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Take Home Point: *JESUS KNOWS MY MISTAKES – Jesus forgives me.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Mark 14:66-72

Jesus Link: Jesus has the power to forgive me because He died on the cross in my place.
We will help children know:

· The Bible story of Peter denying that he knew Jesus.

· They also sin.

· Jesus forgave Peter, and Jesus forgives them.

We will help the children feel:

· Convicted of their sins.

· Sorry for their sins.

· Comforted by Jesus’ forgiveness.

We will help the children do:
· Watch someone playing Peter tell the Bible event of the time he denied Jesus.

· Eat chicken flavored crackers while reviewing the Bible event.

· Play a game, “Peter, Tell the Truth,” and recall that Jesus forgave Peter for not telling the truth and He forgives us when we sin.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· baseball cap

· Bible

· adult-sized Peter costume

· microphone or recording of a rooster crowing

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Rooster Picture” Craft

Activity 2: “Chicken Crackers” Snack

Activity 3: “Peter, Tell the Truth” Game

Activity 4: “Revealing by the Blood”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· rooster reproducible

· crayons

· feathers from feather duster

· glue

Activity 2:
· chicken-flavored crackers such as “Chicken in a Biscuit”

· serviettes
· cups

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· hard boiled quail eggs
Activity 4:
· whiteboard

· Mahjong paper cut into the shape of a cross
· Red poster paint
· Paint brush



	Large Group Wrap-Up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 

[image: image7.jpg]


Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; baseball cap; Bible; adult-sized Peter costume; microphone or recording of a rooster crowing

Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung comes in wearing a baseball cap and looking sad. The presenter asks what is wrong. Xiao Hung is sad because he was supposed to have a baseball game this morning but he couldn’t go because it is a Sunday and he goes to church on Sunday mornings. When he told his friends he wouldn’t be there, they started to tease him and ask, “Do you believe in that Jesus stuff?” Xiao Hung told them no. Now he feels bad because he lied. He really does believe in and love Jesus, and he thinks Jesus is mad because he lied and because he said he didn’t believe in Jesus.

The presenter tells Xiao Hung that his story is like today’s Bible event. Jesus had been arrested and Jesus’ disciple, His helper, Peter was scared. When someone asked him if he knew Jesus, he said no. He thought maybe he would be arrested, too, if he said he knew Jesus. Peter didn’t only say no one time; he said no three times. When Peter realized the bad thing he had done, he felt so bad that he cried. Later he learned  that Jesus knew what he had done, forgave him, and still loved him.

In the same way, Jesus knows what Xiao Hung did. He also knows that Xiao Hung is sorry, and Jesus forgives and still loves Xiao Hung.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point:*JESUS KNOWS MY MISTAKES—Jesus forgives me. The presenter says the first part, Xiao Hung responds with the second part. After practicing it several times, the presenter teaches it to the children.

Bible Event: A Visit from a Dramatized Character
A costumed adult presents the Bible event by telling it from a first person point of view. Explain to the children that they will meet an actor, someone pretending to be a person in today’s Bible event. Ask the children to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that this really is the person in the Bible event.

For this Bible event, have someone backstage with a microphone to make the noise of a rooster crowing or a tape of a rooster crowing.

The presenter takes out his Bible and says:

In today’s Bible event we are going to learn about a time when Peter lied and said he did not know Jesus. Earlier, Jesus had told Peter that he would deny Him, or say he didn’t know Jesus, three times before a rooster crowed. Peter told Jesus that he would never deny him, but that is exactly what happened.

Introduce the character that is pretending to be Peter. Everyone needs to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that it is Peter talking to them. Peter looks sad. He begins his story:

Peter:
Boys and girls, I want to tell you what I did. It is something I feel very bad about. I feel so bad, I wish I could change my words.

Some men had arrested Jesus. They took Him to the place of the high priest, a Jewish church presenter, who could judge Jesus. I saw Jesus being arrested and I followed them to the high priest. I was scared. (Act scared.) I was really scared. What if they arrested me, too?

They took Jesus inside. I sat in the courtyard with the guards and warmed myself by the fire. (Shiver and then rub hands together.) 
One of the servant girls came by. When she saw me she said, “You were with that Jesus.”

That scared me. What if they arrested me, too? “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” I said. Then I walked away. (Walk a few paces and then pace nervously.)
Soon the servant girl came to where I had moved and saw me again. (Use loud voice.) “This man is one of Jesus’ followers,” she said to the people standing nearby.

I wished she would stop saying that. What if they arrested me, too? “I am not!” I answered. “I tell you, I don’t know Him.” 

After a little while, the people standing nearby said, “You must be one of Jesus’ followers.”

Now I was really, really scared. I was sure that I would be arrested like Jesus. “No!” I said. “No! No! No! I don’t know Him and I am not with Him!” I yelled.

