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Take Home Point: *JESUS SERVED US—We serve others.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: John 13:1-17

Jesus Link:  Jesus came to serve, love, and save.
We will help children know:

· The story of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet.

· Jesus washed the disciples’ feet to show them how He would serve them and us by washing them clean from sin through His death and resurrection.

· Because Jesus served us, we want to serve Him by serving others.

· Ways to serve others.

We will help the children feel:

· Humbled that Jesus, the King of kings, would serve them.

· Thankful that Jesus did serve them by dying on the cross for their sins.

· Desire to reach out and serve others with love.

We will help the children do:
· Use a mystery box to tell the Bible event of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet.

· Retell the Bible event using blue milk and coco cream crackers for snack.

· Play a game, Shoe Pass, to reinforce the concept of serving others and as a launch for discussing ways in which they can serve others.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting puppet

· Bible

· chair

· mystery box

· crown

· pair of sandals

· small tub or basin

· towel

· jug of water

· small cross

	Small Group Application
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	6

6-7

7

7


	Activity 1: “Washcloth Art” Craft

Activity 2: “Dipping Fun” Snack

Activity 3:  ”Shoe Pass” Game

Activity 4:  “Banner Painting”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· cut cotton fabric to handkerchief size; draw heart on them with fabric markers

· newspapers

· short-sleeved, button down men’s shirts or plastic grocery bags

· clothespegs
· one inch squares of sponges for each child

· red fabric paint

· “tow foo fa” containers
Activity 2:
· cream crackers
· coco powder

· milk 
· blue food coloring
· cups
· serviettes
· small stir spoons
Activity 3:

· one chair per child

Activity 4:

· banner

· craft materials from activity 1
· additional tempera paints

	Large Group Wrap-up
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8
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Ting Ting puppet; Bible; chair; mystery box; crown; pair of sandals;
small tub or basin; towel; jug of water; small cross
Puppet Presentation:
Ting Ting comes out smiling. She asks the presenter if he notices anything different. The presenter looks over Ting Ting and makes several guesses: Does she have on a new outfit? Has her hair been cut? Did she grow taller? Each time Ting Ting replies, “No.”

Finally, Ting Ting has the presenter smell her hair. She smells wonderful. Ting Ting explains that her mother gave her a bath this morning and shampooed Ting Ting’s hair with her special shampoo that smells like flowers.  That made Ting Ting feel very special and very loved.

The presenter tells Ting Ting that what her mother did this morning reminds him of what Jesus did in the Bible event for today. He washed His disciples—not their hair, but their smelly, stinky feet. He did that because He loved them and wanted to show them how He came to earth to serve them. The best way Jesus would serve the disciples—and us—was by dying on the cross so not only their feet would be clean, but their hearts—and our hearts—would be clean from sin.

The presenter teaches Ting Ting the take home point: *JESUS SERVED US – We serve others. The presenter says the first line; Ting Ting responds with the second line. After practicing it with Ting Ting a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Mystery Box
The Mystery Box contains objects that will help the presenter tell the Bible event in creative fashion. These objects can be lifted out and shown as the story is told. Another option is to have a hole cut in the top of the box so that a child could put a hand into it and guess what the object is before it is shown.

Bring out the mystery box and tell the children that for today’s Bible event you will be using the items in the mystery box to teach them what it means to be a servant. Show the Bible. Say:

Today’s event comes from the book of John in God’s Word, the Bible.

Call up a child volunteer and have him sit on the chair. (Hint: Make sure it is a child who will be willing to take off his shoes and have his feet washed.) Pull the crown out of the mystery box. Begin:

Some of you may remember the Bible event in which Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. The people laid their coats on the ground and waved palm branches. They yelled out praises to King Jesus.

Today we are going to learn that King Jesus came to earth to be a servant. He came to serve His disciples, His followers, and us. 

Pull out the sandals. Say:

Jesus and His disciples were in the upper room of a house. They were going to have a special meal called Passover. It was meal to remember when God had saved His people from death in Egypt.

Before the meal, Jesus’ and the disciples’ feet were dirty. They wore sandals and walked everywhere. They walked in the dirty and dusty streets, so their feet were stinky and smelly.

In those days, servants would wash the feet of people who visited the home. That job was considered the lowest job of all because the feet were so dirty. But on this night something different would happen.

Take out the basin, the jug of water, and the towel. Say:

Jesus got up from the meal. He took off His outer robe and wrapped a towel around His waist. After that He poured water into a basin. 

Pour water from the jug into the basin. Take off the shoes and socks of the child sitting on the chair and begin washing his feet. As you do so, say:

Then Jesus went around and, one by one, began washing the feet of His disciples. When Jesus came to Peter, Peter said, “No, Lord! You shall never wash my feet!” 

Take out the cross.

Jesus answered Peter, “If I don’t wash your feet, than you are not one of my people.” Jesus was talking not only about washing Peter's feet, but also His heart. Peter, like us, was a sinner. A sinner is someone who does things that are against God’s laws. All people are sinners. All people need to be washed clean. Jesus was telling Peter that He was going to wash him clean by dying on the cross. Jesus also washed us clean by dying on the cross. Now all who believe and trust in Jesus are clean from their sins; they are forgiven.

Continue washing the child’s feet.

Jesus finished washing the disciples’ feet. Then He told them, “I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet. So you also should wash each other’s feet. A servant is not greater than his master. If you know these things, you will be happy if you do them.”

