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Take Home Point: *GOD IS POWERFUL – Trust God’s power… Cool!
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: Daniel 3
Jesus Link: We have Jesus’ power with us always.

We will help children know:

· The story of the three men and the fiery furnace.

· Just as God was with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the furnace, He is with us, too.

· We can trust in God’s power to take care of us.

We will help the children feel:
· Confident in God’s power.

· Trust in God to take care of them.

· Desire to follow God.

We will help the children do:
· Take a trust walk as a reminder to follow God.

· Talk about times when they can trust in God’s power.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3-4

4
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	Puppet Presentation:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· Cool-looking sunglasses for Xiao Hung
· broad candle

· two matches

Bible Event:

· two “fire dryers” 

· two extension cords

Option 1: Daniel and His Friends, Group’s Bible Big Book and a white child-sized robe

Option 2: In the Fire, a Gospel Illusion story by Dock Haley Gospel Magic. Order at www.gospelmagic.com.

	Small Group Application
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5

6
6
6


	Activity 1: “Trust Walk” Game

Activity 2:  “Cool Fan” Craft

Activity 3:  “Fire Bricks” Snack

Activity 4: “Save the Ball”
Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· blindfold

Activity 2:
· one photocopied pattern per child (See appendix.)

· red, yellow, and orange colour pencils

· stapler

Activity 3:

· serviettes
· 8 or 10 “pillow” biscuits per child

· red preserved snacks
Activity 4:

· white board
· marker

· rubber ball

	Large Group Wrap-up
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7
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	· Xiao Er puppet

· samples from small group activities

· choose two  or  three songs from your church music library


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. 

Choose two to three songs. 

Large Group Opening: (15 minutes)
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; Cool-looking sunglasses for Xiao Hung; broad candle; two matches

Puppet Presentation: 
Note: This week, because of the nature of the puppet presentation, it is written as a dialogue. Feel free to improvised and adapt the script to your program.

Xiao Hung comes out wearing sunglasses.

Leader: 
How are you today, Xiao Hung?

Xiao Hung:
I’m cool.

Leader: 
How’s Ting Ting?

Xiao Hung: 
She’s cool.

Leader:
 I’m glad you could make it to Sunday school today, Xiao Hung.

Xiao Hung:
It’s cool to be here. (Looks around.) The kids are cool. (Looks around and points at several objects in the worship center, remarking that each object is cool.)

Leader: 
Xiao Hung, I want to show you something that is way cool. (Picks up a candle from the altar and lights it.)

Xiao Hung: 
(Confused.) But candles are hot.

Leader: 
You’re right, Xiao Hung. Candles are hot. But they remind me of the coolest thing of all. God’s power is cool! Watch this, Xiao Hung. (Lights another match using the candle. After a moment, blows it out.) Fire is powerful and dangerous. I sure wouldn’t want to be burned by it. In fact, boys and girls, remember not to play with matches. I wouldn’t want any of you to get hurt.  I wanted to show you fire today, because in our Bible event, we are going to learn about three boys who were thrown into a fire. Remember I said God’s power is cool? Guess what? God’s power kept them from being burned! Now that’s cool! Today we are going to learn *GOD IS POWERFUL – trust God’s power. Cool!

Bible Event: 

Supplies needed:  two “fire dryers” ; two extension cords; Option 1: Daniel and His Friends, Group’s Bible Big Book and a white child-sized robe; Option 2: In the Fire, a Gospel Illusion story by Dock Haley Gospel Magic. Order at www.gospelmagic.com.
Introduce the story. Turn on the blow dryers at full power and blow them at the children. They will be hot, but not hot enough to hurt the children. Have the children imagine how hot a fiery furnace must be. Tell them that today they are going to hear a story about three men who were thrown into a fiery furnace because they prayed to God. But, they didn’t burn because God is powerful. Teach the children the take home point. *GOD IS POWERFUL – trust God’s power. Cool!
Option 1: 

Read the Bible event, using the story from the back of the Bible Big Book: Daniel and His Friends. Before the story, have one boy come forward to be the fourth person in the fire. Have him dress in the robe. When the three boys are thrown into the fire, pick three boys to come forward. Have two shepherds blow the fire dryers on them. When the fourth person enters the fire, have the child with the robe join them. Be sure to use a lot of voice inflection and enthusiasm. At the end of each page, say:

This reminds me, * GOD IS POWERFUL – trust God’s power. Cool!
Encourage the children to help you with the second half of the phrase. Then thank the children for their help, and end with a brief prayer.

