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Primary Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way of living has disappeared. A new way of living has come into existence.”  

2 Corinthians 3:18 “As all of us reflect the Lord’s glory with faces that are not covered with veils, we are being changed into his image with ever-increasing glory. This comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need the security of knowing that God created them for his purposes. Knowing God’s purposes for them also gives them direction for their life. These purposes might be summed up in the words:  worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. This week we examine God’s purpose for us in discipleship. God desires that we would become like Christ. Children need positive models after which to pattern their lives. But Jesus is more than a model. He dwells within believers to shape them into his image. Discipleship is more than mere imitation—it is habitation.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Discipleship always begins with what Jesus did for us. He gave his life for us on the cross to pay the debt of our sin and bring us to God.

Jesus in us: Jesus dwells within us so he can shape us into his likeness through his power. We cannot  be transformed into his image with own human efforts.

Jesus through us: Becoming like Christ means we surrender to his purposes and how he would use us to represent himself to the world.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation:

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber:

Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies:

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· obscure object


· pitcher labeled, “Worship” from Lesson 2

· the game, Barrel of Monkeys labeled, “Fellowship” from Lesson 3

· a Gumby figurine or some type of bendable doll

· label, “Discipleship”

The same setting will be used each week in this series. On a table covered with towels or sheets will be objects of which the children will have to guess the object’s purpose. The first object will be some kind of obscure object with its purpose hard to guess. The second object’s purpose will relate to the theme of the day. Each week a different child will be seated next to this table with a sheet draped over him. The children will try to guess the theme for each week as to what purpose God created this person.

Another table is needed to place the objects that relate to the theme for each week and the objects from the prior weeks in this series. Posted on the table should be a sign that reads “YMI Here.”
For the first object, pick any obscure object you have available and place on the table covered with a towel or sheet. The second object for this week’s lesson will be a Gumby figurine or some kind of bendable doll. 

On the second table should be the pitcher for worship and the “Barrel of Monkeys” game for fellowship. You may want to review the themes of the previous weeks. Have a label, “Discipleship” ready to tape onto the bendable doll. 

After kids have made guesses about the purpose for the first object and you have explained its real purpose, have the children guess the purpose for the second object, the bendable doll. Explain that what is fun about this doll is that you can bend it and mold it into whatever shape you want.  

Now uncover the child and ask the children to guess the purpose for which God created this child. After a few guesses, say:

God made us for discipleship. He wants to shape us and mold us for his purposes. We are here to become like Christ. Just like we can bend and form this figurine, God is forming and shaping us on the inside to become like Christ.

Jesus praised his father in heaven. We can be like him when we also praise God the Father.
Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 

Supplies:

· bendable doll from attention grabber
When God made Adam and Eve, he made them perfect in his image. “Image” means that you look like someone else. Adam and Eve didn’t look like God on the outside, but they did look like God on the inside. In their souls they were perfect.  

Show bendable doll standing upright. Now bend the doll into contortions. Say: 

Adam and Eve disobeyed God. When they sinned, they lost the perfect  image of God in their souls. They became bent. All of Adam and Eve’s descendants were bent as well. That includes us. 

But when God sent Jesus, his own son, Jesus was perfect. God’s plan was for Jesus, who was perfect, to take all our sin on himself and die on the cross for us. Someone had to pay the punishment for sin. Because God loves us so much he gave his son, Jesus, to take that punishment instead of us.

When we believe Jesus did this for us, this is what happens. 

Show doll standing straight.  

God gives us a new image on the inside. Now Jesus lives inside us and we are made to become like Christ in a new image. The Bible says it this way, “Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way of living has disappeared. A new way of living has come into existence”  (2 Corinthians 5:17). Let’s pray and ask that God would make us new creations.

Dear God, sometimes we are bent and all messed up in our souls. That happens when we do those things you don’t want us to. We are sorry and ask that you would forgive us because Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. Now make us new on the inside because Jesus lives in our hearts. Let us become like Christ. Amen.
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Place the bendable doll in the offering plate.  

Jesus loved to give of himself to others. He gave healing and wisdom. He gave his love and friendship. He even gave offerings for the temple tax. Since we are here to become like Christ, let’s become giving people, too. Let’s give him our offerings.



Learning Game:

Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

“Mirror, Mirror, on the Wall…”

What does a mirror do? (It reflects our image back to us.) We are going to practice being mirrors to each other.

Demonstrate some mirror reflection actions (happening almost simultaneously) with another adult or a child volunteer while giving these instructions:

· The action person must do every action in slow motion.  

· The action person must keep one foot on the floor at all times.

· The action person must think about faces that he makes in the mirror as he does actions.

· The two partners cannot touch.
Have kids get in pairs and face each other. They should be about four feet apart. One will be the action person and the other will be the mirror. The youngest partner will be the “mirror on the wall” first. The mirror will imitate exactly what he sees the action person doing.  

