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Take Home Point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God helps me forgive.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Genesis 32:1, 17-18, 33:1-9

Jesus Link: We can forgive others because Jesus forgives us.
We will help children know:

· The story of Esau forgiving Jacob.

· Jesus forgives us when we sin.

· God can help us to forgive others.

We will help the children feel:

· Forgiven of their sins because of Jesus.

· Desire to forgive others.

· Strengthened to forgive through God.

We will help the children do:
· Participate in an imagination theater presentation of the Bible event.

· Make and eat a camping mix to demonstrate forgiveness.

· Play “Garbage Can Basketball” to demonstrate that forgiveness means to “throw away” or get rid of sins.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	4
5-7
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event – Imagination Theater
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· cloth to stuff in Xiao Hung’s sleeves 

· piece of bubble gum taped to Xiao Hung’s hand

· Bible

· child-sized Bible costumes for Jacob, Esau, Rachel & Leah

· Optional: head pieces for Rachel and Leah’s children


	Small Group Application
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	7-8
8
8-9
9

	Activity 1: “Forgiving Heart”  Craft

Activity 2: “Pour Out Forgiveness”     Snack

Activity 3:  ”Garbage Can Basketball” Game

Activity 4: “Save the Bean Bag”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· reproducible of heart with the words “God helps me forgive” printed on it

· two thin strips of red construction paper per child

· tape

· crayons

Activity 2:
· large bowl
· l small snack items for making camping mix: different snacks that can be purchased from Pasar Malam
· two cups per child: one for drink, one for snack

· water or juice

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION

· air popped popcorn

Activity 3:

· garbage cans equalling the number of small groups playing the game at one time

· masking tape

· several black crayons per group

· tack of newspapers per group

· timer

Activity 4:

· word cards
· flannel board

· bean bags

· plastic waste paper 
      basket


	Large Group Wrap-up
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	10
10
	Singing (Optional)
Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Optional:  music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet



Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; cloth to stuff in Xiao Hung’s sleeves; piece of bubble gum taped to Xiao Hung’s hand; Bible; child-sized Bible costumes for Jacob, Esau, Rachel & Leah; Optional: head pieces for Rachel and Leah’s children

Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes on stage with his sleeves padded with cloth in them and a piece of gum taped to his hand. He is looking around, especially behind his shoulder and appears jittery and nervous. The presenter greets Xiao Hung and then asks what is wrong and why his arms are so puffy. 

Xiao Hung shares that he got mad at Judy and hit her on the arm. Then he ran away from her. She was really angry and now Xiao Hung is afraid that when Xiao Hung sees him, she might hit him back on his arm. So he stuffed some cloth in his sleeves to protect his arm.

Xiao Hung shows the presenter the gum in his hand. He tells the presenter that he is really sorry for hitting Ting Ting and he thinks that if he gives her a piece of his super bubble, bubble gum she might forgive him and not tell his mom what he did.

The presenter shares that Xiao Hung’s problem reminds him of today’s Bible event. A couple weeks ago the children learned that Jacob tricked his brother Esau and stole something from him. So Jacob had to leave home because Esau wanted to kill him. In today’s Bible event, the children will learn that Jacob is returning home. He wants to tell Esau he is sorry and be forgiven. But, like Xiao Hung, he is scared. He thinks Esau will hurt him. So Jacob wants to give some gifts to Esau so Esau will forgive him. Instead, Jacob learns that Esau doesn’t want the gifts. He just wants to forgive his brother because God helped him to forgive.

The presenter tells Xiao Hung that he can’t buy forgiveness with a piece of gum. Ting Ting needs to forgive him from her heart. That is what God does. When you forgive someone, it means that you don’t want to get even or hurt that person back but, instead, you show that person love. We sin and do wrong things, but because Jesus died to take away our sins, God forgives our sins. Instead of staying angry at us, He shows us His love.

The presenter suggests praying that God helps Ting Ting forgive Xiao Hung, and Xiao Hung and the presenter pray together.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God helps me forgive. The presenter says the first part; Xiao Hung responds with the second part. After practicing it with Xiao Hung several times, the presenter teaches it to the children.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater 

Imagination Theater is an audience participation drama, in which the Bible event is told in creative fashion, using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that this is God’s Word, which tells us of the wonderful deeds God has done. Then, remove an imaginary hat from the box and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on their Imagination Hat, as well. They will use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to volunteer actors as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation.

