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Take Home Point: *Jesus is our teacher and shows us the kingdom of God.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.

Bible Event: Mark 4:26-34, Parable of growing seed and the mustard seed.
Key Verse: Mark 4:33, “Jesus used many stories like these to teach them. He taught them all that they could understand.”

We will help kids know:
· Jesus is our teacher. He taught using parables. These are real life stories that explain what the kingdom of God is.

· Jesus taught that He wants to be our Savior and also rule in our lives. We need to grow in our relationship of trusting and loving Him.

· In order to grow, we need the Holy Spirit, the Bible, prayer and time with other believers (the church).
We will help kids feel:
· Affirmed as they evaluate their own growth in different areas of their lives.

· Confident that Jesus will help them grow spiritually.
We will help kids do:

· Identify ways they will know they are growing.

· Invite Jesus to rule in their lives.

· Trust the Holy Spirit to continue to help them grow in their faith as they learn from the Bible, pray, and attend church.
THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	4-5
	The groups talk about another area of growth that they might not have thought of, that is, spiritual growth. Spiritual growth is growing in our relationship with God.
	***Preparation for this warm-up activity must happen a week in advance! Soak overnight enough beans for every child. Then place these beans in a Ziploc bag with a wet paper towel at the bottom. The beans should germinate over the next three or four days and show the beginnings of roots and a stem.

	Large Group

[image: image1.jpg]




	5-6

9-10

11-12

13-14

15


	Overview

“Meet the God/Man” Game

Puppet Presentation: “Jesus--Our Teacher”—Dao Dao wants to show he is spiritually growing by acting like a plant. 

Bible Presentation: “The Kingdom of God is Like a Plant”—Mark 4:26-34.

Puppet Conclusion: “Jesus—Our Teacher”—To spiritually grow we need to become a part of the Kingdom of God and let Him rule our lives.


	· Dao Dao
· contraption used for bingo calling, which mixes the balls together and releases a ball at a time. (Option: put all of the ping pong balls in a container and pull them out by hand)

· game show set

· sport coat

· large placards with letters (Option: pieces of hard card with bold letters printed. See appendix.)

· game board for letters to be attached to (Option: foam core or poster board)

· bell, horn, or buzzer (2-4)
· artificial flower

· sunglasses for Dao Dao
· oversized, clown-type sunglasses

· large coat with one arm stuffed with newspaper and pinned to the front
· glove decorated like a plant

· birdseeds

· mustard seed on tape

	Small Group Application
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	6-8


	God’s power causes us to grow.  First, the Holy Spirit begins working in our lives like a small seed being planted. He makes it possible for you to trust Jesus as your Savior and allow Jesus to rule in your lives. We also need to learn God’s Word, the Bible, and pray to grow more and more. You also need to be around other believers which are the church.

Memory Verse Learning: 
“Planting A Verse”
Col. 3:16a will give each child the understanding  for lessons 33-35 that growth will develop as God’s Word dwell in us.
	· copies of the hand out, “I Am a Kingdom Kid” (see appendix)

· pencils

· envelopes and stamps (one for each child)
· birdseeds
· A4 paper per child
· tray, box cover or rectangle basin per group
· glue and brushes



Small Group Warm-Up:  15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.

Today’s lesson introduces Jesus as our Teacher. Typically, the warm-up time is very clear in presenting the theme for the day. Today and throughout this series, however, the warm-up must be much more subtle in stating the day’s theme. The reason for this is that the large group presentation will be in a game show format. Contestants will be trying to guess the theme of the day. Therefore, today we do not want to blatantly mention beforehand that Jesus is our Teacher.  Even if this is not clearly spoken, the kids will be involved in a warm-up activity related to the topic.

Preparation for this warm-up activity must happen a week in advance. Soak overnight  enough beans for every group. Then place these beans in a Ziploc bag with a wet paper towel at the bottom. The beans should germinate over the next three or four days and by the time they are presented to each group they will show the beginnings of roots and a stem.

NOTE: If it is logistically too much work to germinate beans, bean sprouts might be purchased from the grocery store. These would serve just as well.

Set one bag in the middle of the group. Ask:

What does this plant need to grow? (Sun, water, and  food.)

