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Take Home Point: *The smart way is God’s way.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: 1 Kings 3:4-28

Solomon asked for wisdom in guiding his people. God granted him wisdom and much more. Solomon wrote Proverbs, which has as its theme, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”
Memory Verse: Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” (GW)
We will help kids know:  
· The Bible event of Solomon asking and receiving wisdom in ruling his people.  

· The world teaches multiple truths, each person making his own. God teaches his way is the only truth.
· Jesus followed God’s way by giving his life for us on the cross.

We will help kids feel:

· Delight in learning the wisdom of following God’s way.

· Commitment to think first of what would be God’s way.

We will help kids do:
· Identify what they would wish for if they could have anything.

· Discuss applications of God’s wisdom to everyday situations.

· Leave their golden rock of wisdom under a pillow to remind them of God’s wisdom.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	As a discussion starter, kids squeeze a golden rock and share what they would wish for if they could have anything they wanted. 
	· small rock that has been spray painted gold for each group

	Large Group
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7

10

11
	Overview

Puppet Presentation with Carnival Game: “Gordy Gets Smart”

Drama: “Solomon’s Wise Judgment”

Puppet Conclusion: “Gordy Gets Smart” 


	· Gordy wearing a graduation cap or something that makes him appear smart

· four plastic apples painted gold

· four signs to be taped to the backside of the apples:

· The fear

· of the LORD

· is the beginning

· of knowledge

· Nerf gun

· costumes for King Solomon, two women, and a court attendant

· baby doll

· sword

	Small Group Application
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	Kids answer discussion questions designed to contrast falsehood with God’s truth. The falsehood is implied in the question, and the kids make their own application of wisdom. “What would God want you to do in this situation?” 
	· small golden rock for each child wrapped with a discussion question from page 13
· Golden Delicious apple slices and caramel dip
· napkins


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Show kids a small rock that has been spray-painted gold and introduce it as a golden rock. Then ask the following questions to elicit conversation. Both of these questions will provide insight into kids’ lives, as well as help the group learn to listen better to one another.

If you could squeeze this rock, wish for anything, and know your wish would come true, what would you wish for? 

How long do you think what you wished for will make you happy?  

Pass the golden rock to the first person ready to respond to the question. The speaker would then pass the rock to the next person who wants to answer.  

Refer to the golden rock again.  

How many think this is real gold? Our golden rock is false gold. Sometimes there is false gold in thinking that if we just had more things, we would be happier. Sometimes that is the most common lie Satan uses to trick people. Thinking we need more things does not make us happier.

In today’s Bible event, we will meet Solomon, David’s son, who became king after David. God appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked him, “What do you want? You can have anything.” I wonder what Solomon asked for. 
Today we will learn *the smart way is God’s way.

Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Puppet Presentation with Carnival Game: “Gordy Gets Smart”–Gordy wants to appear extra smart. The presenter teaches him that wisdom is found in God’s truth. In the carnival game, contestants use a Nerf gun to knock over four golden apples.

Drama: “Solomon’s Wise Judgment” –The Bible event found in 1 Kings 3:16-28 is acted out.

Puppet Conclusion: “Gordy Gets Smart”– Jesus will show us what to do when we trust in him.

Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened?

Have kids refer to 1 Kings 3:4-28 in their Bibles for the following questions.

For what did King Solomon ask? (1 Kings 3:9, 12. A wise and understanding heart.)

Since God was pleased with his request, what else did he give Solomon? (1 Kings 3:13. Riches and honor.)  

If Solomon followed and obeyed God, what else would he also receive? (1 Kings 3:14. A long life.)

How did Solomon show his wisdom in judging the two women who were fighting about whose baby was alive? (1 Kings 3:16-27. He said to divide the live baby in two, knowing that the real mother would rather see the other woman have him than for him to be killed.)

What did all of Israel think about King Solomon after he made this decision? (1 Kings 3:28. “They respected the king very highly, because they saw he possessed wisdom from God to do what was right.”)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
What does Solomon’s request for wisdom rather than riches and fame tell about his heart? 

What can we learn about God when we see that he not only honored Solomon’s request but also gave him more? (God blesses those who seek to do his will.)
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

The smartest thing we could ever do is follow God. The only way we can follow him is to trust in Jesus as our Savior. This is a gift he gives us so we can be friends with God. Because of Jesus, we can fear (respect) God and know it is the beginning of wisdom. 

Application Activity:

During the following discussion, a great snack to serve would be Golden Delicious apples cut into wedges. Have a bowl of caramel available for dipping the apples. Also have plenty of napkins available.

Tell the kids that the snack reminds us of Solomon’s wisdom. Golden apples are like words spoken at the right time. The kids will have a chance to speak their words of wisdom during the discussion time.  

