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Take Home Point: *Trust God with your problems, both little and big.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: 1 Samuel 17
Key Verse: 1 Samuel 17:37, “David added, ‘The LORD, who saved me from the lion and the bear, will save me from this Philistine.’” (GW)
We will help kids know:
· The Bible event of David’s ability to slay Goliath because of the Lord’s power.

· Like David, we need to trust God for life’s little victories so we will be confident that he can give us the big victories.

· Life’s biggest victory is over sin, death, and the power of the devil through Jesus, his death, and his resurrection for us.

We will help kids feel:
· Confidence to trust God for both little and big victories.

· Excited to claim the personal victory of Jesus over sin, death, and the power of the devil.

We will help kids do:
· Use a little rubber band to illustrate knocking down the big problems of life with God’s help.

· Have victory over problems in life because the Holy Spirit is with us.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up

[image: image7.jpg])

loir A
/r‘u[ Mo

A G2

W\Y l"OUM

cleaing





	3


	The last time you were worried or scared, would you call it a big or a small problem? Kids shoot rubber bands at a picture of a lion. In today’s Bible event, David trusted God to help him defeat a lion and a bear. 
	· lion picture (see page 16) one per group

· rubber bands

	Large Group
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	Overview

Welcome- The Story Overview; 

Watch Ch. 10  Recap video

Play “Catch the Story”

Watch Ch. 11 Teen Video StoryScene, The Story

Interactive Bible Presentation: “David the Giant Slayer”


	· ladder
· Goliath costume and or armor fashioned from cardboard 

· slingshot made of two sections of three-foot rope tied to a pouch 

	Small Group Application
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	Kids discuss challenges they face. After these challenges are written on a poster board, kids shoot rubber bands against the poster board trying to knock it down. When we are confident Jesus is with us in our challenges, we can have confidence in him to give us his power in working through these problems.  


	· rubber bands

· poster board

· half sheets of paper

· markers or crayons


Small Group Warm-Up:  15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Today, we will talk about things in life that challenge us or make us afraid. They might be things like being afraid in a storm or being worried about getting a bad grade in school. Sometimes we might feel challenged when others are mean to us or a friend turns against us. Sometimes our challenges are big, like being worried about dying or having someone we love die. Some people might even feel God does not care about them or listen to them.  

Each of you will have a chance to answer a question as you shoot a rubber band at this picture of a lion. Later, I will tell you what the lion represents. It has to do with our Bible event about David.

Set up the picture of the lion (see page 16), folding back the two flaps on each side. When the flaps are folded back, the piece of paper should stand on its side. A rubber band can be shot at the paper by launching it from one’s index finger. Allow each child to shoot down the picture of the lion after he answers the following questions.
When was the last time you were worried or scared? Would you call it a big problem or a small problem? How did you handle it?

After all children have had a chance to shoot down the lion, explain the significance of this picture. 

In our Bible event today, David trusted God to help him defeat the lion and the bear with a slingshot.  We were shooting a rubber band at the lion picture to show that with God’s help, we can defeat our problems, too.   

David gained trust and confidence in God through the smaller victories against fierce animals. Later, he was confident that God would help him through the bigger challenge with the giant, Goliath. 

[image: image9.jpg]



Today we will learn to *trust God with your problems, both little and big.

Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
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 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

· The Story Overview;
· Watch Ch. 10  Recap video

· Play “Catch the Story”

· Watch Ch. 11 Teen Video StoryScene, The Story

· Interactive Bible Presentation: “David the Giant Slayer”

Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened?
Have kids refer to 1 Samuel 17 in their Bibles.

What were some of the things that made Goliath so scary? 
(1 Samuel 17:4-7. He was ten feet tall, and he had heavy bronze armor and weapons. His spear was huge!)
How did Saul and his army respond to the challenge? 
(1 Samuel 17:11. They were gripped with fear.)

Where did David come from when he arrived at the battle? 
(1 Samuel 17:20. He had come from home with food for his brothers.)
What experience did David have in fighting? 
(1 Samuel 17:34-37. He had defended his sheep from lions and bears.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
Why was David so brave? 
(1 Samuel 16:13 reminds us that David was filled with God’s Spirit. 1 Samuel 17:36 shows that David knew Goliath had defied the Living God. Verse 47 indicates his confidence in the Lord to win the battle.)