How do you know that it is growing? Can we just sit here and watch it grow? (It changes, moves and gets bigger, but this happens so slowly that we can’t see it.)

Let’s talk about the different ways we grow. The following questions will help you discuss physical, mental, social, and spiritual growth. First, let’s talk about our bodies.

What do our bodies need to have so they can grow? (Food, water, and exercise.)
How do you know that your bodies are growing? (I grew from last year.)
What are things you can now do with your bodies that you couldn’t do last year? (Run faster, swim, jump rope, etc.)

Next, let’s talk about how our minds have grown. Think about something you know this year that you didn’t know last year. (Take responses.)

What does our mind need to have so that we can grow in our thinking?  (New information, time to learn new things, etc.)

Next, let’s talk about how we grow in our social skills. Our social skills have to do with how we get along with others. For example, can any of you remember feeling sad or scared when your mom or dad first brought you to your first day of kindergarten or preschool? What was that like? How was it different when you started school this year? (Discuss.)

What special privileges do you have at home now that you didn’t have last year? (Staying at a friend’s house longer, doing more things on your own, etc.)
What do you need so you can grow socially or grow in your social skills? (Opportunities to be responsible on your own.)
Now let’s talk about another area of growth that you might not have thought of, that is spiritual growth. Spiritual growth is growing in our relationship with God. If plants need certain things in order to grow, what do you think a person needs in order to grow closer to God? (God’s Holy Spirit in us helping us to have faith in Jesus, reading the Bible, praying, spending time with other believers.)

How do you think you will know you are growing spiritually? What kinds of things will you see happening?

We will find out more about what it means to spiritually grow in large group.
Large Group:  20-30 minutes

 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Supplies needed:  Dao Dao; contraption used for bingo calling, which mixes the balls together and releases a ball at a time. (Option: put all of the ping pong balls in a container and pull them out by hand); game show set; sport coat; large placards with letters (Option: pieces of hard card with bold letters printed. See appendix.); game board for letters to be attached to (Option: foam core or poster board);

bell, horn, or buzzer (2-4); artificial flower; sunglasses for Dao Dao; oversized, clown-type sunglasses; large coat with one arm stuffed with newspaper and pinned to the front
glove decorated like a plant; sunflower seeds; mustard seed on tape

Overview

Puppet Presentation: “Jesus--Our Teacher”—Dao Dao wants to show he is spiritually growing by acting like a plant.
Bible Presentation: “The Kingdom of God is Like a Plant”—Mark 4:26-34.

Puppet Conclusion: “Jesus—Our Teacher”—To spiritually grow we need to become a part of the Kingdom of God and let Him rule our lives.

Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Say to the children: 

In Mark 4:33 the Bible says, “Jesus used many stories like these to teach them. He taught them all that they could understand.” Today we have heard two parables, earthly stories with heavenly meanings. Jesus taught His disciples and teaches us using parables. We see how *Jesus is our teacher and shows us the Kingdom of God.
Have the kids open their Bibles to today’s reading and briefly review it. (See below.)  Check for questions they might have. Ask what they learned from the large group presentation.

Observation Questions: What happened?
1. Today we have described the kingdom of God as a place where a king rules. Who is the king? (God.)
2. Where does He want to rule? (In our lives.)
3. How does Jesus help us let God rule in our lives? (Jesus gave His life for us when He died on the cross and rose again.  Now He can rule in our lives as we trust Him.)
Read Mark 4:26-29.
1. To what does Jesus compare the kingdom of God? (vs. 26. A man planting seeds.)

2. The seeds need water and soil and sunlight to grow. But does the farmer understand how they grow? (vs. 27. No.)
3. Who makes them grow? (God.)
Read Mark 4:30-32.

To what does Jesus compare the Kingdom of God? (vs. 31-32. A mustard seed growing into a large tree.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
1. How is this like us when we grow spiritually? (We, too, need spiritual food and water to grow, but it is God who causes the growth.)
2. How is this like us when we grow spiritually? (Even though we are small, or our faith seems so tiny, God can do very big things through it.)
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

What do you need to grow spiritually? (God’s power causes us to grow.  First, the Holy Spirit begins working in our lives like a small seed being planted.  He makes it possible for you to trust Jesus as your savior and allow Jesus to rule in our lives. We also need to learn God’s Word, the Bible, and pray to grow more and more. You also need to be around other believers which are the church.)

