UNDERSTANDING KIDS CHURCH PHILOSOPHY

1. The purpose of Kids Church. 

Kids Church’s purpose is to engage children in a word and worship experience that utilizes a multitude of learning methods and fully involves the children. It is different from traditional Sunday school and Kingdom Quest, as these are settings with the primary focus of education. Kids Church mainly focuses on worship.

2. Different applications. 
Kids Church is often used as a second children’s ministry option. When churches have need for two hours of children’s ministry, it is often very difficult to enlist volunteers to sustain two educational hours. Kids Church helps solve this dilemma in that it is not volunteer intensive and can easily incorporate a rotation of volunteers. As such, it also gives children two hours of ministry programs targeted to them. 

Another setting for Kids Church might be Wednesday night programs. Using this curriculum is an easy option that coordinates with the theme from the previous Sunday. 

This curriculum might also be used as a summer series on Sundays where children and their parents worship together in a family service or attend a family Bible class. 

3. “What about dividing the family for worship?” 

Concerns are raised with the concept of Kids Church because the family is not all together during worship. As each church navigates this question of philosophy, it might be helpful to point out the benefits of a Kids Church option. 

First, Kids Church emphasizes kids actively worshiping as opposed to kids sitting still in a worship service. It is almost certain that children will do more worship and receive more application for their personal discipleship in Kids Church than in a service designed for adults. Consider what a four-year-old is often told constitutes good behavior in church: “Sit there and be quiet.” Their experience is primarily passive. Though they might observe the congregation worshiping, typically they do very little worshiping themselves. For that matter, they seldom see what is happening from their height or hear and understand the vocabulary used. 

On the other hand, in a worship service with songs geared to their level and a message designed just for them that involves active participation, kids are more fully engaged. 

Second, kids in Kids Church can still be a part of a faith community. When children are with their parents in an adult worship service, even if they are not involved, they can feel a part of the community and the entire church family. If they attend their own Kids Church, do they lose that perception of being part of the whole? No, in many ways they will feel more connected because they feel more personally valued and noticed. They connect with significant adults who spiritually encourage them. They contribute in the 

worship experience by interceding in prayer and in sharing their testimonies of how God works in their lives. 

In summary, children feel connected to the faith community, even if it is not with their parents in the adult worship service. The children’s worship is every bit as valuable and significant as the adults.

4. Consider an option. 

It is a valid concern that families want to be together in a worship setting. This is more often the parents’ concern rather than the child’s. It is understandable. Many families today have little time together and appreciate their time together in a worship setting. For that matter, children can more fully participate in the singing portion of the worship. For this reason, a valuable option is to offer mid-service dismissal for children in the adult service. They can join children who began the hour in Kids Church. 

Implementation Handbook - 1
Copyright 2011 Kids Kount Publishing, Omaha, NE  68137, www.kidskountpublishing.com
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture verses are from GOD’S WORD®. Copyright 1995 by God’s Word to the Nations.

Permission to photocopy Implementation Handbook materials granted to purchaser only for local church use.

