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Bible Event: 1 Kings 14-15
Take Home Point: *King Asa loved and worshipped God- I worship God too!
 *Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Jesus Link: Jesus made a way for us to love and worship God forever. 
What kids will learn about God in this worship experience:

· God deserves our praise and worship for all he does for us.
· God is more important than anything else in our lives. 

· Children will respond to God’s love as they sing songs of worship, bring their offerings, and offer their prayers.  
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Welcome Zone: (15–20 minutes)       

Purpose: While kids arrive, give them a simple learning readiness activity that requires minimal supervision. This might include a video, games, blocks, or puzzles.  
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Opening Worship: (10-15 minutes)       
Children can bring forward the cross, candles, Bible, offering plate, and treasure box. The treasure box contains the props used to tell or dramatize the Bible event. Open with a simple prayer, having the children repeat after you. Collect offering and talk about how God will use it.

Praise Songs: 

Choose two songs and list them here.
Bible Event: Today we are going to hear a story from the bible. The Bible is God’s story.  It is a very BIG story… a BIG, TRUE story… a BIG, TRUE story about how God loves us.  It also has many little stories in it and today we read about The Split in the Kingdom.

Last week we talked about Solomon. Do you remember what he asked for when God asked him what he would want? Did Solomon ask for money? (No) Did Solomon ask for candy? (No) Did he ask to be famous? (No) What did he ask for? (Wisdom) Well Solomon was a good king until he stopped listening to God. He started worshipping idols and pretend gods. Those were statues that the people made. They thought these statues would be able to help them. Later Solomon’s son Rehoboam became king. He didn’t listen to God either, and he worshipped idols too. Many people didn’t like Rehoboam as the king because he wasn’t very nice so they started a new country where Jeroboam was the king. Jeroboam didn’t listen to God either, and he worshipped idols too! The people in their countries fought a lot. Over the years they had some good kings, and they had some bad kings. Many years later, Rehoboam’s grandson Asa became the king. He listened to God and worshipped God. He didn’t want to be the way the kings before him had been. King Asa got rid of all of the pretend gods and idols. He found the Bible and read it, and he had other people read it too. King Asa completely changed his kingdom. He was a good leader, and he helped the people love and worship God again. 

Let’s learn our take home point for today. I will say *KING ASA LOVED AND WORSHIPPED GOD and then you will say I worship God too! Are you ready? Point to yourself. KING ASA LOVED AND WORSHIPPED GOD. Point to the children.  I worship God too! Let’s do that again. Point to yourself. KING ASA LOVED AND WORSHIPPED GOD. Point to the children.  I worship God too!
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Action Zones: (20-30 minutes)   
Purpose: Children move at their leisure to the activities according to their interest. Adults are assigned to oversee each of the zones, watching for safety, assisting any activity, and helping the children connect to the lesson of the day. All zones are introduced at the beginning of Zone Time. Some suggested zones are included below. It is usually best to have all children go to the Snack Zone first. Sing a blessing song or say a snack prayer together before dismissing to the zones. During the Zone Time, children may arrive from mid-service dismissal if this is an option at your church. Be prepared to welcome the children and invite them to choose a zone.
Snack Zone: Fruit snacks that are animals (like the ones the idols worshipped).

Bible Story Zone: Hold up the picture Bible, The Story for Little Ones, and ask:
Do you read this at home?  Do you recognize any of the pictures?  Can you tell me about it?  

Discuss.  Then introduce today’s reading with:

I will read to you from the Bible.  The Bible is God’s story.  It is a very BIG story… a BIG, TRUE story… a BIG, TRUE, story about how God loves us.  It also has many little stories in it and today we read about Daniel in the Lions’ den. 
Optional: provide a coloring page for the kids to do while listening to the story.