Pass out the hand out “I Am a Kingdom Kid” to members of your group (see appendix). Have the kids fill out each one of these areas to make their own growth capsule. Have different kids take turns reading a question. Discuss the question and then have kids privately write their responses on their own sheet. Proceed with the next questions.

At the conclusion of this, ask the kids to address an envelope to themselves and enclose their growth capsule. The shepherds will then turn them in to their coach for mailing it a month later.

Say to the kids: These papers are your growth capsules and will be placed in envelopes and mailed to every one of you a month from now. At that time we will see how much we have grown in letting God’s kingdom grow inside of us.

Memory Verse Learning: 5 minutes 

Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting. 

Supplies needed:  birdseeds, A4 paper per child; tray, box cover or rectangle basin per group; glue and brushes
Memory Verse:  Colossians 3:16a ~ “Let the teaching of Christ live in you richly.”
Memory Verse Learning: “Plant A Verse”

Have two individuals volunteers to recite last lessons memory verse - Colossians 3:16a. Then ask volunteers to take turns to write the words of the verse on the whiteboard. (This coming activity is like sand art.) Hand out the A4 paper and brushes. Tell the children to use the glue as paints to paint out the memory verse. After that, they can put their paper in the tray and sprinkle birdseeds all over the paper. Dust and the glue with the birdseed will cause the verse to appear clearly on their paper. Say, “You have just Plant a Verse.” When everyone has completed, read the verse together from their paper.
Prayer Time:

Conclude with prayer about each of the various areas that you have discussed. Thank *Jesus for being our teacher and showing us the kingdom of God.

Large Group Presentation

“Meet the God/Man” Game Show

Mark 4:26-34

See Lesson 32, Large Group Presentation, Introduction to the game. Full playing details will be there.

T-E-A-C-H-E-R

4 2  7  1  5  6  3

 Game show host (If the contestants guess the answer to what the God/Man is before all the questions are asked, give them extra points for getting the right answer for the remaining questions):

These first questions will review what we learned last week.

For letter number one, can you answer the following? A paralyzed person was brought to Jesus by his friends. They came to Him through:

a) A door.

b) A roof.

c) A window.

(Correct answer:  b) a roof.) Then say:  You win the letter C!  You have five seconds to guess what the God/Man is.
For letter number seven, can you tell me the following?  Which did Jesus say first to the paralyzed man?

a) “Stand up and walk.”

b) “Your sins are forgiven.”

c) “Why did you crash through the ceiling?

(Correct answer: b) “Your sins are forgiven.”) Say:  You win the letter A!  You have five seconds to guess what the God/Man is.
For letters number two and six, can you tell me the following?  What did Jesus have to do so that our sins would be forgiven? (Die on the cross.) You win the letter E, which is both letter #2 and #6!  You have five seconds to guess what the God/Man is.

The following questions require that you guess what you will learn today and maybe use what you already know about Jesus.

For letter number five, can you tell me the following?  What did Jesus compare the kingdom of God to?

a) A fish.

b) A seed.

c) A golf ball.

(Correct answer: b) A seed.)  You win the letter H!  You have five seconds to guess what the God/Man is.

For letter number three, can you tell me the following?  What is a small seed that grows into a big plant?

a) A mustard seed.

b) A bean plant.

c) A beanie baby.

(Correct answer: a) A mustard seed.)

You win the letter R!  You have five seconds to guess what the God/Man is.

For letter number four, can you tell me the following?  Can you tell me what the name of the story is that Jesus told to teach people?  It is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning, and it is called:

a) A parable.

b) A fable.

c) A tall tale.

  (Correct answer: a)A parable.)  You win the letter T!  And the God/Man is….a teacher!

Jesus – Our Teacher

Puppet Presentation

Having just finished the game show, Dao Dao returns to the stage with an artificial flower taped to the back of his head. Dao Dao is also wearing sunglasses.
Teacher:
Dao Dao, that was a great game show. Hey, wait a minute! What’s up with you?

Dao Dao:
Well, I’m in the growth zone.

Teacher:
The growth zone? Dao Dao, what are you talking about?

