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Take Home Point: *We are here to love God.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: Mark 12:30
Key Verse: Mark 12:30: “So love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 

We will help kids know: 

· Love is a natural response to being loved.

· Worship is God saying, “I love you” to us and us saying to him “I love you, too!”

· Worship is a daily activity of loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  

· We love God because he first loved us, not because we’re forced to do so.

We will help kids feel:
· Awed by God’s love for them.

· Inspired to love God with all their being.

We will help kids do:
· Grapple with the question, “What is the one thing we can give God that he does not already own?” (Our worship.)
· Identify things they can do in everyday life to love God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.

· Make a 3-D box as a reminder of their love for God through worship.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up

[image: image6.png]Small Square Box

anj9
£ Z
3 -
2 X
@« !
| .
|
|
|
|
| k-]
| £
| =
|
|
|
|
+ Cut along the solid lines. !
*Fold along the dashed lines. .
* Stamp or embellish as desired. _g 3
(2] 'O
+ Glue flaps “A”, “B”, “C” and “D” \
to the inside sides to create the !
bottom and sides of the box. '
t .
3
(] 'S
a2 <





	3-4


	Play a game called “I Love It” with the kids listing things they love. This will start the group thinking about things they really love. Ask the kids to think about the difference between loving something and someone.


	· watch with a second hand or “Scattergories” game timer

· one “I Love It” category card for each child (see page 13

· pencils



	Large Group
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	Overview

Attention Grabber: Riddles

Interactive Presentation: “What Worship Looks Like!”
	· overhead transparency that reads: FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.
· four cut-out hearts that can be affixed to a child


	Small Group Application

[image: image2.jpg]



	5-8


	God’s love for us is very deep and very wide, and we can love God with all of ourselves—our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Children will make a three-dimensional box to remind them of God’s love for us and our love for him.


	· box pattern printed on cardstock for each child (See page 8 for pattern.)

· scissors

· glue sticks

· crayons and markers


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.

“I Love It!” - A Word Game

Determine who in your group has a birthday closest to today. Have that person pick any consonant besides Q, X, or Z. Once he has announced his choice, give the following instructions.

We are going to play a game called “I Love It!” that is similar to Milton Bradley’s Scattergories game. People often say, “I love ice cream” or “I love football.” Everyone will create a list of ten things they love. Each item on your list will match a category printed on the category cards I’m about to give you. Each card has the same ten categories as all the other cards. Each item on your list will start with the letter our birthday celebrity just chose. 

Remind the group what letter was chosen. 

Your goal will be to choose one item that no one else will choose for each category. When the time is up, we’ll stop writing and each person will read his list. Anyone who wrote down the same item as someone else has to cross it off his list.
Once everybody has read through the items on their lists, count the number of items on your list that did not get crossed off. The person with the highest number wins.

The item you write down has to legitimately connect to the category you write it for. If there’s any disagreement about whether an item fits the category, I will be the judge. For example, if the category was “oceans” and somebody wrote “Mississippi River,” I would decide whether “Mississippi River” is a legitimate “oceans” item. 

You will have 60 seconds to complete as many “I love it” items as possible. Write one item for each category. When you receive your category card, turn it face down until I tell you to turn it over.

Distribute the category cards and pencils, making sure kids keep their cards face down until everyone has one. Answer any questions. Then have the kids turn their cards over and start writing.
Categories on Category Card:

1. Things you can climb

2. Things you eat

3. Things you play with 

4. Things at school 

5. Pets 

6. Sports


7. Things people drive

8. Things that fly

9. Things you plug in

10. Things people have in their bedrooms


After 60 seconds, call time and have everyone put his pencil down. Have each child read from his category card this way:  

“The category is things you can climb. I LOVE _________. 

After each item is read aloud, see if anybody else wrote the same thing for that category. If so, everyone who did crosses the item off his list. If no one else wrote that item for that category, the reader gets a point for that item, unless you disqualify it as not being legitimate.

After you have completed the game, ask: 

Which of the things on your list do you really love? 

Then talk about the concept of love for a few minutes.

What is the difference between loving something (like on your list) and someone?

