[image: image3.jpg])



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



Take Home Point: *We are here to love God.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: Mark 12:30
Key Verse: Mark 12:30: “So love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.”  

We will help kids know:
· Worship is God saying, “I love you” to us and us saying to him “I love you, too!”

· Worship is a daily activity of loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

· We love God because he first loved us, not because we’re forced to do so.
        

We will help kids feel:
· Awed by God’s love for them.

· Inspired to love God with all their being.             

We will help kids do:
· Grapple with the question, “What is the one thing we can give God that he does not already own?” (Our worship.)
· Identify things they can do in everyday life to love God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.

· Make a 3-D box as a reminder of their love for God through worship.                 

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	3-4


	What if you could take a picture of everything God owns? The picture would be pretty full! But what is the one thing God doesn’t own unless you give it to him?


	· no supplies are needed



	Large Group
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9-11

12-13

13-14


	Overview

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Discovers the Mystery Box” 
Interactive Presentation:  “What Worship Looks Like!”

Puppet Presentation Conclusion: “Gordy Discovers His Purpose“


	· Gordy (boy puppet)

· a pointer 
· four paper cutout hearts that can be affixed to a volunteer  
· large box wrapped to resemble a gift

· clue sheet 
· Bible marked at Mark 12:30 
· transporter (see supply list for directions for making)

	Small Group Application
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	5-7


	God’s love for us is very deep and very wide, and we can love God with all of ourselves—our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Children will make a three-dimensional box to remind them of God’s love for us and our love for him.

 
	· box pattern printed on cardstock for each child (See page 8 for pattern.)

· scissors

· glue sticks

· crayons and markers
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Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Today’s warm up starts with using our imagination.


I have an imaginary camera in my hand.

Show children your imaginary camera.

Have you ever wondered what your thoughts might look like if you could take a picture of them? I want all of you to think about what God the Father looks like. Pause. Now, I am going to take an imaginary picture of my thoughts about what God looks like. 

Hold the imaginary camera to your head and pretend to snap a photo.

Snap! I’ve taken a picture, and I want to show it to you. 

Show imaginary picture and describe two or three things about your image of God. Some ideas you could share are:

· Hands cradling me

· A warm glowing light

· A shepherd with white robes watching his sheep

· Loving arms that hug me

Now that I’ve told you about my picture, I want you to take a picture of your thoughts too, and share with us what your picture looks like.

Let each of the children who want to share their thoughts do so.

Here’s the next picture I want you to take. I want you to picture all the things that God owns. I’ll take a picture of my thoughts first.

Pretend to snap a photo with your imaginary camera and look at it.

Snap! Wow! My picture is pretty full! What does your picture look like? Tell me some of the things in your picture.

We know that God is all-powerful. He made everything there is so he must own it, right? But here is a very puzzling question. What is the one thing God does not own, that you own and the only way he can receive it is if you give it to him?
Let several children share as they are willing, but don’t give a right or wrong answer. Challenge them to listen carefully in large group, and they will find the answer to the puzzle.

We are in a new series entitled, YMI Here? Today we will learn that *we are here to love God.

Large Group: 20-30 minutes
Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
Songs

Offering

Prayer Introducing Take Home Point: *We are here to love God.

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Discovers the Mystery Box” 
Gordy is introduced to a transporter machine that with a little imagination can transport objects from some other location. A mystery box is beamed down and Gordy discovers that in it are clues to the puzzle: YMI here? (Why am I here?) The answer is that we were created to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. This is also a way we show worship. 

Interactive Presentation:  “What Worship Looks Like!”

Puppet Presentation Conclusion: “Gordy Discovers His Purpose“

Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?