Dao Dao:
Jesus is our teacher, right?

Teacher:
Right.

Dao Dao:
Today He is preaching about us growing in God’s Kingdom, right?

Teacher:
Right.

Dao Dao:
Kind of like seeds, right?

Teacher:
Right, but what is with the flower?


Dao Dao:
Boy, are you ever slow. I want you to see how I’m spiritually growing. I’m just doing what it says in the parable—growing up like seeds. So here I am looking like a plant to show I am growing up spiritually.

Teacher;
I don’t think that is quite what Jesus had in mind. What about those glasses?

Dao Dao:
Oh! The glasses are because I want to be cool when I grow up. I have my “too cool for school” sunglasses.

Teacher:
Well, Dao Dao, I’m not sure if this is what Jesus had in mind about growing spiritually. What do you think, boys and girls?

Dao Dao:
Oh, no, dude. What’s it going to take?

Teacher:
Let’s listen to what Jesus, our teacher, says about growing spiritually. By the end of today, maybe we can all let God’s kingdom grow more and more in our own lives.
(Go to the Bible Presentation: “The Kingdom of God is Like a Plant”)

The Kingdom of God is Like a Plant

Bible Presentation

Mark 4:26-34

The storyteller will require a few minutes of preparation out of the children’s view so that he can prepare the special effect. If this person is the narrator, he must already have his gimmick arm in place before he begins large group. Today’s special effect will leave quite an impression about how the kingdom of God grows in our lives.

Here’s the gimick. The storyteller needs to have a large coat which has one arm stuffed with newspaper and pinned to a front pocket. When the coat is closed it will allow the presenter to have his arm free and tucked close to his chest. This will be the hand that he uses to crawl out of the top of his coat in front of his face making growth motions as if it were a plant. This special effect becomes more effective when he is wearing a glove which has been decorated to look like a plant.

While reading about how the kingdom of God is compared to a growing plant, the free hand will begin to emerge at the top of the coat. As the plant continues its growing motions, it will appear to have a life of its own. It can even throw birdseeds toward the kids at appropriate times. Meanwhile, the presenter’s other arm should hold the Bible.

The presenter needs to read Mark 4:26-29 while his plant-like hand makes appropriate gestures. Use your own imagination. The following ideas might help you get started.

Introduction:

Jesus is our teacher and shows us the kingdom of God. What is a kingdom? It’s a place where there is a king. Who is the King in the kingdom of God? God is! Where does He rule? He wants to rule in our lives. How does this happen? When we trust Jesus as our Savior, we invite Jesus to rule over us. Then we are in the kingdom of God!

Jesus shows us the kingdom of God and teaches us about it. He uses parables. These are earthly stories with a heavenly meaning. Let me read two of them to you.

This is Mark 4:26-29, a story about seeds that grow.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is like a man who scatters seeds on the ground. He sleeps at night and is awake during the day. The seeds sprout and grow…a plant-like hand, still in a fist,  slowly emerges from the top of his coat and grows toward his face…Although the man doesn’t know how, the ground produces grain by itself. First, the green blade appears…a finger juts out…then the head…all the fingers span out widely…then the head full of grain…the fingers flex…As soon as the grain is ready, he cuts it with a sickle…the hand falls over and retreats to the coat to grab a handfull of sunflower seeds…because harvest time has come…the hand re-emerges to scatter seeds toward the audience.

This is a second parable.  Mark 4:30-33, a story about a mustard seed.

The hand retreats into the coat where it prepares to pick up a strip of transparent tape that has sandwiched together a very small mustard seed.  Jesus asked, “How can we show what the kingdom of God is like? To what can we compare it? It’s like a mustard seed planted in the ground…Now I wonder just how big a mustard seed is?…hand emerges with mustard seed in the tape…Wow!  That is but a speck!  Can you see it? It sure is small. The mustard seed is one of the smallest seeds on earth. However, when planted…hand retreats into the coat and leaves the mustard seed…it comes up…begins to emerge and grows right over the presenters face until tapping him on the head…and becomes taller than all the garden plants. It grows such large branches that birds can nest in its shade.  Hand retreats.

Conclusion.  Mark 4:33-34.

