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Take Home Point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jump for joy!
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Luke 1:39-56

Jesus Link: God chose Mary, an imperfect human like us, to have His perfect  Son, Jesus.
We will help children know:

· The story of Mary visiting Elizabeth.

· Why Jesus our Savior makes us joyful.

· Ways to express the joy of Jesus.

We will help the children feel:

· Joyful that Jesus is their Savior.

· Eager to express that joy.

· Happy to share the joy of Jesus with others.

We will help the children do:
· Listen to a costumed Mary tell the story of her visit to Elizabeth.

· Learn a jumping frog game that can be used to tell friends about Jesus.

· Make bread and jelly crosses.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· video, The Animated Stories from the New Testament: John the Baptist (Nest Masters Inc., 1991)

· VCR and TV

· Mary costume

	Small Group Application
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6
7
7
	Activity 1: “Bread and Jam Crosses” Snack

Activity 2: “Jumping Frog” Game

Activity 3: ”Jumping Person” Craft

Activity 4: “Yippee Jump!”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· half a bread slice for each child

· strawberry jam
· plastic knives and plates
· serviettes
· cups

· water or juice

Activity 2:
· origami frog for each child 

· green lily pad (page 10) for each child

Activity 3:

· template on page 11

· 1 x 9-inch strips of construction paper—two for each child 

· glue 

· crayons

· paper punch

· large rubber bands cut in one spot—one for each child 

· labels with take home point on them
Activity 4:

· white board

· marker

· lily pads with Bible verse words
· masking tape



	Large Group Wrap-Up
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8
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· Sample materials from small group activities


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; video: The Animated Stories from the New Testament: John the Baptist (Nest Masters Inc., 1991); VCD and TV; Mary costume
Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung is bouncing in his stage area saying “Boing! Boing! Boing!” The large group presenter asks what is going on. Xiao Hung replies that he is a jumping bean. When asked why he’s jumping, Xiao Hung says he is just so excited that he can’t wait for Christmas. The large group presenter says:

That’s a great reason to jump. Christmas is Jesus’ birthday. When Jesus was born, God was giving the whole world a wonderful Savior. When you think about that, it makes you want to jump. In fact, in today’s story if you listen carefully, you will find there was once a baby who wasn’t even born yet and he jumped for joy inside his mommy’s tummy. 

Why don’t you help me practice the special words for today? Then we’ll listen to a visit from Mary. 

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR—Jump for joy! Then the presenter teaches it to the children.

Bible Event: A Visit from a Dramatized Character
A costumed adult presents the Bible event by telling it from a first person point of view. Explain to the children that they will meet an actor, someone pretending to be a person in today’s Bible event. Ask the children to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that this really is the person in the Bible event.
“A Visit from Mary”

Introduce the story by saying:

Today we are going to learn about someone else who jumped for joy for Jesus. That someone was a tiny baby who hadn’t even been born yet. His name would be John the Baptist. He was still in his mommy’s tummy when he jumped for joy. His mommy’s name was Elizabeth and this happened when Mary visited her when Jesus was just a tiny baby inside Mary’s tummy. It’s written in the Bible, but let’s watch it on video.

Show the video starting with Mary knocking at Elizabeth’s door. End after Elizabeth says “Now I know why my baby moved so strongly.” (Approximately one minute.) Then introduce the character that is pretending to be Mary. Everyone needs to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that it is Mary talking to them.

Mary:
(Enters.) Last week I told you about an angel coming to me. An angel brought some wonderful news. He told me I would have a baby, Baby Jesus. Baby Jesus will grow up to be the Savior of the world. He will give His life for us. He saves us from our sin. If we do anything wrong, we can trust Him as our Savior and He takes away the wrong things we have done. Then He fills us with His love. That news makes me so happy. 

Today I want to tell you what else happened to me. When the angel came, he told me that my relative, Elizabeth, would have a baby. I’m so happy for her. Elizabeth has wanted a baby for a long, long time. She thought she was too old to have a baby, but nothing is too hard for God. 

When I heard Elizabeth would have a baby, I decided to travel to her town to visit her. I couldn’t wait to see her and tell her my good news. I was going to have a baby, too, and He would be the Savior of the world.

When I got to Elizabeth’s house, she opened the door and the baby inside her tummy jumped for joy! Her baby’s name would be John the Baptist. Already he knew that I am going to be the mother of the Savior Jesus. So I guessed that was a great reason to jump for joy. *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jump for joy!

I was so excited that I sang a song. It went something like this. (If the actress is brave enough, she can sing these words to the tune of “This Little Light of Mine” [version from Psalty ablum].)

Praise Him. Praise Him. Praise Him
Praise Him for His goodness, 

Praise Him. Praise Him. Praise Him

Praise Him ’cause He loves me.

Praise Him. Praise Him. Praise Him
Praise Him for His goodness, 

He is going to send His Son!

Mighty. Mighty. Mighty
Mighty is the Lord God, 

Mighty. Mighty. Mighty 

Mighty is the Savior.

Mighty. Mighty. Mighty
Mighty is the Lord

Mighty is the one to come!
Jump for joy. Jump for joy.