Play Zone: Use playdoh to make pretend idols like Solomon, Rehoboam and Jeroboam worshipped. At the end of the time, let them squish the idols as King Asa got rid of all of the idols in his country. 
Craft Zone: make tambourines with plates with holes punched around the edge. Let them decorate the plate and then use pipe cleaners to attach jingle bells. We can use the tambourine to worship God. 

Music Zone: Play music for the kids to dance to. If you have instruments to use, let them play the instruments as they worship. 
Drama Zone: Practice praying. Have children sit on the floor, bow their heads, and fold their hands. Tell them to use their minds to see how much of the Lord’s Prayer they can remember. Have them go as far as they can and then ask for help. 

Puppet Zone: Have the children use puppets to act out the story of King Asa.
Coloring Zone: Provide a coloring page for that matches this story.
Closing Worship: (20 minutes)


Purpose: As you empty the zones and clean up, begin the music so the children can start wandering over. 
Worship Songs: 
Bible Application with Puppet Presentation:
Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet.

A teacher may carry on a conversation with a puppet.
Judy is sad because she has a new toy and her mom made her go to church instead of letting her play with it. The presenter tells her that going to church is important because we get to learn about God and worship him. 
The presenter talks about today’s lesson and how people worshipped other things besides God. The presenter explains to Judy that missing church to play with a new toy is kind of like what the people in our lesson did. 

Let’s do our take home point again. Point to yourself. KING ASA LOVED AND WORSHIPPED GOD. Point to the children.  I worship God too!
Worship song: Choose one or two songs and list them here.
Prayer Time: 

Purpose: Allow children to contribute their own prayers. This will teach them to turn to God in both good times and in times of trouble. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

“Children Pray” Options: 
_____ Prayer Train Option:  Children line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone and speak their brief prayers of thanksgiving.

_____ Prayer Chair: Children stand in a circle around one child sitting on a chair in the middle. All children in the circle will lay a hand on the child sitting in the chair as they say a prayer together.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and taps children on the head to stand and speak their prayer.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire Prayer along with you.

Blessing:

May God, who is all around you,
(Beginning at the bottom of the circle, slowly 
pour his love upon you.
make large circle with your hands. Finish by bringing your hands down and wiggling your fingers to resemble rain.)
And Jesus, his life a sacrifice,

(Slowly make a large sign of the cross. Then 
walk right there beside you.

move your hands out to the sides.)

And may God’s Holy Spirit,

(Cross hands over your heart.)
the one who lives inside you,

keep you strong,



(Move to a “strong man” position. Then

comfort, lead and guide you!
cross your arms with your hands on corresponding upper arms to communicate comfort. Bring one hand forward with “lead” and the other with “guide” to complete the blessing.)

Song of Sending: 

Choose one song and list it here.
TRADING CARDS:
Before sending children home, give each child The Story for Preschool Trading Card for the lesson (unless they already received one in Sunday School). Say:

The front of this card will remind you that God gives us rules that we should follow. You can use this card to tell your parents about what you learned today in Kids Church. 

Have them practice saying the Take Home Point as they look at their cards.

KING ASA LOVED AND WORSHIPPED GOD – I worship God too!

Closing Zones:

Purpose: Children go to an activity zone, such as the coloring zone, quiet reading zone, and children’s Christian music video zone, as they wait for their parents.

Supplies

Welcome Zone:

· blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, crayons

Opening Worship:

· cross, candles, Bible, offering plate

Action Zones:

Snack Zone:

· Gold fish crackers
Drama Zone:

· no supplies needed

Puppet Zone:

· puppets to act out the story of King Asa
Craft Zone:

· small plate, crayons, pipe cleaners, jingle bells.
Play Zone:

· Playdoh
Music Zone:

· CD of music
Bible Reading Zone: 

· picture book of  ”The Story For Little Ones” 

· Optional: coloring page and crayons

Coloring Zone:
· Coloring page of your choice
· crayons
Closing Worship:

· Judy puppet
Closing Zones:

· colored pencils

· coloring page
· movie


Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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