Option 2: 

Use the gospel illusion, In the Fire, as a way to tell this Bible event. A script is attached to this most remarkable illusion, or trick, that shows three men being placed in the fire and then, mysteriously, a fourth appears. You need not be a magician or an illusionist to do this. See resources for ordering information. At the end of the story, review the take home point. * GOD IS POWERFUL – trust God’s power. Cool!
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What problem did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego have in the Bible event? (They wouldn’t worship a statue, so they were thrown into a fiery furnace.)

How did God show He was powerful? (God kept them cool and safe. He kept them from being burned.)

What problems do you have? (Answers will vary.)

Who can help you with your problems? Why? (God. He is powerful.)
Activity 1: “Trust Walk” Game
Supplies needed:  blindfold

Tell the children that they are going to take turns doing a trust walk. You will blindfold them and lead them around the room. They need to trust that you will keep them safe. Take turns doing the activity. If some children are hesitant to use the blindfold, let them close their eyes for the trust walk.

When you are finished, tell the children they needed to trust that you would take care of them and keep them safe when they were blindfolded. Explain that, in the same way, we need to trust God to take care of us, even when we have hard problems. We can remember God is powerful and Jesus is always with us, so we can trust God. Practice the take home point. * GOD IS POWERFUL—trust God’s power. Cool!
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Activity 2: “Cool Fan” Craft
Supplies needed:  one photocopied pattern per child (See appendix.); red, yellow, and orange colour pencils; stapler

Have the children color the sheet on both sides to look like fire. Then fold the page in an alternating pattern, to make a “cool fan.” Be sure the take home point words are facing out. Explain that the fan is a reminder that * GOD IS POWERFUL – trust God’s power. Cool!

Activity 3: “Fire Bricks” Snack
Supplies needed:  serviettes; 8 or 10 “pillow” biscuits per child; red preserved snacks

Pass out the red ginger to each child. Are they hot? Pass out the “pillow” biscuits and let the children arranged a campfire site, then add red ginger as fire. Fire is definitely hot! Review the story and remind the children of the take home point. * GOD IS POWERFUL – trust God’s power. Cool!
Activity 4: “Save the Ball”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board, marker, rubber ball
Memory Verse:  Psalm 54:1 ~ God, save me because of who You are.
Memory Verse Learning:
Recite the memory verse a few times with the children. Have the children to stand in a circle. Then, get the children to throw the ball to one of their friends. The receiver of the ball has to recite the verse as soon as he/she gets the ball. Play this game until everyone has a turn. 
Tell the children that as they catch the ball, sometimes they will miss. But God who is Al-powerful will never miss saving us when we trust Him.
Prayer Time: 

Have the children pray for different problems they face and ask God to help them trust him. End with the Lord’s Prayer.


Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera like voice.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Er puppet; samples from small group activities; choose two or three songs from your church music library

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then, the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.


Presenter says to kids:

“God is powerful…”

Kids say:  


 
“…trust God’s power. Cool!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:
 “God is powerful…”
Xiao Er says: 

“I TRUST that you will 


hand over the snack.”
Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “Don’t try to eat a school bus for lunch.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “Fire is hot, but pillow biscuits are yummy.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample:  “I save the ball and God saves me.”
Presenter says: 

“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

God is powerful…”

Kids’ response: 

“…trust God’s power. Cool!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  
“God is powerful…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, 
mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “GOD IS POWERFUL– TRUST GOD’S POWER. COOL!”
Presenter says to Xiao Er: 
Good job, Xiao Er! 

Xiao Er can leave stage or join in the prayer and song.

Presenter: 
We want to welcome all our guests today and thank them for coming.

(If you give guests a gift for coming, do it now.)

Supplies:

Quantity (()

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· cool-looking sunglasses for Xiao Hung
· broad candle

· two matches
· two, “fire dryers” (Blow dryers decorated by taping orange, red, and yellow streamers near the mouths of the dryers.)

· two extension cords
· Option 1: Daniel and His Friends, Group’s Bible Big Book and a white child-sized robe

· Option 2: In the Fire, a Gospel Illusion story by Dock Haley Gospel Magic. Order at www.gospelmagic.com.

Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· blindfold

Activity 2:
· one photocopied pattern per child (see attached)

· red, yellow, and orange colour pencils
· stapler

Activity 3:

· serviettes
· 8 or 10 “pillow” biscuits per child

· red preserved snacks, e.g. ginger or rose snack (These two types can be purchased at supermarket, at the sections that sell snacks by gram.)
Activity 4:

· white board
· marker

· rubber ball

Large Group Wrap-up:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· samples from small group activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:

· choose two or three songs from church library

God is powerful—trust God’s power. COOL!





Date:     ________________________


Series:  God Is Powerful
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Three Men 


and the 


Fiery Furnace





 ***CAUTION: Be aware of food allergies children may have, before you give them anything to eat.





Activity 2: Cool Fan





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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