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Take Home Point: *God wants to set you free. 
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: The Story Lesson 29; Acts 16:16-36 

Key Verse: John 8:36 – So if the Son sets you free, you will be absolutely free. (GW)
We will help kids know:
· Sometimes we become slaves to our own selfishness.

· Jesus’ forgiveness and presence in our lives gives us power over selfishness.

· God works good in bad situations for those who love him.

We will help kids feel:
· Caution because sin can be a trap.

· Happy because God gives power over selfishness. 

We will help kids do: 
· Make paper chains that help identify areas of selfishness.

· Talk about how the chains of sin can be broken with Jesus in their life.

· Pray and ask Jesus for help to break the chains that keep them from freedom.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	Children play with a finger trap to demonstrate how one can be trapped by selfishness.
	· a Chinese finger trap for each group
· Two pictures, monkey trapped holding a banana and person trapped holding onto money

	Large Group

[image: image1.jpg]




	3

6

9

9

10


	Overview

Video: The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play current Story Scene.
Video: Visual Bible: Acts 16:16-36
Teaching Point— Mr./Mrs Selfish gets tied up and trapped by sin.

	· The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play current Story Scene:  
· video, Visual Bible:Acts, cued to Chapter 16:16-36. Published by Visual Bible International 1997—order from http://christiancinema.com 
· Two extra volunteers need to be recruited in advance to play the parts of Satan and Jesus Wide tape

· Black markers

· Or black balloons tied to paper chains

· Scissors

· Large Cross

· Jesus costume
· Dark robe or clothes 


	Small Group Application
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	Children make paper chains and break them to show Jesus’ power to set us free from sin.
	· scissors

· strips of construction paper (1” x 11”) for each child and shepherd

· roll tape
· gluesticks
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Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Supplies: a Chinese finger trap 
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Have kids take turns with the finger trap. 

See if you can get out of the finger trap without pulling your fingers out of their sockets (teasingly) or tearing the trap. 

Once children have taken a turn, ask them:

How did you feel when you were stuck in the finger trap? (Frustrated, scared, sad.)

Can you think of a time when you did something bad and you had to keep it a secret so you wouldn’t get caught? I remember a time when… 
Give a personal example of a time you had been caught in a sin.

Show kids the illustration below and ask:

What is common about these two sketches?


Can either the monkey or the person here in these pictures do anything else with their hands?  Why not? Can they serve someone else or God with their hands or feet?  Are they trapped and what has trapped them?  (Their love of created things has trapped them.)  
What are some other things that trap us?
Sometimes we might get trapped in our own selfishness or sin. When we do, however, God can free us. Today we will learn that *God wants to set you free. 

Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Video: The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play current Story Scene.

Video: Visual Bible: Acts 16:16-36
Teaching Point— Mr./Mrs Selfish gets tied up and trapped by sin.
Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened? & 

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
Read Acts 16:25-33.

What were Paul and Silas doing when the doors opened and the chains fell off? (Singing and praying.) Why do you think they were singing if they were thrown in jail? (Accept any answer.)
What did the jailer plan to do when the prisoners escaped? (Kill himself.) Why? (Background info: As a Roman soldier, he and his whole family would be killed because of his failure.)

Why do you think Paul and Silas did not run away even though they were free? (Accept any answer.)
What did the jailer do as a result of Paul and Silas helping him? (He believed in Jesus and he and his family were baptized.)

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Application Activity:
Supplies: 1x 11 inch construction paper strips and scissors, tape, gluesticks
Think about some things you have done wrong that caused you to feel trapped in your selfishness or sin. When we keep doing the same bad or selfish things over and over, we become trapped in our own sin. It is like a prison of selfishness. 

We are going to make some paper chains to remind us of the sins that keep us imprisoned. As we do, let’s talk about some of the things that keep us in our own selfish prison. 

Give each child several strips of colored construction paper. Using gluesticks, have each one make a paper chain with the strips (Making circles with the strips and interconnecting them.) while they talk about certain sins that trap them.

While kids are making chains, make a “cross scissors.” To do this, tape two strips of construction paper into the shape of a cross and then tape it onto the side of a pair of scissors so that the scissors still function and can cut.

Once the kids have had a chance to make the chains, ask:

How do we break these chains? 

Have kids refer to John 8:36 in their Bibles and have someone read it aloud. Then say:

*God wants to set you free. He has given you Jesus. All we need to do is say, “Jesus, break this chain of sin. I trust you as my Savior.” Let’s say it together, “Jesus, break this chain of sin. I trust you as my Savior.”
Have two kids hold each end of another child’s chain while the child proceeds to cut his own paper chain with the “cross” scissors.

As the child cuts his chain, have him repeat the phrase:

“Jesus, break this chain of sin. I trust you as my Savior.”

After Jesus helps us break our chains, he wants us to stay that way. John 8:36, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be absolutely free.”
Give each child this week’s trading card. Say:

The picture of Paul on the front of this card reminds us that just as Paul was freed from prison, *God wants to set you free. If you were going to use this card to tell your parents or a friend what you learned today, what would you tell them?

Help the students come up with what they might say.

Closing Prayer:

Let’s pray and ask God to help us stay free from selfishness and sins. 

Give each child a chance to pray, then close with the following:

Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to die for our sins and for giving us the power to be free. We are sorry for the times we choose to do wrong. We love you and trust you to help us in the times we want to be selfish. Please forgive us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes
INTRODUCTION:

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

As students enter the large group area, divide them by gender.

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read “The Story” (hold up book)  at home?  