Open the Bible and say:

Two weeks ago, you learned that Jacob tricked his father, Isaac, and stole Esau’s blessing. Esau was so mad he wanted to kill Jacob, so Jacob had to leave home. Today’s Bible event happened many years later. Jacob is now married and has children. He has decided it is time to return home. For the Bible event, we will be acting out the story. As you do so, I want you to pay close attention to find out if Esau forgave Jacob and what happened when they met.

Call two boys and four girls on stage and dress them in Bible costumes. One boy is Jacob and the other is Esau. The girls are Rachel, Leah and the maidservants. 

Optional: Dress several children in headpieces to represent Jacob’s children. They can also play the part without the headpieces. Put Esau on one side of the stage and Jacob and his family on the other side of the stage. Divide the rest of the children into the following groups: goats, sheep, cows, donkeys and camels. Give each group a speaking part as follows:

· Goats: Maa
· Sheep: Baa
· Cows: Moo
· Donkeys: Ee-aw, Ee-aw
· Camels: Clip clop, clip clop
Tell the children that each time they hear you say their animal, they are to make that animal’s sound.

Begin the Bible event:

Jacob had been away from his home. He was now married and had many children. God had blessed him with many animals and a lot of riches. Now, God told him it was time to go back to his home and his family. So Jacob loaded up the camels and donkeys and packed up the bags and prepared his family for a long trip.

But Jacob was scared. (Looks at child playing Jacob.) Show me how scared you are, Jacob. Esau had been very angry with him. He had even wanted to kill Jacob. What would Esau do when he saw him?

Jacob came up with a plan. He would send some gifts ahead to Esau so Esau would know he was sorry and not be mad any longer. So Jacob picked out some of his best animals. He picked out goats (maa), sheep (baa), cows (moo), donkeys (ee-aw, ee-aw) and camels (clip clop, clip clop) and sent them ahead to Esau with some animal herders.  First went the goats (maa). Next came the sheep (baa). Next were the cows (moo). Then came the donkeys (ee-aw, ee-aw). And last were the camels (clip clop, clip clop).

Next Jacob sent his women servants and their children to meet Esau. (Have girls playing the maid servants cross the stage to Esau with several 

of the children and bow down to Esau before leaving the stage.) Then he sent his wife Leah and her children. (Repeat steps above.) After Leah, came Rachel and her son, Joseph. (Repeat as before.) 

Finally it was Jacob’s turn to go meet his brother Esau. Would Esau kill Jacob or would he forgive him? As Jacob came closer to Esau, he bowed seven times to show him he was sorry. (Have Jacob slowly cross the stage bowing repeatedly.)

But when Esau saw Jacob, he didn’t kill him. Instead he ran to him, hugged him and kissed him. (Have Esau run to Jacob and hug him.) Esau didn’t want Jacob’s gifts; he just wanted to see his brother. God had helped him forgive!

And God helps us forgive, too. Sometimes people do mean things to us. Maybe they call us a mean name, hit us, or take a toy away from us. That can make us sad and mad. But God helps us forgive them. That means that we don’t want to get even or hurt them back. Instead, we show them love. We can forgive others because Jesus forgives us for the bad things we do. In fact, He died on the cross to take away our sins.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God helps me forgive.
End with the following prayer. Have the children repeat each phrase.

 Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being there, (repeat)
even when times are tough. (repeat)
Thank You that Jesus forgives me. (repeat)
Thank You for helping me to forgive others. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why was Jacob scared? (He was going back to see Esau and thought Esau might be angry and hurt him.)

How did God help Jacob? (He helped Esau forgive Jacob.)

What has someone done to make you angry? (Answers will vary but may include hitting, teasing, or not sharing.)

How does God help you? (He helps me forgive others.)
What does Jesus do for you? (He forgives me when I sin.)
Activity 1: “Forgiving Heart” Craft

Supplies needed: reproducible of heart with the words “God helps me forgive” printed on it; two thin strips of red construction paper per child; tape; crayons

To make:

1. Fold the paper strips back and forth, accordion style.

2. Glue the strips onto either side of the heart.

3. Use the crayons or markers to draw a face on the heart and decorate it.

When finished, discuss the meaning of the picture:

When someone does something wrong to you, how do you feel? Maybe you feel hurt or angry. (Cross paper arms over heart.) It is like your heart closes that person out. But when you forgive that person, you do not want to get even or hurt him or her. Instead you say, “I know you did something wrong, but I will still show you love.” (Fling open paper arms.) Esau threw open his heart and his arms and hugged Jacob. When we forgive someone, we also throw open our arms and reach out to them with love. Do you know what the best news is? Jesus does the same for us. He opened His arms on the cross and died for our sins so we can be forgiven!

