HOW TO INSURE SAFETY AND SECURITY

1. Never under estimate its importance.

One of the number one concerns parents have as they trust you with their children is, “Will my child be safe?” This includes safety activities as well as security from any potential abuse. Neglect in this area might not only hurt a child, but also destroy the credibility of a children’s ministry and an entire church. Please, do not under estimate its importance!

2. Find a leader who can champion the cause.

Children’s ministry has so many tasks, that often, safety and security is overlooked. Therefore, find one person who can champion the cause and pay attention to the details of insuring the children’s safety.

3. Consider background checks of those who volunteer.

Background checks will help insure that child abuse does not happen within your ministry. It will also help you avoid any legal liability and financial risks. There are companies that are available to help you with this. See www.protectmyministry.com, or www.churchvolunteercentral.com from Group Publishing. Individual State Agencies make available background checks as well. See your state’s Human Health and Welfare department for more information.

4. Samples of Safety and Security procedures.
Samples of Safety and Security procedures are included in the Ministry Partner Handbook available from www.kidskountpublishing.com. Consider what your policies and procedures will be on these same topics. 

5. Make safety procedures readily available.

Ministry partners need to be familiar with procedures as published in their handbooks, or the information should be covered in their orientation packets. One handy way of letting everyone know standard procedures is to hang posters that display the procedures at every room’s entrance. 
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