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Bible Basis: Matthew 3:1–17; 4:1–11, 24–25; Mark 1:31–2:12; 3:9–15; Luke 8:1–3
Memory Verse: People brought to him all who were ill with different kinds of sicknesses … Jesus healed all of them.—Matthew 4:24, NIV 
Take Home Point: Jesus shows people the power of God. I can look for God’s power in my life.  
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 23: “Jesus’ Ministry Begins”  

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids can waver in what they believe.  With technology advancing and many different religious beliefs surrounding them, it can be easy to miss God’s power.  We can look for God’s power everywhere in our lives.  Baptism is a display of Gods great power in which we die with Christ and rise in his resurrection.  Children understand by their baptism that God’s spirit dwells in them and that God’s power is evident in their life.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Galatians 4:5 says God sent Jesus to pay for our sins so we could be adopted as children. Galatians 3:26 says we are God’s children by believing in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:27 says we who are baptized are clothed with Christ. 
Jesus in us: Galatians 4:6 says that God sent the Spirit of his Son into us so we could call our Father “Daddy” or “Abba.” Galatians 4:19 refers to the fact that Christ is formed in us. 
Jesus through us: Because we are sons and daughters of God, our actions can change. No longer are we slaves to sin. But through Jesus, our actions seek to please him.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation:
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber:
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Today we will learn more about Jesus’ Ministry, how he was baptized, healed people, and why we should believe in our savior.
Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today.
Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:

Later, we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible. 
Supplies:

· stack of play money photocopied—large currency on one side and fruits of the Spirit on the other 
How would you like it if I came to your mom and dad and said, “I’m going to give you a million dollars, but you have to spend it on your kid”? If that were to really happen to anyone here, what would you say or do?

Today, I want you to know that someone richer than a millionaire wants to be your dad, and he wants to spend his riches on you. Who do you think I’m talking about? It’s God, the Father. God said that if you believe in his Son Jesus, then you are adopted as heirs. You are his legal sons and daughters. He has treasures so much greater than just money to give you. Here are some of his riches:  

Have a stack of play money with large currencies photo copied on one side, and the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control) on the other side. While handing each child a “dollar,” read out loud the fruit of the Spirit, exclaiming how valuable they are. Continue worshiping with a sense of thanksgiving at how truly rich we are when we have faith in Jesus.

Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross:
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Supplies:

· Ken or Barbie doll covered in clay or mud so it is indistinguishable

· bucket with slightly soapy water
Use a Barbie doll or some other plastic figure and completely cover it with a layer of clay. Dirt or mud would work as well as long as the figure is completely indistinguishable or hidden beneath the dirt. Also have a bucket with slightly soapy water available.

Hold up the clay-covered doll and say:

Can anyone tell me what this is? Yes, it does look like a doll or a person, but it certainly is not very clean. 

What would you say if I told you that we are like this doll? We all have a “dirt” problem. This is how God sees us when he looks at our sin. 

If we would continue disobeying God and don’t mind sinning all the time, then we would end up like this mud-pie guy. We’d be stuck in our sin. The Bible says we would be slaves to sin.  

Let’s think of things in this last week that we might have wanted to do that we knew God wouldn’t approve of but we did them anyway. What about disobeying our parents? Or saying bad things about others? Give time for kids to think.

God wants us to know that we don’t have to live like this. We don’t have to be slaves stuck in sin. This is what he did to clean us up. God sent Jesus to take off all the “yuck” of sin. And he changed us so we would more resemble Jesus.

When we believe in Jesus, he takes away our sins. When we are baptized, he shows us that our sins are washed away and we are a new people. Look at what happens here.

Dip the clay figure into the soapy water and show the clean doll.

The Bible says in 1 Peter 3:21, “Baptism, which is like that water, now saves you. Baptism doesn’t save by removing dirt from the body. Rather, baptism is a request to God for a clear conscience. It saves you through Jesus Christ, who came back from death to life.”
The Bible says that every time you ask for forgiveness and remember Jesus, it’s like remembering your baptism. You are remembering that your sins are washed away and you are a new creation.

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music
Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.
Supplies:

· cross and offering bucket

Place an offering bucket on the cross lying on the floor. Explain the current mission project.

When we give our offerings, we are never trying to buy God’s love or pay for God to adopt us as his children. He has already done that for us. Because of his great love for us, we want to give him our best. Giving our offering gifts is an important way to say, “Thank you, God, for calling me to be your own!”


Learning Game:
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
Supplies:

· at least two spray bottles or squirt guns (multiple if possible)

· two or more plastic trays or something to use as shields
Dodge Water Relay:

Have children line up in two rows so that the first person (the leader) in each row faces the other team. The rest of the team stands behind their leader. The leaders of each row should be about 10 feet apart. Give each child in front of their line a spray bottle or squirt gun and some kind of shield. 

