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Primary Scripture: Romans 12:1: “In view of all we have just shared about God’s compassion, I encourage you to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. This kind of worship is appropriate for you.”  

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need to know that God has a purpose for their lives. He created them so he might enjoy them and love them. In response to God’s love for them, they have the purpose of returning his love. This is worship. Worship is God saying, “I love you” to us and we respond by saying, “I love you” to God. This happens not only on Sundays in worship service but throughout the week, as we love, trust, and obey him.  
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus gave his life as a sacrifice for us so we might be put right with God and offer our lives as living sacrifices to God.

Jesus in us: Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus dwells in us to enable us to offer our lives as an expression of his love.

Jesus through us: As Jesus’ presence in our lives is evident in a lifestyle that says, “I love you, God, giving a winsome witness to the world.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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2BInvocation:

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber:

3BCapture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies:

· two tables

· sheets and towels to cover objects and a child

· any obscure object

· a pitcher labeled “Worship”

· sign that reads “YMI Here” taped to one table
The same setting will be used each week in this series. On a table covered with towels or sheets will be objects of which the children will have to guess the object’s purpose. The first object will be some kind of obscure object with its purpose hard to guess. The second object’s purpose will relate to the theme of the day. Each week a different child will be seated next to this table with a sheet draped over him. The children will try to guess the theme for each week as to what purpose God created this person.

Another table is needed to place the objects that relate to the theme for each week and the objects from the prior weeks in this series. Posted on the table should be a sign that reads “YMI Here.” 

For the first object, pick any obscure object you have available and place it on the table covered with a towel or sheet. The second object should be a pitcher. It will later be labeled “Worship.”  

After kids have made guesses about the purpose for the first object and you have explained its real purpose, have the children guess the purpose for the second object, the pitcher. Explain that the purpose of the pitcher is to be filled up and then poured out. Now uncover the child and ask the children to guess the purpose for which God created this child. After a few guesses, say:

For the next few weeks we will be learning about God’s purpose for our lives. Our theme for these weeks is “YMI Here.”  

Point to the sign. Then say:

Today we will learn that just like this pitcher’s purpose is to be filled up and poured out, God created us and filled us up with his love. When you are filled up, you pour out your love back to God. This is called worship.
Tape the “Worship” label on the pitcher and place the pitcher on the table labeled, YMI Here.
Let’s pour out our love to God as we sing praises to him.

Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Supplies:

· small pitcher filled with buttermilk and cottage cheese

· clear glass
For this demonstration, use a small pitcher filled with buttermilk and cottage cheese. (Or if you truly want to be more realistic, set out a glass of milk to turn sour after three or four days.) Say to the kids:

If you were a pitcher filled with milk but you never poured that milk back out, what would happen to the milk?
Pour the milk into a clear glass so the children can see how lumpy and curdled it is.  

That’s right. The milk would turn sour. This is just like us. If we are filled with God’s love but we keep his love to ourselves, that love becomes spoiled. God continually pours his love into our lives and we continually pour it back to him in worship.
Let’s confess times we haven’t shown God’s love by trusting or obeying him, or by telling him we love him.  

Dear God, we are thankful that you love us so much. You made us just so you could enjoy us and love us. You gave your son Jesus to save us because your love is so great. But we need help loving you. Sometimes we don’t show our love to you in a worship service because we are goofing around or not really praying or giving you praise. Sometimes during the week we don’t show our love to you because we do something you wouldn’t want us to. Each one of us can think of some way we haven’t loved you with our whole heart, but we really do want to. Please forgive us and give us the power to love you better—to love you with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Supplies: 

· birthday card 

· five-dollar bill
Show kids a birthday card with a five-dollar bill in it.  

Have you ever received a gift like this in the mail? Was someone trying to show you love by sending this to you?  

God shows he loves you by giving you all you have and need. We can show him our love by giving back some of what he gave us. It is kind of like sending a card to someone to show him you care. Let’s remember this as we bring our offerings forward.



Learning Game:

4BSome churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

5B“Water Relay”

Supplies:

· two pitchers for every eight to ten kids (Fill one pitcher with water and mark the water level with masking tape.) 

· Styrofoam cups
0BToday’s game is a relay race to fill up pitchers with water. Divide the kids into teams of eight to ten. Have each team form a line. Give the first child in each line a pitcher filled with water. (A piece of tape needs to mark the water level on the pitcher.) Give the last child in each line an empty pitcher. The children in between are each given a Styrofoam cup.  

