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Bible Basis: Esther 1–9
Memory Verse: What if you don’t say anything at this time? Then help for the Jews will come from another place. But you and your family will die. Who knows? It’s possible that you became queen for a time just like this —Esther 4:14, NIrV
Take Home Point: Esther was courageous because she trusted in God.  When I trust in God, he will give me strength to be courageous.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 20: “The Queen of Beauty and Courage”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids pick on kids. It seems inevitable in classrooms, on playgrounds, and in families. Human nature tempts us to find someone weaker or smaller so that we might bolster our own self-importance by degrading or intimidating another. As Christians, we need to not only refrain from such activities, but we need to learn to take a stand for others who need an advocate. This is truly a courageous stand.

How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: As he went to the cross for us, Jesus took a stand against the devil’s grip in our lives and freed us.
Jesus in us: Through the indwelling Holy Spirit, Jesus gives us power to be courageous and to take a stand to help others.
Jesus through us: What a difference we can make as we express the love given to us through Christ to others who need a special friend to stand up for them.
Stamp of Excellence: 
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation: 
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber: 
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies needed: clip from The Wizard of Oz, Warner Studios (original distribution 1939: DVD release 2004, ASIN B00000JS62. Show the cowardly lion singing about courage. 

Begin by introducing “The Story” series…

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  
What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  
Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:  

Show the video clip from The Wizard of Oz and introduce the theme.

What is courage? How would you define it? 

Take one or two answers.

God wants to give us courage so that we might protect and help others. He does this by giving us Jesus, who was courageous enough to give his life for us. Jesus lives with us as a constant companion so that we can be courageous like him in helping others.

Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 

 Supplies needed: a clock or a calendar and a cross

There was a queen named Esther who faced a challenge. She needed to speak to the king about saving her people, but she would risk her life if she appeared before the king without an invitation. No one could speak to the king without his invitation. 

If anyone forced himself or herself into the king’s chamber, they would be killed. So, if Esther went to see the king and the king did not want to see her, it would cost her life, but if the king permitted her to come into his chambers and talk with him, she might be able to convince the king not to kill the Jews. 

What was she feeling and thinking? 

Hold up the calendar or clock. 

She was probably wondering if she was made queen for such a time as this. “God needs me and this is the time for which he has prepared me. I am ready and I must do the brave thing.”

Do you know who else had to be brave for a time when God needed him?
Hold up the cross 

Jesus’ life had a special purpose. He also came for “such a time as this.” He came to go to the cross and pay for the sins of the world. 

Was he ready? Did he do it? Yes! He was courageous and went to the cross because that is what God wanted him to do. Because of this, he paid the price for our sins and rescued us. Now he is with believers so they will be ready for such a time God needs them. God wants us to be courageous and do what he wants. 

Let’s pray. 

Dear God, Esther knew you put her here on earth for a purpose—for such a time as this. She helped save your people, the Jews. 

You put Jesus on the earth for such a time as this, too—to save us from our sin. Thank you for your forgiveness and your saving power in our lives. Now help us be ready for the work you have for us to do. You have placed us here for a purpose—for such a time as this—a time when we can do what you want. Help us to do it. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Your choice of music

Offering: 
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Remind the children about your current mission project and how you are helping others in need.


Learning Game: 
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

Supplies needed: crosses cut out of 8 ½” x 11” paper (enough for every other child)

“Made You Blink”

The learning game will involve children partnering up for a brief experiment in taking a stand. You may demonstrate or have a pair of kids demonstrate first.

Have kids pair up and have one of each pair stand flat against the wall with her hands at their side. Her job is to not flinch or blink. Her partner will face her standing 1-2 feet away with arms extended and palms facing the partner. She will pretend to fall towards her partner against the wall. The palms of her hands would seemingly land on her partner’s face. At the last second, the child falling will separate her hands so that they land on the wall on each side of the partner’s head.

The game might sound a bit aggressive, but it is a simple playground game often played to test whether a child can keep from blinking. Of course, it is virtually impossible to not blink in undergoing this test. It is an example of the difficulty in taking a stand against the enemy’s schemes that would hurt others or us.  

Have kids switch places and do it again. Then say:

We need help to keep from blinking. There is one tool that can help us.

Hand each pair a paper cross. The child against the wall should place the cross over his eyes. Now have his partner fall again. As the child against the wall focuses on the cross, the other child’s hands are no longer intimidating.
This is an example of how hard it can be for us to take a stand for someone else against mean people or scary circumstances. When we fix our eyes on Jesus, it helps us make a courageous stand without flinching. We can stand up for others without any fear, because our eyes are on Jesus who stood up for us without flinching.
Bible Presentation: 
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Option #1 Movie
Show the video titled The Animated Stories from the Bible: Esther, from Nest Family Entertainment.  

Or

Show the video titled Veggietales: Esther the Girl Who Became Queen, from Big Idea Entertainment, LLC.
Option #2 “The Story”
Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the nineteenth chapter of The Story for Children.
Application:
Have a child read Ephesians 6:10-11:

“Finally, receive your power from the Lord and from his mighty strength. Put on all the armor that God supplies. In this way you can take a stand against the devil’s strategies.”

Emphasize that having received God’s mighty power in our lives, we can take our stand against the devil’s schemes. One of the devil’s greatest schemes is to hurt others through kids picking on one another.  



Witness and Tell: 
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Encourage kids to share experiences of how they stood up for other kids who were being picked on.

Prayer: 
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option: Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.

_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.

Blessing: 
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Your choice of music
Supplies: 

Attention Grabber:

· the video clip from The Wizard of Oz, Warner Studios, original distribution 1939; DVD release 2004, ASIN B00000JS62 (Rent at your local video store or order from http://www.amazon.com/Wizard-Oz-Two-Disc-Special/dp/B000ADS63K/sr=1-1/qid=1159889209/ref=pd_bbs_1/104-7648977-6137510?ie=UTF8&s=dvd) Show the cowardly lion singing about courage.

Power of the Cross

· a clock or a calendar and a cross
Learning Game:

· crosses cut out of 8 ½” x 11” paper (enough for every other child)

Bible Presentation

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
· the video titled The Animated Stories from the Bible: Esther, from Nest Family Entertainment (http://www.nestfamily.com/childrens-bible-stories/store/product_detail.asp?ProductID=ESD&ProductIDF=&deptid=1&start=21&page_rec=20)

· the video titled Veggietales: Esther the Girl Who Became Queen, from Big Idea Entertainment, LLC
Supplies: a bathrobe or choir robe or any robe to symbolize what Jesus would have worn.

Date: 	_________________________
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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