Date:

Series: The Early Church
Year 1, Lesson 7

The
Witnessing
1st- 4" Grade Ch U rCh

Take Home Point: *Team up! Don’'t give up—no
matter Wh a.tl *Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.

Bible Event: Acts 5:17-42 The apostles are imprisoned for their
witness, freed miraculously, and then boldly proclaim Jesus in front of the
Jewish council.

Key Verse: Acts 5:32 “We saw all these things happen...”

We will help kids know:
e We are teamed up with the Holy Spirit to be witnesses to the world for Jesus.
e We team up with one another and find courage together to witness for Jesus
Christ.
e The content of witnessing is knowing Jesus as Savior and Lord and giving this
knowledge to another.

We will help kids feel:
e Courage to be able to share their faith in everyday situations.
e Love for fellow friends, family, and even enemies so they might share Jesus.

We will help kids do:
e Role play real life applications of witnessing in their world.
e Pray for God to show them their withess partner or partners they can find
strength in as they share together in witnessing about Jesus.
e Think of one person who needs their witness and pray for that person.
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THIS LESSON’'S ROADMAP

DESTINATION PAGE #

DISCOVERIES ON YOUR

SUPPLIES NEEDED

JOURNEY

Small Group 3-4 The kids’ job will be to problem | e gift bow for each group
Warm-Up solve in a game and illustrate | ¢ a hula-hoop, tape, or yarn
, how they can carry Jesus to the for each group to make a

U@&) world. circle

Large Group 4 Overview e Dao Dao with a heart

i headpiece around his
9-11 Puppet Presentation: “The No- face. To make, cut a hole
Matter-What Witness. "Dao Dao in a paper heart big
wants to be a witness for Jesus, enough for Dao Dao’s
no matter what. face to fit through. Place a
gift-wrap bow at the
10 Video: The Visual Bible: Acts, corner of the heart, and
(Acts 5:17-42) Peter and the on the heart write, “Jesus
other apostles are on trial in front loves you.”
of the Jewish Council.
Small Group 5-8 Kids will act out four different

Application

scenarios. They will practice
teaming up and never giving up
no matter what, as they think of
the ways they can present Jesus
to the person in need.

Memory Verse Learning:

“Cut & Paste”

For lesson 55-57, Rev. 2:10 will
be memorized to encourage
every child to be faithful to do
more for the Lord Jesus Christ.

whiteboard and marker
scissor for each child
reproducible from page 13
glue

a quarter piece of A4
colour paper
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Small Group Warm-Up: is minutes

, Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests
” M) feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right
%, direction for the lesson.

Supplies needed: gift bow for each group; a hula-hoop, tape, or yarn for each group to
make a circle

For this game you will need a gift bow and a hula-hoop, tape, or yarn to make a circle.
Begin with a discussion about giving a special gift.

Can you tell us about one really cool present that you gave
someone? Maybe it was the best present you ever gave to someone.

After this has been briefly discussed, say:

Today we will learn to give the very best present to the world. To
show you how this works we are going to play a game.

Use the hula-hoop, tape, or yarn to make a circle in one corner of your area. Then place
a gift bow on someone’s head who will “become Jesus.” The person representing Jesus
is placed at the opposite corner of the area from where the circle is.

The object of the game is for this Jesus person, who is the best gift, to be taken to the
world, which is symbolized by the circle. The rules of the game are that Jesus can not
walk, be dragged, or be carried on a person’s back to the circle, but he must get there
somehow. The kids’ job will be to problem solve and carry Jesus to the world.

Let the kids brainstorm for a short time and then make the following suggestion.

It will take two kids to do it. How can you use your hands to join
together so two people can make a seat?

This is how Jesus can be carried to the world. Make a saddle seat using a team of two
people facing each other. Have both children extend their arms in front of their bodies
with their hands down. Bend the right arm at a right angle and grab the left arm at about
the elbow. Now have partners, each with their left hand, attach to the other person’s
right arm. Their arms connected together form a square or “seat.” Together they will be
able to carry a person. The person being carried must place his arms around his
carriers’ necks for balance as he is lifted onto the seat made by the children.

You need to walk with the children and watch for any falls. Not every one will be strong
enough for this activity, so pick the proper candidates.

Kingdom Quest - Malaysia “The Early Church” Series Lesson 7 - 3



Restate that the goal is to carry the gift of Jesus to the circle, which symbolizes the
world.

What we are talking about today is how the disciples brought the
message of Jesus to their world. These two children are like the
disciples. When they put their hands together to carry Jesus it
shows us how they carried the message of Jesus to other people.
We, too, will bring Jesus to our world. So *team up! Don’t give up—
no matter what!

Large GFOUp 20-30 minutes

Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in
creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Supplies needed: Dao Dao with a heart headpiece around his face. To
make, cut a hole in a paper heart big enough for Dao Dao’s face to fit
through. Place a gift-wrap bow at the corner of the heart, and on the heart write, “Jesus

loves you.”
Overview:

Puppet Presentation: “The No-Matter-What Witness”
Dao Dao wants to be a witness for Jesus, no matter what. He thinks the best way to do

this is by wearing a special decoration.

