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Take Home Point: *We are here to become like Christ.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: 2 Corinthians 3:18b, Philippians 2:5
Key Verse: Philippians 2:5: “Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.”
We will help kids know: 

· We need to rely on the Holy Spirit to change us.

· We learn from the Bible what Jesus is like.

· Others can help us be more like Jesus by being good examples of what Jesus did.

· Jesus lives within us so we might become more like him

We will help kids feel:
· Excited to follow Jesus as someone they want to become like.

· Awed that Jesus himself wants to live in us.

We will help kids do:
· Identify heroes they have tried to imitate.

· Play an imitation game that will help illustrate how they can imitate Jesus.

· Identify and share practical ways they can imitate Jesus.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	What makes a superhero super? What was the most heroic thing Jesus ever did? Do you want to be a superhero? God created you to be like Jesus.
	· superhero comic book or some other superhero novelty item


	Large Group
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9-10


	Overview

Object Lesson:  “Becoming Like Christ” 


	· mystery box (box wrapped to look like a gift)

· the script for dramatic presentation 

· an empty clear two-liter bottle with a screw on cap 

· two-liter bottle covered with paper that reads “Holy Spirit” and is filled with one-half isopropyl alcohol and one-half water 

· funnel

· envelope filled with metallic confetti (Especially effective would be cross shaped confetti.)

· Bible

· candle in a candle holder

· match

	Small Group Application
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	Kids will partner up to put a puzzle together. One partner knows the solution and tells the other how to solve the puzzle. It’s hard to solve the puzzle when you can’t see the design. The same is true with the purpose for our lives. We need the Holy Spirit, the Bible, and other people to show us the design for being like Jesus.
 
	· tangram pattern (see page 6) printed on card stock

· scissors

· tangram puzzles

· tangram puzzle solution for every two children

· envelopes or paper clips to take tangram pieces home

· “People I Know Who Have the Fruit of the Spirit” for each child (see page 7)

· pencils


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.

“To grab the kids’ attention, hold up a superhero comic book or some other superhero novelty item. Discuss the topic of superheroes.
Who’s your favorite superhero? What is it that makes your superhero so super? (Stronger than most people, saves others, rescues people.)
Would you say Jesus is or was a superhero? Why or why not? (He calmed storms, healed the sick, raised the dead, died for our sins, rose from the dead; he DIDN’T fly through the air, fight crime, wear a mask.)
When Jesus was a 10-11 year old, do you think he showed any signs of being a superhero? If he were in your class at school as a 10-11 year-old today, how do you think he would stand out – what kinds of things would he do? (Help kids get along, be helpful with teacher, defend kids who are picked on, invite unchurched kids to church, confront evil.)
What would you say was the most heroic thing Jesus ever did? (Died on the cross, rose from the dead.) What was heroic about that? (He sacrificed his own safety/comfort to suffer in my place so I don’t have to suffer the penalty for my sin.)
Would you be surprised to know that God wants you to be like Jesus? Does that mean you could be a superhero in the way Jesus was?

Do you want to be a superhero too? How can we be superheroes? (Use the events in our daily lives to do God’s work and help others.)
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Large Group: 20-30 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
Songs

Offering

Bible Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:18b and Philippians 2:5

Invite two excellent readers forward to read these verses.
Prayer Introducing Take Home Point: *We were created to become like Christ.

Object Lesson:  “Becoming Like Christ” 

Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?

Read Philippians 2:5. What kind of attitude should we have? (The same as Jesus.)

What was Jesus’ attitude? (Read Philippians 2:7. Become a servant.)
Let’s go on to read 2 Corinthians 5:17. Who is a new creation? (A believer in Christ.) What new thing has come into existence? (New way of living.)

Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. What are you being transformed into? (The likeness of Jesus.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
What are people like when they are new creations in Christ? (Look at the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23. In Christ we have the power to be loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-controlled.)

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?
Application Activity:
Tangram Puzzle

Everyone partner up with someone in the group. Sit on the floor with your partner with your backs together. 

While the kids get organized, pass out a set of tangram pieces to each child and a solution page to only one child in each pair.  

Here’s what we are going to do with our shapes. One of you has the solution to the puzzle along with the puzzle pieces, and the other partner only has the pieces. Turn your pieces over so you can’t see any printed words. When I tell you to start, I want the people with the solutions to give directions to their partner to tell them how to use the pieces to make the picture. No peeking allowed! You can only tell your partner how to put the shapes together; you can’t help your partner or show them the picture.

Okay, everyone start! 

Allow about three to five minutes.