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Application Activity:

This learning activity is designed to help kids visualize the application point as they play the game. 

Fold both sides of the poster board to the middle and create two creases about seven inches from both edges, so the outside wings are bent in, and the poster board is freestanding. Face the poster board with the outside wings bent away from you. 

Have the kids discuss challenges they face. Write these in the middle section while discussing. Ask kids if these challenges or problems seem little or big. 

Following the discussion, let kids shoot rubber bands against the poster board. The poster board should not be knocked over because the wings keep it from falling.

In order to help the children identify some of the big challenges of their lives, read “The Big Problem with Buster.” You may choose to read this to help the kids identify areas in their lives that might be big problems. Once again, the teaching point is that as we trust God with little challenges, we can trust him with big challenges. In both cases, we need to know that Jesus, who gave his life for us, is there to help us. Even the biggest challenges of all from sin, death, or the power of the devil are defeated in Jesus.

 “The Big Problem with Buster”

Buster was a bully. Danny was not too worried about him because Buster always picked on weaker kids and Danny was big.  

Danny’s friend, Aaron, was not very big. Aaron was small and it seemed that Buster always loved to pick on him. At the playground, Buster would push Aaron down, he would break Aaron’s pencils in the classroom, and he would shove Aaron as he stood in line.

When Aaron and Danny were walking home from school, Aaron talked about his problem—Buster the Bully. “What do you do when you have problems?” Aaron asked Danny.

Danny thought for a moment. “I try to work out an answer. Sometimes I get advice from other people. Oh, yeah, I also pray that God would help me.”

“Does God answer your prayers?” asked Aaron.

“Sure he does…The small problems and the big ones! As a matter of fact, I’ll pray that you figure out how to deal with Buster.”

The next day at school, Aaron came up to Danny and asked him, “Did you?”

“Did I what?”

“Did you pray for me?”

“Oh sure,” said Danny. “I’m sure God will help you.”

“Good,” said Aaron as he ran off to the playground.

At the time, this did not seem like a big deal to Danny. He always prayed. He knew God could help in the small things and the big things.  

Soon a big thing happened. Buster came running across the playground and pushed Danny. “What’s the big idea?” said Buster. “Aaron said you’re praying about me. Well, let’s just see if your prayers can take care of this!” With that, he pushed Danny down. Danny was stunned as he got up and shook off the dust.

“What should I do?” he thought to himself. Quickly he prayed, “God, this seems to be a big problem. I need your help. Please take care of it.” With that he turned to Buster and said… 

At this point, have the kids finish the story. They can make up whatever ending they like. Help them find endings that emphasize the learning point that we can trust God for the little victories and the big victories. Now draw a cross on the reverse side of the poster board (the side with the wings folded in). Then say:
Jesus defeated sin, death, and the power of the devil when he died on the cross and rose again. Nothing is more powerful than God. We have Jesus’ resurrection power when we believe in him as our Lord and Savior.

When we are confident Jesus is with us in our challenges, we can have confidence in him to give us his power in working through these problems. This activity can show us what this is like.

Have the kids take their rubber bands and load them with a “paper missile.” Paper missiles are made by folding a half sheet of paper until it is finally a strip of thick paper approximately a half-inch wide and three inches long. When this strip of thick paper is folded in half, it can be placed in the rubber band held between the thumb and index finger. By pulling the rubber band back, the missile is launched against the poster board. The weight of the paper and its force should knock the poster board over. 

Talk about how these rubber bands are like David’s slingshot and stones.

In 1 Samuel 17:37 “David added, ‘The LORD, who saved me from the lion and the bear, will save me from this Philistine.’” God showed David victory over the smaller challenges, which gave David faith that God would bring him victory over the bigger challenges (like Goliath). Just like David trusted in God to bring him victory in his challenges both little and big, we can*trust God with our problems, both little and big.

Closing Prayer:

Closing prayer may include the kids praying for one another’s challenges or their own challenges.

 
Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

How did you do this past week?  How many of you read chapter 11 of “The Story” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about the…David, the Giant Slayer! 

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
Let’s take a look at what happened last week in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?
The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing only The Story Recap Session 10 (reviewing session 10). You will show the StoryScene for today’s session later.
“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball. Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question. If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     
 Questions to review last week: 

· Green:  
What was Samuel’s mother’s name?  (Hannah)
· Blue:  
How old was Samuel when his mom took him to the temple?