1BExplain that the object of the game is to pour water down the assembly line of children and fill up the last pitcher. The winning team is the one that moved the most water from the first pitcher to the last. At the end of the race, the water of the last pitcher will be poured back into the first pitcher. Look at the tape mark to determine which team came the closest to the original water level.
Have the children come together and discuss the teaching point.  

God created us with a purpose—to be filled with his love. God is our source for love like the first water pitcher. He loved us first. We then offer him back our love by giving him our whole being. This is like the second pitcher being emptied back into the first. Even when we fall short of the mark, God still loves us and forgives us. 

We can never love God as much as he loves us. That is like pouring the water from our second pitcher back into the first pitcher. It isn’t quite as much as was poured out. 

Should we still pour all that we have, even if it is not as much? Of course! We should pour all of our love back to him. That’s what the Bible tells us when it says we should love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

Bible Reading:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Supplies:

Option 1: 

· Veggie Tales video, Shack, Rack, and Benny (Big Idea Productions, 1995)

Option 2:

· tape measure

· crown

· three musical instruments (A horn, bell, and a stringed instrument are suggested.)

· large flat dish with rubbing alcohol in the bottom of it.

· match 

· three headpieces
What does it mean to love God? Is it just a feeling? God made us to love him with our whole self. Romans 12:1 says, “In view of all we have just shared about God’s compassion, I encourage you to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. This kind of worship is appropriate for you.”

Worship is not just something you do on Sunday or when you are in church. Yes, this is an important type of worship. It is important that we tell God that we love him in the songs we sing and prayers we say. But we also tell God we love him in our actions. Offering yourself completely to God is what worship is all about.  

There are many examples of people in the Bible who gave themselves completely to God as living sacrifices. One of the Bible events is about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men would worship only God and gave themselves completely to God by trusting him with their very lives.

Present the Bible event from Daniel 3 using one of the following options.

Option 1: Show the 30-minute Veggie Tale video, Rack, Shack, and Benny (Big Idea Productions, 1995).

Option 2: Perform the audience participation drama,  “Worship in the Fire!” (See page 8).



Witness and Tell:

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Can you remember a time that you were in church and you really felt and understood how much God loved you? Describe where you were, what was happening in the service, and how you felt.

Can you remember a time when you weren’t at church and you really felt and understood how much God loved you? Describe where you were, what was happening, and how you felt.

Who can think of a way to say “I love you, God” with something that you do for him while you are in church?

Who can think of a way to say “I love you, God” with something you do for him while you are not in church?
Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer.

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
“Worship in the Fire”

Audience Participation Drama

I will need some volunteers for this presentation. First, I will need a king to wear a crown and stand off to the side of the stage. Next to him will stand three musicians. One will blow a horn, one will ring a bell, and one will strum the instrument when I point to them. 

Next, I will need three volunteers in the audience to be Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They will wear headpieces. 

Everyone else in the audience will be part of the crowd. You will have the part of bowing down. Let’s practice your part. Go to your knees and bow down. When you bow down, you may peek and look up. You can do this to see what is happening. 

Everyone ready? I will read the Bible event from Daniel 3 (our own special version), and you will participate when I call on you.

God told his people to love him and serve him above all. We should have no other God’s before him. This is why he made us—so we could love him with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. This kind of love is called worship. We can love God this way because he first loved us. This is the story of three men who loved God and worshiped him.

Many years ago, three Hebrew men lived in the kingdom of Babylon. Their names were (pointing to the volunteers in the audience) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Would you guys please stand up?

The great thing about these guys is that, even though they were part of the captured people of Israel living in Babylon, they were so wise that they were appointed to high positions in Babylon. (By the way, today this country is known as Iraq.)

Every day these three men would bow down low and worship God. (Ask the audience to bow down and get back up.) They told God that they loved him, they honored him, and they thanked him for being their God and taking care of them. (Ask Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to sit.)

King Nebuchadnezzar was a very powerful king. (Point to child wearing the crown.) Year after year, he conquered new countries. He was feared throughout the land. Nebuchadnezzar became very rich and powerful…and he also became very prideful. 

King Nebuchadnezzar decided he would make an idol. (Pull out a length of the tape measure.) He wanted to make a golden idol of himself and have everyone worship him. 