Practice the take home point: EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God helps me forgive.

Activity 2: “Pouring Out Forgiveness” Snack

Supplies needed: large bowl; l small snack items for making camping mix: different snacks that can be purchased from Pasar Malam; two cups per child: one for drink, one for snack; water or juice; HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: air popped popcorn

Have the children name things others have done to make them mad. For each sin they name, pour one of the camping mix items into the bowl. Mix up the camping mix and then pour some of it into each child’s cup. Explain that when they forgive a person for a sin, they pour their love into that person’s heart. We can forgive others because Jesus has poured out His love by forgiving us for our sins.

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: Use popcorn (air popped) to represent each individual sin the children can say they have struggled with before. Place the popcorn in the middle of the table on a napkin. When the popcorn piles up, divide it among the children and talk about how forgiveness “clears the slate” and helps to start with a clean heart.  

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God helps me forgive.

Activity 3: “Garbage Can Basketball” Game
Supplies needed: garbage cans equalling the number of small groups playing the game at one time; masking tape; several black crayons per group; tack of newspapers per group; timer
 To set up:

1. Set the garbage cans in a horizontal line, about five feet apart.

2. Make a 3-4 foot, horizontal line of masking tape on the floor about ten feet away from each garbage can.

3. Set a stack of newspapers and several crayons immediately in front of each masking tape line.

4. Divide the children into equal sized groups and have one group stand behind each line of masking tape.

To play:

1. After the timer starts, all the participants can play at once. Hint: you might want to stack the newspapers in several piles for each line of masking tape, with crayons at each pile.

2. Using a crayon, make an “x” on a newspaper.

3. Wad up the newspaper into a ball.

4. Throw the ball into the garbage can. As all the children are playing at once, the balls will be flying fast and furious.

5. How many balls can your team get into the garbage can before the time is over?

6. The team with the most balls in the garbage can wins.

To discuss:

This game can remind us of forgiveness. Forgiveness means that the sin is crossed out and thrown away. It’s all gone. We can forgive others because Jesus forgives us. What sin you have you done that God has forgiven? What sin has someone done to you that you have forgiven?

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God helps me forgive.

Activity 4: “Save the Bean Bag”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: word cards; flannel board; bean bags; plastic waste paper basket.

Memory Verse:  Psalm 27: 1 ~ The Lord is my light and the one who saves me. I fear no one. The Lord protects my life.

Memory Verse Learning:


Gather the children in front of the flannel board. Ask the children to recite the memory verse as the Shepherd place the word cards on the board, and introduce the new portion of the memory verse. Then, remove the orange highlighted words at random as the children recite a few more times. Get the children to line up in two lines opposite one another. Give one child a few bean bags and the opposite child the waste paper basket. At the count of three, one child would throw the bean bag and the other would catch it with the basket. When they are done, both of the children will stand with each other and say the memory verse together. 

Prayer Time: 

Ask God to help you forgive a specific sin that someone has done to you. Thank Jesus for forgiving your sins.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice
.
Supplies needed: Optional:  music for the lesson; Xiao Er puppet
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Even in tough times…”

Kids say:  


“…God helps me forgive.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Even in tough times…”
Xiao Er says: 
“Chickens don’t have teeth.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “Don’t try to juggle bowling balls.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “Tigers always win at hide and seek.”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Even in tough times…”

Kids response: 
“…God helps me forgive.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Even in tough times…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—GOD HELPS ME FORGIVE.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 24

Large Group Warm-up

· Xiao Hung puppet

· cloth to stuff in Xiao Hung’s sleeves 

· piece of bubble gum taped to Xiao Hung’s hand

· Bible

· child-sized Bible costumes for Jacob, Esau, Rachel & Leah

· Optional: head pieces for Rachel and Leah’s children
Small Group Application

Activity 1:
· reproducible of heart with the words “God helps me forgive” printed on it (page 9 of lesson)

· two thin strips of red construction paper per child

· tape

· crayons

Activity 2:
· large bowl
· several small snack items for making camping mix, which can be purchased from Pasar Malam
· two cups per child: 1 for drink, 1 for snack

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· garbage cans equalling the number of small groups playing the game at one time

· masking tape

· several black crayons per group

· tack of newspapers per group

· timer
Activity 4:
· word cards

· flannel board

· bean bags

· plastic waste paper basket
Large Group Wrap-up

· Optional:  music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet
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