(Two or three years old)
· Purple: 
How many times did Samuel get up in the middle of the


night because he thought Eli had called him? (Three)
· Yellow:  
What did God tell Samuel about Eli’s sons?

(That they were evil and would not follow Eli as God’s prophets any longer.)
After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. 
Choose one boy and one girl. Say to the two representatives:
 Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! No pressure though…

Ask a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – What color are _______’s shoes this morning? (The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson …)

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  
Show The Story: Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play Story Scene for Chapter 11.
After the video say:
In today’s lesson, we will find out that David relied on the strength of the Lord. He had to defend his sheep so he became very good with his slingshot.  He learned that God would help him.  It would be kind of like practicing on a small problem before tackling a big problem like Goliath. We too, need to practice by learning to *trust God in the small problems we face…and big problems.  
David the Giant Slayer
Interactive Bible Presentation
The following narrative is not designed to be read. Rather, it is designed to help the large group presenter tell the story of David and Goliath while involving the audience with roles of participation. The key is to get the audience involved.  

The large group presenter needs to practice the cues that invite the audience to participate. He can be free to adapt the entire narrative to his own personal storytelling style.  

The Bible event is divided into four sections so that it might be easier to remember and tell. We recommend that the storyteller place this outline inside a Bible to communicate that this was a real event recorded in the Bible.
Presenter:
And now for today’s Bible event, “David, the Giant Slayer.” I need your help in telling this event, boys and girls. This is what I’d like you to do…

SECTION 1: The Setting
Divide the room of kids in half down the middle. One half of the kids are Philistines while the other kids are Israelites. Separate the kids to symbolize a valley between the two armies—the Philistines on one side and the Israelites on the other. Have the Philistines practice a war chant in unison with deep voices: “Thump, bump, Goliath! Thump, bump, Goliath!” Have the Israelites respond with screams of terror and sitting down to pretend to bite their nails.  
An additional visual aid might be having a large adult stand on a stepladder the height of Goliath. Armor could be fashioned from cardboard. 
Presenter:
The Philistines gather their armies to fight King Saul. They gathered on one mountain while the armies of Israel gathered on a mountain facing them. In between them was a valley.  

From the armies of the Philistines came a giant man. He was so tall that his head would have bumped against a basketball rim. He was almost ten feet tall. The giant was so big that his armor weighed 125 pounds. He had bronze shin guards, and on his back he had a bronze javelin. The wood for his spear was so thick that you could not get your hand around it. The tip of the spear was made with 15 pounds of iron. He was the champion of the Philistines.

As the giant walked down to the valley, you could hear the Philistines cheer. (Prompt the Philistines.)
Philistines: 
 “Thump, bump, Goliath! Thump, bump, Goliath!”  
Presenter:
From the valley, he shouted up to the Israelites, “Why should both of our whole armies go to battle? I am the champion of the Philistines. Send your champion and we will fight together. Whoever wins in the fight of the champions will be the winner of the whole battle. He will be served by the other army.”

When the Israelites saw the size of Goliath and how big his weapons were, they were terrified. They said, (Prompt the Israelites.)
Israelites:
“Eye-eee. . .” 

Presenter:
…while they sat down and bit their nails.

Day after day, Goliath made the challenge. He insulted Saul and all the armies of Israel. Worst of all, he insulted the God of Israel. He said the Philistine god was more powerful than the God of Israel. 

Goliath:
Hey, Saul. Yo momma ain’t nothin’. Yo daddy ain’t nothin’. Yo dawg ain’t nothin’. And yo God ain’t nothin’, you big sissy.
SECTION 2: Here Comes David
Presenter:
For 40 days, Goliath insulted the army of Israel. Then a young boy named David came from his father’s pastures where he was tending sheep. His job was to bring food for his three older brothers in the army.  

When David heard the insults of Goliath… 
Philistines: 
 “Thump, bump, Goliath! Thump, bump, Goliath!”  
Israeilites:
“Eye-eee. . .”
Presenter:
He said, “Wait a minute! Who is this obnoxious pagan Philistine that would dare mock the armies of the living God?”
When others heard this they said, “Oooohhh.” (Prompt all the kids.)
All Kids:
Oooohhh.