Large Group: 20-30 minutes
Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
Songs

Offering
Attention Grabber: Riddles

Prayer Introducing Take Home Point: *We are here to love God.

Interactive Presentation: “What Worship Looks Like!”

Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes

Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Again ask the riddle: 

What is the one thing God does not own that you own, and the only way he can receive it is if you give it to him? (Your worship. Worship is the way we show God we love him.)
Observation Questions: What happened?
Ask students to look up Mark 12:28-34. Have one or two kids read it aloud.
Jesus tells us to love the Lord our God with our whole self. What four things does Jesus list to describe our whole self? (Mark 12:30. Heart, soul, mind, and strength.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
Why do you think Jesus says to love God this way? (We are to love God with the whole breadth and depth of our being.)

Can you make someone love you? (No. Discuss.)

Why do you love the people you do?

Have kids identify the two or three people in their life they love more than anyone else. Ask them why they love those people. Most of their reasoning will probably be because the people they identified have shown love to them.

How can you get someone to choose to love you? (By being kind to them, doing things for them, by loving them first)

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

What has God done that leads you to choose to love him? 

This is a great opportunity to review the Apostle’s Creed, which is a wonderful summary of all the things the Bible tells us God has done for us. 

· The Father created us and gives us everything we need to survive and thrive.

· Jesus died for our forgiveness and rose to assure us of eternity.

· The Holy Spirit brings us to faith and strengthens us for daily living.

Application Activity: Make a three-dimensional box

In today’s activity, kids will make a three-dimensional box to show how we are to love God in our full dimension. Each of the four sides of the box corresponds with the four dimensions of our love for God: our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

This box can also be described as a gift box. It then becomes a reminder of God’s gift of love to us through the death of his Son, Jesus Christ, and the gift of love we give back to him.
Today we are going to make a box to remind us how deep and wide and high God’s love is for us and how we can, in turn, love God with all of ourselves—our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  

Pass out the box pattern, scissors, and glue sticks. Have children look at the pattern and ask:

What does this pattern look like? (A cross.) Yes. God loves us so deeply that he sent his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for us. In response to his love, we can worship God with our whole being. We can love him with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all of our strength.
Explain to the kids to cut only on the solid lines along the edges of the pattern. Have kids wait to fold and glue it until after they’ve had a chance to put an illustration on each of the four sides: heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

Use glue sticks on the lettered flaps and glue them to the inside of the box. The words and heart will also be on the inside of the box. Do not glue the flap without lettering. This will become the lid that can be opened and closed.

While making the boxes, ask these open-ended questions:

If you could take a picture of loving God with all your heart, what would it look like? What would it look like to love God with all your soul? Describe how you could love God with all of your mind. With all of your strength. 

Going Deeper:

When we look at our box, we don’t see a flat square but a fuller three-dimensional cube. Something that is three-dimensional has length, height, width, and depth. We worship God when we love him to our fullest, when we love him with all the height and depth we possibly can.  

Open the lid and look inside your box. What is the first thing you see when you look inside at the bottom (or depth) of your box? (The heart and cross.) What does that make you think of? (God’s love for us in sending Jesus to die on the cross.) At the very depth of our love for God is believing that he first loved us.

Notice that the sides of your box (its height) have the words: heart, soul, mind, and strength. Out of our response to God’s love for us, we love him back with our whole self. That is our act of worship.

If time is available, have kids decorate the outsides of their boxes. They might write phrases such as: “Love the Lord your God will all your…”, “I love God because he first loved me,”  “YMI here?” “I am here to love God,” etc. 

Encourage the kids to take their box home and place it somewhere they will see it everyday. This is a reminder to worship God by loving him with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.  
Today we learned that *we are here to love God.

Prayer Time:

Before prayer point out that all aspects of worship, or loving God, come together when we pray. We think about what we are saying to God, our desires are for God, our posture is humble and helpful, and the very deepest part of ourselves comes out when we pray. Then pray about ways we can show our love to God throughout the week and beyond.




