s right, whoever wants to come after Jesus must take up his cross and follow him. This means we trust Jesus as our Savior, and we want to be obedient to God just like he was. It means that we will deny ourselves. We will say no to the things we want but God does not want us to do or have. Jesus says that, though it might seem like we lose our life, we will actually save it.

Help put the cross on the volunteer’s back so he can carry it. Point out that the cross might start to fall off. It is hard to hang onto. Then point to the nails the child can hold onto to help carry the cross.
Boys and girls, do you think these nails would have hurt Jesus? (Yes.) But Jesus said to God, “If you want me to do this, even if it is painful, I will.” He was obedient, even though it hurt.

Did you know that there might be small ways in your life that God wants you to obey as well; even if when you obey those things it might be painful? For example, does it ever seem painful not to be mean back to someone at school who is mean to you? What about if a brother or sister is mean to you? Is it painful to try to understand that person and forgive him?

When these things happen they are “obedience moments.” They might seem like small things, but they make a big difference. These small things may sometimes be painful because we are saying no to our own selfishness and yes to God’s way. It is just as if God was handing us a nail, but what gets nailed to the cross is our own selfishness, or the things we would want to do that are not pleasing to God.

Let’s find out what some of your obedience moments are. These are moments when you have to make a choice between obeying what God would want you to do, and doing what you would want to do yourself without listening to him.

I want some volunteers to come forward. Every person who comes up and shares one example of an obedience moment in his life will be given a piece of licorice to remind him of the nail that connects him to his own cross. Just like the licorice tastes good, we will find that the obedience moments when we do what God wants always end up for our best.
Help kids come up with examples in their lives of the choices they make that may seem little but make a big difference because they choose to follow God’s way. Then give a licorice piece to everyone who hasn’t received one yet, saying:

If you love Jesus, raise your hand. When you love Jesus, you can know there WILL be obedience moments in your lives – times when you have the option of obeying God or doing what you want. This piece of licorice reminds us that when we choose God’s way, we will always be blessed, and often others will be blessed as well.

Option #2 The Story

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
· Read the twenty-sixth chapter in the story.
Application
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Folding the Palm Branch
1. Tear the palm branch in half.

2. Fold one of the halves into thirds. This will make the vertical beam of the cross. Leave approximately three inches of the branch unfolded. This will be used to connect the beams together.  



1. Fold the other half of the palm branch into fourths. This will make the horizontal beam of the cross. 


4. Lay the horizontal beam on top of the vertical beam. 

5. Wrap the excess palm branch around the center of the cross to connect the two beams together. 

After demonstrating, give kids palm branches to make a cross. Discuss the following while they make their crosses.

Note how it takes special attention and careful planning to make these. 

So it was with Jesus when he went to the cross. He was waiting for just the right time to die for us. He waited for Passover, a special Jewish celebration in which a sacrificial lamb was killed for the sins of the people. Jesus was that sacrificial lamb for us. It was God’s plan woven together that sent Jesus for us.

Witness and Tell:
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
If Jesus has sacrificed so much for you, what is something you could sacrifice for him?

Or…

What would you tell someone who asked you, “How do I get forgiveness from God?” 

Prayer:
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing:
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music
Supplies:
Attention Grabber: 
· “Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest,” and a sign that reads “Crucify him!” 
Power of the Cross
· paper

· pencils

· bag hanging on the cross

· Jesus dollar for each child (Order through www.gospelmagic.com.)

· gift box 

Offering

· a bed of palm branches for the children to lay their offerings on
Learning Game


· 2-liter bottles for bowling pins (or other bowling pin substitutes)

· Ball for bowling, preferably something soft
Bible Presentation
· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
· penny nails
· cross
Application

· palm leaves

Crucify Him
Hosanna!  

Hosanna 

in the 

highest!
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