Jesus served the disciples by washing their feet. He wanted them to serve others. Jesus served us by dying on the cross, and He wants us to serve others. We can serve others by sharing our toys with friends, helping our parents with chores, bringing an offering to Sunday school to use for missions, and, most important, by telling others about Jesus so that they can trust in Him and their hearts can become clean from sin.

Jesus knew where He came from—heaven. And He knew where He was going—He was going to die on the cross, rise again and then go back to heaven to prepare a place for us. He was King of heaven and yet He served us by dying on the cross. Now let’s go and serve others with the love of Jesus.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SERVED US—We serve others.

End with a brief prayer with children repeating after each line.

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
Jesus gave Himself for us. (repeat)
Jesus came to serve us. Praise Jesus! (repeat)
Thank You, thank You, thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

How did Jesus serve His disciples in the upper room? (By washing their feet.)

Why did Jesus wash the disciples’ feet? (To show them that He would be washing their hearts clean by dying on the cross for their sins.)

What was the best way that Jesus served us? (He died on the cross so that we could also be washed clean from our sins.)

How can we serve others? (Answers will vary but may include making the bed for mom, sharing toys with a sister or brother, or comforting a hurt friend.) 

Activity 1: “Washcloth Art” Craft
Supplies needed:  cut cotton fabric to handkerchief size; draw heart on them with fabric markers; newspapers; short-sleeved, button down men’s shirts or plastic grocery bags;
clothespegs; one inch squares of sponges for each child; red fabric paint; “tow foo fa” containers

To make:

1. Spread newspapers on the table.

2. Put a man’s shirt on backwards and button the top button or slip arms through the loops of a plastic grocery bag to make a bib.

3. Squirt some paint into containers and stick the sponge into the end of the clothespin.

4. Use the sponge to dab paint into the form of a cross in the center of the washcloth.

5. Allow to dry.

To discuss:

One way Jesus served the disciples was by washing their feet. But the best way He served them, and us, was by dying on the cross and washing their hearts and our hearts clean from sin. What a wonderful act of love! How can we show Jesus’ love to others by serving them? 

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SERVED US—We serve others.

Activity 2: “Dipping Fun” Snack
Supplies needed:  cream crackers; coco powder; milk; blue food coloring; cups; serviettes; small stir spoons
To do:

1. The shepherd puts a drop of blue food coloring in the bottom of each child’s cup.

2. Pour milk into the cups and stir.

3. Sprinkle coco powder lightly over cream crackers.

4. Dip the cracker into the blue milk.

To discuss:

Review the Bible event. Say: Just as dipping the cracker into the cup 
cleans the coco off of it, Jesus cleaned the dirt off the disciples’ feet and cleaned their and our hearts of sin when He died on the cross! Now if we believe that Jesus died for us, we are clean from sin! 

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SERVED US—We serve others.

Activity 3: “Shoe Pass” Game
Supplies needed:  one chair per child

To play:

1. Sit on chairs in a circle.

2. Take off shoes and put them under the chair.

3. The shepherd calls the name of one child who uses her feet to pass one of her shoes to a child next to her, saying, “I serve you.”

4. The child with the shoe passes it, using only his feet, to the next child, repeating the words, “I serve you.”

5. Play continues in this manner as the children pass the shoe around the circle, using only their feet.

6. After a couple minutes, the shepherd calls a second child’s name and another shoe is added into play.

7. Continue playing and adding shoes as time, interest, and ability allow.

To discuss:

Jesus served the disciples by washing their feet. He served us by dying on the cross. How can we serve others?

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SERVED US—We serve others.

Activity 4: “Banner Painting” 
Supplies needed: banner; craft materials from activity 1; additional tempera paints
Memory Verse:  Matthew 20:28a ~ “The Son of Man... came to serve others...”

MV Presentation:   
Take out the broomsticks from the banner and lay banner on the floor with newspaper underneath it. Tell the children that they can help paint this banner with the sponges and various colour paints. But before they can start on the painting, they have to one by one recite Matthew 20:28. Let the children begin and have fun painting the banner.
Prayer Time:

Thank Jesus for serving you by dying on the cross. Ask Him to help you serve others. Fill in the blanks of the following prayer sentence: 

Dear Jesus, Thank You for serving me by dying on the cross. Please help me serve (name of person) by (name an action.) Amen.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of  each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:

“Jesus served us…”

Kids say:  



“…We serve others.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:
“Jesus served us…”
Xiao Er says: 

“…Don’t put underwear on 
the hippo.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “…Don’t ask for water buffalo for your 
  birthday.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “…You should serve me cookies.”
Presenter says: 
   “Xiao Er, listen one last time.

   Jesus served us…”

Kids response: 
   “…We serve others.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus served us…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
   (Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, 
   mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like  

   voice) “Jesus served us – We serve others.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 44

Large Group Opening
· Ting Ting puppet

· Bible

· chair

· mystery box

· crown

· pair of sandals

· small tub or basin

· towel

· jug of water

· small cross
Small Group Application

Activity 1:
· cut cotton fabric to handkerchief size; draw heart on them with fabric markers

· newspapers

· short-sleeved, button down men’s shirts or plastic grocery bags

· clothespegs

· one inch squares of sponges for each child

· red fabric paint

· “tow foo fa” containers

Activity 2:
· cream crackers

· coco powder

· milk 
· blue food coloring
· cups
· serviettes
· small stir spoons
Activity 3:

· one chair per child

Activity 4:

· banner

· craft materials from activity 1
· additional tempera paints
Large Group Wrap-up

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet
Date:	________________________
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