Give each child a rock wrapped with a discussion question. The discussion question wrapped around a gold rock symbolizes God’s wisdom is true riches more precious than gold. 

The questions are designed to contrast a falsehood with God’s truth. The falsehood will be implied in the question, and the child will make his own application of wisdom. The shepherd can coach the response by using a phrase like:

 “What do you think God would want you to do in this situation? Respecting what God wants is the beginning of wisdom.”

Have the children hold their rocks as they discuss their responses. After class, challenge the children to take their rocks home and place them under their pillows for a week.  

Proverbs 2:6 says, “The Lord gives wisdom. From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.”
Let this rock remind you that you can pray for wisdom and learn, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,” (Proverbs 1:7) for making all of your decisions. *The smart way is God’s way.

Give each child this week’s trading card. Say:

The picture on the front of this card reminds us that the smart way is God’s way! If you were going to use this card to tell your parents or a friend what you learned today, what would you tell them?

Help the students come up with what they might say. 

Closing Prayer:

Have the children hang onto their rock of wisdom while they pray for specific requests for which they need God’s knowledge. Encourage the children to ask themselves what wisdom they need to make smart choices.



Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes

INTRODUCTION:

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  
What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book)  at home?  

Today we will learn about how God made Solomon a wise leader.
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:  
Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Go to the puppet presentation.
Gordy Gets Smart
Puppet Presentation
Gordy appears wearing a graduation cap or some type of prop that makes him appear smart. The carnival event is shooting Nerf arrows (or some other projectile) at four plastic gold-painted apples. On the back side of the apples should be taped various phrases from today’s Bible verses:

1. The fear

2. of the LORD

3. is the beginning

4. of knowledge.
By shooting all apples, the contestant will be able to assemble them in the correct order and read the Bible verse of the day.

Presenter:
Hi, boys and girls. Welcome to Kingdom Quest Carnival. I’m Mr. ______ (name of presenter) and this is Gordy.  
Gordy: 
(Appears wearing a graduation cap.) Excuse me, but I’m Professor Gordy.

Presenter:
Oh, excuse me. What’s up with the special smart person’s hat?
Gordy:
Well, I’m a smart guy and want to get smarter.

Presenter:
You’re a smart guy, huh?
Gordy:
Sure! I’m so smart they call me wise.

Presenter:
They do?
Gordy:
Sure. I’m a smart guy and a wise guy! Hee, hee.

Presenter:
I believe it! Maybe you can show me an example of being smart as we play today’s carnival game. As you know, our carnival game often helps us learn an important truth. In today’s carnival game, someone will shoot these four golden apples with this Nerf gun. What do you think these four golden apples represent?
Gordy:
Four apples, hey? Apples remind me of getting in good with the teacher. Smart guys use apples to do that. Since there are four apples and I know we are talking about God, how about this? There are at least four different ways we can get to God.

Presenter:
What do you mean, Gordy?
Gordy:
There are so many different religions like Hindu, Islam, and whatever you want to believe. So there must be many different ways to get to God.

Presenter:
How do you know which one is true?
Gordy:
There’s not just one that’s true. All of them are true. You have to decide which one is best for you.

Presenter:
Boys and girls, Gordy thinks there are many truths about how we get to God. Each person is supposed to make up his own way. If you think he is right, raise your hand. (Pauses for response.) Uh-oh, Gordy. I think most don’t agree with you.
Gordy:
That’s okay. Everybody has to decide for himself what is his own truth.

Presenter:
Gordy, I don’t think God agrees with you.
Gordy:
What?!

Presenter:
Even though many people today believe that each person can make his own truth of how we get together with God, God says that there is only one way.  

Gordy:
What’s that?

Presenter:
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to God but through me.”

Gordy:
Only him?

Presenter:
Only him.  
Gordy:
Not many different religions?

Presenter:
Just Jesus. Through his death on the cross and coming to life again, we are saved when we trust in him.
Gordy:
What about those golden apples?

Presenter:
These golden apples remind us of King Solomon who was one of the smartest guys ever. He wrote the book of Proverbs. In Proverbs he talked about wisdom, or smart things. Proverbs 2:6 says, “The LORD gives wisdom. From his mouth come knowledge and understanding.”

Gordy:
What did he say about apples?

Presenter:
He said in Proverbs 25:11, “Like golden apples in silver settings, so is a word spoken at the right time.”
Gordy:
Saying the right thing at the right time is like a golden apple?

Presenter:
Yes, saying the right thing at the right time is pretty valuable.  


Why don’t we bring some contestants up and see who can knock over the golden apples to uncover the Bible verse of the day.