Jesus tells us to love the Lord our God with our whole self. What four things does Jesus list to describe our whole self? (Mark 12:30. Heart, soul, mind, and strength.)
Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
Why do you think Jesus says to love God this way? (We are to love God with the whole breadth and depth of our being.)
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Application Activity:

In today’s activity, kids will make a three-dimensional box to show how we are to love God in our full dimension. Each of the four sides of the box corresponds with the four dimensions of our love for God: our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

This box can also be described as a gift box. It then becomes a reminder of God’s gift of love to us through the death of his Son, Jesus Christ, and the gift of love we give back to him.
Today we are going to make a box to remind us how deep and wide and high God’s love is for us and how we can, in turn, love God with all of ourselves—our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  

Pass out the box pattern, scissors, and glue sticks. Have children look at the pattern and ask:

What does this pattern look like? (A cross.) Yes. God loves us so deeply that he sent his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for us. In response to his love, we can worship God with our whole being. We can love him with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all of our strength.
While giving directions for making the box, demonstrate by making your own box. Explain to the kids to cut only on the solid lines along the edges of the pattern. Have them fold and make creases along the dashed lines. Younger kids may need extra help. Use glue sticks on the lettered flaps and glue them to the inside of the box. The words and heart will also be on the inside of the box. Do not glue the flap without lettering. This will become the lid that can be opened and closed.

While making the boxes, ask these open-ended questions:

If you could take a picture of loving God with all your heart, what would it look like? What would it look like to love God with all your soul? Describe how you could love God with all of your mind. With all of your strength. 

Going Deeper:

When we look at our box, we do not see a flat square but a fuller three-dimensional cube. Something that is three-dimensional has length, height, width, and depth. We worship God when we love him to our fullest, when we love him with all the height and depth we possibly can. 

Open the lid and look inside your box. What is the first thing you see when you look inside at the bottom (or depth) of your box? (The heart and cross.) What does that make you think of? (God’s love for us in sending Jesus to die on the cross.) At the very depth of our love for God is believing that he first loved us.

Notice that the sides of your box (it’s height) have the words heart, soul, mind, and strength. Out of our response to God’s love for us, we love him back with our whole self. That is our act of worship.

If time is available, have kids decorate the outsides of their boxes. They might write phrases such as: “Love the Lord your God will all your…” “I love God because he first loved me,”  “YMI here?” “I am here to love God,” etc. 

Encourage the kids to take their box home and place it somewhere they will see it every day. This is a reminder to worship God by loving him with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.  
Today we learned that *we are here to love God.

Prayer Time:

Before prayer point out that all aspects of worship, or loving God, come together when we pray. We think about what we are saying to God, our desires are for God, our posture is humble and helpful, and the very deepest part of ourselves comes out when we pray. Then pray about ways we can show our love to God throughout the week and beyond. 



“Gordy Discovers the Mystery Box”
Puppet Presentation
The backdrop for the “YMI Here” Series is a Star Trek-like transporter machine. (See the supply list for suggested materials and set design.) 

(Gordy enters. He gazes off into the distance while scratching his head, contemplating a serious thought.) 

Mr. King:
Hello, Gordy. How are you today? (Pauses.) Gordy, I said hello. (Pauses.) Gordy? Are you there?

Gordy:
Oh! Hi, Mr. King. I didn’t notice you.

Mr. King:
Well, it looks like you’re deep in thought. What are you thinking about?

Gordy:
I’m thinking about the question we just had in our small group.

Mr. King:
What’s that?

Gordy:
What is something that God doesn’t already own but that I own? And the only way God can have it would be if I gave it to him.

Mr. King:
That’s a pretty big question. I think we might discover the answer today. Look at this, Gordy. I even have a machine that will help us.

Gordy: 
Wow! Way cool! What is that?

Mr. King:
Gordy, you need to use your imagination a bit. Have you ever seen  Star Trek movies in which people are transported from one place to another by standing in these transporters. It’s like they disappear here but reappear somewhere else.

Gordy:
Cool! Like I could stand in there now and turn it on and get beamed up to a space ship!
Mr. King:
Yes, if that was your destination. Today I want to use this to discover an important mystery. And this mystery is written on the transporter in special coded letters. Gordy, do you know what this says? (Points to sign on transporter that reads, “YMI Here?”)