Video: The Visual Bible: Acts.
Acts 5:17-42: Peter and the other apostles are on trial in front of the Jewish Council.

Even though they had strict orders not to mention Jesus’ name, they did it anyway.

Small Group Application: 20.2s minutes

Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives.
Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the
Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey.
The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how
Christ can work in the children's lives.

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when
scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
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Observation Questions: What happened?
Why did the disciples get put in jail? (Acts 5:16-18. The chief priest and
the whole party of the Sadducees were jealous of what the apostles were
doing.)

How did the disciples get out of jail? (Acts 5:19. An angel of the Lord
opened the door and let them out.)

What did they do after they got out of jail? (Acts 5:21. They went back
to the temple and started to teach.)

Did they all stick together as a team, or, was each apostle by
himself? (Acts 5:25, 29, 41. They were all together.)

What did the Jewish leaders do to the apostles when they heard
them preaching again? (Acts 5:27. They brought the apostles to stand
before the council.)

What did Peter and his team say to the Jewish leaders? (Acts 5:29,
32. They must obey God rather than people and that they were
witnesses.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
What do you think the apostles were feeling when they were first
thrown in jail?

What do you think they were feeling when they were let out of jail by
an angel?

Do you think they wanted to give up, or were they scared to talk
about Jesus after they were let out of jail?

Where do you think the apostles’ strength to give Jesus to others
came from? Read Acts 5:32. “We are witnesses to these things, and
so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
(Point out that it is not just a team that gives them strength, but it is
teaming up with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives us power but then he
puts us on a team with other believers).
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Application Questions: What does this mean to me?
Are you ever scared or uncomfortable when you try to witness to
someone about Jesus?

What lesson do we learn from this Bible event about witnessing?
(*Team up! Don’t give up—no matter what!)

Witnessing is giving Jesus to your world. Where do you get the
strength to do that? (From the Holy Spirit.)

Application Activity:

Four scenarios will be given in which the shepherd will narrate and teams of two or
three kids will act out. Assign the parts and read the script. Then have the children role
play the outcome. The children will practice teaming up and never giving up no matter
what as they think of the ways they can give Jesus to the person in need.

Scenario One: “Church Is Dumb”
The shepherd stands behind the student playing Josh and reads this description.

Hi, I'm Josh. | am playing on the playground. Two of my good friends
come up to me. (That’s and .) We start talking. This
is what | say to you. “I don’t know why you go to church because |
heard my Dad say that believing in Jesus is dumb. He was just some
guy who lived a long time ago. So, | guess Jesus must be a dumb
idea. Who do you say Jesus is?”

Interaction is ad-libbed at this point.

Scenario Two: “Rotten Yuan”
The shepherd stands behind the student playing Yuan’s part and reads this description:

My name is Yuan. Sometimes kids call me Rotten Yuan. That's
because not too many people like me. | am bigger than a lot of the
kids so | act like I don’t care anyway. | just like to hit 'em. But if you
really want to know the truth, | really do care that nobody seems to
like me. Maybe | hit 'em just because it is a way for people to pay
attention to me.

When we are waiting in line at the drinking fountain | see and
, who are talking about a party at their church. It makes me
mad that | can’t go so | say, “Your party is dumb,” and | push ’em.

At this point ad-lib the situation.
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Scenario Three: “Sad Yee Li”
The shepherd stands behind the student playing Yee Li's part and reads this
description:

Hi, my name is Yee Li. | am walking home from the bus with two of
my friends, and . | am talking about how my grandpa
is really sick and everyone is worried that he might die. | have to go
straight home and can’t play today. My grandma says we need to
pray, but I've never had God answer any prayers. Have you?

Ad-lib the rest of the discussion.

Scenario Four: “Left Out Audrey”
The shepherd stands behind the student playing Audrey’s part and reads this
description:

My name is Audrey. | am having a terrible day at school. Jo Ann, who
used to be my best friend yesterday, now doesn’t like me at all and is
trying to get everyone to not like me as well. She has called all the
kids on the playground together to whisper about me, and | can’t
hear what they are saying. | try to pretend that | don’t care but it
really does make me feel sad. | feel very alone. | think | will hate her
forever.

| am going to sit with and , and maybe they will be
my friends. | am going to tell them about all the bad things my used-
to-be-friend is saying. | am going to tell them how | am going to get
even with her. Maybe they would be my friends to help me get even.

Ad-lib the rest of the conversation. What would you say if you were the friends?

Memory Verse Learning: s minutes

Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids
enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: whiteboard and marker; scissor for each child; reproducible from page
13; glue; a quarter piece of A4 colour paper

Memory Verse: Revelation 2:10 ~ “But be faithful, even if you have to die. If you are

faithful, | will give you the crown of life.”

MV Presentation: “Cut & Paste”
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Have the children turn their Bibles to the scripture verse and read altogether. The
shepherd writes it on the whiteboard. Everyone recites and memorize. Then tell the
children that everyone is involved in a challenge called “Cut and Paste.” Each person
will receive a scissors and a piece of paper containing words of the memory verse. At
the shepherd’s indication, everyone is to cut-out the words and paste on to a colour
piece of paper provided. The first to complete with memory verse rightly arranged, will
be the winner.