Large Group

Attention Grabber

“IQ Test”
You are participating in a race. You overtake the second person. In what position do you finish? (Second.)
If you overtake the last person, then you arrive in what place? (You can’t overtake the last person. You’re not very good at this, are you?)
Very tricky math! This riddle must be done in your head only. Do not write it down. 

1)    Take 1000 and…

2)    Add 40 to it.

3)    Now add another 1000.

4)    Now add 30.

5)    Another 1000.

6)    Now add 20.

7)    Now add another 1000.

8)    Now add 10.

9)    What is the total? (Most will say 5,000.  the correct answer is 4,100)
“Riddle of the F’s”

Here's a quick test of intelligence. There are no tricks to this test and it looks pretty simple. But let's see how you do!

I will show you a sentence. Count the F’s in the sentence as you read it to yourself. Count them only once. Then close your eyes until I tell you to open them. Do not go back and count them again. 

On an overhead show the following for ten seconds or less:

FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.
How many F’s did you see? (Six. Many people don’t see all six because they fail to hear the F sound in the word “of.”)

“Riddle of the Day”

The point to all the riddles is to get us ready to answer one riddle that is very important.

What is the one thing God does not own that you own, and the only way he can receive it is if you give it to him?
Kids might answer love or praise. Tell them they are correct, but there is a word that describes God saying “I love you,” to us and our saying, “I love you, God.” Hint: It is a type of a boat but it does not float. (Worship.)

“What Worship Looks Like!”

Interactive Presentation

Ask for a volunteer. Have the volunteer stand in the middle or in front of the group.

We are asking, “Why is (child’s name) here on earth?” God made him and put him here for a purpose. (Child’s name) is so important to God that he sent his own Son, Jesus, into the world so that Jesus could give his life for (child’s name).

When (child’s name) believes that Jesus gave his life for him, he is so filled with God’s love that he wants to worship God. We worship God when we show him how much we love him.

As you continue to teach that we love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, use paper cutout hearts that the volunteer can affix to himself to help visualize heart, soul, mind, and strength.

Let’s see how (child’s name) can worship God with his entire person. He can worship, not just one time of the week but the entire week long. 

The Bible says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart.” (Have the volunteer attach a heart to the chest area.) The heart refers to the place where you have your feelings and desires. (Child’s name) worships God with his heart when going to church on Sunday morning, singing songs, and talking to God. This is a way of telling God, “I love you with all my heart. ”

(Have the volunteer attach another heart to his chest.) God also tells us we should love him with all our soul. Our soul is the very deepest part of our thoughts and feelings. This is the deepest part of our desires. (Child’s name), have you ever had deep secrets that you wanted to talk to God about? You can love God with all your soul by praying to him and having Jesus fill up your soul.

(Have the volunteer attach a heart to his head.) Loving God with our mind means we can think about him and learn more about him. What book would you read to learn more about God? Right, it’s the Bible. You can love God by reading the Bible and learning his word. Anytime you use your mind or what you think to serve God, it’s a way of loving him with your mind.

(Have the volunteer attach a heart to his biceps.) What does it mean to love God with all of your strength? Can you think of ways you can serve God by using your body? Are there things you can do to help at church by using your strength? What about things you can do to help at home? These are some ways to show you love God with all your strength.

Loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength is loving him with all that you have. It is giving him everything. This is worship; giving everything you have and are to God.

 

Word Game Category Card

1. Things you can climb: ______________________

2. Things you eat: ___________________________

3. Things you play with: ______________________

4. Things at school: _________________________

5. Pets: ___________________________________

6. Sports: _________________________________

7. Things people drive: _______________________

8. Things that fly: ___________________________

9. Things you plug in: ________________________

10. Things people have in their bedroom: 
_______________________________________

Word Game Category Card

1. Things you can climb: ______________________

2. Things you eat: ___________________________

3. Things you play with: ______________________

4. Things at school: _________________________

5. Pets: ___________________________________

6. Sports: _________________________________

7. Things people drive: _______________________

8. Things that fly: ___________________________

9. Things you plug in: ________________________

10. Things people have in their bedroom: ______________________________________

Date:   _____________________


Series:  YMI Here? Lesson 2 (Special Series)





Worship





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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