Gordy:
Sure! Yimmie here.
Mr. King:
That’s not quite it. 

Gordy:
Sure it is. It’s like “Yimmie hear you say something.”

Mr. King:
No, that’s not the special coded message. Kids, can you help? What does this mean?

(Kids answer, “Why am I here?”)
Mr. King:
Right! It’s “Why am I here.” That’s the question we are searching for the answer to today.

Gordy:
Oh, I get it! If we’re wondering why we’re here, we get in the transporter, get beamed up to some alien ship, and find out that aliens planted us here on earth a billion years ago! Now they’ve come back for us, and that’s why we’re here.
Mr. King:
Gordy, that’s absurd! You know that aliens didn’t plant you here.

Gordy:
Yeah, I guess you’re right. But sometimes I wonder if they didn’t plant you!
Mr. King:
Gordy, let’s not kid about this. God was the one who made us. We were not left here by aliens. Because God made us he has a very clear purpose for us.

Gordy:
You mean he has an answer to “Why am I here?”

Mr. King:
Right. Let’s use this transporter to see if it will help us discover the reason we are here. Let me punch the keypad with today’s code, Mark 12:30. Let’s see if we can answer the question, “Why am I here?”

(Mr. King enters the code by punching a keypad, a cell phone, a remote control, or some type of apparatus that looks as if it could control the transporter. As he does this, the overhead lights in the room need to flicker and the mystery box appears in the transporter. For a more elaborate effect, use a fog machine, dry ice, or strobe light turned on to disguise slipping the mystery box into the transporter through the hidden opening in back.) 
Gordy:
Way cool! There’s a box in there. Will that have the answer to “Why am I here?”

Mr. King:
I think it will. It says on the outside of the box “Mystery Box.” I hope this helps us solve the mystery. Let’s see what’s inside. 

(Mr. King brings out the mystery box, opens it, and pulls out the clue sheet on page15. He reads through the clues and the audience attempts to guess the mystery word “worship.” Option:  Have one child come forward to answer instead of all the kids trying to give the answer at once. It is important to go through all the clues even if the kids guess before all are read. After the answer is revealed, Gordy continues.)

Gordy:
Wait a minute, Mr. King. You mean that the answer to the question “Why am I here?” is so that I can worship God?

Mr. King:
Yes, that’s it. That is one of the very important purposes God has for your life.
Gordy:
But if that’s my purpose—no offense—it doesn’t seem like a very big deal. I worship him, I go to church. But that’s just one morning out of the whole week.
Mr. King:
Oh no, Gordy. You’re missing the point. If worship was just something we did on Sunday morning at church, then I don’t think that would be an important enough thing for our whole purpose here on earth. But worship is much more than that.

Gordy:
What do you mean?
Mr. King:
Let me look again in the mystery box. There’s something else here. (Reaches in and pulls out a Bible marked at Mark 12:30.) Here’s a Bible verse that describes what worship is. Mark 12:30 says, “So love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.”

Gordy:
And that’s what it means to worship? I don’t think I understand.

Mr. King:
Let me show you what worship looks like.

“What Worship Looks Like!”

Interactive Presentation
Mr. King:
I need a volunteer from the audience. (Selects a volunteer and introduces him to the audience.) We are asking, “Why is (child’s name) here on earth?” God made him and put him here for a purpose. (Child’s name) is so important to God that he sent his own Son, Jesus, into the world so that Jesus could give his life for (child’s name).

When (child’s name) believes that Jesus gave his life for him, he is so filled with God’s love that he wants to worship God. We worship God when we show him how much we love him.

(As Mr. King continues to teach that we love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, he uses a pointer to point at paper cutout hearts that can be affixed to the volunteer to help visualize heart, soul, mind, and strength. On these hearts is double-sided tape so they are easily attached to the child’s heart area, chest, head, and biceps.)
Mr. King:
Let’s see how (child’s name) can worship God with his entire person. He can worship, not just one time of the week but the entire week long. 