Prayer Time:

Invite each child to think of someone who they might have a chance to give Jesus to or
witness to in their world. Then have them think about and pray for some special friends
to team up with so they can *team up and not give up—no matter what!

Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement
according to their unique needs. The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for
example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation. Each church is responsible for
determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or
adequate for its unique situation. The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for
each child and each situation. Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities
and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation. Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability
for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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Large Group Presentation

“The No-Matter-What Witness”
Puppet Presentation

Take Home Point: *Team up! Don’t give up—no matter what!

Dao Dao will appear with a large red heart attached to him in some ridiculous manner.
Cutting a hole in the heart so that it outlines his face might best do this. Place a gift-
wrap bow at the corner of the heart and on the heart write, “Jesus loves you.”

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:
Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

(Appears with heart on his face.) Hi, Teacher.

Hi, Dao Dao. What's that thing around your face?
Oh, this is my “no-matter-what witness.” Isn't it cool?
Your no-matter-what witness? What'’s that about?

Well, I know that today we're talking about taking Jesus to the world, no
matter what.

That’s right. We will be talking about how not to give up no matter
what.

Well, we are supposed to don't-give-up witness and no-matter-what
witness. So how about this?

This what?
This witness | have.

You mean this big heart with a bow tie on it that says, “Jesus loves
you?”

Yeah. Isn't this the best way to witness? | mean, no matter what I'm not
giving up if | wear this.

Do you think this is going to help people know Jesus?
Sure, Teacher. Won't it?
| don’t know, Dao Dao. Let’s ask the kids. Kids, what do you think?

Point your thumbs up if you think this would help Dao Dao witness at
school. Point your thumbs down if you think it wouldn’t help very
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Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

Dao Dao:

Teacher:

much. Pause for audience response. Uh oh, | see a lot of thumbs
pointed down. Maybe they think this won’t help you.

Okay, but I won't give up. Here, Teacher, you take it. You can wear it.

I don’t think it would help me either.

Well, what is going to help?

I'll tell you what will help: teaming up. Then it’s a lot easier not to
give up no matter what. Teaming up is a lot better way to share
Jesus with other people.

What do you mean, Teacher?

Watch our Bible event in which the early disciples were teamed
together so it was easy for them to have the courage of the Holy
Spirit. As a matter of fact, they were teamed up with the Holy Spirit
himself. God did a miracle and broke them out of jail. They didn’t
give up no matter what as they gave Jesus to the world.

Is that what we’re supposed to do?

That’s right. Today we are talking about witnessing, which is giving
Jesus to the world.

And we team up?
Team Up!

And don’t give up?
And don’t give up!
No matter what?

No matter what! Take a look at this, Dao Dao. Here is the Bible event.

Show Acts 5:17-42 from the video, The Visual Bible: Acts.
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After the video, the presenter will do a very brief wrap-up. One option would be to have
already selected kids who mastered the opening warm-up activity quite well,
demonstrate carrying Jesus to the world. As they do so, have the kids chant about how
it is that we witness. Again, we are defining witnessing as giving Jesus to the world and
how we do it is *Team up! Don’t give up—no matter what! By dividing the group into
thirds, this could be a fun chant to do while the example group is demonstrating getting
Jesus to the world.)

Dao Dao:  Okay, Teacher. You can have my know-matter-what witness decoration.
Actually, | think it will improve your looks quite a bit.

Teacher: Thanks, Dao Dao. Let’s have a closing prayer.

Dear God, Thank You for Your Holy Spirit who gives us the courage
to take the good news of Jesus to the world. Thank You for the
disciples who teamed up no matter what as an example for us to
team up with other believers. Help us to be courageous and to not
give up no matter what in sharing Jesus with others. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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Supplies:
Quantity (¢)

Small Group Warm-up:
— gift bow for each group
— a hula-hoop, tape, or yarn for each group to make a circle

Large Group:
— Dao Dao with a heart headpiece around his face. To make, cut a hole in a paper
heart big enough for Dao Dao’s face to fit through. Place a gift-wrap bow at the
corner of the heart, and on the heart write, “Jesus loves you.”

Small Group Application:
— no supplies needed

Memory Verse Learning:
— whiteboard and marker
— scissor for each child
— reproducible from page 13
— glue
— a quarter piece of A4 colour paper
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faithful, | you have | to die. | evenif | give you
But be | are | faithful, | Revelation 2:10 | | will
the crown | If you | of life.
faithful, | you have |to die. | even if | give you
But be | are | faithful, | Revelation 2:10 | | will
the crown | If you | of life.
faithful, | you have | to die. | evenif | give you
But be | are | faithful, | Revelation 2:10 | | will
the crown | If you | of life.
faithful, | you have | to die. | evenif | give you
But be | are | faithful, | Revelation 2:10 | | will
the crown | If you | of life.
faithful, | you have | to die. | evenif | give you
But be | are | faithful, | Revelation 2:10 | | will
the crown | If you | of life.
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