Today we will learn about Jesus rising from the dead.

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?

The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing ONLY The Story Recap Session 28.  (You will show the Story Scene for today’s session later…)

“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball.  Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question.  If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     
 “Catch the Story" Game:—Marshmallow Version (optional)
And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Invite a boy and a girl on stage as a shooter.  Boys and girls teams take turns answering questions.  The person who catches the marshmallow launched by their shooter is the one who attempts the answer.  If they miss it, the other team gets to shoot a marshmallow and catch it for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

Questions to review last week: 
· First question: 
On the day of Pentecost, Jesus’ followers were all together. What suddenly happened that was out of the ordinary? (There was a sound like a blowing wind and there were tongues that looked like fire that came to rest on each believer. )
· Second question: 
What impossible thing happened when the tongues of fire came to rest on each disciple? (They began to speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak.)

· Third question: 
Were the disciples bold and brave before this happened? (No.) What changed? (The Holy Spirit filled them up and they became bold witnesses for Jesus.)
· Fourth question:
The Bible doesn’t say, but what do you think (fill in with a question that is impossible to know, but interesting to think about such as “…what do you think was the color of the snake that tempted Eve?)

After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. Choose one boy and one girl.

Say to the two representatives: Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! (No pressure though…)

(fill in with a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – what color are _______’s shoes this morning? The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson …)

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  
Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play current Story Scene lesson 29  

Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Mr./Mrs. Selfish Gets Freed
Props: Presenter may want to wear a long sleeved shirt if wide tape is used. Two extra volunteers need to be recruited in advance to play the parts of Satan and Jesus.
· The Visual Bible video: Acts 16:16-36

· Wide tape

· Black markers

· Or black balloons tied to paper chains

· Scissors

· Large Cross

· Jesus costume

· Dark robe or clothes
Mr./Mrs. Selfish:
Hello.  My name is Selfish and I expect all of you to care about me and what I desire more than anything else because quite frankly, I love myself.  I could love you if I didn’t love me so much, but of course that would not happen because I love me.  Well, today’s story is about a guy who started out a little selfish like me.  His name at the time was Saul of Tarsus and he was an important man in the Jewish Religion.  He had been trained by the best Jewish scholars and was leading a movement with full support of the Jewish leaders to wipe out the early followers of Jesus of Nazareth.  The more followers of Jesus he captured or killed, the more important and famous he became.  
Mr./Mrs. Selfish: Like many today, Saul believed Jesus to be no more than a teacher, who had in fact lived, but had died on the cross and was buried somewhere after his disciples had stolen his body.  Well that all changed when he met Jesus. 
Mr./Mrs. Selfish: The book of Acts records that Paul was on his way from Jerusalem for Damascus to arrest followers of Jesus, with the intention of returning them to Jerusalem as prisoners for questioning and possible execution. The journey was interrupted when Paul saw a blinding light, and communicated directly with a Jesus.

Mr./Mrs. Selfish: Paul’s life changed drastically after he met Jesus. Now he gave everything for the mission of telling others about Jesus, the Savior. He was arrested, beaten, shipwrecked and eventually killed for his passion to serve God. Here is a movie from an experience Paul had as recorded in Acts 16.

Show the video clip from Acts 16:16-40.

Mr./Mrs. Selfish: So, here’s my question to you?  Do you think Jesus can free me from my sin and selfishness like he freed Paul and Silas from prison or like he freed the jailer?
Mr./Mrs. Selfish: Let me tell you about my problems.
Option 1: As Mr.Mrs. Selfish describes their sins a darkly clothed person adds wraps of tape with the words Pride, Lust, Greed, Envy, Laziness, Wrath and Gluttony written on the tape until Mr./Mrs Selfish is all tied up.
OR

Option 2: As Mr.Mrs. Selfish describes his/her sins a darkly clothed person attaches black balloons with the words Pride, Lust, Greed, Envy, Laziness, Wrath and Gluttony to Mr./Mrs. Selfish while making them appear as ball and chains.
Mr./Mrs. Selfish:  I really think I’m more important than other people (Pride).  I really want many things that are not good for me (Lust).  I really want more and more and more of things that I have plenty of already (Greed).  In fact, many times I want to have what someone else has (Envy).  Or perhaps I want to sit down and do nothing and when I know God wants me to serve him (laziness).  Sometimes I get really angry at people just because I’m having a bad day and I just feel like being angry (Wrath) or sometimes I feel like eating or driving my bike faster and faster until I feel better (Gluttony).
Mr./Mrs. Selfish: So as you can see, I’m trapped in my own selfishness.  Jesus, please help me.

Jesus enters and cuts the tape (or pops the balloons).  He pulls the tape off of Mr./Mrs. Selfish and sticks the wadded up pieces of tape to the cross (or places the pieces of balloon at the feet of the cross).  
Jesus:  Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:34-36 
Jesus leaves.

Mr./Mrs. Selfish:  Wow! I feel such a sense of freedom…like relief….gloom and heaviness lifted off of me. I believe! I know this to be true for certain. “If the Son sets you free, you WILL be absolutely free.” Will you pray with me?
Dear God, we don’t want to be slaves to our own sin or selfishness. We don’t want to be in jail in our own hearts. So, help us when sin traps us. Help us turn to you and trust Jesus for our forgiveness. Thank you that you want so much to set us free, that you sent your Son Jesus to pay for all the brokenness and sin in this world. Thank you for setting us free and forgiving us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Paul’s Mission





Date:	_________________


Series:	The Story 


	Lesson 29








Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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