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Take Home Point: *We are here to help others meet Jesus.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: John 1:40-46
Key Verse: Colossians 4:5: “Be wise in the way you act you toward those who are outside the Christian faith. Make the most of your opportunities.”
We will help kids know: 

· They can help others meet Jesus.

· They will know a simple gospel presentation.

We will help kids feel:
· Confident to share the good news of Jesus.

· Joyful that God would use them to bring others to meet Jesus.

We will help kids do:
· Identify some friends with whom they will share Jesus.
· Use Friendship Cards to share their faith with a friend.
THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up

[image: image6.jpg]For God so loved
that he gave
his only Son,

that if
believes in him,
shall not perish
but would have
everlasting life.
John 3:16

For God so loved
that he gave
his only Son,

that if
believes in him,
shall not perish
but would have
everlasting life.
John 3:16

For God so loved
that he gave
his only Son,

that if
believes in him,
shall not perish
but would have
everlasting life.
John 3:16

For God so loved
that he gave
his only Son,
that if
believes in him,
shall not perish
but would have
everlasting life.
John 3:16




	3


	Friends are important. Do your friends know about Jesus? What will you do to help them meet your friend, Jesus?


	· set of Conversation Cards for each group (see page 7)


	Large Group
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	Overview

Interactive Object Lesson: “Candy Find”
Bible Presentation: John 1:40-46
Teaching Session: “We Are Here to Help Others Meet Jesus”

	· bowl of candy

· sign that reads, ”Want a piece of candy? Great! Have one! Please tell a friend where to get some also.” 

· Bible

· Friendship Card 


	Small Group Application
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	Since we care about our friends, we want them to know Jesus as their Savior. God made us for the purpose of sharing the good news of Jesus. The children will make Friendship Cards to help evangelize to their friends.

	· three Friendship Cards for each student 
· copies of “Witnessing: What Works Well for You” (page 8)


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.

For this activity you will need a set of Conversation Cards. 

Many of us have friends with us today in this class, but there are probably some friends of ours who are not here with us today. 

While we’re doing the next activity, I want you to think about what a friend is really like and why friends are special. We’re going to draw from this stack of Conversation Cards and answer some questions about friends.

Option 1: Use with a group of four to seven kids.  

Have each participant (including you) take a turn drawing from the stack of Conversation Cards, reading the question, and answering from his perspective. Ask everyone to listen without commenting. Continue going through the stack of cards, expecting kids will draw different cards as the process is repeated.

Option 2: Use with a group of eight or more kids. 

Have kids pair up and give each set of partners a different card. Have kids discuss their answers with their partner. After a few minutes have partners read their question and share their answers with the group. 
After this activity say: 

Friends are very important to us. Think about your very best friend or a few of your closest friends. Do they know Jesus? Do you want them to be in heaven with you forever? What will you do to help this happen?

Today we will learn that *we are here to help others meet Jesus.

Large Group: 20-30 minutes
Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
Songs

Offering 

Prayer Introducing Take Home Point: *We are here to help others meet Jesus. 

Interactive Object Lesson: “Candy Find”
Bible Presentation: John 1:40-46
Teaching Session: “We Are Here to Help Others Meet Jesus” 

This teaching session explores three simple ways to help friends meet Jesus. 

Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?

Have kids open their Bibles to John 1:40-46.

Who did Andrew bring to meet Jesus? (John 1: 40-42. His brother, Simon Peter.)

Andrew told Simon, “We have found the ______!” (John 1:41. Messiah.) What does Messiah mean? (The Anointed One. The Promised One.)
What did Jesus say to Philip? (John 1:43. “Follow me!”)

After Philip followed Jesus, whom did he tell about Jesus? (John 1:45. Nathanael.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
What did Andrew and Philip do before they told their friends about Jesus? (They followed Jesus. They became his disciples.)

In John 1:39, Andrew spent the morning with Jesus. How did Andrew change after he heard Jesus’ teaching? (He became concerned for his friends. He was excited to share the good news with them.)

