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Bible Basis: Numbers 13:1–3, 17–33; 14:1–11, 22, 34–38
Memory Verse: Joshua and Caleb said, “If the Lord is pleased with us, he’ll lead us into that land. He’ll give it to us.” - Numbers 14:8 NIV
Take Home Point: Joshua and Caleb trusted God. I can trust God no matter what.
Resource: The Story for Children, Chapter 6: “Wandering”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Children need to trust in God in all walks of life.  When situations go bad children can trust in God to always love them. No matter what may happen in a child’s life God will always be there
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Caleb and Joshua trusted in God to deliver them into the Promised Land.  God promised us to send a savior we could trust in.  Jesus died on the cross for our sins so that we could trust him and dwell in his presence.
Jesus in us: Jesus works in our daily life if we put our trust in him.  Jesus poured out his love on the cross that we might receive the Holy Spirit and trust in his majesty.
Jesus through us: Jesus wants to work with us even through the tough times.  Jesus wants to be the shining light through us to witness to other.

Stamp of Excellence:  

Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation:  

Let kids bring the worship symbols forward such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

 Attention Grabber:  
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies: 

· Ticket

· Moldy Banana

. Begin by introducing “The Story” series…
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  
What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about the story of two men Caleb and Joshua and how they trusted in God even when everyone else didn’t.   Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  
Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:  

Ask a Volunteer up to the front 

I have here a special ticket to the largest bestest amusement park in the world.  This isn’t any ordinary ticket.  This ticket has a lifetime pass to the best amusement park in the world. The amusement park has the tastiest cotton candy and the biggest prizes.  The amusement park has everything that you have ever wished for.  There is only one thing you have to do for me to receive this ticket to the coolest amusement park.  I want you to eat this moldy banana.
Ask the Volunteer if he/she still wants the ticket. If the child says no ask why not?

Sometimes is hard to know if people are telling the truth.  Though people will disappoint us we can trust God. Even when we are lead into spooky places we can trust that God will provide a way out.  In our bible story today Joshua and Caleb had to trust in God that he would deliver the Israelites into the Promised Land.  Though the land was full of giant cities and giant people Joshua and Caleb trusted in God to win the Promise Land.  Let’s stand up and worship God to show how we trust him.
Songs of Worship:  

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

Choose your own music
The Power of the Cross:  

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 

We have been talking about Joshua and Caleb, two men who trusted in God.  They trusted in God to lead them into the Promise Land, but did you know that Joshua and Caleb weren’t the only two men that spied out the Promised Land.  Ten other men also traveled with Joshua and Caleb.  They loved all of the fruit and food of the land, but were scared of the people who lived there.  When Moses spoke to all twelve men, those ten men tried to convince Moses that God couldn’t not deliver them from the giants who lived in the Promised Land.

How many of you would be scared of giants or something else that’s big and scary?
Take answers from the audience

Do you think Jesus was scared of anything?  
In Matthew 8:24 “Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat.  But Jesus was sleeping.”  Then do you know what Jesus did.  He woke up and calmed the storm.  
Is it bad that we get scared, not at all!  Because sin is in the world, scary things exist.  Do we have to worry about those scary things ruining our day?  No because we have Jesus who is bigger and stronger and tougher than all of the bad monsters in this world.  Lets trust in God NO MATTER what scary things come our way.  Join me in pray.
Song of Response:  
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Choose your own music
Offering:  
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.



Learning Game:  
Three legged – Blindfolded Race
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.  If it is a nice day you may play this game outside
· Blindfolds

· Rope

· Obstacles (If played inside)

· Balls

Divide the children in groups of two.
1st Round - The first round can be a normal three legged race.  (You may place random obstacles in front of the kids to make it more of a challenge.)

2nd Round – One child in each group is blindfolded.  (You may place random obstacles in front of the kids to make it more of a challenge.)

After the game, ask the children who were blindfolded how they felt.
The world can be like a blindfolded three legged race.  Sometimes we might not know where we are going or what were doing, but if we trust in God he will lead us down the right road.  God is our guide, leading us in the right direction.

Bible Presentation: 

Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Option #1
Say, during the story, we’re going to be spies in the Promised Land. Good spies learn their code words. Assign children to four separate groups and explain that each group will have a code word.  
· Group 1: Crouching. 
· Group 2: Slouching. 
· Group 3: Creeping. 
· Group 4: Peeking. 
Have each group practice saying its word when you point. When you hear me say, “The spies went …” I’ll point to you and you say your code words. Practice this sequence, and then begin the story.
Hundreds of years after, God promised to make Abraham into a father of nations and give him the land of Canaan. By now, Abraham had too many relatives to count, and they were about to move into a new land—the land God promised. 
God spoke to Moses, the leader of the Israelites. He said, “Send some men to check out the land of Canaan. I am giving it to the people of Israel.” So Moses sent 12 spies to check out the land of Canaan. And the spies went… (point to groups in sequence) crouching and slouching and creeping and peeking.
Moses had a lot of questions: In order to find out the answers to these questions, the spies went … (point to groups in sequence) crouching and slouching and creeping and peeking. They came to a valley with grapes growing so big that a single bunch took up a whole branch.  Two men carried it on a pole. They also found pomegranates and figs. But they still had a lot of questions to answer, so the spies went … (point to groups in sequence) crouching and slouching and creeping and peeking.  They went into the hill country to see what the land was like and found milk and honey. And the spies went … (point to groups in sequence) crouching and slouching and creeping and peeking.  But they also found the cities, and they saw that the cities had high walls around them, and the people who lived there were powerful. They also found big people living along the Jordan River. 

For 40 days the spies went … (point to groups in sequence) crouching and slouching and creeping and peeking. Finally, it was time to go home and give a report. Ten spies gave one report. They said it was very good land, but the people who lived there were big and scary. 

But two spies gave a different report. Caleb stood up and said, “We should go up and take the land. We can do it!” And the ten spies said, “We can’t attack those people! They are stronger than we are.” The Israelites didn’t know what to think! But Caleb and his friend Joshua were not going to give up. They said, “If the Lord is pleased with us, he’ll lead us into that land. It’s a land that has plenty, flowing with milk and honey. He’ll give it to us. Don’t be afraid. The Lord is with us!”  But the people believed the ten spies. 

Because the people didn’t listen to Joshua and Caleb, God decided to punish them for doubting he could defeat the large people of Canaan. For forty years the Israelites complained and wandered in the desert, until all the grown-ups had died.  Their children grew up and were ready to go into the new land God had promised with Caleb and Joshua. We can always be confident in God’s promise as we go… (point to groups in sequence)crouching and slouching and creeping and peeking through the adventures of our lives.
Option #2 “The Story”
Supplies:

· book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the sixth chapter of The Story for Children.


Witness and Tell:  

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Prayer:  
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Blessing:  

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:  

Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Choose your own music
Supplies:

Attention Grabber
· Ticket

· Moldy Banana
Learning Game
· Blindfolds

· Rope

· Obstacles (If played inside)

· Balls

Bible Presentation
· book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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