The Bible says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart.” Let me point to this heart on his heart. (Points to heart attached to the heart area.) The heart refers to the place where you have your feelings and desires. (Child’s name) worships God with his heart when going to church on Sunday morning, singing songs, and talking to God. This is a way of telling God, “I love you with all my heart. ”

(Points to the heart taped to another place on the child’s chest.) God also tells us we should love him with all our soul. Our soul is the very deepest part of our thoughts and feelings. This is the deepest part of our desires. (Child’s name), have you ever had deep secrets that you wanted to talk to God about? You can love God with all your soul by praying to him and having Jesus fill up your soul.

(Points to the heart attached to the child’s head.) Loving God with our mind means we can think about him and learn more about him. What book would you read to learn more about God? Right, it’s the Bible. You can love God by reading the Bible and learning his word. Anytime you use your mind or what you think to serve God, it’s a way of loving him with your mind.

(Points to the heart attached to the child’s biceps.) What does it mean to love God with all of your strength? Can you think of ways you can serve God by using your body? Are there things you can do to help at church by using your strength? What about things you can do to help at home? These are some ways to show you can love God with all your strength.

Loving God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength is loving him with all that you have. It is giving him everything. This is worship; giving everything you have and are to God.

“Gordy Discovers His Purpose”

Puppet Presentation Conclusion

Gordy:
Wow, Mr. King! That’s pretty cool. Now…Can I get in that mystery box and get beamed up to wherever it came from?

Mr. King:
I’ll tell you what…You can fill up that mystery box and send it back to the greatest power in the universe.
Gordy:
How do you do that?

Mr. King:
Well, you give him the one thing he doesn’t already own unless you give it to him. 

Gordy:
Oh, I know! It’s my worship!

Mr. King:
Right. What does it mean to worship?
Gordy:
*We are here to love God.
Mr. King:
Right, Gordy. When we worship God, we remember how much he loves us and then we show him how we love him.

Gordy:
Yeah, we can love him with all of our heart and soul and….What was the next thing?

Mr. King:
Kids, what was the next thing?

(Kids respond, “Mind.”)
Gordy:
Mind! Oh yeah. And we can love him with….What was next?

Mr. King:
Strength.
Gordy:
That’s right. So that’s why I am here. 

Mr. King:
That’s why I am here, too. 

Gordy:
There’s another reason why you’re here, Mr. King.

Mr. King:
Oh, yeah? What’s that, Gordy?

Gordy:
To learn how to spell. (Laughs.)
Mr. King:
Okay. I’ll work on my spelling if you say the closing prayer.

Gordy:
Dear God, thank you for making us for a purpose. Thank you for giving us your Son, Jesus, so we could know how much you love us. Now we want to do what our purpose is and that is to love you with all of our heart, our soul, our mind, and our…uh…strength! Help us do that in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Clue Sheet for Mystery Word

Mr. King asks these questions as clues to discover the mystery word. Be sure to ask all the questions even if the kids might guess correctly after the first or second clue.

Clue 1:
We are looking for a one-word answer. When you do this thing you are saying, “I love you, God.” It is something you can do every day but you can especially do on Sunday. What is this word?

(The correct answer is worship.) 
Clue 2:
Today we used our imaginations to think of a space ship. This word we are thinking of is also a ship, and this ship is called “W-O-R.” What is the name of this ship?

(The answer is worship. If the correct answer is not given, do not give the children the answer. Continue with the next clue.)

Clue 3:
Remember that God made everything and owns everything. He even owns us. But this is the one thing that God does not own unless we give it to him. What is it? 

(Only take one guess! The answer we are looking for is worship. Another correct answer is “our love,” but you can respond with, “That is a great answer but not the word I was looking for!”)
Date:   _____________________


Series:  YMI Here? Lesson 2 (Special Series)





Worship





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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