What did he do because he was concerned? (He told them the good news of meeting Jesus, the Messiah, and brought them to Jesus.)

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?
What also do we need to do before telling our friends about Jesus? (We too must become his followers.)

Colossians 4:5 says, “Be wise in the way you act toward those who are outside the Christian faith. Make the most of your opportunities.” Who are people that are outside the Christian faith? (People who don’t know Jesus as their Savior.)

What does it mean to make the most of your opportunities? (Be pleasant. Show love to others like Jesus would. Especially be willing to listen to other’s ideas about God and Jesus. Then you know better what things to talk about when you share what the Bible teaches.)

Application Activity 1: “Witnessing: What Works Well for You?”

Pass out copies of the page “Witnessing: What Works Well for You?” Have the kids work on them according to the directions on the page.

Then as a group, share your answers in the following way. First each person looks where he put a +. Read aloud the alphabet and group members will raise their hand when the letter is read that they have marked with a +. Then each group member can read the activity and briefly tell why this activity is a favorite. 

For the second round, Read aloud the alphabet while group members raise their hand when the letter is read that they have marked with a (.Then each group member can read the activity and briefly tell why this activity is one he is uncomfortable with. 

Finally, continue in the same way reading through the alphabet. The group members do the same as before, only this time for the activities marked with a ?.

Application Activity 2: “Friendship Cards”

Pass out at least three Friendship Cards to each child. Ask the children to write their own name on a card and keep it on their dresser or tape it to their bedroom mirror as a reminder of God’s love for them. Point out that this verse is John 3:16 (NIV), but instead of reading “God so loved the world” we are replacing a person’s name for the word “world.” The cards will read: “For God so loved ____ that he gave ____ his only Son, that if ____ believes in him, ____ shall not perish but ____ would have everlasting life.” Ask the kids to write their own name on a card 

Have them think of a friend they would like to help meet Jesus. This is a person they should then start praying for at this time. They should also pray for an opportunity to talk to them about how Jesus wants a friendship with him. Encourage the kids to think of more than one friend. They should save the cards and use them as tools and fill in their friends’ names when sharing the good news with them. 

In conclusion say: 

God made us for the purpose of evangelism or sharing the good news of Jesus. *We are here to help others meet Jesus.  
Prayer Time: 

Encourage each kid to pray for one to three friends or acquaintances that may not have a relationship with Christ. Ask the Holy Spirit to help them make the most of their opportunities to share the good news of Jesus. 



	What is one of the nicest things you have ever done for a friend?
	What makes a friend special?

	If you would like to make a new friend, who would it be and why?
	What are some things friends do for each other?

	If someone gave you $1,000, how much would you give to a friend?
	If you could take a friend anywhere with you, where would you go? Why?

	How would you show a friend you really care about them?
	What are some things friends don’t do?

	What’s one of the nicest things a friend has ever done for you?
	If you could spend a whole day in Disneyland, who would you take with you and why?


Witnessing: What Works Well for You?

There are many different ways we can help others meet Jesus or witness about him. Each person will have his style of doing this. Let’s find out what your style is. 

Read through the following list of witnessing activities. Use the following symbols to mark your witnessing style.

· Put a + beside one you best relate to or have already done.

· Put a ( beside the one you are most uncomfortable with.

· Put a ? beside one you haven’t tried but you think you might be able to do.

