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Warm-Up:
Have you ever wondered why there are so many types of common household articles? Take paper for example. I look around my room and see writing paper, tissue paper, computer printer paper, school paper, napkins, magazines, books, note cards, envelopes, “sticky” notes, newspapers, and more. Why so many different types of paper? Because each one performs a unique function. Each is designed with a specific purpose in mind. And while some substitutions can work, it would not be wise to use a napkin as an envelope to mail a letter, or to use a magazine to wipe your hands after eating finger food. It works best when we use items as designed for their intended purpose.
Read: Ephesians 2:8-10

Observation (What happened?):
How much of what we do is part of our rescue from sin and death?

Whose workmanship are those “created in Christ Jesus”?
Interpretation (What does it mean?):
What do you think it means to be “created in Christ Jesus”?

How does God prepare us to do good works?

Insight:
A number of years ago, it was popular for Christians to wear a button with the letters “PBPGINFWMY”. It stood for “Please Be Patient; God Is Not Finished With Me Yet.” As Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (NIV) The Greek word translated “workmanship” is also used to describe a “work of art." We are God’s work of art, and each of us is an individually created masterpiece designed specifically for his purpose. In our competitive culture it is sometimes easy to see only what we consider our weaknesses or inabilities. Satan uses that to discourage us from pursuing and accomplishing the good works for which God has prepared us. But as Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’" (NIV) Everything about you is an essential part of God’s masterpiece, to be prepared and used for his purpose.
Application (What does it mean to me?):
Think of one good work you have done this past week to please and serve God and others.

Spend some time thanking God for making you just the way you are and preparing you to do good works for him.
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