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Take Home Point: *WELCOME OTHERS—Come into God’s family.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Mark 9:36-37

Jesus Link: Jesus encourages us to share Him with others.
We will help children know:

· Welcoming others is just like welcoming Jesus.

· Jesus welcomes us into His family.

· Anyone, even children, can make others feel welcome.

We will help the children feel:

· Welcomed into Sunday school and God’s family.

· Excited about welcoming others. 

· Thankful that they are part of God’s family.

We will help the children do:
· Practice making other children feel welcome in Sunday school.

· Share snacks with others to show kindness.

· Play the “Welcome Run” game.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
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	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· adult Jesus costume

· wheelchair, if available or bandage

· wig

· pair of eyeglasses

· hat

· bright or funny shirt

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Welcome Card” Craft

Activity 2: “Share-a-Snack”

Activity 3: ”Welcome Run” Relay
Activity 4:  “Tell It Under the Blanket”
Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· card template copied for each child

· crayons and markers

· stickers, glitter glue, etc.

Activity 2:
· “Tiger” biscuits
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· masking tape

· two chairs
Activity 4:

· a blanket

	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; adult Jesus costume; wheelchair, if available or bandage; wig; pair of eyeglasses; hat; bright or funny shirt

Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung is peeking out onto the stage, but won’t come all the way out. The presenter spots him and asks him why he won’t come out. Xiao Hung is looking to see if Ah Kit is there. He looks for a second and decides that Ah Kit isn’t there, so the coast must be clear. He slowly comes out on stage. 

The presenter asks Xiao Hung what he means by “the coast is clear?” Who is Ah Kit? Xiao Hung explains that Ah Kit is a new boy who moved into Xiao Hung’s neighborhood and Xiao Hung’s mom told him that he should go play with him. Xiao Hung didn’t want to play with Ah kit, though, because he didn’t know him. That’s why Xiao Hung was peeking out. He didn’t know if Ah Kit was here at Sunday school or not.

The presenter explains to Xiao Hung that we should welcome and be nice to new people. Ah Kit might be scared to be in a new place and probably would like a friend. Maybe Xiao Hung could get to know him. In fact, Jesus tells us that if we welcome others in His name, it’s just like welcoming Him. We certainly want to do that because Jesus welcomed us into His family. So we should welcome others.

Xioa Hung decides that after church maybe he’ll see if Ah Kit likes badminton. The presenter thinks that’s a nice idea. 

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point: *WELCOME OTHERS – Come into God’s family. The presenter says the first line and Xiao Hung responds with the second. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater

Imagination Theater is audience participation drama where the Bible event is told in creative fashion, using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that it is God’s Word. Briefly summarize the story, and then remove an imaginary hat and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on theirs as well. They will also use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to actors as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation. Have them sit to the side until they are called on stage. An adult volunteer will be helpful.

Presenter introduces the scene:

Introduction

Put on your imagination hats and pretend that this special visitor we have today is Jesus. We’re going to welcome Him to Sunday school and see what He has to tell us. 

Welcome me—welcome others

(Bring out an adult, costumed Jesus character onto stage.) Imagine that I am Jesus. Normally you can’t see me, but I am always with you. Today I want to show you how you can welcome me. You welcome me by welcoming one of these friends around you. Let me show you what I mean. 

New child moves in

I need a volunteer to pretend with me. Who will pretend to be a new kid to Sunday school whose family has just moved here from out-of-town? (Take a volunteer up onto stage.) Let’s find out more about this new person. You just moved here from a town far away. Is that right? (Yes.) You’re here at your new church today. Does it feel a little scary? (Yes.) Yes, it probably seems a little different. Do you feel alone or like you would like a friend? (Yes.) What can we do to help this person feel welcome here? 

Take a few suggestions. Include sitting together, showing them what to do, being a friend, and helping them play. 

Someone welcomes

Ask for another volunteer to come up and help welcome this person to Sunday school. 

I think we should welcome the new person by having this volunteer take them down and sit together. 

Invite the children to go sit together and thank them for helping. 

Special needs child

Ask for another volunteer. This one needs to be willing to be in a wheelchair, if available, or have a bandaged arm. Jesus helps this person on to the stage.

 Here is another person that needs to be welcomed into God’s family. What is something we can do or say to make this child feel welcomed?

 Again, take suggestions. Try to include sitting beside each other, helping them with their snack, asking if there is a game or activity that they are comfortable playing and then playing it with them.

Someone helps

Who would like to come up here and practice welcoming this person? 

Take another volunteer and coach them. For instance: Have the volunteer ask the child in the wheelchair if they would like to do a puzzle together during zone time and have the other child say, “that sounds like fun.” Thank them and have them go back to the audience.

Child who is different

Ask for a third volunteer. This one needs to be willing to dress up. Have several props ready including a wig, a hat, a pair of glasses, a bright or funny colored shirt, etc.

Sometimes people are different. People can have short hair or long hair. (Place wig on child’s head.) 

Some people wear glasses. (Put glasses on child.) Sometimes people dress differently. (Put hat and shirt on child.) Sometimes people have different colored hair, eyes or skin. But we should welcome them all. Everyone needs a friend. 

