HOW TO DIVIDE AGE GROUPINGS

1. Be aware of sociological differences. 

It is obvious to see the developmental and educational differences between a four year old and seven year old, but the sociological differences are often overlooked. The recommended age groups for Kingdom Quest are done with a view as to how children see themselves grouped sociologically. 

Fifth and sixth graders are very sensitive about being grouped with younger children. They don’t like to consider themselves as small children or be associated with activities that are too “kiddie.” On the other hand, being pushed into seventh and eighth grade groupings can be intimidating and might rush them into the adolescent culture before they are ready.

Kindergarteners can be easily intimidated by third graders; but are sensitive about be considered babies, like three year olds. These sociological perspectives do not necessarily mean that wider age groups are never put together, but sensitivity of children’s perspectives are needed. 

Understand that children will be in large group together but then will go to small groups with children of the same age. When possible, children in small groups relate better when they are in the same grade or only a grade a part. 

2. Here are some group options.

Option one:

Age 2

Age 3

Age 4,5 plus 6 year olds in kindergarten

Grades 1-4

Grades 5 and 6

Option two:

Age 2 and 3 year olds

Age 4 through first grade

Grade 2 through grade 5

Grade 6 and 7

3. Don’t under estimate the importance of fifth and sixth grade. 

The typical age that kids dropout of children’s ministry is in the fifth grade. Oftentimes, they feel that they are too old or too “cool” for Sunday school and being with younger children. Likewise, sixth graders feel intimidated when placed with older middle school kids. If the fifth and sixth graders have an identity of their own, make it something special just for them. They may have their own name such as Quest 56. Give them their own space and room décor. Give them more challenging opportunities to serve in ministry and in social events. You will find that what used to be the dropout time has become the “step up” time of increased enrollment. 
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