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Take Home Point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Jesus loves me, too.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Matthew 19:13-15

Jesus Link: Everyone, even the smallest child, is important to Jesus.
We will help children know:

· Jesus is a friend to everyone—including kids!

· Jesus is their friend, too.

· Jesus loves them.

We will help the children feel:

· Loved by Jesus.

· Befriended by Jesus.

· Touched by Jesus’ love.

We will help the children do:
· Experience the story of Jesus blessing the children through a dramatic activity.

· Retell the story using their snack.

· Play a game, “Jesus’ Blessings Coming Down.”

· Make a heart full of hugs.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· treasure box (same one used in previous Bible events)—inside is a Bible covered with pretend gold coins. Also in the box is a sample of the craft from Activity 3

· police hat

· night stick (one can be made by taping paper towel tubes together, wrapping with black electrical tape, and attaching a shoe string loop)

· police tape (available at hardware stores)

	Small Group Application
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	6

7

8

8
8
	Activity 1: “Bible Event Review” Snack

Activity 2: “Jesus’ Blessings” Game

Activity 3: ”Heart Full of Hugs” Craft

Activity 4: “Memory Verse Recall”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· stick biscuit
· round corn snack
· cotton candy
· raisins
· serviettes
· water or juice
· cups

Activity 2:

· no supplies needed

Activity 3:

· several stickers per child

· photocopied heart reproducible, optional: cut out ahead of time or die cut hearts with the words “Jesus hugs you!” printed on label
· scissors, if hearts are not precut

· tape or stapler

· crayons
Activity 4:

· last week‘s A3 visual
· 3X5 cards with Bible verse 
      words written 


	Large Group Wrap-Up
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	9

9
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; treasure box—inside is a Bible covered with pretend gold coins. Also in the box is a sample of the craft from Activity 3; police hat; night stick; police tape.
Puppet Presentation:

When invited to come out, Xiao Hung barely peeks his head over the side. The presenter asks him what is wrong. Xiao Hung says he feels small. No one ever notices him.

Xiao Hung goes on to explain that his dad was too busy reading the paper, his mom was busy with the dishes, and Ting Ting was playing in her room. No one even noticed he was around when he asked each if they would play. Xiao Hung decides that small kids must not matter to grown-ups or important people—sometimes even to sisters.

The presenter reminds Xiao Hung that small kids matter very much to God. Xiao Hung is encouraged. The presenter continues to explain that kids matter so much that He sent His Son Jesus into the world to give His life for all people—especially kids! When Jesus had many important adults listening to Him, He invited the children to come and sit on His lap to be the closest to Him.

The presenter concludes his encouragement by reminding Xiao Hung that, especially when he is here learning about Jesus and worshiping Him, *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Jesus loves me, too.
Bible Event: A Visit from a Dramatized Character
A costumed adult presents the Bible event by telling it from a first person point of view. Explain to the children that they will meet an actor, someone pretending to be a person in today’s Bible event. Ask the children to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that this really is the person in the Bible event.

“Let the Kids Come to Me”

In addition to the storyteller, the adult playing the role of the police officer is needed. 

The storyteller begins by telling the children that Jesus loved to share treasures with people. The storyteller holds the treasure box up for the children to see. But Jesus’ treasures weren’t gold, diamonds, or even beautiful jewels. His treasures were stories of how God loves everyone and wants us to come to Him—stories about how God loves us and wants us to trust Him. Look at what Jesus told the people… (The children will crowd closer to the storyteller.)

As the storyteller lifts the lid of the treasure box, the policeman comes out swinging the nightstick and pushing the children back. He says:

Okay—everybody back. You are violating Section 3, Rule 27 of the crowding the adult rule. Page 10 says to keep far back from the storyteller. Back up! Back up everyone! The storyteller is an important person you know. He’s here to tell the story. Back up! I’m just going to put some police tape here to show you where you must stay. We don’t want any arrests! Back up! 

The policeman continues to interact with the children as he makes the children back up and sections off the area with police tape. After he finishes, he makes one last warning and steps aside. The storyteller stands gaped mouth.

As the policeman stands there, the storyteller gently explains to the policeman that it’s okay. He’s not really that important. And he doesn’t care if the children crowd around him while he tells them about Jesus. The policeman apologizes and tells the children that it is okay to move closer to the storyteller. The police officer leaves.

After the policeman exits, the storyteller regains his voice and expresses disbelief at what the policeman has done. The storyteller says:

I think that policeman was all mixed up. He meant well but he wasn’t supposed to be here making those rules. Maybe he thought he was helping because he thought I was too important to have children crowd around me. Do you think that’s true? I don’t either. 

Let’s take down the tape and you can come close. I want to tell you who really is important. His name is Jesus. Let me tell you about a time that children wanted to crowd around Jesus and what happened. 

Jesus was having a very busy day. Many people were listening to Jesus as He told about His treasures. (The leader opens the treasure box and “finds” the Bible.) Jesus’ treasures were the important things He had to tell the people. 

While Jesus was telling about His treasures, some mothers and children came to see Jesus. The mothers wanted Jesus to touch their children and ask God to bless them with good things. When Jesus’ helpers, the disciples, saw the mothers and children, they said, “Go away! Jesus is too busy and too important for children.” Shake your fingers and say, “Go away!” (Let the children respond.) 
I am sure those children felt sad, just as you did when the policeman came in and told you to back up. Show me a sad face. (Children respond.)
But Jesus did a most amazing thing. He didn’t listen to the disciples. Instead, He told the children, “Come! Come to me! Heaven is for people like these children!” Wave your hands and say, “Come!” (Children respond.)
So, the children came. They sat on Jesus’ lap. He held them in His arms. And He prayed that God would bless them with good things. 