Jesus is the Savior, 

Jump for joy. Jump for joy.

Jesus is the Savior.

Jump for joy. Jump for joy.

Jesus is the Savior, 

Jesus is your Savior.
Mary walks off stage. The presenter reviews the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jump for joy! End with a brief prayer with children repeating after each line.

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
He is our Savior. (repeat)
We jump for joy! (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why did Elizabeth’s baby jump inside of her? (Because Mary was the mother of Jesus the Savior.)

Why is Jesus our Savior? (Because He came to take away our sins.)

How does that make you feel? (Answers will vary.)

How can we show Jesus that we are joyful? (Answers will vary but may include jumping up and down, singing, shouting, etc. To elicit answers, ask children what they do when their favorite team wins a game or when they hear some good news. The good news of Jesus is better than anything!)

How can we share the joy of Jesus with other people? (Answers will vary but may include telling them, inviting them to church, etc.)

Activity 1: “Bread and Jam Crosses” Snack

Supplies needed: half a bread slice for each child; strawberry jam; plastic knives and plates; serviettes; cups; water or juice

Give each child a half slice of bread. Show them how to use a plastic knife to cut the bread in half again, lengthwise. Have the children spread the jam on both pieces of bread. Show them how to form a cross with the two pieces of bread. Eat!

As the children work and eat, practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jump for joy. Explain that we jump for joy because Jesus was born for us. After baby Jesus grew up, he died on a cross. The red jam helps us remember that Jesus’ blood washed away all the bad things we do—all our sin. This makes us so happy we want to jump for joy.

Activity 2: “Jumping Frog” Game

Supplies needed:  origami frog for each child; green lily pad (page 10) for each child

Create a three feet line with masking tape. Give each child a lily pad sheet and have them place it about a foot away on the floor from the line. To play the game, each child takes turn to toss the frog onto the lily pad while standing behind the line. The object of the game is to make the frogs “jump” onto the lily pads and land on the word “joy.” 
Explain to the children that we are joyful because of Jesus. Jesus is our Savior—He came to save us from our sins, or the bad things we do. Tell the children that this game is a way they can share their joy with their friends. They can play the game with a friend, taking turns making the frog jump with joy onto the lily pad. 

Encourage the children to tell their friends that they got the game from church because they learned to “Jump for Joy for Jesus.” Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jump for joy.

Activity 3: “Jumping Person” Craft

Supplies needed: template on page 11; 1 x 9-inch strips of construction paper—two for each child; glue; crayons; paper punch; large rubber bands cut in one spot—one for each child; labels with take home point on them
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Have the children make a jumping person:

1. Clour the “person” and “shoes.”

2. Fold the strips of paper accordion style.

3. Glue the strips to the back of the bottom of the “person as legs.

4. Glue on the “shoes” at the other end of strips.

5. Shepherd, punch a hole in the top of the “person.”

6. Help the children thread the rubber band through the punch and tie a loop.

7. Put a label with the take home point on the back of the “person.”
Show the children how to hold the loop of string and make the puppet jump up and down. Review the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jump for joy. 

Review why Jesus makes us jump for joy. He was born to grow up and give His life for us on the cross to take away our sin.

Activity 4: “Yippee Jump”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board, marker, lily pads with Bible verse words, masking tape.
Memory Verse:  Isaiah 9:6 ~ “God will give a Son to us.”
Memory Verse Learning:

Before class, paste the lily pads on the floor of the classroom randomly. Shepherd opens the Bible and read the Bible verse. He then writes on to whiteboard and have children recited a few rounds. Get a child to call out the memory verse as he jumps to the corresponding lily pad. Then, all the children shout “Yippee!” after their friend finish his turn. Explain to the children that we can rejoice for God has given us His Son to come and save us. Encourage the children to take turns to do the “Yippee Jump”.
Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for being born for you. Tell Jesus that because He is your Savior, you want to jump for joy. Say the Lord’s Prayer. 

End by practicing the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jump for joy and jumping in the air. The kids can jump while saying it. 

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
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Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: Xiao Er puppet; sample materials from small group activities

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
[image: image21.jpg]


Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids say:  


“…Jump for joy”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus is our Savior…”
Xiao Er says: 
“I have jam all over my feathers!”
Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “I jump like a frog!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “I made a paper plate with legs on it!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample:  “Yippee! Yippee! Yippee! I like jumping.”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er,  listen one last time.

Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Jump for joy”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our Savior…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – JUMP FOR JOY”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 29

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· video: The Animated Stories from the New Testament: John the Baptist (Nest Masters Inc., 1991)

· VCR and TV

· Mary costume
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:
· half a bread slice for each child

· strawberry jam

· plastic knives and plates
· serviettes

· cups

· water or juice

Activity 2:

· origami frog for each child 

· green lily pad (page 10) for each child. Cut them out.
Activity 3:

· template on page 11

· 1 x 9-inch strips of construction paper—two for each child 

· glue 

· crayons

· paper punch

· large rubber bands cut in one spot—one for each child 

· labels with take home point on them
Activity 4:

· white board 

· marker

· lily pads with Bible verse words 
· masking tape

Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities
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