If the children have a hard time making up actions, you might give them suggestions like:  

· Comb your hair.

· Pretend you have mosquito bites and scratch the different ones. 

· Practice your yawns. 

· Pretend you are watching yourself throw a baseball. 

· Practice your silly faces.

Have kids reverse roles. When both partners have had a chance to mimic the other, pick a pair who has done a good job at this and let them put on a final demonstration.  

Discuss:  

What things would we do if we were going to imitate Jesus while he was on earth? What did he do while he was here? 

Even though we can’t see him face to face now, Jesus said he would live inside us so we have his power to become more like him. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “As all of us reflect the Lord’s glory with faces that are not covered with veils, we are being changed into his image with ever-increasing glory. This comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

Our purpose is to “reflect the Lord’s glory” to others. We reflect God’s glory when we become more like Christ. How do we become more like Christ? (The Holy Spirit causes us to grow spiritually as we read God’s word, pray and obey God’s instructions.)
Bible Reading:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Have a child read 2 Corinthians 5:17 then introduce Dr. Schniffengoober. (See the following script.) If finding an “outsider” to play Dr. Schniffengoober proves to be difficult, just “become” him/her as you put on the coat, wig, goggles, or other props. As you put on the last costume piece, take on Schniffengoober’s accent to complete the transformation. 

Application:
“Dr. Schniffengoober’s Formula for Discipleship”

Supplies: 

· lab coat and crazy doctor accessories for Dr. Schniffengoober

· a two liter bottle of lemon lime soda

· two transparent glasses

· shallow pan

· two Pixie Stix taped together to form a cross

· Magic Nuudles, biodegradable building blocks 

· bag of candy 

Dr. Schniffengoober will explain what we mean by discipleship and that  God’s purpose for us is to become like Christ. His script need not be memorized, but it is written in accent to help the presenter get an idea that personality needs to be added to the character. Each section begins with a highlighted phrase that summarizes the topic of that paragraph.

YMI Here? Review
Velcome, boys and girls! Vait! I am ze guest here. I should say velcome to me! Velcome, Dr. Schiffengoober. Ve are glad you are here. Zank you, I am glad to be here also.

I am here to talk for I am ze expert in such things. For example, I know zat God has created us for a purpose. I zink you have learned zat also. Two veeks ago you learned zat God created us to love him. Ve call zat vorship. I zink you even learned about three guys in ze fire who did not go ka-poof! 

Zen last veek you learned ve are here to be part of God’s family. Zat is fellowship. You made zose crazy art projects—hands on ze mobile.

Now zis veek you vill learn about ze purpose number three, and I vill teach you by giving you ze secret formula. 

What is discipleship?

Zis is vat ve vill learn. Discipleship. Can you say zat? A disciple of Jesus Christ is someone who is a follower of Christ. More zan zat, it means you become like Christ. Imagine zat! You and I can have Christ living inside of us and ve become like him. Very good!

What’s the formula?  

So you ask yourself vhat is it I can do to become like Christ? Vell, ask Dr. Schiffengoober. I vill tell you. Here is ze formula.

First vord: TRUST. Everybody say it. 

Second vord: THINK. Everybody say it. 

Third word: DO. Everybody say it. 

All together—TRUST, THINK, DO. Any questions? Very good.

Zen I am through here. Good-bye, boys and girls… Vait! I forgot to show ze illustration of ze formula.

TRUST  
Supplies needed for this section:

· two Pixie Stix. The Pixie Stix will be taped so they form a cross. One of the Pixie Stix may have to be shortened so the cross is proportional.   

· lemon lime soda

· shallow pan 
Let me bring someone up to experiment on. May I have a volunteer please? 

Now let me see…God has a purpose for you, and you are here to become like Christ, right? Right! Zis is how we do it. 

Vhat is the first word of ze formula? Trust. Correct. 

Say to the volunteer: 

Take the Pixie Stix and look how they are put together. I vill hold zis in my hand and you tell me vat is it that you must trust in if you vant to become like Christ? Zis is zey hint. (Trust in Jesus who gave his life for you.)

Correct! You vill trust him everyday, and zis is vat he does. Zis soda is your life. Jesus comes into your life because you trust him. And zis is vat happens. (Pour Pixie Stix into lemon-lime soda. It will foam over furiously. You might use a pan to catch the foam.)


Vow! Zis thing is true. Ven Jesus is in your life, he fills you vith his love and presence and it comes bubbling out all over. Very good! Is zis vhat happens to you, Mr. Volunteer Kid? (Interviews volunteer.)

THINK  
Supply needed for this section: 

· Magic Nuudles 

Vhat is ze second vord in ze formula? Zink. (Think.) Correct! If you vant to become like Christ, the Bible says you must renew your mind with his vord (Romans 12:2). 