Do you know what the best treasure of this Bible event is? The best treasure is when you know *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Jesus loves me, too! 

(Pull out “Heart Full of Hugs” craft from the treasure box.) This reminds me of that treasure. The heart reminds me that Jesus does love me, and the sweet hugs inside remind me that if I could see Jesus right now face to face, I could get as close to him as I want.

Do you know how I know Jesus loves me? Because He gave His life for me when He died on the cross. All my sin is taken away so I can be His friend. Remember: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Jesus loves me, too!

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
He is our friend. (repeat)
Jesus loves me. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Have you ever had someone tell you, “Go away,” “Leave me alone,” or “I don’t want to be with you!” How does it feel? How did you feel when the policeman told you to move back? (Answers will vary.)

How do you think the children felt when the Jesus’ helpers told them to go away? (Answers will vary.)

What did Jesus do? (He told the children to come, and He held them and blessed them.)

How does Jesus show us that He loves us, too? (Answers will vary but may include gives us parents, gives us our home, helps us when we get hurt. As this will be a hard question for the children, it is okay to give them ideas.)

Activity 1: “Bible Event Review” Snack

Supplies needed: stick biscuit; round corn snack; cotton candy; raisins; serviettes; water or juice; cups
Before the shepherd hands out each snack item, he tells a part of the story to go with the item. Use the following as a guide:

· Round corn snack: One day Jesus was telling the people about His treasure, when some children came to Him. Jesus’ greatest treasure is that He loves everyone and is our friend. The Corn snack is the color of gold—a reminder of the treasure of Jesus’ love.

· Stick biscuit: The stick biscuit is like a straight line. It reminds us of the line the policeman was making to keep the children away from the storyteller. The line also reminds us that the disciples tried to keep the children away from Jesus.

· Raisin: A raisin is wrinkled, like the wrinkles of a sad face. The children must have felt very sad when the disciples told them to go away.

· Cotton candy: Cotton candy are soft. When Jesus told the children to come to Him, Jesus touched them softly and with a lot of love. And Jesus loves us, too!

Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Jesus loves me, too!

Activity 2: “Jesus’ Blessings” Game

No supplies needed.
Play a new version of “London Bridges.” Have two children hold hands to form a bridge. As the other children walk in a circle under the bridge, have the children sing:

(Tune: “London Bridges”)

Jesus’ blessings coming down,

Coming down,

Coming down,

Jesus’ blessings coming down,

All over ___________. (Have the children bring their hands down and name the child caught in the bridge.)

After a child is caught, the shepherd hugs the child and says, “Jesus loves you, (child’s name).” That child will take the place of one of the bridge builders and the game continues until each child has been caught. 

Option: Use a beach ball to “bop” over the children’s heads, each child “bopping” it up when it floats by. As you do, sing the song. When it gets to the person’s name, let that person catch the ball and begin a new game.

Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Jesus loves me, too!
Activity 3: “Heart Full of Hugs” Craft

Supplies needed: several stickers per child; photocopied heart reproducible, optional: cut out ahead of time or die cut hearts with the words “Jesus hugs you!” printed on label; scissors, if hearts are not precut; tape or stapler; crayons

Give each child two hearts. Let the children color the hearts. Tape them together at the sides and bottom to make a pouch from the top. 
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Give the children several stickers to put in the heart. Explain that one way Jesus touches us with his love and blesses us is by giving us people who love us, such as our parents, friends, shepherds. We can share Jesus’ love with others too. By giving someone our heart full of hugs, we are passing on Jesus’ love.

Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Jesus loves me, too!

Activity 4: “Memory Verse Recall”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: last week‘s A3 visual, 3X5 cards with Bible verse words written
Memory Verse:  Romans 5:11 ~ “Through Jesus we are now God’s friends again.”
Memory Verse Learning:

Review memory verse with the help of the visual. Remove the visual and give each child one or two cards. The children need to work together to arrange the memory verse on the floor. Recite the memory verse again before prayer time.
Prayer Time: 

Have the children thank Jesus for loving them. Ask Him to help them love others. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: Xiao Er puppet; sample activities from today’s lesson.
Singing: (Optional) 
Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus is our friend…”

Kids say:  


“…Jesus loves me, too!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our friend…”
Xiao Er says: 
“Pink elephants don’t fly!”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “Polar bears don’t go bowling!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “Jesus knows how to tie His shoes!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample: “Jesus knows the verse!”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Jesus is our friend…”

Kids response: 
“…Jesus loves me, too!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our friend…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – JESUS LOVES ME, TOO!”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 36

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· treasure box (same one used in previous Bible events)—inside is a Bible covered with pretend gold coins. Also in the box is a sample of the craft from Activity 3.

· police hat

· night stick (one can be made by taping paper towel tubes together, wrapping with black electrical tape, and attaching a shoe string loop)

· police tape (available at hardware stores)
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· stick biscuit
· round corn snack
· cotton candy
· raisins
· serviettes
· water or juice
· cups
Activity 2:
· no supplies needed

Activity 3:

· several stickers per child

· photocopied heart reproducible, optional: cut out ahead of time or die cut hearts with the words “Jesus hugs you!” printed on label
· scissors, if hearts are not precut

· tape or stapler

· crayons
Activity 4:

· last week‘s A3 visual
· 3X5 cards with Bible verse words written 
Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample activities from today’s lesson
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