HOW TO MAKE YOUR FACILITY WORK FOR LARGE GROUP MINISTRY

1. Think stage presentation. 
Be creative in arranging corners and sections of a room to look like a stage. This can be done with background fabric, special full-sized art figures, or backdrops

2. Don’t underestimate the value of quality sound. 

Quality sound equipment is always worth the money. This includes microphones and amplification boards for large group settings where there are more than twenty people. The microphone is a powerful tool in children’s ministry as it can be used to amplify even the softest child’s voice. 

3. Install focused lighting. 
If professional lighting is beyond your budget, consider clamp-on floodlights. Though lighting may be uncomfortable for the people on stage, it will help the audience focus where you want them looking. Portable lighting can be purchased through websites by searching “portable stage lighting” on Google. A less expensive option will be a DVD available from Kids Kount Publishing that will demonstrate how to build your own portable stage lighting. Check the website for DVD availability (www.kidskountpublishing.com).

4. Invest in video projection.

There are so many useful ministry tools in video format that every children’s ministry needs to have the ability to show them. In large group, a projector and a large screen are helpful.

5. Think elevation. 

Even a ten-inch riser used as a stage makes a significant difference in creating a stage look and for children to see easier. The best option is to not only have a raised stage but to have gradually elevated seating as well. You may even want to build your own portable mini-bleachers where kids can sit. A DVD will be available from Kids Kount Publishing on how to build portable mini-bleachers. Check the website for availability.
6. Be smart in scheduling large group time. 

One large group room can work for several different age groups if you structure your schedule around it. For example, if you create a kids’ worship and stage area, Ages 2 and 3 could use it the first 5-10 minutes, Ages 4, 5, K could use it for the next 15 minutes of Kingdom Quest. Grades 1-4 could use it for the following 20 minutes, and Ages 2 and 3 and Ages 4, 5, K could use it again for their wrap-up.

7. Avoid clutter. 

Children’s ministries quickly gather clutter, especially on stages. Be diligent about keeping clutter off stage, as any object is a potential distraction. Kids will readily notice the clutter instead of watching the main event. 
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