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Bible Basis: Genesis 1:1–3:24
Memory Verse: Genesis 1:27 – “So God created humans in his image.  In the image of God he created them.  He created them male and female.”    

Take Home Point: God made everything there is. He made me to know him.
Resource: The Story for Children, Chapter 1
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Children need…

· the comfort of knowing a loving creator made them unique. 
· to know that God has a purpose for his creation. 
· to learn that the Bible’s account of God’s six-day creation has scientific credibility. 
As they admire God’s creation, it tells them how awesome their wonderful God is. It tells them a little bit about God’s history, or HIS story. It is God who made a perfect world that was broken by sin. It is God who then sent his Son Jesus so his creation might be restored.
How does Jesus fill this need?

Jesus for us: Through observing creation, we can know God’s power and majesty. Only through the gift of Jesus can we come to receive his saving grace and his mercy for us. 
Jesus in us: Through Jesus’ power, we can live in harmony with God, be accountable to him, and be responsible for the earth that we oversee.
Jesus through us: We can witness to God’s glory as we proclaim the creative goodness of God.

Stamp of Excellence:  

Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation: 
Let kids bring the worship symbols forward such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

 Attention Grabber: 
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies:

· Large sheets of paper or poster board
· Crayons
Begin by introducing “The Story” series…
Today is the beginning of something important at_______________. Does anybody know what I’m talking about? Let kids respond…
We’re starting the series called The Story. We’re going to go through the Bible from start to finish. Everybody – parents, kids, church, Sunday School – everybody will talk about the same part of the Bible every week… for the next 7 months!

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about the beginning of the world, when God made everything – the world, the sun and stars, plants and animals – and people! People are important in God’s BIG story! 
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play only the current StoryScene for Session One.
Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Invite two or more children to come forward and have each of them draw a picture of a person. Have them include hair, facial features, etc. 
Ask the two children Did you draw your person to look like someone in particular? Is this a picture of you? What do you like about the drawing? What do you not like? What was hard about drawing the person? 
Can you imagine creating the first person ever? That is what God did. When he created man he made him in his own image. Did God make a mistake when he created Adam and Eve? (No) In fact when God finished making Adam and Eve he said “this is very good!” Each of us was made just the way God wanted us to be. We are all different; we all have things we are good at and things that we are bad at. We all have different talents and abilities. But we are all made exactly the way God wanted us to be. 

Songs of Worship:  

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross: 
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 
Raise your hand if you have ever said something bad about yourself. Now raise your hand if you have ever said something bad about someone else. To say something bad about yourself or others is like saying God made a mistake. Does God make mistakes? (No) God has a reason for creating all of us the way he did. 

Let’s pray…Dear God, thank you for making us in your image. You do not make mistakes and we know that we were created by you for a purpose. Please forgive us for saying bad things about ourselves and others. Help us to see the good in each person you have created, including ourselves. Show us how we can serve you with the talents and abilities you have given us. In your name, Amen. 
Song of Response:  
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Your choice of music

Offering:  
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Supplies:

· several hula hoops
Place hula hoops on the floor and say:  

These hoops remind us of the world. Everything in the world is God’s. When we give some of what we have back to God, we are reminded that it all belongs to him anyway. We are his. As you bring your offerings forward, stand in the hula hoop as a way of saying to God, “All I am and all I have, I give to you.”



Learning Game:  
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

Supplies:

· a hula hoop for ever four children

· foam ball for every four children

Divide the children into groups of four. Give each group a hula hoop and a foam ball. Ask the groups to invent and play a game using the hula hoop and the ball.  

After a few minutes, stop the children to interview the groups. Ask them about the games they created.  

Each one of these games tells me something about the group that created it. Groups that like to throw made throwing games. Groups that like to run made running games.  

What does it tell you about God when we look at his creation?  

Take a few suggestions from the audience. 

Bible Presentation: 

The creation account will be presented in one of the ways below.

Option #1: The Story for Children  

Supplies:

· book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

1. How long did it take God to make the world? (7 days)
2. What were the names of the first man and the first woman? (Adam and Eve)
3. Where did they live? (The Garden of Eden)
4. What did Adam and Eve do that they weren’t supposed to do? (Ate fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil) 
5. Someone tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden. Who was it? (A snake / Satan.) Background for the presenter: While the Bible doesn’t specifically say that the serpent was Satan, Gen 3:15 promises that Eve’s descendant (her “seed”) would someday crush the serpent’s head while the serpent would bruise her descendant’s heel. For centuries it has been commonly accepted that this refers to Christ’s death on the cross, the figurative “bruising of his heel” through which Satan was ultimately defeated. By extension, then, the serpent in the garden is Satan himself, doing what he does best – lying to us and tempting us to doubt God’s promises and go our own way.
6. What happened after they ate the fruit? (God sent them out of the garden.)
7. Did God stop loving them because they disobeyed him? No
8. Does God stop loving us when we disobey him? No
God is disappointed when we sin, but he will never stop loving us.  God loves us so much he made a way for us to get back to him even though we are sinful and don’t deserve it.  The cross reminds us of God’s ultimate sacrifice, his own son, Jesus Christ.  Who took on the sin of the world including our sin so that we someday could live with God.
Option #2: Video  
Supplies:

· video: Six Short Days, One Big Adventure! (Answers in Genesis Ministries, Gospel Communications, 2002) or order from http://www.campuscrusade.com/Kids/six.htm

Show the 35-minute video, Six Short Days, One Big Adventure! 

OR

The Gospel Project for Kids video on Creation: (4½ minutes)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MPef0FT7oY 

Application: Art Mural
Supplies:

· 6 lengths of butcher paper or poster board

· paper

· several markers, crayons, or paint

· glue

Provide six pieces of butcher paper or poster board with ample markers, crayons, or tempera paint. Assign to each group one of the days of creation. Have them read Genesis 1 and illustrate on the mural their assigned day. Another option here is to give each child a separate piece of paper to draw on and then paste them on a larger piece of paper or poster to illustrate that day of creation.



Witness and Tell:  

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Tell about something that God created that you think is amazing. This might mean you describe a time you visited the Grand Canyon, looked into a telescope, or studied an ant! Tell how this makes you feel about God who created it!

Prayer:  
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Blessing:  

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

God made everything there is -- including you! He made you to know him. And he made you in his image. May he bless you to discover all the ways you have been made in his image! May he bless you to discover all the gifts he has given you – gifts that will give you joy and give him glory! In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Song of Sending:  

Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Your choice of music

Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· DVD: The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  
· Large pieces of paper or posterboard
· Crayons

Offering: 

· several hula hoops

Learning Game:

· a hula hoop for every four children

· foam ball for every four children

Bible Presentation:

Option #1

__
The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Option #2
· video: Six Short Days, One Big Adventure! (Answers in Genesis Ministries, Gospel Communications, 2002, www.GospelDirect.com) or order from http://www.campuscrusade.com/Kids/six.htm
· Alternative: Youtube video - The Gospel Project for Kids video on Creation: (4½ minutes) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MPef0FT7oY 

Application 
· six lengths of butcher paper or poster board

· paper
· several markers, crayons, or paint
· glue

Date: 	___________________


Series:	The Story 
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The Beginning of Life as We Know It








Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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