Jesus spoke God’s word to them using many illustrations like these. In this way, people could understand what He taught. He did not speak to them without using an illustration. But when He was alone with His disciples, He explained everything to them.

Finish with puppet conclusion.
Jesus—Our Teacher

Puppet Conclusion

Dao Dao:
That’s cool, Teacher, how that plant grew up right out of the coat!

Teacher:
Yes, but did you understand what Jesus was showing us about the kingdom of God?

Dao Dao:
It’s kind of like plants growing right out of your coat?

Teacher:
In a way. The kingdom of God does grow right inside us when God rules over us. But just like it is God’s power that makes plants grow, so it is God’s power that let’s His kingdom grow in our lives.  

Dao Dao:
So, when we are through growing we make seeds that we throw at people?

Teacher:
That’s the harvest. We don’t make seeds. But we do make a harvest of good works that help others come into God’s kingdom, also.

Dao Dao:
What does the mustard seed story mean?

Teacher:
Just like the mustard seed is so small and yet it grows into such a big plant, don’t be surprised that God can take the small faith in your life and make it grow so that you can help lots and lots of people.

Dao Dao:
You mean God would even use a cool dude like me?

Teacher:
Yes, God would even use you. But you don’t have to worry about being cool or wearing sunglasses. Just let God’s kingdom grow inside you and you can make a big difference for Him! Why not we close in prayer and then go to our small groups to talk more about it?

Dao Dao:
That’s cool! 
Teacher: 
Dear God, thank You that You are the King and You will rule in our lives. Thank You that Jesus came to show us the kingdom and will help us grow spiritually. We really do want You working in our lives. So help us grow. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Lesson 34

Small Group Warm-up
***Preparation for this warm-up activity must happen a week in advance! Soak overnight enough beans for every child. Then place these beans in a Ziploc bag with a wet paper towel at the bottom. The beans should germinate over the next three or four days and show the beginnings of roots and a stem.

NOTE: If it is logistically too much much work to germinate beans, bean sprouts might be purchased from the grocery store. These would serve just as well.

Large Group Presentation

· Dao Dao

· contraption used for bingo calling, which mixes the balls together and releases a ball at a time. (Option: put all of the ping pong balls in a container and pull them out by hand)

· game show set

· sport coat

· large placards with letters (Option: pieces of hard card with bold letters printed. See appendix.)

· game board for letters to be attached to (Option: foam core or poster board)

· bell, horn, or buzzer (2-4)
· artificial flower

· sunglasses for Dao Dao

· oversized, clown-type sunglasses

· large coat with one arm stuffed with newspaper and pinned to the front
· glove decorated like a plant

· birdseeds

· mustard seed on tape
Small Group Application
· copies of the hand out, “I Am a Kingdom Kid” (see appendix)

· pencils

· envelopes and stamps (one for each child)
Memory Verse Learning
· birdseeds
· A4 paper per child
· tray, box cover or rectangle basin per group
· glue and brushes
I Am a Kingdom Kid

God’s Kingdom is Growing in Me

[image: image3.wmf]By next month I want to trust Jesus more with:

[image: image4.wmf] By next month I want to pray this much:
[image: image5.wmf] By next month I want to read the Bible at home this much:

[image: image6.wmf] By next month I want to be able to do these acts of service:

[image: image7.wmf] By next month I want to talk to these people about Jesus:

[image: image8.wmf] By next month I want God’s forgiveness to help me change:

August 12, 2004

Dear _________________________,

We missed you yesterday in Sunday school! Our small group is not the same when you’re not there!

We had a special lesson yesterday that we want you to be a part of. We talked about seeds and what they need to grow. In your heart is the seed of faith. Is it growing? What can you do to help it grow?

Enclosed is a “growth capsule” page to help you measure whether you’re growing in your Christian life. Take a few minutes real soon to complete each statement. (You may need your mom or dad to help you – in fact that would be great!)

Put your growth capsule somewhere special in your house so you won’t forget it. Then in a month, open it and talk with your mom or dad about how you see God’s kingdom growing inside of you. 

I hope we’ll see you at Sunday school. Real soon! Meanwhile, keep growing!


Your Sunday School Shepherd,




Jesus — Our


Teacher





Date:	_________________


Series:	Meet the God/Man, Jesus (Dec-Mar)
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