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Take Home Point: *GOD IS OUR KING – Use your mind to serve the King.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.

Bible Event: 1 Kings 3:6-14, 4:34,10:1-10
Jesus Link: Because of Jesus, God forgives us when we make wrong choices.
We will help children know:

· When Solomon became king, he asked to be wise to know how to follow God’s ways.

· God helps us make wise choices – to say “yes!” to right and “no!” to wrong.

· When we do right, it makes God happy. When we do wrong, it makes God sad. God always forgives and loves us.
We will help the children feel:

· Desire to do right and please God.

· Sorry when they choose to do wrong.
We will help the children do:

· Use happy/sad puppets to make wise choices.

· Ask God to help them be wise.
THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting puppet

· kindergarten school work with a star on it

· beautifully decorated “treasure” box, large enough to hold the following items:

· wad of Monopoly or play money

· bag of sweets
· inflated balloon

· smaller gift-wrapped box containing a paper with “wisdom” written on it 

· happy/sad puppet (like the ones children will be making during the small group application)
· crown
· king costume

	Small Group Application
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7

7

8
8


	Activity 1: “Happy/Sad Puppet” Craft

Activity 2:  “Bread Crowns” Snack

Activity 3:  “Beanbag Game”

Activity 4: “Jump and Say”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· one small white paper plate per child

· one tongue dispenser for each child

· cellophane tape
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colour pencils
Activity 2:
· one piece of bread cut into a crown shape for each child

· tuna mixed with mayonnaise 

· carrots cut into small cubes
· plastic knives

· serviettes

Activity 3:

· beanbag

· poster board game
Activity 4:
· white board
· marker
· grid with words

	Large Group Wrap-up
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9
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit

Singing (Optional)


	· Xiao Er puppet

· samples of activities
· Choose 2 or 3 songs from your church music library


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)

Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. 

Choose two to three songs. 

Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Ting Ting puppet; kindergarten school work with a star on it; beautifully decorated “treasure” box, large enough to hold the following items: wad of Monopoly or play money, bag of sweets, inflated balloon, smaller gift-wrapped box containing a paper with “wisdom” written on it, happy/sad puppet (like the ones children will be making during the small group application); crown; king costume.
Puppet Presentation:

Ting Ting comes out waving a paper with a star on it. She is excited! Ting Ting shares that she got a star on her paper, and it means she is smart. If the children get a sad face, it means they didn’t do well. If they get a happy face, they did okay. But if they get a star, that means they did GREAT! And Ting Ting is so smart. 

The leader asks why it is important that she be smart. Ting Ting says she wants to be smarter than her big brother. In fact, she wants to be as smart as her mom. 

The leader asks Ting Ting if she knows she can use her mind to serve God. Ting Ting didn’t know that. The leader teaches Ting Ting and the kids today’s special words. *GOD IS OUR KING – use your mind to serve the King.

Bible Event:
Introduce the story by saying:

I need a volunteer from the audience who will be King Solomon. 

Bring a child on stage and help him put on the king costume.

Keep the finger on your right hand pointed, because I will move your hands when I am behind you. I will do this to help tell the story. 

When Solomon keeps his right hand pointed the leader can use it to make gestures. For example, a finger pointed to one’s own head refers to wisdom. A finger pointed up refers to God. You can also whisper short phrases in Solomon’s ears so that Solomon can repeat it as part of the narrative. These phrases are underlined and in italics.

A long time ago in the country of Israel, there lived a new king. His name was King Solomon. He was the son of King David. One night while King Solomon was sleeping, God came and spoke to him. God told King Solomon to ask for any gift he wanted. 

Did King Solomon ask for a million dollars? 

Flash a wad of play money or Monopoly money from the treasure box.

No! Does Solomon ask for all the sweets he could ever want? 

Pull a bag of sweets from the box.

No! Does Solomon ask for every day to be his birthday?

Pull a balloon from the box and bob it in the air a couple times.

No! He asked for another, very wonderful gift. I’m going to let you guess what it is.

Pull the gift-wrapped box from the treasure box.