King Nebuchadnezzar said to himself, “I wonder how tall I should make it.”

Do you think he made it this tall? (Pull out more length of the tape measure.) This tall? (Pull out more.) This tall? (Pull out more.)

 No. As a matter of fact, he made it ten times taller than that. The golden idol was 90 feet tall. It was one of the most remarkable statues of all time. The king wanted people to bow down and worship it to make him really feel powerful.

Nebuchadnezzar said that when the musical instruments played, everyone must fall down and worship the idol that he made. If anyone did not bow down and worship the idol, they would be thrown into a fiery furnace. 

Let’s imagine that we are on the plain of Dura, and King Nebuchadnezzar has brought all the leaders of the country together to worship his idol. The king gave the signal for the music to play. (Prompt volunteers to play their instruments.) 

When the people heard this they knew it was the signal to do what? (Fall down and worship the king.) At that, all the people bowed down to worship Nebuchadnezzar—except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They remained standing. (Ask these three volunteers to stand up while the rest of the audience bows down.)
Didn’t they stick out like a sore thumb? “Who are those three men daring to defy the king?” asked Nebuchadnezzar. “Bring them to me.”

He asked Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego if they knew that the rule was to bow down and worship the idol when they heard the music. He asked them if they knew they would be killed if they did not obey. 

Nebuchadnezzar gave the three men another chance. He said, “Don’t you understand? At the sound of the music everyone should bow down before the idol. If you do not bow down when you hear the music, you will be thrown into the fiery furnace. What god can save you from my power then?”

The music sounded (prompt musicians to play), and everyone bowed down—except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

Bravely the three men said, “Oh King, another chance won’t even be necessary. We won’t bow down before your idol. We worship the one true God and only him. Our God is so great that he can deliver us from your fiery furnace. But even if he chooses not to, we won’t worship your idol. We will only love the Lord our God.” 

The king was furious! He had given the men a second chance and they refused it. He had the three men immediately tied up and brought to the fiery furnace.

“Heat the furnace seven times hotter than you normally do!” cried Nebuchadnezzar. (Throw a match into the pan of alcohol and let it burn.) The fire became so hot that it was even dangerous to be near. 

Nebuchadnezzar ordered the three men to be thrown into the fire. The fire was so hot it burned up the guards who pushed the men in. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar saw the most amazing thing. Looking into the furnace he saw the three men not burning up. As a matter of fact, they were walking around. The only things that burned were their ropes. 

Looking closer, the king saw that there was a fourth person in the fire. It must be an angel, he thought. He called to his advisors, “Did we not throw three men into the fire?”

“Yes,” they answered.

“But now I see four men walking about freely. They aren’t even hurt!” Nebuchadnezzar said. “The fourth one looks like the Son of God.”

Nebuchadnezzar ran to the door of the furnace and called, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! Come out, you who serve the most high God. Come out to me!”

Everyone was amazed as three men walked out of the fire. The fire had not burned even a hair on their heads. Their clothes did not even smell of smoke. Only their ropes had been burned off. 

Nebuchadnezzar knew these men must serve the true God because they had been saved. The king said, “Blessed is your God. He took care of you because you trusted him and did not worship an idol. Now I change my command. I command that anyone in any nation who speaks against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be killed. This God truly must be the living God.” (Prompt musicians to play.)
So you see how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego worshiped God not just on their holy day. They worshiped God with their whole life, in everything they did. The Bible says we can do the same. It says we can offer our bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. This is the kind of worship we should do.
Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· two tables

· sheets and towels to cover objects and a child

· any obscure object

· a pitcher labeled “Worship”

· sign that reads “YMI Here” taped to one table
The Power of the Cross

· small pitcher filled with buttermilk and cottage cheese

· clear glass
Offering:

· birthday card 

· five-dollar bill
Learning Game:

· two pitchers for every eight to ten kids (Fill one pitcher with water and mark the water level with masking tape.) 

· Styrofoam cups
Bible Reading

Option 1:

· Veggie Tales video, Shack, Rack, and Benny (Big Idea Productions, 1995)

Option 2:

· tape measure

· crown

· three musical instruments (A horn, bell, and a stringed instrument are suggested.)

· large flat dish with rubbing alcohol in the bottom of it.

· match 

· three headpieces
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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