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Primary Scripture: Romans 12:5, Acts 2:42-47

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need the security of knowing that God created them for his purposes. Knowing God’s purposes for them also gives them direction for their life. These purposes might be summed up in the words:  worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. This week we examine God’s purpose for us in fellowship. God wants us to be connected to his spiritual family, the church. Being part of this family means that each child can use his or her unique gifts and abilities to help the whole body of Christ grow.

How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus gave his life for us so that, receiving this by faith we might be born again into his spiritual family.

Jesus in us: Jesus dwells within us through the power of the Holy Spirit so he connects us to one another to form the visible body of Christ, the church.

Jesus through us: Jesus works through us so he might invite more people into his family.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation:

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber:

Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies:

· Game, “Barrel of Monkeys,” a similar game, or paper clips. Container should be labeled “Fellowship.”

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· any obscure object


· pitcher from Lesson 2 labeled, “Worship”
The same setting will be used each week in this series. On a table covered with towels or sheets will be objects of which the children will have to guess the object’s purpose. The first object will be some kind of obscure object with its purpose hard to guess. The second object’s purpose will relate to the theme of the day. Each week a different child will be seated next to this table with a sheet draped over him. The children will try to guess the theme for each week as to what purpose God created this person.

Another table is needed to place the objects that relate to the theme for each week and the objects from the prior weeks in this series. Posted on the table should be a sign that reads “YMI Here.”
For the first object, pick any obscure object you have available and place on the table covered with a towel or sheet. The second object for this week’s lesson will be the game, “Barrel of Monkeys.” Tape a label that reads “Fellowship” to the container. Be sure that last week’s pitcher for worship is also visible on the second table. 

Option: Use any pick up game like the Barrel of Monkeys where the objects connect together, or unfolded paper clips.

After kids have made guesses about the purpose for the first object and you have explained its real purpose, have the children guess the purpose for the second object, the “Barrel of Monkeys” game. Explain that the purpose of the game is to connect the monkeys together to be successful.  

Now uncover the child and ask the children to guess the purpose for which God created this child. After a few guesses, say:

God made us to be connected to each other, to have fellowship with each other. We are here to be part of God’s family. 

Place the game’s container on the second table.

It is important to worship God with acts of love like we learned last week. It is also very important we get with other believers to praise God together.
Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Supplies:

· string of monkeys from the “Barrel of Monkeys” game
Hold up a string of monkeys connected together. Show how they can so easily break apart. Say:

We can also easily break apart. Sometimes our relationships become broken. We get jealous of others and sometimes talk badly about others. We might even decide we don’t need to come to church. That is not only breaking fellowship with others but with God. 

It makes God sad to see us lonely. God brings us together by reaching out this far.  

Hold your arms outstretched. Then say:

This is how Jesus had his arms spread on the cross so he could bring us back together with God and with each other. The Bible says, “In the same way, even though we are many individuals, Christ makes us one body and individuals who are connected to each other” (Romans 12:5).

Lead children in a silent time of confession for times of breaking relationships with God and others. Lead them in a prayer that celebrates what God has done to make them part of his family.

Dear God, thank you for inviting us into your spiritual family. Thank you that you sent your son, Jesus, into the world and he gave his life for us so that all our sins would be forgiven. Thank you that because of Jesus, we can now be connected together with you and with each other. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Read Acts 2:44-45.

“All the believers kept meeting together, and they shared everything with each other. From time to time, they sold their property and other possessions and distributed the money to anyone who needed it.”

In the first Christian church after Jesus ascended into heaven, the believers shared everything they had with each other and took care of others. We can do the same. Today let’s not call this the offering basket; let’s call it the sharing basket.  

Talk about  your current mission project and how the offering helps other believers or helps others to believe.

  
Learning Game:

Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

“Thump, Bump”

Supplies:

· inflated balloons, enough for each group of six to eight children
Divide children into groups of six to eight. Have each group form a circle holding hands. They must continue holding hands throughout the game. The object of the game is to keep an inflated balloon off the floor. Kids can use their connected hands, or arms, or head or feet to bounce the balloon upward. Each time a child hits the balloon the rest of the children shout, “Thump.” If the balloon touches the ground, children shout, “Bump.”

Variation:  For every time a group has to say Bump when the balloon touches the floor, a body surface is not allowed for keeping the balloon afloat. For example, after the first “Bump” kids can no longer hit the balloon with their heads. After the second “Bump”,  they cannot touch the balloon with their heads or their arms, etc. (The leader should make the decision as to which surfaces are not allowed  so as to avoid time wasted in kids deciding or arguing.)  
Bible Reading:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Read Acts 2:42-47. Afterwards say:

When we talk about the church we aren’t talking about a building. We are talking about people who belong to God’s family. What makes you feel like you belong to God’s family? What are things you can do to help feel like you belong? You can show love to others by helping them. You can also invite new people to come to church.

The Bible tells us what we can do to be part of God’s family. We are to believe in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. We are to be baptized. We need to belong or be a part of the church, and we are to build others up. We are going to make a mobile to show these four ways we are a part of God’s family.

Application:
“Fellowship Mobile”

Supplies:

· a wire coat hanger formed into a cross

· tape

· several water drops cut from light blue paper

· 5 ½ x 8 ½ color paper for each child

· pencil, crayons, or markers
Using unfolded wire hangers, form a cross for the mobile frame. Explain to the children that the cross reminds us of our faith in Jesus to be part of God’s family.  

Hand out different colors of paper to children. Have them trace their hands and cut them out. Write their names on the hands. Then have the children get into pairs. Have each child trade his hand shape with his partner and write or draw on the back of the hand what his partner is good at doing. 

While the kids are working on making connecting hands, cut several water drops out of light blue paper. Attach these to the cross frame with tape.

Have the partners attach their paper hands together taping the thumb of one hand to the little finger of the other. Have partners attach their paper hands to another pair of hands to form a string of hands. Bring strings of hands to the mobile frame and attach these to the water drops you taped to the frame.

Use the mobile to explain:  

The cross reminds us that we need to believe in Jesus as our Savior to be part of God’s family. The water drops remind us that we need to be baptized. Our hands all joined together remind us that we belong to a family and we are connected together. What you wrote about your partner on the hand reminds us that as part of God’s family we need to build each other up.

Witness and Tell:

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Think about your church as your church family. Tell what’s the best thing about being a member of your church family.

Tell about a time you did something to help another person in your church family. (That doesn’t mean it had to happen in the church building.)
Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer.

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· Game, “Barrel of Monkeys,” a similar game, or paper clips. Container should be labeled “Fellowship.”

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· any obscure object


· pitcher from Lesson 2 labeled, “Worship”
The Power of the Cross

· string of monkeys from the “Barrel of Monkeys” game
Offering:

· none required
Learning Game:

· inflated balloons, enough for each group of six to eight children
Application:

· a wire coat hanger formed into a cross

· tape

· several water drops cut from light blue paper

· 5 ½ x 8 ½ color paper for each child

· pencil, crayons, or markers

Date: 	___________________________
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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