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Take Home Point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR –  Jesus was born for me.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Luke 2:1-7

Jesus Link: Jesus left a perfect heaven to become human in an imperfect world.
We will help children know:

· The story of Jesus’ birth.

· Jesus is the real gift of Christmas.

· Jesus was born to save us from our sins.

We will help the children feel:

· Happy that Jesus was born to be their Savior.

· An attitude of worship for baby Jesus.

· A sense of celebration at the birth of Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Watch a brief video clip of Jesus’ birth.

· Make a birthday cupcake to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.

· Follow a path to find and worship the gift of Christmas—Jesus.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	4

4
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting and Xiao Hung puppets

· two brightly wrapped gifts—one for Xiao Hung and one for Ting Ting; Xiao Hung’s gift is larger than Ting Ting’s

· video: The Animated Stories from the New Testament: The King Is Born (Animated Stories Inc., 1987)
· VCR and TV

· 
Joseph costume


	Small Group Application
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8
	Activity 1: “Birthday Cake” Snack

Activity 2: “Treasure Hunt” Game

Activity 3: ”Christmas Gift” Craft

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· one cup cake for each child

· one small stick biscuit for each child

· red icing
· cups

· juice or water

Activity 2:
· three clue cards that is  numbered 1, 2, 3. If you have a larger program, you may want to make several different sets of clue cards and have more than one treasure hunt going on at a time.

· box gift-wrapped in plain brown paper, with a bow on it that matches the bows on the clue cards. 

· tape

Activity 3:

· small plastic bags (to make the craft look more like a Christmas gift) 
· scissors

· yellow paper—shredded paper or tissue paper

· one toilet paper tube for each child or gift-wrap tubes cut into smaller sections (balloons may be substitutes) 

· one tissue for each child

· glue 

· markers

· 8-inch ribbon for each child

· cellophane tape 

· glass-paper of A3 size for each child
· one printed label for each child that reads “Jesus is our Savior—Jesus was born for me.”


	Large Group Wrap-Up
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9
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Ting Ting and Xiao Hung puppets, two brightly wrapped gifts—one for Xiao Hung and one for Ting Ting; Xiao Hung’s gift is larger than Ting Ting’s

video: The Animated Stories from the New Testament: The King Is Born (Animated Stories Inc., 1987)VCR and TV; Joseph costume
Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung and Ting Ting come out, each one carrying a gift. Xiao Hung brags that his gift is larger than Ting Ting’s gift. Ting Ting counters that by the time Christmas arrives, she will have more gifts. The presenter interrupts and asks if that is what Christmas is about. Xiao Hung and Ting Ting answer, “Yes.” The presenter disagrees and explains that while presents are fun, Christmas is about Jesus. After all, Jesus is the best present of all. 

The presenter explains that new toys are fun to play with but, after a while, toys break, get lost, or children grow too big for them. But Jesus is a present that lasts forever. He came to give His life for us so our sins would be taken away. Jesus is alive now and is with us forever. And someday we will get to be with Jesus in heaven forever. Why? Because Jesus was born for us. 

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung and Ting Ting the take home point and they practice it: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus was born for me. Then the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: A Visit from a Dramatized Character
A costumed adult presents the Bible event by telling it from a first person point of view. Explain to the children that they will meet an actor, someone pretending to be a person in today’s Bible event. Ask the children to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that this really is the person in the Bible event.
Introduce the story by saying:

Today in our Bible event, we are going to learn about the day Jesus was born. Mary and Joseph had to walk a long way to the town of Bethlehem. When they got there, they could find no place in an inn where they might sleep. Instead, they found another place where they could rest. Do you know where it was? Listen and find out because that’s where Jesus, Savior of the world, was born. This is all written in the Bible, but let’s watch it on a video.

Show the video starting with Mary and Joseph walking to Jerusalem. End after Joseph tells Mary to sleep. (Approximately five minutes.) Then introduce the character that is pretending to be Joseph. Everyone needs to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that it is Joseph, Mary’s husband, talking to them.

Joseph: 
(Enters.) Greetings, friends! My name is Joseph. I want to tell you about a very important journey and an even more important gift. 

