[image: image1.jpg]



Warm-Up:
A popular symbol for Christians the past few years has been “WWJD” on bracelets, bumper stickers, t-shirts, Bible covers, and other places. “WWJD”, of course, is the acronym for “What Would Jesus Do?”. It’s a good thought, and has been a source of inspiration for many people, but frankly it doesn’t go far enough to the root of things. What always happens inside of us before we act, even if we are not aware of it? Thought. Decision. So perhaps instead of WWJD, we should insist on “What Would Jesus Think?”, WWJT, as a symbol of our devotion to Christ. For if we learn to think like Jesus, we will certainly learn to act like him.
Read: Philippians 2:5; 2 Corinthians 5:17
Observation (What happened?): 

Whose attitude are we to emulate?

What is left of our old life once we are in Christ?
Interpretation (What does it mean?):
How do you know what attitude(s) Jesus had? What were some of his attitudes?

What do you think it means to be “in Christ”?
Insight:
It is sometimes a point of confusion for new and mature believers alike – if, as 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “the old way of living has disappeared,” why do we struggle with sin and our desires? Why isn’t living the new life in Christ easier? Because we have a misunderstanding of God’s perspective. Remember when Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:1 that, “You were once dead because of your failures and sins”? You were not literally physically dead yet, but your spirit was, and in God’s eyes that meant you were dead. The same is true in today’s verse. From God’s perspective, the old is gone and we are a new creature, but since we have not left this life, we must still battle sin and its effects on us and in us. As a friend of mine once said, “The old nature will not politely excuse itself from your life. It will hold on as long as it can as tightly as it can.” That could be depressing except for one thing – we are alive in Christ, and he has given us everything we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). We can be like him because he leads the way!
Application (What does it mean to me?):
What activities are you participating in that encourage your attitude to become like that of Christ?

How do you know if you are becoming more like Christ? Think of some ways you can measure this and keep track of your spiritual progress.
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