
HOW TO ADJUST IF YOU ONLY HAVE CLASSROOOMS

1. Consider the worship center or sanctuary.

This space is often unused or only used by a few adults during the Sunday school hour. Consider using it for large group space for Ages 4, 5, K and Grades 1-4. It would be used throughout the hour. If there are fewer adults than children, it will be easier for adults to move to a smaller room so the children can use this space effectively for large group presentations. If you use the worship center or sanctuary, be prepared to plan on developing some movable children’s ministry backdrop sets that give the space a different atmosphere. A DVD demonstrating how to build backdrop sets will be available from Kids Kount Publishing. Check the website for availability (www.kidskountpublishing.com).

2. Use classrooms for large group.

Remember large group isn’t just a number—it is a presentation technique. You can turn a classroom into large group space by utilizing backdrops and staging area. After large group presentation, the room could be used for small group. Tables and chairs and movable dividers can create both of the needed spaces. It may be necessary to limit the size of a large group meeting in one room. For example instead of grouping Grades 1-4 together, you may have one classroom with Grades 1 and 2, another classroom with Grades 3 and 4. This would require two sets of presenters and puppeteers each presenting the same lesson at the same time in different classrooms.
3. Turn one classroom into a designated large group space. 

One classroom can be designated as a large group space with a few cosmetic changes. Provide a backdrop for the stage area. You may want to build risers or mini-bleachers for the children’s seating. A DVD available from Kids Kount Publishing will demonstrate the design, building and storage of such mini-bleachers. Check the website for availability.

4. Remove a wall between two classrooms.

Modification to a building, such as removing walls, requires the expertise of structural engineers. But many times, interior walls can be removed or repositioned quite easily.

5. Ask the adults to give their space.

If your children’s ministry is really cramped for space, compare the numbers of children to the numbers of adults. You may find the adults willing to give up large group space and relocate elsewhere. 

6. Consider fellowship areas for large group space.

One church converted the fellowship area in the entry of the building or foyer in front of the sanctuary for large group space. This works because the adults were already in the worship center for 15 minutes prior to the kids using the space and the children had returned to the small groups 15 minutes prior to adult worship dismissal. If any adult left the worship service, they were delighted by the excitement in the children and use of the space. The children’s ministry value was raised just by the subtle change of venue.

7. Think outside the box… literally.

Depending on the climate, you may find excellent large group space outside your building. Consider purchasing tent coverings and creating stage area outside. This can be a great draw and attraction for your ministry program to those passing by your church. If you use this option, be sure to consider adequate sound enhancers, stage backdrops and extra security.
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