I was engaged to marry a special woman named Mary. An angel came to visit her and tell her she was going to become the mother of Jesus, the Savior of the world. When He grows up, His job is to take away the sins of the whole (spread arms wide) world. He is God’s Son. 

After Mary went to visit her relative, Elizabeth, we had to take a journey—a long trip. (Walk in place.) The king told everyone to go to the town their family came from and pay taxes (mime paying someone money) or money, to the king.

So, we loaded up a few things (pantomime putting things on a donkey) and headed (walk in place) down the road to a town called Bethlehem. I was worried the trip would be hard on Mary. She was going to have the baby soon. (Cradle arms and pretend to rock baby.) We walked for many days—more than ten days! 

Can you count to ten? (Count with children.) We were so tired when we got to Bethlehem!

When we got to Bethlehem, I knocked (pretend to knock making knocking sounds) and knocked (knock) and knocked (knock) on doors. “No room!” (Shake finger.) “No room!” (Shake finger.) “No room!” (shake finger) we were told. 

Finally, we found a stable, a cave (arch arms over head), where the farm animals live. I was glad for a warm, quiet place to rest. (Rest head on hands.)

That night something exciting happened. Mary gave birth to the Savior, baby Jesus! (Cradle arms.) While God is Jesus’ Father, I am His new daddy here on earth! Even more exciting, Jesus is my Savior. (Spread arms out like a cross.) He came to take away my sins and He’s your Savior, too! 

Wow! Jesus is the best gift of Christmas because *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus was born for me!

Joseph walks off stage. The presenter reviews the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus was born for me! End with a brief prayer with children repeating after each line.

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
He’s our Savior. (repeat)
He was born for me. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What exciting news did Joseph have to tell? (Baby Jesus was born.)

What is the best gift of Christmas? Why? (Jesus, because He is our Savior.)

Christmas is Jesus’ birthday. How can we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus? (Answers will vary, but may include having a birthday party for Jesus, singing songs, going to special church services, decorating for Jesus’ birthday, etc.)

Activity 1: “Birthday Cake” Snack

Supplies needed: white board, one cup cake for each child, one small stick biscuit for each child, red icing, cups, juice or water

Give each child a cup cake and a stick biscuit. Let them dip the end of their stick biscuit in red frosting and stick it in the frosting for a candle. Explain that Christmas is when we celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

(Memory verse is done in the midst of this activity.)
Before the children eat the cake, ask the children to sing a birthday song to Jesus. Teach the children to sing the memory verse in the tune of “Happy Birthday”:




God will give a Son to us,

God will give a Son to us,

And His name is Jesus,

God will give a Son to us.




Isaiah 9:6
Then continue by singing “Happy Birthday to Jesus.” Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus was born for me. Explain that it is because Jesus was born for us, that Christmas is happy. Eat!

Activity 2: “Treasure Hunt” Game

Supplies needed: three clue cards that is numbered 1, 2, 3. If you have a larger program, you may want to make several different sets of clue cards and have more than one treasure hunt going on at a time; box gift-wrapped in plain brown paper, with a bow on it that matches the bows on the clue cards. Inside the box should be a doll wrapped in swaddling cloths like baby Jesus; tape.
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Treasure hunt directions: 

1. Explain to the children that they will be going on a treasure hunt to find the greatest gift of Christmas. They must follow the signs starting at number one to follow the trail to the gift, just as Mary and Joseph followed the path to Bethlehem before Jesus was born.

2. Help the children find the clue cards and follow them to the gift-wrapped box. 

3. Express surprise that, after following the fancy clue cards, the gift is so plain. Ask the children what they think they will find inside the box.

4. Open the gift and let the children peek inside. The best gift of Christmas is baby Jesus! Say: 

Everyone was so surprised that the box was plain because we celebrate Christmas with many fancy things like fancy presents, fancy cookies, and fancy decorations. But baby Jesus wasn’t born in a fancy place. He was born in a plain, ordinary stable to poor parents. Even so, He is the best Christmas gift because *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus was born for me. 