The contestants each take a shot at the apples with the Nerf gun. If they knock down the apples, they can take a look at the message on the backside of the apples. Then, they try to reconstruct the Bible verse: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” (Proverbs 1:7)  While the kids are shooting, Mr. King will tell the Bible event of how Solomon got his wisdom as recorded in 1 Kings 3:4-15. 
(It might seem that the carnival game will distract from telling of the Bible event, but the two can actually tie in together and this saves time. Gordy can ad-lib with Mr. King during the story if he so chooses.)

Presenter:
Boys and girls, last week we talked about King David. After King David ruled 40 years, his son Solomon came to the throne. It says here in 1 Kings 3:5 that God came to him in a dream and said, “What can I give you? Ask for whatever you want.”  


If God asked you that question, would you ask for golden apples like these worth millions of dollars? Would you ask to be a famous sports hero or president of a country?  


This is what Solomon asked God for: a “hearing” heart. In other words, he asked for wisdom. He wanted to listen to the people he was to rule and tell the difference between good and evil.


That was the real golden apple in God’s eyes…wisdom, not money, or riches. So God answered him, “Since you have not asked for money, or power, or success, and instead wisdom to govern my people, I will give you what you haven’t asked for: riches and honor. And that’s what God did. Solomon became a very rich and powerful king. But most of all he was known for his wisdom in ruling the people.  

Now let’s see what the back of the apples say. It’s a verse from Proverbs that Solomon wrote: Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” 
Go to the drama and finish with the puppet conclusion.

Solomon’s Wise Judgment

Drama
Cast:
King Solomon

Woman 1

Woman 2

Court Attendant(s)

Narrator

King and attendants enter and take their places.

Narrator:
Once when King Solomon was sitting upon his throne judging cases for the people, two women came and stood before him.
Women enter and stand before the king. Woman 2 is carrying a baby.

King:
What seems to be the problem?

Narrator:
These two women lived in the same house and each of them had a baby son. One sad night, one of the baby boys died. The mother took her dead son and switched him for the other woman’s live baby. Now each woman said the live baby was hers. King Solomon had to decide who was telling the truth.
Woman 1:
He’s my son.

Woman 2: 
No, he’s my baby.

King Solomon looks thoughtful.

Narrator:
The king thought and thought, then he finally said…
King:
Bring me a sword.

An attendant brings a sword.

Narrator:
The king told his attendant to cut the child in two pieces and give each mother half of him.

Attendant places baby on a table and raises sword.

Woman 1: 
(Screams.) Let her have him! Please don’t kill him!

Attendant lowers sword and looks confused.

Woman 2:
Oh, come on. We’ll both have half a baby.

Attendant, looking confused, raises sword again.

King:
Wait! Give the baby to the first woman. She is his mother.

Narrator:
In his wisdom, King Solomon knew the boy’s real mother would rather give her son to the other woman than let him be killed.
Narrator moves to center stage to address audience.

Narrator:
When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they respected the king. They saw he had wisdom from God to administer justice.
Gordy Gets Smart
Puppet Conclusion
Gordy:
Wow, Mr. King. Solomon really was smart to figure out how to get the baby back to the real mom.

Presenter:
Right, Gordy. But remember *the smart way is God’s way.
Gordy:
Is that what it means to be wise…to do things God’s way?

Presenter:
Yes. And wisdom comes from God. He will show you what to do when you trust him.
Gordy:
What do you think he wants me to do?

Presenter:
He wants you to trust him.
Gordy:
You mean, like, trust Jesus as my Savior?

Presenter:
Exactly. And then trust Jesus to lead you every day. Pray to him and ask him to help you make wise choices.
Gordy:
I can do that! Then I’ll be a real wise guy!

Presenter:
Okay, Mr. Wise Guy. Why don’t you close us in prayer?

Gordy:
Dear heavenly Father, you are so good to us. Thank you. Thanks for the wisdom you give us, even if we aren’t as wise as Solomon. But maybe you could help us be wise and trust Jesus as our Savior and also let him lead us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Discussion Questions
Wrapped Around Golden Rocks

	Your friend asks you if she can copy your homework. She says that no one will ever know. What do you do or say?
	While over at a friend’s house, you find some very bad pictures on the Internet. Your friend suggests that you look at some more. What do you say?

	Your friend says, “God doesn’t care about anyone. Give me one example of how he cares.” What do you say?
	One of your friends says she will only be your friend if you gang up with her against someone she doesn’t like. You have to call this other person a loser. What do you say?

	Your friend says that if he could just get one more special toy, like a ________, then he would be happy and wouldn’t want anything else. What would you say?
	You hear at school that science proves God did not make people. Instead, you hear people came from monkeys. What do you say?

	Your friend says, “Everybody goes to heaven just by being good.” What do you say?
	Some people say there are many ways to get right with God and that all religions are the same. What do you say?
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