A. Wear a WWJD bracelet.

B. Give a WWJD bracelet to a friend.

C. Carry a Bible to school.

D. Memorize Scripture passages, and try to infuse them into conversations.

E. Invite a friend to church.

F. Invite a friend to Exodus Saturday night or Sunday morning.

G. Invite a friend to fun event at church.

H. Invite a friend to stay overnight, and have family devotions.

I. Invite a friend over for supper, ad pray before and after meal.

J. Listen to Christian radio when traveling in car with friends.

K. Invite friend to Christian concerts.

L. Give friend a Christian CD as birthday gift.

M. Wear Christian t-shirts to school.

N. Read Christian fiction books, take them to school, and loan or give them to friends.

O. Rent a Christian movie at Christian bookstore, and watch it with a friend.

P. Wear salvation bracelet you made in first communion class. Pray for God to open a door to share what it means.

Q. Ask friends around lunch table at school what they believe about God.

“Candy Find”

Interactive Object Lesson

Have a bowl of candy in the front of the room with a sign in it that reads, “Want a piece of candy? Great! Have one! Please tell a friend to come and get some also.”

As you begin large group, inconspicuously tell one of the early arrivers about the bowl of candy and invite him to check it out. It might be helpful if the bowl of candy is somewhat hidden. Watch how quickly the kids catch on to telling their friends about the good deal of free candy. Perhaps some people even thought of leaving the room to invite people in the hall to have candy.

After all have had their candy, process some observations to the group. 

Was it hard or easy to invite people to get candy? (Easy.) Why? (Because it was a good deal, and I wanted to share something others would enjoy.)
Did you realize you were evangelizing? Evangelizing means giving someone good news. The good news in this case was about free candy, and it wasn’t about Jesus. What is more valuable in life? Candy or Jesus? 

Let’s read the Bible event and we’ll find out what happened when some discovered the good news of meeting Jesus and how they wanted to share it with their friends.

Have an excellent reader come forward to read John 1:40-46. Rephrase any sections of the verse to help the children hear it clearly.

Just like Andrew brought his brother, Simon, and Nathanael brought Philip, so should be bring our friends to meet our friend, Jesus. Let’s talk about some ways we can do that. 

“We Are Here to Help Others Meet Jesus”

Teaching Session

Each child will be given two copies of Tract 80083 from Evangelism Explosion International (www.kidsee.org or 888-567-3543). 

How many of you have ever had a conversation with a friend about God? Is it easy or hard to talk about God with your friends? Why?

Today we want to help you find that it is easy to help others meet Jesus. This is one of the most important purposes as to why God has put you here on earth. 

This first thing you do is listen to your friend and ask questions. These questions can be like, “Do you believe there is a God?” “Who do you think Jesus was?” “Do you believe you will go to heaven? Why?”

After you have asked questions and listened to the answers, maybe your friend will be interested in hearing what you believe. Sharing Jesus with a friend is always a two-way conversation. We don’t need to preach or try to tell people more than they really want to hear.

If your friend asks you, “How can I get to heaven?” what would you tell him. Let me give you some ideas.

How to Get to Heaven Tract    

The first idea is sharing with your friend this little book. We will give each of you a couple of these to take home with you. Let me pass these out right now and show you how you can use it.

With a friend you could read this book together, taking turns. As you read the book, let your friend answer the questions that are asked in the book. Let’s partner up and do that now. One of you will be the one sharing his faith and the other partner will be the friend. 

Turn to the first page. One partner reads, “If you died tonight…Do you know for sure you would go to heaven?” The other partner answers the question, and then both can talk about the question. Then turn the page and read the answer. 

Continue doing this throughout the entire book. 

Friendship Card

A second method uses John 3:16. Let me show you how this works.

Ask a volunteer to come forward, introduce him to the group. Place his name in the blanks as you r read the following to him for all to hear:

“For God so love ______ that he gave ______ his one and only Son, that it ______ believes in him ______ shall not perish but ______ would have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NIV).

Kids, you will have a chance to practice this in your small group.
Invite

A third method is to simply do what Philip did for his friend, Nathanael. He said, “Come and see!” (John 1:46) and brought him to Jesus. 

How many of you have ever invited a friend to church or to our class? It’s a great way to say “Come and see!” 

If time allows, you might take a testimony from one or more adults or kids about a faith-sharing experience. Then close with prayer and dismiss to small groups.   


Want a piece of candy?

Great! Have one! 

Please tell a friend where to get some
also.
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