UNDERSTANDING THE PHILOSOPHY OF MINISTRY IN KINGDOM QUEST

1. What is the overall objective of this system?

Kingdom Quest seeks to lead children into high impact discipleship. High impact discipleship lets children experience the love of Jesus in such a way that they love the Lord their God will all their heart, soul, mind and strength…and they love their neighbor as themselves. It emphasizes children learning personally how to share their faith and how to fully engage in the activities of a disciple. 

2. How does this method lead to high impact discipleship?
This curriculum accomplishes four goals. 

· Equipping for ministry.
This curriculum gives our children a solid foundation in the Bible. Children are not only receivers of ministry, but they should be equipped to do ministry. They should not be treated merely as passive receptors of information, but rather disciples equipped to take their faith into their weekly activities. Kids are ministers, too. They have spiritual gifts and talents to use in ministering to others. They have financial gifts and gifts of time to invest in the kingdom. They need to see themselves as followers of Jesus who penetrate their world as “salt and light.” God will use them to make a difference in the world!

· Centering on Jesus.

This curriculum points to Jesus in every lesson as the living Savior who gives the power of forgiveness and new life. Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit, is the One who transforms our lives into his likeness. This is the goal of our faith and the goal of this curriculum. “God wanted his people throughout the world to know the glorious riches of this mystery - which is Christ living in you, giving you the hope of glory. We spread the message about Christ as we entrust and teach everyone with all the wisdom there is. We want to present everyone as mature Christian people. I work hard and struggle to do this while his mighty power works in me.” (Colossians 1:27-29, GW)
· Learning with fun.
Kids learn best when having fun in a creative environment. Fun learning for them is active participation not passive observation. This method  makes learning an active process engaging multiple senses and learning styles. Using items from potatoes to squirt guns, from warm-up games to drama, kids encounter Gods’ word in a fun and creative manner. 

Variety and surprises capture the children’s imagination and keep them coming back for more. Maybe that is what God had in mind when he 

invited us to experience him with the words, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” (Psalms 34:8.)

· Building on relationships.
Jesus had close friends. He knew his disciples well, and he really cared for them. His message of the Gospel was life changing as he mentored and spent time with them. Discipleship growth best happens in close relationships, one with another. 

Today’s children’s ministry is much more than transmitting information. It is communicating love. Children today need significant relationships with adults who care for them. Because this curriculum uses small group settings with activities that build relationships, shepherds can really connect with the kids in their groups. Kids can bond with each other as well. “Dear friends, if this is the way God loved us, we must also love each other.” (1 John 4:11.)
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