What happened? (It’s frustrating when you can’t see the design.) 
Why was this so hard to do? (It’s easier to get a clear picture when you can see what you’re trying to make.)

How is this puzzle game like Jesus Christ in our lives? (We are being shaped into the likeness of Jesus. God’s Holy Spirit does that, but we need a clear picture. We get that clear picture from the Bible. Also, other people can show us great examples of being like Christ.)
Give each student a copy of the handout “People I Know Who Have the Fruit of the Spirit.” Have them complete the sheet, then lead a discussion about the people they listed. Then reinforce take home point. 

*We were created to become like Christ.

Prayer Time: 

Pray for some things the children can do to be filled with Christ with the attitude of service and love for one another.

[image: image11.jpg]CHRIST



Tangram Pattern: 
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Tangram Solution:



People I Know Who Display the

Fruit of the Spirit
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

--Galatians 5:22-23

1. Love

2. Joy

3. Peace

4. Patience

5. Kindness

6. Goodness

7. Faithfulness

8. Gentleness

9. Self-Control

“Becoming Like Christ”

Dramatic Presentation
Inside the mystery box (a large box wrapped to resemble a gift) are the following objects:

· An empty clear two-liter bottle with a screw on cap 

· A two-liter bottle filled with one-half isopropyl alcohol and one-half water (This bottle needs to be covered with paper that reads “The Holy Spirit.)

· A funnel

· An envelope filled with metallic confetti (Especially effective would be cross shaped confetti.)

· Bible

· Candle in a candle holder

· A match

The following script is pulled out of the mystery box and read like directions. 

Presenter:
This is directions for how someone is to become like Christ. First, begin with the empty bottle—that’s you. Our lives are empty until God fills us with his presence. He does that by sending his Holy Spirit into our lives. (Places funnel into opening of the empty two-liter bottle, and pours in the “Holy Spirit mix.”) The Holy Spirit comes to us so we can believe and trust in Jesus. 

(Pours the confetti into the two-liter bottle and replaces cap.) The Holy Spirit fills us with Jesus, who gave his life for us and now lives in us. When you trust in Jesus as your Savior, you believe that he died on the cross to take away your sin. You also believe he is alive and will live in your heart. Then you start to change. You begin to look and act more like Jesus. This is just like this confetti in the bottle. The Bible says, “We are being changed into his image with ever-increasing glory. This comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18b.)

Sometimes God will shake us up to make us more like Jesus. (Shakes the two-liter bottle.) He might shake us up with problems. God has a purpose behind every bad thing that happens to us. He can use these things to develop our character. God wants us to turn and run to him when we have bad times. But God does not allow any problem without his permission. He uses problems for good even when Satan or others want to hurt or harm us.  

God can bring good out of the ugliest or worst problems. He proved this when Jesus rose to life again after he died so horribly on the cross. Jesus had an attitude of being a servant and being obedient to what God wanted when he went to the cross. We can become like Christ and do the same. The Bible says in Philippians 2:5, “Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.” 

Since God intends to make us like Jesus, we may have to go through some of the same things Jesus did. Jesus was tempted, was lonely at times, was criticized and rejected. But even when God allows bad things to happen to us, he promises to always be with us. God will give us the power to respond to circumstances like Jesus would. Jesus focused on God’s plan not his pain. That is how he could endure the cross for us. 

(Takes the Bible from the mystery box and sets it on display table.) Third, we learn from the Bible how we can become like Christ. What’s really cool is that since we’ve been filled with Jesus on the inside, we can start to become more and more like Jesus on the outside. We learn how to do that as we follow the Bible. 

(Sets a candle on the Bible and lights it.) Let me give you an example. The Bible says that Jesus came into the world and said “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have a life filled with light and will never live in the dark.” (John 8:12.) How many of you are following him?  Guess what he says about you. “You are the light for the world.” (Matthew 5:14.) This means that Jesus lives inside you and shines out for all to see. Remember *we are here to become like Christ. If he is the light of the world and he lives in you, then you become a little light as well.

Let’s review what we’ve learned. (Refers to the objects.) We have a purpose. *We are here to become like Christ. First we have learned that we can be filled with the Holy Spirit, who gives us the power to believe in Jesus just like this bottle is filled. (Points to bottle.)
Second, we learned that God might shake us up with circumstances to cause us to depend on him and to develop our character. (Shakes the bottle.)
Third, the Bible tells us all about Jesus. For an example, just like Jesus said he id the light of the world, what did he say about those who believe in him? Right! We are the light of the world, too, because Jesus is living in us. (Points to candle on Bible.) *We are here to become like Christ.
Date:   _____________________


Series:  YMI Here? Lesson 4 (Special Series)
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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