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Bible Event: Judges 16 

Take Home Point: *GOD HELPED SAMSON…God can help me!
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Jesus Link:  Just as God helped Samson, God helps us through our belief in Jesus.
What kids will learn about God in this worship experience:

· The children will learn that God would help Samson when he listen to God. The children will also learn what happened to Samson when he chose not to listen to God, and Samson began doing things in his own strength. In the end Sampson made the right choice to turn back to God, and God helped Samson when he called. God is great! Kids will take home the point: *GOD HELPED SAMSON...God can help me!
· Children will respond to God’s love as they pray to him, thanking him for loving them and giving them Jesus. They will offer him their songs, their offerings, and their actions of love in their worship experience.
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Welcome Zone: (15–20 minutes)       

Purpose: While kids arrive, give them a simple learning readiness activity that requires minimal supervision. This might include a video, games, blocks, or puzzles.  

Video Suggestion: Choose a video and list it here. Your choice, if available.
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Activity Suggestion: Blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons.


Opening Worship: (10-15 minutes)       
Children can bring forward the cross, candles, The Story for Little Ones, offering plate, and treasure box. The treasure box contains the props used to tell or dramatize the Bible event. Open with a simple prayer, having the children repeat after you. Collect offering and talk about how God will use it.

Praise Songs: 

Choose two or three songs and list them here.
Bible Event: Imagination Theater
Imagination Theater is audience participation drama where the Bible event is told in creative fashion using children as actors. The imagination Box contains The Story for Little Ones and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing The Story and explaining that it is God’s word. Briefly summarize the story, and then remove an imaginary hat and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on theirs as well. They will also use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. You can use a puppet to pretend to be Delilah. 
Presenter:
Today we are going to talk about being strong in two ways….one way is to be strong in God….the second way is being strong in ourselves.

Let’s call Judy to join us.

Presenter:
Hi Judy, do you know how to be strong?

Judy:
I exercise, so I have strong muscles. See? (Judy makes a pose to show she is strong)

Presenter:
That is one way to show your strong, but what about being strong in God?

Judy:

What do you mean?

Presenter:
Today we are talking about Samson, who was the strongest man the earth has ever seen. When he listened to God he was very strong, but when he stopped listening to God he lost all of his strength. Would you help me tell Samson’s story – would you be Delilah?

Judy:

Sure!

Presenter:
Kids, I need you to stand up to help me tell the story. (wait for all the kids to stand up with you)

Presenter:
 Long ago in Israel, God choose a man by the name of Samson to lead the people. Samson was very strong.  (have the kids pose in a muscle pose with you)
Presenter:
 Samson even fought a lion and won. (put your hands together in victory over your head)

Presenter:
One day Samson met and fell in love with a pretty woman named Delilah. (Have the kids and Judy do a bow.) 

Presenter:
Samson stopped listening to God. (Put hands over ears)

Judy (as Delilah): Samson, you are so strong, what is your secret? (Have Judy and the kids lean in and cup their hand to their ear.)

Presenter:
 Delilah, tie me up with this rope, and I will become weak. (Have the kids make and x with their arms in front of them.)

Presenter: 
(have the kids move their arms apart ) See that did not hold me.

Judy (as Delilah): Samson tell me what makes you strong? (Have the kids lean in again and cup their hand to their ear.)

Presenter :
Delilah, my strength comes from my hair never being cut. 
(Have the Presenter and kids brush their hair back like it is long and then have them fall asleep.)

Judy (as Delilah): (have her and the kids pretend to cut hair) 
Now, the bad men can have Samson and I will be rich. 
(Have her and the kids hold up fingers like they are holding a coin.)

Presenter:
 (Sit and up pretend to be weak.)
Presenter:
 Samson went to prison. Samson realized what he had done and he prayed to God(Have the kids fold their hands in prayer.) The bad men brought Samson out to make fun of him in the temple. Samson prayed asked God to forgive him and give Samson strength to push down the walls of the temple.(Have the kids push the walls down with you.) God heard Samson and allowed Samson to push down the walls of the temple.

Judy or the Presenter can ask the kids: 
What made Samson so strong?
(Samson listened to God and did not cut his hair.)

Judy or the Presenter can ask the kids: 
Why did God help Samson after he disobeyed?
(God helped Samson because Samson turned back to God.)
Presenter:
At first, Samson disobeyed God. He turned away from God. But God loves us very much, and he forgives us. Even when you disobey, you can turn back to God. He always loves you and forgives you. He is always your friend, and you can turn to him and ask for help. Let’s pray.
Pray with the children and thank God that you can always ask him for help.
Let’s learn our take home point. I will say GOD HELPED SAMSON and then you will say God can help me! Ready? Point to yourself. GOD HELPED SAMSON. Point to the children. God can help me! Let’s do that again. Point to yourself. GOD HELPED SAMSON. Point to the children. God can help me!
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Action Zones: (20-30 minutes)   
Purpose: Children move at their leisure to the activities according to their interest. Adults are assigned to oversee each of the zones, watching for safety, assisting any activity, and helping the children connect to the lesson of the day. All zones are introduced at the beginning of Zone Time. Some suggested zones are included below. It is usually best to have all children go to the Snack Zone first. Sing a blessing song or say a snack prayer together before dismissing to the zones. During the Zone Time, children may arrive from mid-service dismissal. If this is an option at your church, be prepared to welcome the children and invite them to choose a zone.
Bible Reading Zone: Hold up the picture Bible, The Story for Little Ones, and ask:
Do you read this at home?  Do you recognize any of the pictures?  Can you tell me about it?  