Today we will learn what that gift is and why it is wonderful. This gift will remind us of our special words for today: *GOD IS OUR KING – use your mind to serve the King. For our Bible event I’m going to need all of you to be my helpers. I will tell the Bible event and my helper will do some actions. You do whatever actions my helper does. 

King Solomon was a young king and was worried (help King Solomon scratch his temple as if he is perplexed) he wouldn’t be a good king. He knew he had to make many important decisions for the people. What do you think he needed to make good decisions as the king? (Take some answers from the children.) Right, it was wisdom. What does “wisdom” mean? It means knowing right from wrong and knowing and learning about God and His love.

He decided to ask God for wisdom. (Help King Solomon point to his temple.) He wanted to know in his heart (help King Solomon cross his arms over his heart) what was right and what was wrong, so he could make smart decisions and be a good king. God was happy to hear what King Solomon wanted. God made Solomon very wise. 

Here is an example of how Solomon used his mind to serve God. Here is an example of his wisdom.

As king, Solomon made important rulings for his people. Once there were (put up 2 of Solomon’s fingers) two ladies that lived in the same house. They had very small babies. Sadly, one baby died. The mommy of that baby was so sad her baby died, she tried to steal the other lady’s baby. She switched the babies in their beds. Both of them argued over whose baby was alive. Both said, “It’s mine.” But only one of them was telling the truth. 

They were brought to the king so that he could decide who was really the mommy. He said, (whisper each phrase, one at a time, in King Solomon’s ear so that he repeats them into the microphone.) “Let’s divide the baby and I will give both of the ladies a part of the baby.”

One lady said, “Oh no! You can’t do that without hurting the baby. Please don’t hurt the baby. Give it to the other woman instead.”

“No,” said the wise king. “You are the real mommy. I can tell you love the baby most. You would rather give up the baby, instead of seeing it hurt. You may have the baby.”
Solomon used his special gift to find the real mommy of the baby.

Open the box, take out the paper, and read it to the children.

Wisdom means that you can serve God with your mind. It means that you are smart enough to do what God wants. It means that we know that God loves us and we want to do what He wants. *GOD IS OUR KING – use your mind to serve the King. 

Close with a short prayer.
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points.
What is the best gift you ever received? (Answers will vary. Be aware that children at this age are still very concrete and materialistic. Most will probably mention a favorite to. That’s okay.)

When God asked King Solomon what gift he would like, what did Solomon ask for? (Wisdom.)
How did God feel about Solomon’s gift? (Happy.)
What does “wisdom” mean? (Knowing right from wrong and knowing and learning about God and his love.)
How can we use our minds to serve God? (This will be a difficult question for young children to answer. You will need to do a lot of prompting. Give examples such as remembering to share a toy, thinking of ways to help Mom and Dad, and following a teacher’s directions. Remind the children that when they make mistakes, God still loves and forgives them.)

What if we don’t use our minds the way God wants us to and we choose to do something that is wrong? (We can be sorry for it and want to change. Because of Jesus, God forgives us when we make wrong choices. Always pray to Jesus and He will forgive us and help us use our minds to serve the King.)
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 Activity 1: “Happy/Sad Puppet” Craft
Supplies needed:  one small white paper plate per child; one tongue depressor for each child; cellophane tape; colour pencils

Give each child a paper plate and a tongue depressor. Have them tape the tongue depressor to the paper plate. Help them write their names on their puppets. Have the children color a happy face on one side of the puppet and a sad face on the other side. 
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Today we learned the special words: *GOD IS OUR KING – use your minds to serve the King. We’re going to practice using our minds to serve the King. 

I’m going to tell you some things my friend Danny did. I want you to think if what he did would make God happy, or if it would make God sad. If it would make God happy show me the puppet’s happy face. If it would make God sad, show the puppet’s sad face:

· Danny let his friend Tommy plays with his favorite car. 

· Danny hit his sister Jane.

· Danny helped his mother wash dishes.

· Danny saw some garbage outside and picked it up and threw it away.

· Danny threw a tantrum when his mother wouldn’t buy him candy.

· Danny remembered that Jesus loves him and he loves Jesus, too!

