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Take Home Point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus’ birthday is coming. 
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Luke 1:26-38

Jesus Link: Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins.
We will help children know:

· The story of the angel appearing to Mary.

· Jesus is our Savior.

· We wait for Jesus’ birthday.

We will help the children feel:

· Anticipation for Jesus’ birthday.

· Eagerness to share Jesus’ birthday with others.

· Joy that Jesus already came.

We will help the children do:
· Watch a video and a monologue about Gabriel appearing to Mary.

· Make an invitation to a Christmas service or program.

· Wait patiently for a gift-wrapped snack.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	4
4
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting puppet with a Christmas list taped to hand
· Bible

· VCD: The Story of the Nativity: Beginner’s Bible. Sony Music and Time Life Video, 1995. Start where Mary is picking fruit and humming and end where she says, “Whatever God wants, I will do.” 1 minute
· TV and VCR
· Mary costume 

	Small Group Application
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6
6
	Activity 1: “Invitation to Jesus’ Birthday Party” Craft

Activity 2: “Gift” Snack

Activity 3: ”Waiting” Game

Activity 4: “Big Announcement”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· photocopied party invitation

· red or green dot stickers or cellophane tape

· crayons

· glitter glue

Activity 2:
· snacks hidden in a gift-wrapped box

· serviettes
· cups 

· water or juice
Activity 3:

· one chair for each child

· plastic bag

· strips of paper

· pencil or pen

· rhythm instrument

· one party “blow out” per child
Activity 4:

· poster board with pockets

· Bible verse words on cards

· toy microphone 

	Large Group Wrap-Up
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	7

7
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· Sample materials from small group activities


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Ting Ting puppet with a Christmas list taped to her hand; Bible; VCD: The Animated Stories from the New Testament: The King Is Born (Animated Stories Inc., 1987); TV and VCR; Mary costume 
Puppet Presentation:

Ting Ting comes out with a list of toys she wants for Christmas. She rattles on for a few moments about all the toys she’s going to ask Santa Claus to bring her for Christmas. She can’t wait to get more toys. At Christmas she gets even more toys than for her birthday. 

The presenter stops Ting Ting and says that Christmas is someone’s birthday. The presenter asks Ting Ting, “Whose birthday is Christmas anyway?” 

Ting Ting replies, “I don’t know. Is Christmas Santa Claus’ birthday?” 

The presenter replies that Christmas isn’t all about toys. It’s all about Jesus because Christmas is Jesus’ birthday. The presenter teaches Ting Ting the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus’ birthday is coming. Explain that Jesus is our Savior because He came to save us from our sins – all the bad things we do. 

The presenter practices the take home point with Ting Ting several times and then practices it with the children.

Bible Event: A Visit from a Dramatized Character
A costumed adult presents the Bible event by telling it from a first person point of view. Explain to the children that they will meet an actor, someone pretending to be a person in today’s Bible event. Ask the children to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that this really is the person in the Bible event.
Introduce the story by saying: 

Today we are going to learn the Bible event of how Mary, Jesus’ mother, learned she was going to have a baby—baby Jesus, Our Savior. It’s written here in the Bible (show Bible), but today let’s watch it on VCD. 

Show the VCD, starting with Mary singing while working in the garden. End after Mary says, “I must thank my father… (This clip is approximately two minutes.) Then introduce the character that is pretending to be Mary. Everyone needs to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that it is Mary talking to them.

“A Visit from Mary”

An actress, preferably a young woman, is dressed like Mary.

Mary:
I want to tell you what happened to me the other day. At first, everything was normal. I woke up with the sun (stretch and yawn,) brought in the water (pretend to hold a large jug), and ate my breakfast (make eating motions). Then I decided to work in my garden. (Digging motions.)  

As I sat there working and singing to myself, suddenly, there was a man standing there. He was large (raise hands high in the air) and he was dressed (make sweeping motion with hands down body) all in white. It was an angel! 

I was so frightened. (Look frightened and shiver.) What did he want with me? Was he going to hurt me? 

He told me that God is with me. He told me not to be afraid. Then he told me the most amazing news. He said I (point to self) am going to have a baby (make rocking motion with arms) and that I should name the baby Jesus. 

That sure surprised me! But, even more surprising, he said the baby is going to be the Savior. That means He will take away the sins of the whole world! (Open arms wide.) He said the baby is God’s Son and will some day sit on God’s throne as King. Imagine! My (point to self) baby, a King! 

Why should God choose me? I’m just an ordinary girl. I told the angel that I am God’s servant and will do what God says. And then, the angel disappeared. (Extend arms in front of body, palms up.) Ever since the angel appeared, I have been so excited. I am going to have a baby. I am going to have Baby Jesus! The Savior is coming!