The object of this game is for the leader to squirt the opposing team’s leader in the face without getting wet. As soon as one leader gets a few drops on his face (you can be the judge to make the call) a point for the appropriate team is scored. Those two children pass their shields and water bottles to the next person in line and are seated. The next two leaders then take their spraying stations.  
Options: 

· You can have more than two teams playing at a time. 

· If you have a large number of children but want to have only one game in progress, have a child who had a turn go out to the audience to tag someone who has not yet played. That person goes to take a place in the line.
To teach the learning point, say:

Did you ever think of water sending a message? This was a silly game and lots of fun. As we were spraying the water and ducking to keep from getting wet, we were sending a message to the other players. The message was, “I want to get you wet without getting myself wet.”

In baptism, God connects his promise with water. He sends the message that he is calling us his own.
Bible Presentation:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Option #1 The Story

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read chapter twenty-three of The Story for Children.
Option #2 Video

Supplies:

· video: The Visual Bible: Matthew (3:1-17), (Visual International and Visual Entertainment Inc., 1984) 

or …

· video: The Animated Stories from the  New Testament: John the Baptist (Nest Family Entertainment, 1990)
Show Matthew 3:1-17 from The Visual Bible: Matthew, or show the baptism section from the video The Animated Stories from the New Testament: John the Baptist. 
Application 1:
Supplies:

· large white robe

· black robe or soiled shirt for child

Do you know what it means to be baptized? To be baptized means to be identified with someone. 

John the Baptist came to teach a message that would help people get ready for Jesus. He said all people should repent. He was calling the people to turn from sin and turn to God. He was telling the people they needed a savior. When John the Baptist baptized people, it meant they “identified” with his message. They were repenting and turning to God. 

But when Jesus was baptized, he was giving us an example that we all need to repent and turn to God. Even though he had no sin to repent of, Jesus modeled what we should do.

What did God say to Jesus when he was baptized? (“This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.”) When we are baptized, God is saying that very same thing to us. This is how it works.  

The presenter puts on a large white robe. He calls for a volunteer to come up and put on a black robe or soiled shirt.  
Let’s imagine that I am Jesus. This white robe reminds everyone that I am completely perfect and without sin. The black robe (or soiled shirt) of this person (the volunteer) reminds us all of sin. We are all dirty with sin. 

Let’s imagine we can see God, the Father, sitting on his royal throne in heaven, which is a completely perfect place. It is filled with his holiness and only those who are completely holy can come before him. Can this person enter with the dirty robe and sin-filled life? No, of course not. 

Now, watch what Jesus does. When we are baptized, we are identified with Jesus. 

The Jesus figure comes to the child, opens the robe, and covers the child with that whiteness so only the child’s head can be seen.

The Bible says “…all of you who were baptized in Christ’s name have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  

God looks at this person and sees the holiness of Jesus. Because this person is identified with Jesus, he can enter into heaven. And you know what God says to this person? “You are my son (daughter) with whom I am well pleased.” This is just what God said to his Son Jesus. Since we’re identified with God in baptism, he says the same thing to us. Can you imagine God saying to you, “You are my son/daughter with whom I am well pleased”? Wow!

Application 2:
Supplies:

· several different occupational costumes, hats, or tools in a box. Examples are a nurse, a baseball player, a construction worker, and a rock band singer.

· cross

Place several occupational costumes, hats, or tools in a box and bring them out one by one. Ask the children to identify the occupation and act it out (a nurse, a baseball player, a construction worker, a rock singer, etc.). Then have them tell a little about what a person in that occupation does.  

Next, hold up a cross and ask:  

Now that we have been identified with Christ, we are called Christians. What is it that we do? 

Take suggestions from the group. (We love one another, we tell people about Jesus, we’re kind to our enemies, and we are filled with peace.)
When we are clothed with Christ, we should look and act like him. 


Witness and Tell:
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
Prayer:
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing:
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music
Supplies:
Attention Grabber
· stack of play money photocopied
· large currency on one side and fruits of the Spirit on the other 
Power of the Cross

· Ken or Barbie doll covered in clay or mud so it is indistinguishable

· bucket with slightly soapy water
Offering

· cross 
· offering bucket 
Learning Game
· at least two spray bottles or squirt guns (multiple if possible)

· two or more plastic trays or something to use as shields
Bible Event

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
· video: The Visual Bible: Matthew (3:1-17), (Visual International and Visual Entertainment Inc., 1984) 

· video: The Animated Stories from the  New Testament: John the Baptist (Nest Family Entertainment, 1990)
Application #1
· large white robe

· black robe or soiled shirt for child

Application #2

· several different occupational costumes, hats, or tools in a box. Examples are a nurse, a baseball player, a construction worker, and a rock band singer.

· cross

Date:	___________________
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The following role-play is to help the kids understand that because they are identified with Christ, they live a different life. We want the children to understand that they don’t live a changed life so they can then become a Christian. Rather, because they are first in Christ as believers, they then live a new life. 
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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