Activity 2: “Bread Crowns” Snack
Supplies needed:  one piece of bread cut into a crown shape for each child; tuna mixed with mayonnaise; carrots cut into small cubes; plastic knives; serviettes

Have the children spread tuna over their “crown” bread to make a “crown.” Then put the carrot cube at each point of the “crown.” As they work say,

This snack reminds me that *GOD IS OUR KING—use your mind to serve the King. How can we serve God?

Let the children eat their snacks.

Activity 3: “Beanbag” Game
Supplies needed:  beanbag; poster board game
Tell the children they are going to learn a game that helps them practice today’s special words *GOD IS OUR KING—use your mind to serve the King.
Have the children stand several feet away from the poster and take turns tossing the beanbag onto it. Each time, read what the poster says. Let the “thrower” decide if the action on the poster is right or wrong and if it serves God or not. Play as long as time permits.

When you are finished say:

We want to serve God our King because He loves us and we love him. Remember that when we make mistakes and are sorry, God loves and forgives us, because God is a wise and loving King.
Activity 4: “ Jump and Say”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board, marker, grid with words
Memory Verse: Psalm 47:2 ~ “The Lord is the great King over all the earth!”
Memory Verse Learning:

Recite the memory verse a few times. Lay the grid paper on the floor. Demonstrate to the children how to jump on the grid while calling out the words as according to the verse. Let every child have a turn. Finally, recite the verse together before prayer time.
	Psalm
	all
	47:2

	over 
	great
	the

	the
	The 
	earth

	Lord
	King
	is


Prayer Time:
Close with prayers asking God to help the children serve him by making wise choices. Have the children ask God to help them serve him by doing a good deed such as helping set the table, “taking care” of a younger sibling, or being kind to a friend.

[image: image12.wmf]Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)

Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera like voice.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Er puppet; samples of activities; Choose 2 or 3 songs from your church music library

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
[image: image13.wmf]Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:

“God is our King…”

Kids say:  



“…use your mind to serve the 

King.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: 
“God is our King…”
Xiao Er says: 


“…dance, shout and sing.”
Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: 
“Mmmm…cookies…” (drooling)

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “Use your mind to ding-a-ling-ling.”
Presenter says: 

“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

God is our King…”

Kids response: 


“…use your mind to serve the King.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  
“God is our King…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “God is our King – Use your mind to serve the King.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.
Lesson 17

Large Group Opening:

· Ting Ting puppet

· kindergarten school work with a star on it

· beautifully decorated “treasure” box, large enough to hold the following items:

· wad of Monopoly or play money

· bag of sweets
· inflated balloon

· smaller gift-wrapped box containing a paper with “wisdom” written on it (Gift-wrap a computer paper box and decorate it with inexpensive beads. Wrap the lid separately.)

· happy/sad puppet (like the ones children will be making during the small group application)

· [image: image14.wmf]crown
· king’s costume
Small Group Application:
Activity 1:

· one small white paper plate per child

· one tongue depressor for each child

· cellophane tape

· colour pencils
Activity 2:
· one piece of bread cut into a crown shape for each child

· tuna mixed with mayonnaise 

· carrots cut into small cubes

· plastic knives

· serviettes
Activity 3:

· beanbag

· poster board game—Divide a poster board into 12 sections and paste the pictures provided on page 11, 12
      Activity 4:

· white board

· marker

· grid with memory verse

Large Group Wrap-up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· samples of activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:
· two or three songs from your church music library
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*If you have a peanut free program, substitute other sweets for the M&Ms.





Date: 	_____________________


Series:  	God Is Our King (Sept-Nov)


	Year 1, Lesson 17





Solomon’s Wisdom Is God’s Wisdom





Play with water in nice clothes





*If you have a peanut free program, substitute other candies such as Skittles for the M&M’s.





Enjoy sharing with others





“Sayang” the elderly





Whine to play computer





Tell your mom, 


“I love you”





Love God 


because He loves you





Call your brother or sister a mean name





Tell Jesus sorry for doing wrong





Put chewing gum on someone’s hair





Help tidy the house





Throw a temper tantrum





Help prepare dinner
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