David’s brothers told him to go home and mind his sheep. Instead, David went to Saul and said he would fight Goliath. (Prompt all the kids.)

All Kids:
Aaaaahhh.
Presenter:
Saul asked him, “How can you? You are just a boy.” David replied, “First of all, I know the Lord will save me. You see, when I am a shepherd tending my flock, sometimes a lion or bear will come.” 

All Kids:
Oooohhh. 

Presenter:
When that happens the Lord gives me strength to take my sling and fire a rock to kill the lion or bear. 

All Kids:
Aaaaahhh. 

Presenter:
I trust the Lord when challenged by a lion or bear. Certainly, I can trust the Lord to defend me against Goliath. 

All Kids:
Oooohhh. 

Presenter:
Furthermore, Goliath has insulted the Lord Most High. The Lord will bring his judgment.” 

All Kids:
Aaaaahhh. 
SECTION 3: Saul’s Suggestion
Presenter:
When Saul heard this, he said to David, “Go ahead and may the Lord be with you, but what you are wearing won’t do. You need my armor.”

So, Saul had his armor brought and put on David, but it did not fit at all. The armor also did not fit God’s plan. You see, Saul thought the solution to the problem would be to fight according to human strength and use swords and spears. David saw that he would fight in the strength of the Lord. He would use the weapons of a shepherd. Instead of Saul’s armor, David took what he used as a shepherd—his staff and sling with five stones. By the way, the sizes of the stones were about the size of a baseball, and David was a deadeye shot. (For special effect, show a slingshot made of two sections of three-foot rope tied to a pouch. One end of the rope is tied to a wrist and the other is held in the same hand. It is swung overhead then released.)

SECTION 4: The Battle
Presenter:
The champion of the Philistines came forward. Let’s have the armies chant while Goliath comes forth. 

Philistines: 
 “Thump, bump, Goliath! Thump, bump, Goliath!”  
Israelites:
“Eye-eee. . .” 

Presenter::
From the Israelites, came the shepherd boy, David. Goliath was surprised when he saw David without a weapon. Were the Israelites making fun of him by sending a boy? 

Goliath:
Am I like a dog that you come to fight me with a stick? I will tear you to pieces and give your body to the birds.  

Presenter:
David did not turn back. Instead he called out, “You come to me with a sword, spear, and shield. But I come to you in the name of the true God, Yahweh. He is God of all the armies of heaven and you have defied him. Today the Lord will deliver you into my hand. Then everyone will know there is a Lord God in Israel. Everyone who watches will know that the Lord can save without the sword or the spear because he determines the outcome of the battle. He will hand all of you over to us.”

With that, Goliath moved closer in order to attack. David ran quickly toward him. With a rock in his sling, he spun his sling and let the rock fly. On the first shot, the rock hit Goliath right between the eyes. Goliath was dead before he hit the ground.  

Then David took the sword of Goliath, cut off Goliath’s head…

All Kids:
Oooohhh. 

Presenter:
…and held it high. 

All Kids:
Aaaaahhh. 

Presenter:
With that all the Philistines knew that God was against them. They said, “Eye-eee,” turned, and ran. The Israelites chased after them and drove them out of the land.

David knew God would help him in the little things. So when he faced a big battle, he knew he could trust God even more. It says in 1 Samuel 17:37, “David added, ‘The LORD, who saved me from the lion and the bear, will save me from this Philistine.’”

We can always count on God for the little victories and for the big ones. The biggest victory Jesus won was over the power of sin, death, and the devil. 
Jesus took care of the power of sin, death and the devil when he died on the cross for us. Of course he did. We can always trust God for that. If God took care of that by giving us Jesus, how much more will he also help us with the little challenges we face. That’s what we will talk about in our small groups—how we can *trust God with our problems, both little and big.
Closing prayer:
Dear God, thank you that we can trust you for the little victories and the big victories. Help us understand that all of our challenges and problems that we face can come tumbling down just like big ol’ Goliath came tumbling down. Most of all, thank you for Jesus, who gives us a victory that will last forever. He made it possible for us to be in heaven with you forever. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Date:	_________________________


Series:	The Story


	Lesson 11





David, The Giant Slayer





Going Deeper (for older children):  


Have children look up 1 Peter 5:8. Talk about how Satan is described as a prowling lion and God can help us defeat this enemy, too.








Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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