Have a volunteer read Romans 12:2: 

“Change the way you think. Then you will always be able to determine what God really wants—what is good, pleasing, and perfect.”

Ve are to change ze vay ve zink. Hmmm…(Refers to colored Magic Nuudles.) Look at zese little floaty zings. Let’s imagine zat each one of zese floaty zings are a zought (thought). Ve have lots of zoughts zat float around our minds. (Toss some Magic Nuudles around the volunteer’s head as if they were thoughts.) 
But let us imagine zat only ze right zoughts are ze good zoughts or ze kind of zoughts God vould vant us to zink about. Ze other zoughts would be zoughts zat ze devil vould vant us to zink about. For example, ze devil vould vant us to complain. Look at zis brown (or whatever color you choose) von here. Zat is a zought about complaining. And it is trying to get into your brain und tell you all ze bad zings you have to complain about. (Have fun trying to squeeze it into the volunteer’s ear!) 

Ze devil vould vant you to complain and alvays zink about ze worst zings zat happen, so he must get zose ideas in your head. And if zat doesn’t fork, he vill try to get other ideas into your head zat are not God pleasing. Mr. Volunteer, can you give me examples of zis? 

(Talk about other evil thoughts that Satan might tempt us to dwell upon. Examples are jealousy, unforgiveness, and disobedience.)

Vat shall ve do? Let’s keep our minds zinking about ze zings God vould have us zink about. (Hold up a white Magic Nuudle.) Imagine zis is a thought that God vould vant us to have. Shall ve let it into our minds and zink about it? Yes! Of course. Let’s say this is a zought that says, “Wow, look how much God has given me. My life and my parents and my family and my friends and…vell, we could go on and on couldn’t we? 

Have a volunteer read Philippians 4:8, 

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”

Zink on zese zings ze Bible zays. Ven you do, zey go deep into your soul and vill help you act upon them. For example, let me pour a glass of zis soda so everyone can see. Imagine zat zis soda is your soul, now let’s keep zose thoughts coming and vatch vat happens. (Put one white floaty thing in the glass of pop and stir. It will dissolve and disappear.) See? Zese godly thoughts come and dissolve right into your soul! Zis helps us become like Christ. 

DO 
Supply needed for this section:

· bag of candy 

Now ve have done ze formula to become like Christ. First, we learned to trust, zen we learned to think, and now we must do.

After ve zink about what God vants, ve must do it. After ve zink about how Christ has lived, ve must do it. Remember the saying WWJD? Vat vould Jesus do. In every situation we think vhat vould Jesus do, and ve should try to do vhat he vould do.

I have ze bag of candy here, and it reminds us of vhat Jesus has done. Everywhere he vent he gave joy to people, he healed zem, and showed zem how zey could be part of God’s kingdom. He gave away God’s love. Let’s imagine zis candy is God’s love and you can pass it out. 

Explain to the kids that they cannot eat any candy they receive directly from you. They must pass it on to someone else. You might want to have kids pass candy to each other. Toward the end, those who have been passing the candy out will end up passing candy to each other, since they’ve been told they must give away every piece of candy you hand them.

Zis is how it is vith Jesus’ love – God gives us his love through Jesus, und it’s our job to give his love to others. Yah? Yah!

Conclusion
Zis is Dr. Schniffengoober saying good-bye after I see if you have learned ze formula for becoming like Christ. 1) TRUST; 2) THINK; and 3) DO. Very good! Let’s have a big hand for ze brave volunteer. And as a reward, ze volunteer vill drink ze special soda vith ze melted floaties in it. Just kidding! As a reward, you can have an extra piece of candy. 

Bye, boys and girls!



Witness and Tell:

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Think about a person who has shown you a lot about Jesus by the way he has treated you or what he has told you. This might be a parent, a teacher, a friend, or a pastor. Tell who this person is and what about him reminds you of Christ.
Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer.

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· obscure object


· pitcher labeled, “Worship” from Lesson 2

· the game, Barrel of Monkeys labeled, “Fellowship” from Lesson 3

· a Gumby figurine or some type of bendable doll

· label, “Discipleship”

Offering:

· none required
The Power of the Cross

· bendable doll from attention grabber
Learning Game:

· none required
Application:

· lab coat and crazy doctor accessories for Dr. Schniffengoober

· a two liter bottle of lemon lime soda

· two transparent glasses

· shallow pan

· two Pixie Stix taped together to form a cross

· Magic Nuudles, biodegradable building blocks 

· bag of candy
Trust

· two Pixie Stix. The Pixie Stix will be taped so they form a cross. One of the Pixie Stix may have to be shortened so the cross is proportional.   

· lemon lime soda

· shallow pan 
Think:
· Magic Nuudles 

Do:
· bag of candy 


Date: 	___________________________
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Discipleship: We Are Here to Become Like Christ
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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