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Take Home Point: *WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH—We take care of one another.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Acts 6:1-7

Jesus Link: Jesus served us so that we can serve others.
We will help children know:

· The story of seven deacons being chosen to serve the widows food in the early church.

· Service is not a lowly job, but a way of showing others the love of Jesus.

· The best way Jesus served us was by dying on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins.

We will help the children feel:

· Humbled by Jesus’ service to them on the cross.

· Eager to serve others.

· Desire to share Jesus’ love through acts of service.

We will help the children do:
· Dramatize the story of seven deacons being chosen to serve the widows in the early church.

· Serve each other a snack of cheese and crackers as a way to apply the take home point.

· Use a game, “Table Set Dash,” to review the Bible event and start a discus-sion on ways to serve others.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· paper chain

· Bible

· microphone

· Biblical head coverings

· bite-sized cheese crackers

· seven bowls

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Cross Bookmark” Craft

Activity 2: “Service with a Smile” Snack

Activity 3: ”Table Set Dash” Game

Activity 4:  “Draw, Write & Say”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· one reproducible per two children with bookmark cut out for younger children

· paper punch

· 6-inch lengths of ribbon 

· items to decorate the cross: crayons, markers, stickers, etc.

Activity 2:
· bite-sized cheese crackers
· plates
· cups
· serviettes
· water or juice
· one or two wet dish cloths
Activity 3:

Per team:

· food tray

· paper plate

· serviettes
· grapes (can be plastic food)

· fork

· butter knife

· spoon

· soup spoon

· full glass of water

· two placemats

Activity 4:
· paper and pencils

	Large Group Wrap-up
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9
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er  Puppet



Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; paper chain; Bible; microphone; Biblical head coverings; bite-sized cheese crackers; seven bowls

Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes in wearing a paper chain around him. When the presenter asks why he has a chain around him. Xiao Hung explains that his mother makes him do so much work, he feels like a slave. In a whiny voice he says, “I have to clean my bedroom. I have to set the table. I have to feed the dog. All I do is work, work, work!”

The presenter expresses that Xiao Hung does have quite a bit of work to do, then says that in today’s Bible event seven men were happy to be chosen to do a special job.

Xiao Hung asks what that job was. Fighting fires? Arresting bad guys? Going up into space?

The presenter tells Xiao Hung, “no” to each job and then says that the special job they were chosen to do was giving food to widows, women whose husbands had died.

Xiao Hung is surprised. How can waiting on tables be a special job?

The presenter explains that there was a fight over how much food the widows were getting. Some people thought the widows weren’t getting enough food, so seven men were chosen by the disciples to help give food to the widows. Only men who were very godly and lived their lives for Jesus were chosen. Not just anybody could do that job.

Xiao Hung is confused. Why couldn’t anybody do that job? After all, his mom makes him wait on the table at home.

The presenter explains that an important job in the church is to show Jesus’ love by taking care of God’s family and that is what the men were chosen to do, so they had to be godly men, men filled with the love of Jesus. 

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point: *WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH–We take care of one another. The presenter says the first line; Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Xiao Hung says he wants to be godly and filled with the love of Jesus and do Jesus’ work. He takes off the chain and says he is going to go set the table for breakfast right now. Then he leaves.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater
Imagination Theater is an audience participation drama, in which the Bible event is told in creative fashion, using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that this is God’s Word, which tells us of the wonderful deeds God has done. Then, remove an imaginary hat from the box and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on their Imagination Hats, as well. They will use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to volunteer actors, as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation.


Pull several boys onto stage to play the part of Jesus’ disciples. Put the head coverings on them. Say:

Today, our Bible event is taken from a book of the Bible called Acts. In the Bible event the church gives food to women whose husbands had died, the widows. The women were very poor and didn’t have enough money to buy food. Let’s act out what happened.

Give each of the disciples several cheese crackers and have them passed out to the girls in the audience. There will not be enough crackers for everyone and those who do not receive a cracker will be disappointed.

Call the disciples back onto stage when they are finished. Say:

.
How many of you received a cracker? (Hands will go up.) I bet the rest of you feel that’s not fair. You want a cracker too. That is exactly what happened in the Bible event. Each day food was given out to the widows, but the Greek Christians didn’t feel their widows were being treated fairly. They felt that the Jewish Christian widows were getting more food. And so they began to grumble. Can you grumble?


The disciples had a problem. They didn’t want the love of God’s family to be destroyed by grumbling and complaining. But they were very busy spreading the news of Jesus to others. They needed to come up with a plan. Here’s what they did.

Pull seven boys onto stage and count them with the children. Say:


They chose seven men who were full of faith and love for Jesus and were wise about God to help take care of the widows. Those men were (point to each of the seven boys as you say the names.):


· Stephen

· Philip

· Procorus

· Nicanor

· Timon

· Parmenas and

· Nicolas

Huddle the men together and gather the disciples around them. Have the disciples put their hands on their heads and shoulders.

The disciples laid their hands on the men and prayed for them, asking God to bless their service. Then the men began serving Jesus by helping to serve His family—the widows who needed food.

Give each of the seven a bowl of crackers to distribute to each of the children in the audience. After each child has a cracker, pull the boys back on stage and finish the Bible event by saying:

The men joyfully served Jesus by serving others because they knew Jesus had joyfully and lovingly served them. In the same way, Jesus serves us by giving us people to take care of us, by giving us the things we need and by forgiving us. In the same way, we can serve and take care of one another because we are all children in God’s family.


Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part.* WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH—We take care of one another.
End with the following prayer:


Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Help me serve others as Jesus served me.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why were the seven men chosen? (They were arguing over whether or not all the widows were getting a fair amount of food and the seven men were chosen to make sure they all got a fair amount of food.)
How were the men chosen? (They were chosen because they were wise and filled with God’s Spirit. They had Christ-like hearts.)
Why is it important for Christians to serve other Christians? (Believers are a part of God’s family and families care for one another. When we serve one another, we are showing the love of Jesus. Most important, we serve because Jesus first served us, especially by dying on the cross.)
I wonder what some ways are in which we can serve God’s family… (Answers will vary but may include sharing with a friend or sibling, setting the table at home, or visiting someone who is lonely.)
Activity 1: “Cross Bookmark” Craft
Supplies needed:  one reproducible per two children with bookmark cut out for younger children; paper punch; 6-inch lengths of ribbon ; items to decorate the cross: crayons, markers, stickers, etc.

Instructions:

1. If the bookmarks are not cut out before hand, cut them out now.

2. Punch a hole in the top of the cross and tie a ribbon through it.

3. Write your name on the bookmark.

4. Decorate the bookmark using crayons, markers, stickers or other craft items.

5. Take the bookmark home and deliver it to a shut in, someone in a nursing home, or someone else who could use an encouragement.

To discuss:

The best way Jesus served us was by dying on the cross and coming back alive so our sins can be forgiven. Now the best way we can serve others is by sharing that good news with them. Give this cross bookmark to someone who needs an encouragement such as someone in a nursing home or someone who is sick. Serve that person by sharing the good news of Jesus with him or her.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part.* WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH—We take care of one another.
Activity 2: “Service with a Smile” Snack
Supplies needed:  bite-sized cheese crackers; plates; cups; serviettes; water or juice; one or two wet dish cloths
To do:

Have the children practice serving God’s family by doing different jobs to help serve the snack. As they eat, review the Bible event. Following are different jobs the children can help do:

1. Pass out plates.

2. Pass out serviettes.

3. Pass out crackers.

4. Pass out cups.

5. Serve water or juice.

6. Clear the table.

7. Wipe the table clean.

*Larger classes can have more than one child doing a job.

To discuss: 
When we serve others, we are sharing the love of Jesus. I wonder what are some other ways we can serve others…

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH—We take care of one another.
Activity 3: “Table Set Dash” Game
Supplies needed:  Per team: food tray; paper plate; serviettes; grapes (can be plastic food); fork; butter knife; spoon; soup spoon; full glass of water; two placemats
To set up:

1. Set a placemat at the starting point of the relay for each participating team.

2. Put a plate with grapes in the center of the mat.

3. On the left side of the mat place a folded serviette with a fork on top of it.

4. Put the glass of water several inches above the right side of the plate.

5. Immediately to the right of the plate place the knife, the tablespoon and the soup spoon.

6. Put the tray in front of the placemat.

7. Set the second placemat on the opposite side of the playing area.

To play:

1. The first child in line puts one item on the tray and carries it, as quickly as possible without dropping the item, to the placemat at the far end of the playing area.

2. The item must be placed in the same location on the second placemat that it was at on the first place mat.

3. The child hurries back to the line and returns the tray to where it started.

4. Each subsequent child repeats this process until every item is on the second place mat.

5. There are two winners for this game: the team that completes the dash first and the team that best replicates the table setting as it was on the first placemat.

Briefly review the Bible event. Say:  

One way we can serve God’s family is by serving them food. But there are so many ways to serve others. I wonder what some of those ways are? One thing I do know is that we serve God’s family because Jesus served us by dying on the cross and coming alive again so that those who trust His forgiveness can be a part of God’s family. We serve because Jesus first served us.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part.*WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH—We take care of one another.

Activity 4: “Draw, Write & Say”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: paper and pencils
Memory Verse:  Acts 2:44 ~ “All the believers kept meeting together, and they shared everything with each other.” (GW)

Memory Verse Learning:
Give each child a piece of paper and a pencil.  Ask the children follow you. On the top left corner, write Acts 2:44. Then each person draws one stick figure in the middle and write below it - “All the believers.” Next draw a church building that encompass the figure and write – “kept meeting together.” Add more stick figures, joining at hands and write – “and they share everything with each other.”
[image: image4.jpg]



Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for serving you, especially on the cross. Ask him to help you serve others.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Albie’s confused responses:

Activity 1:

“I don’t know how to read.”

Activity 2:

“We eat jars of butter.”

Activity 3: 

“We take care of otters.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 52

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· paper chain

· Bible

· microphone

· Biblical head coverings

· bite-sized cheese crackers

· seven bowls 

Small Group Application

Activity 1:

· one reproducible per two children with bookmark cut out for younger children

· paper punch

· 6-inch lengths of ribbon 

· items to decorate the cross: crayons, markers, stickers, etc.

Activity 2:
· bite-sized cheese crackers
· plates
· cups
· serviettes
· water or juice
· one or two wet dish rags
Activity 3:

Per team:

· food tray

· paper plate

· serviettes
· grapes (can be plastic food)

· fork

· butter knife

· spoon

· soup spoon

· full glass of water

· two placemats
Activity 4:
· paper and pencils
Large Group Closing:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here
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Date: ________________________


Series:  We are God’s Church (Apr-May)


 Year 2, Lesson 52





*If you have a smaller program, you may adjust downward the number of boy actors used.





Seven Chosen to Serve
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