Someone is a friend

Who can be a friend to this person? 

Take a volunteer to come onto stage and ask this person to come sit with them. The child may remove the props first. Thank them and have them sit down. Ask for another volunteer. This person needs to act sad.

 It looks like this person has been crying. I wonder if they are lonely or sad. What can we do to welcome them? 

Take suggestions. Include asking if they can help, giving them a hug, or asking the person if they would like to talk or play or pray for a while. Take a final volunteer to act this out. Have the volunteer sit down beside the sad person and ask if they could use a friend right now. The sad person says it would be nice to talk to someone. Thank them and have them sit down.

Conclusion

You see, by welcoming these children today, you really welcomed me.

Jesus leaves and the presenter concludes.

Here is what Jesus said in the Bible about welcoming: “If anyone accepts children like these in My name, then he is also accepting Me. And if he accepts Me, then he is also accepting the One who sent Me.” Do you think we did a good job making these children feel welcome today? If we did, then it was just like welcoming Jesus himself. Jesus welcomed us into His family by giving His life for us. What did Jesus do to take away our sins? (Take answers.) He died on the cross for us, to forgive our sins and so that we could be part of His family forever. Since we’re part of His family, let’s welcome others into His family also. 

Let’s close with a prayer: 

Dear Jesus, 

Thank You for welcoming us. 

We love Your family.

 Help us welcome others. 

You love them, too. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Remember: *WELCOME OTHERS – Come into God’s family.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What does it mean to feel welcome? (Answers will vary but may include feeling like you belong, having others be nice to you, making you feel comfortable, being a friend to you, etc.)

How can you make others feel welcome? (Talking to them, being their friend, sitting by them, playing with them, telling them Jesus loves them, etc.)

What did Jesus say about welcoming others? (He said that welcoming others is just like welcoming Him! He welcomes us into His family, so we should welcome others, too.)

How did Jesus welcome us into God’s family? (He died on the cross to forgive our sins so that we could be in His family forever.)

Activity 1: “Welcome Card” Craft

Supplies needed:  card template copied for each child; crayons and markers; stickers, glitter glue, etc.
Instructions:

1. Have children fold and decorate the Welcome Card template copied onto plain paper or manila card, if desired. Provide markers, crayons, stickers, glitter glue, etc.

2. Make sure children ‘sign’ their name on the card.

To discuss:

1. Explain to the children that this craft is different than normal because they will not be taking it home with them. Instead, the church is going to keep the card to send in the mail to new families and kids who visit our church.

2. Discuss with the children how these cards are an example of welcoming someone, as discussed in today’s Bible event.

Practice the take home point: *WELCOME OTHERS – Come into God’s family.

Activity 2: “Share-a-Snack”

Supplies needed:  “Tiger” biscuits; cups; water or juice
Instructions:

1. Instruct children to take a snack for a friend or person next to them and give it to them to eat. Make sure that each child receives a snack from a friend or neighbor. 

2. Eat!

To discuss:

1. While children eat, review the Bible event and talk about other ways they can make people feel welcome during this coming week.

Practice the take home point: *WELCOME OTHERS – Come into God’s family.

Activity 3: “Welcome Run” Relay

Supplies needed:  masking tape; two chairs
To play: 

1. Divide the children into two teams. Start each team behind a masking tape line. Set up chairs, one for each team to run around, approximately 10-15 feet from the starting line.

2. The first person in each line runs down, goes around the chair, and comes back to the starting line. 

3. The next person in line then loops his arm through the first person’s arm (the person who just ran) and leads him down, around the chair, and back. 

4. The third person connects to the chain and leads the other two down, around and back.

5. Continue until all members of the team, in a chain, complete the relay. The first team done wins.

6.  If time allows, repeat the game, with the children in a different order.

To discuss:

1. Explain that sometimes feeling welcome means feeling like you belong. This game was about making all of the team members feel like they belonged to the team. They had to work together and stay connected to finish the race. It feels good to belong.

2. Reinforce the take home point: *WELCOME OTHERS – Come into God’s family.

Activity 4: “Tell It Under the Blanket”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed:  a blanket
Memory Verse:  Gal. 4:7 ~ “…You are God’s child, and God will give you what He promised, because you are His child.”

Memory Verse Learning:

Show the children the piece of blanket. Tell them that sometimes we like to tell important or secret things to a friend while being underneath the blanket. Today, they are going to choose a partner and they will take turns to go underneath the blanket and recite Galatians 4:7 to one another. Have fun underneath the blanket!
Prayer Time: 

Ask Jesus to help you be kind to others and find ways to make others feel welcome at church and anywhere else.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time, he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Xiao Er’s confused responses:

Activity 1:

“But don’t put elephants in your mailbox!”

Activity 2: 

“Give Xiao Er your snack.”

Activity 3: 

“Never run upside down.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 58

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· adult Jesus costume

· wheelchair, if available or bandage

· wig

· pair of eyeglasses

· hat

· bright or funny shirt

Small Group Application

Activity 1:

· card template copied for each child

· crayons and markers

· stickers, glitter glue, etc.

Activity 2:
· “Tiger” biscuits
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· masking tape

· two chairs
Activity 4:

· a blanket
Large Group Closing:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here
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