Mary walks off stage. The presenter reviews the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus’ birthday is coming. End with a brief prayer with children repeating after each line. 

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
He is our Savior. (repeat)
His birthday is coming. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What good news did Mary get? (She would have a baby—Jesus, the Savior.)
How did Mary feel? (Surprised, happy, excited.)

How does it make you feel that Jesus’ birthday is coming? (Answers will vary.)

What can you do to get ready for Jesus’ birthday? (Answers will vary—remind children to tell others about Jesus’ birthday.)

Activity 1: “Invitation to Jesus’ Birthday Party” Craft

Supplies needed: photocopied party invitation; red or green dot stickers or cellophane tape; crayons; glitter glue.

This is an excellent opportunity for your children to invite their friends and family to a special Christmas program or services. Your supply coordinator should have filled in the appropriate information on the invitation card before photocopying. As the children decorate their invitations, remind them to especially invite people who don’t go to church. 

Explain to the children that birthdays have parties. The special Christmas activities at church are birthday parties for Jesus. They are going to make a party invitation to invite someone to one of those birthday parties for Jesus. Hand out the invitations. Have the children color the invitations. Show the children how to fold on the lines. Help them seal the invitation closed with tape or a dot sticker. If time allows, let them use glitter glue to decorate the outside of the invitations. Review the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus’ birthday is coming.
Activity 2: “Gift” Snack

Supplies needed: snacks hidden in a large gift-wrapped box; serviettes; cups; water or juice
Show the children the gift-wrapped box. Explain that one of the reasons we give gifts at Christmas is that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday. Remind the children of how hard it is to wait for Christmas. When Christmas finally comes, the best gift is Jesus. Now the children must wait for their snack. 

As they wait, review the Bible event. Open the gift and hand out the snack. While the children wait, remind them that even though it is hard to wait for Christmas, we don’t have to wait for Jesus. He already came and his love is already in our hearts. Review the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus’ birthday is coming!

Activity 3: “Waiting” Game

Supplies needed: one chair for each child; plastic bag; strips of paper; pencil or pen; rhythm instrument; one piece of party “blow out” for each child
Explain to the children that parties have games. As we wait for Jesus’ birthday, we will play a birthday game. The came is called “Waiting.” In this game, children get to practice waiting and their reward will be a “frog tongue.” 

Place the chairs in a circle. Write the children’s names on strips of paper and place the papers in a plastic bag. Have the children walk around the circle while the presenter plays a Christmas song or a rhythm instrument. When the instrument stops, the children must sit down. 

The presenter draws a name from the bag. The child whose name is drawn is given a “blow out”, but must wait until all the other children have one also. Continue to play until every child has a “blow out”. 

Remind the children that while it may be hard to wait for Jesus’ birthday, we don’t have to wait for Jesus. He already came and His love is already in our hearts. Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus’ birthday is coming!

Activity 4: “Big Announcement”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: poster board with pockets, Bible verse words written on cards, toy microphone 
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 9:6 ~ “God will give a Son to us.”
Memory Verse Learning:

Get the children to recite the memory verse a few times as all the words are on the board. Then give a microphone to one child and ask him to recite the memory verse by standing and speaking into the microphone. Remove one card from the board. Pass the microphone to another child to recite the memory verse. Repeat this until there is no card left on the board. Get the whole group to recite the memory verse together. 

Prayer Time: 

Ask Jesus to help you be patient for Christmas and to invite others to a birthday party for Jesus. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
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Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: Xiao Er puppet; sample materials from small group activities

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
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Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids say:  


“…Jesus’ birthday is coming!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our Savior…”
Xiao Er  says: 
“He wants me to go to a birthday party!”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “He wants me to eat biscuits!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “He wants me to show my tongue!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample: “He wants me to see the baby!”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Jesus’ birthday is coming!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus is our Savior…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – JESUS’ BIRTHDAY IS COMING!”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.
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Lesson 28

Large Group Opening:

· Ting Ting puppet with a Christmas list taped to hand
· Bible

· VCD option: The Story of the Nativity: Beginner’s Bible. Sony Music and Time Life Video, 1995.  (Available at Glad Sounds.)
· TV and VCR

· Mary costume (robe and head covering)
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· photocopied party invitation

· red or green dot stickers or Scotch tape

· crayons

· glitter glue

Activity 2:

· snacks hidden in a large gift-wrapped box

· serviettes
· cups 

· water or juice
Activity 3:

· one chair for each child

· plastic bag

· strips of paper

· pencil or pen

· rhythm instrument

· one piece of party “blow out” 
      for each child
Activity 4:

· a board with pockets
· Bible verse word in cards
· toy microphone 
Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from 
           small group activities

Date: 	________________________


Series:  		Our Savior Came to Earth (Dec-Mar)
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