Discuss.  Then introduce today’s reading with:

I will read to you from the Bible.  The Bible is God’s story.  It is a very BIG story… a BIG, TRUE story… a BIG, TRUE, story about how God loves us.  It also has many little stories in it and today we read about A Strong Man named Samson.

Optional: Provide a coloring page for children to do while listening to the story.

Snack Zone: popped and unpopped popcorn, raisins and grapes, water with glasses and ice. (Do not give popped popcorn or whole grapes to children under the age of three.) Have them look at each item and let them tell you which is stronger. 
Drama Zone: Provide dress-up clothes and full-length mirrors.
Video Zone: A video that is about - Listening to God.
Messy Zone: Growing Samson’s Hair – you will need paper cups, markers, fast-germinting grass seed, potting soil, measuring cups or scoops to scoop the soil, plastic wrap, rubber bands, water and newspaper or table cloth. Attach the label to the cup to let the parents know to remove the plastic when they see sprouts growing in the cup. Pass out the paper cup to each student, help the kids draw a face on the front to the cup to represent Samson, write their name on the back, fill the cup with soil, sprinkle grass seed, lightly water, cover with plastic wrap and secure with a rubber band, take the cup home. 
Felt Zone: Use felt board materials to show the story of Samson and Delilah.  (For example, use a sesson from Betty Lukens Through the Bible in Felt.)

Coloring Zone: No Coloring Page for this lesson
Play Zone: Set out dolls to play with. 

Quiet Reading Zone: A basket of books that focus on listening to God.
Music Zone: Your choice of music something like the song “Strong Tower”.

Closing Worship: (20 minutes)


Purpose: As you empty the zones and clean up, begin the music so the children can start wandering over. 

Worship Songs: 

Choose one or two songs and list them here.
Bible Application with Puppet Presentation:

Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet.

Puppet Judy can come back to help the children learn now to ask God for help.

Puppet Judy – I want to help teach the children the motions to ask God for help. 

I can (point to yourself.) 

Ask God(Point up.) 

For help!(Clap.) 

Tell the children the following situations, and help them respond with the words and motions, “I can ask God for help.” 

Puppet Judy - When I am sad,(I can ask God for help!) 

   When my sister or brother won’t share(I can ask God for help!) 

   When my friend makes fun of me(I can ask God for help!) 

   When I am scared(I can ask God for help!) 

   When I have to pick up my toys(I can ask God for help)
   So children, any time we are needing God all we have to do is 
   remember to say, I can ask God for help.

Ask the children for situations that they can ask God for help to practice this idea.

Remember the take home point: Point to yourself. *GOD HELPED SAMSON. Point to the children. God can help me!
Prayer Time: 

Purpose: Allow children to contribute their own prayers. This will teach them to turn to God in both good times and in times of trouble. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

“Children Pray” Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Train Option:  Children line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone and speak their brief prayers of thanksgiving.

_____ Prayer Chair: Children stand in a circle around one child sitting on a chair in the middle. All children in the circle will lay a hand on the child sitting in the chair as they say a prayer together.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and taps children on the head to stand and speak their prayer.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire Prayer along with you.

Blessing:

May God, who is all around you,
(Beginning at the bottom of the circle, slowly 
pour his love upon you.
make a large circle with your hands. Finish by bringing your hands down and wiggling your fingers to resemble rain.)
And Jesus, his life a sacrifice,

(Slowly make a large sign of the cross. Then 
walk right there beside you.

move your hands out to the sides.)

And may God’s Holy Spirit,

(Cross hands over your heart.)
the one who lives inside you,

keep you strong,



(Move  to a “strong man” position. Then

comfort, lead and guide you!
cross your arms  with your hands on corresponding upper arms to communicate comfort. Bring one hand forward with “lead” and the other with “guide” to complete the blessing.)

Song of Sending: 

Choose one song and list it here.
TRADING CARDS

Before sending children home, give each child The Story for Preschool Trading Card for the lesson (unless they already received one in Sunday School). Say:

The front of this card will remind you that God Helped Samson…God Can Help Me.  You can use this card to tell your parents about what you learned today in Kids Church. 

Have them practice saying the Take Home Point as they look at their cards.
*GOD HELPED SAMSON - God can help me!

Closing Zones:

Purpose: Children go to an activity zone such as, the coloring zone, quiet reading zone, and children’s Christian music video zone, as they wait for their parents.



Supplies: 

Welcome Zone:

· video 
· blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons

Opening Worship:

· Judy puppet

· The Story for Little Ones
· video, One that focuses on listening to God
Action Zones:

Snack:

· Popcorn (popped and unpopped), raisins and grapes, water and ice cubes
· assorted healthy foods that might show strength and weakness.
Color:
· No Coloring Page for this Lesson
Play:

· dolls

Drama:

· dress-up clothes 

· full length mirrors

Messy:

· paper cups, 

· markers, 

· fast-germinting grass seed, 

· potting soil, 

· measuring cups or scoops

· plastic wrap, 

· rubber bands, 

· water  

· newspaper or table cloth.

Video:

· Any video that has the children focused on listening to God
Bible Reading Zone: 

· The Story for Little Ones
· Coloring page
· crayons
Puppet:

· Judy the puppet
Felt:

· Use felt board Bible characters to act out the story

Closing Worship:

· Judy, the puppet

Closing Zones:

· colored pencils

· paper

· basket of books
Date: 	___________________________


Series:	The Story


Lesson 8





A Strong Man





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





  ***CAUTION: Be aware of food allergies children may have, before you give them anything to eat.
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