When Jesus was a baby, He was laid in a wooden manger. When He grew up, Jesus died on a wooden cross to take away our sins, those things we choose to do wrong. Because Jesus came to us as our Christmas gift, we can give Him our sins.

5. Have the children pretend to place their hearts in the box. It’s a way of saying, “I love you, Jesus.” 

6. If you have time, sing the memory verse song. 

7. End with a short prayer thanking Jesus for being the best Christmas gift of all. 

Activity 3: “Christmas Gift” Craft

Supplies needed: small white plastic bag (to make the craft look more like a Christmas gift); scissors; yellow paper—shredded paper or tissue paper; one toilet paper tube for each child cut into smaller sections (balloons may be substitutes); one tissue for each child; glue; markers; 8-inch ribbon for each child; cellophane tape; glass-paper of A3 size for each child one printed label for each child that reads “Jesus is our Savior—Jesus was born for me.”

Have the children make a craft that shows Jesus as the
gift of Christmas.

1. Fold plastic bag into a manger shape.

2. Explain that the real gift of Christmas is Jesus,

so today you will be making Christmas gifts with 

a baby Jesus inside.

3. Give each child a label to stick on the outside 

of the bag and practice the take home point: 

*JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Jesus was born

 for me.

4. Have the children decorate the outside of the bags.
5. Have the children put some of the yellow paper inside the bag.
6. Have the children use markers to draw baby Jesus’ face on their toilet paper tube.
7. Glue the tissue on the tube to look like swaddling cloths. Make sure baby Jesus’ face is showing.
8. Place baby Jesus inside the bag and then on top of glass-paper. Gather all ends of glass paper together so as to tie a bow at the gathers.
9. Encourage the children to give the gift away as a means to help a friend or family member remember that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday and Jesus is the best Christmas gift ever.

Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for being born at Christmas. Thank Him for being our Savior and coming to take our sins away. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: Xiao Er puppet; sample materials from small group activities.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids say:  


“…Jesus was born for me.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our Savior…”
Xiao Er says: 
“He eats birthday cake!”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “He hides in brown paper boxes!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “He gives me plastic bags!”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Jesus was born for me.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus is our Savior…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – JESUS WAS BORN FOR ME.”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 30

Large Group Opening:

· Ting Ting and Xiao Hung puppets

· two brightly wrapped gifts, one for Xiao Hung and one for Ting Ting; Xiao Hung’s gift is larger than Ting Ting’s

· video: The Animated Stories from the New Testament: The King Is Born (Animated Stories Inc., 1987)
· VCR and TV

· Joseph costume: robe with belt, towel, and rope to make head covering
Small Group Application:
Activity 1:

· one cup cake for each child

· one small stick biscuit for each child  }  Strawberry flavour of “Rocky” 
· red icing



      }      is very appropriate.
· cups

· juice or water

Activity 2:
· three clue cards: The clue cards should be made from matching sheets of very glitzy Christmas wrapping paper and colored bows. All the clue cards should look the same, except that they should be numbered 1, 2, 3. If you have a larger program, you may want to make several different sets of clue cards and have more than one treasure hunt going on at a time.

· box wrapped in plain brown paper, with a bow on it that matches the bows on the clue cards. The lid of the box should be wrapped separately from the box. Inside the box should be a doll wrapped in swaddling cloths like baby Jesus. 

· tape
Activity 3:

· small white plastic bags (to make the craft look more like a Christmas gift) or brown 
     paper lunch bags (to make the craft look more like a manger)

· scissors

· yellow paper—shredded paper or tissue paper

· one toilet paper tube for each child or gift-wrap tubes cut into smaller sections      

     (balloons may be substitutes) 

· one tissue for each child

· glue 

· markers

· 8-inch ribbon for each child
· cellophane tape

· glass-paper of A3 size for each child

· one printed label for each child that reads “Jesus is our Savior. Jesus was born for 
     me.”

Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities
Date: 	________________________


Series:  Our Savior Came to Earth (Dec-Mar)


 	Year 1, Lesson 30





Advance Preparation:


Place the gift-wrapped box with the doll inside in a quiet corner of the building.


Tape the clue cards to the walls leading to the gift-wrapped box.








Jesus Is Born
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