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Raising Kids in Christ



Easter Sunrise Service Children’s Message

Are You Ready?

	Shery:
	Enters, invites children forward. As they come forward: Has anyone seen Mr. Mike? He’s supposed to be here to help me…

Mr. Mike – Are you here? 

Maybe have all kids shout out: Mr. Mike, where are you?



	Mike:
	Pounds on back center door: I’m out here.



	Shery:
	Shery sends a child or usher or someone in the crowd to open door for Mr. Mike.



	Mike:
	Comes in with bubble blower, but it’s not working. I’m ready. Or at least, I’m almost ready. What’s wrong with this thing? – Oh it’s not plugged in. Would somebody please plug me in back there? I’m almost ready. Almost. Once he plugs that in… OK – NOW I’m ready!



	Shery:
	Ready for what?



	Mike:
	Well, for Easter, of course! It’s time to celebrate! I bet these boys and girls know what we celebrate on Easter…



	Shery:
	If they weren’t so busy playing with bubbles! Turn that thing off! Mike unplugs… Who can tell us what Easter celebrates? Have a child tell…



	Mike:
	Exactly. Jesus is alive! They put him to death on Friday. But he came back to life on Sunday morning! Don’t you know the disciples were so surprised they didn’t believe it at first!



	Shery:
	But when Jesus appeared to them, in person, then they knew it was true! Jesus was alive! The people who killed Jesus thought that was the end. But it wasn’t. In fact, it was just the beginning! The church of Jesus grew and grew after that, because Jesus was alive!

 

	Mike:
	Do you know what they would say to each other – the disciples in Jesus’ church -- whenever they saw each other on the street or in their homes? Do you know what they said as a greeting to each other? 



	Shery:
	You mean like we say “Hi, how are you?” to each other?



	Mike:
	Exactly. Only instead of saying “Hi, how are you?” one would say… 

He hesitates…  I wonder if the boys and girls know what they would say to each other?



	Shery:
	How about it, kids – Does anyone know how they would greet each other? Shery coaches kids as needed until they say: The Lord is risen – He is risen indeed!



	Mike:
	You see – Jesus’ resurrection was only the beginning! It changed the way they greeted each other, from then on…



	Shery:
	I can think of another way that it was only the beginning.



	Mike:
	You can? How?



	Shery:
	Well, the story doesn’t end with Jesus and his disciples. It continues today, too.



	Mike:
	How? What do you mean?



	Shery:
	Well, we can tell others about who Jesus is, that he’s alive, and that we all can know we’ll go to heaven someday if we believe in Jesus. 

Hey, boys and girls -- I can think of a GREAT way for you to tell your friends about Jesus’ rising from the dead – When church is finished, you go out there to the hallway and there will be two bottles of bubbles waiting for you – one for you to keep, and one for you to give to a friend. And when you give it to your friend, you tell them that the bubbles floating in the air are a reminder that Jesus rose from the dead on Easter. And show them the words on the bottle: HE LIVES!


	 Mike:
	But don’t just tell them about Jesus – Invite them to church and Kingdom Quest, so they can learn all the wonderful things the Bible says about Jesus and God’s love for us.



	Shery:
	Let’s pray, boys and girls…

Dear Jesus // Today is a CELEBRATION! // Thank you for dying for us // So our sins can be forgiven // Thank you for coming back to life // Because now we know // that we too will rise someday // and live in heaven with you!

Thank you Jesus! // Amen.



	Mike
	To everyone: OK, everybody – are you ready? 








-- The Lord is risen!  


	Shery, Kids and Cong:
	He is risen indeed!

	Mike:
	You ARE ready! Go and tell others – Jesus is alive! Keeps blowing bubbles as he exits…
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