Then the rooster crowed. (Rooster crows from off stage.) I remembered what Jesus had said, that before the rooster crowed, I would say three times I didn’t know Him.

How could I do such a thing? How could I say I didn’t even know Jesus, my Savior and Lord? I love Him. How could I say I didn’t know Him? I felt bad. I felt really, really bad. I didn’t care anymore if I was arrested or not. All I cared about was that I had denied I knew Jesus. I began to cry.

Jesus, I’m sorry. If I could change my words, I would. Oh, Jesus, I am so sorry.

Peter walks offstage and presenter comes back onstage. Presenter speaks:

Boy, does Peter feel bad. He made a big mistake. What he did was a sin. He chose to do something wrong. He chose to lie and say he didn’t know Jesus.

But this story doesn’t end with bad news. What Peter didn’t know was that Jesus would die on the cross—but He wouldn’t stay dead. On Easter morning, Jesus came back alive. Jesus knew the mistake Peter had made. He knew Peter’s sin, but He didn’t stop loving Peter. Because Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for Peter’s sin, He forgave Peter.

We also make mistakes and sin. We hit our brother or sister, refuse to share our toys, fail to pick up our rooms when our moms tell us to, we whine, we have temper tantrums, and we slam our bedroom doors. Jesus knows every time we do something wrong. But Jesus still loves us. And when we love Jesus and are sorry for our sins, He forgives us.

Practice the take home point with the children: *JESUS KNOWS MY MISTAKES—Jesus forgives me. End with a brief prayer with children repeating after each line.
Dear Jesus, (repeat)
You know my mistakes. (repeat)
Yet You still love me. (repeat)
You know my sins. (repeat)
Yet You forgive me. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What did Peter do wrong? (He said he didn’t know Jesus, even though he was a follower of Jesus.)

How did Peter feel when he realized what he had done? (He felt bad, sad, sorry.)
What did Jesus do? (He forgave Peter.)
What are some sins that children do? (Answers will vary but may include lying, not sharing, fighting, not following directions, etc.)
Why does Jesus forgive us? (He loves us and died on the cross for us.)
Activity 1: “Rooster Picture” Craft
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Supplies needed: rooster reproducible; crayons; feathers from feather duster; glue

To make, have the children color the rooster and glue the feathers on the tail. As the children work, review the Bible event. When finished, discuss the meaning of the picture.

“Cock-a-doodle-doo! I know Jesus, too!” What do you know about Jesus? (Answers will vary but may include that He was born in a stable, He died on the cross, He did miracles, He loves me, etc.) 
The best thing we know about Jesus is that He died on the cross so that when we sin as Peter did, we can be forgiven. Peter said He didn’t know Jesus. Let’s tell everyone that we know Jesus and tell them the good news that their sins, the bad choices they make, are forgiven!

Practice the take home point: *JESUS KNOWS MY MISTAKES—Jesus forgives me.

Activity 2: “Chicken Crackers” Snack

Supplies needed: chicken-flavored crackers; serviettes; cups; water or juice
Point out to the children that the crackers are chicken flavored and roosters are boy chickens. As the children eat, review the Bible event. Practice the take home point: *JESUS KNOWS MY MISTAKES—Jesus forgives me.
Activity 3: “Peter, Tell the Truth” Game

Supplies needed: hard boiled quail eggs
To play: 

1. Have the children sit in a circle with their hands behind their backs.

2. One child sits in the middle.

3. While the child in the middle (“it”) closes her eyes, the shepherd goes around the circle and places a quail egg into the hands of one of the children.

4. “It” opens her eyes and looks at all the children, trying to tell by the looks on their faces who has the egg.

5. “It” points to a child and says, “Peter, tell the truth. Do you have the egg?”

6. If “Peter” has the egg, he says yes. If not, he says no.

7. If the answer is yes, Peter opens the egg and gives a quail egg to “It.”

8. If the answer is no, Peter gets a quail egg.

9. Peter goes in the middle and “It” joins the circle.

10. Continue playing as time and interest allow.

11. At the end of the game, make sure that any child who has not had a quail egg gets one or two.

To discuss:

In the Bible event, Peter didn’t tell the truth, but Jesus forgave him. We also sin and Jesus forgives us, too. What are some sins we do?

Practice the take home point: *JESUS KNOWS MY MISTAKES—Jesus forgives me.
Activity 4: “Revealing by the Blood”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: White board; Mahjong paper; red poster paint; paint brush.
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Memory Verse:  Romans 5:9 ~ We have been made right 
with God by the blood of Christ’s death.
Memory Verse Learning:

Cut a broad cross from a mahjong paper and paste it onto 
the white board. To teach the verse, the shepherd uses 
a brush to write two words at a time. After each writing, 
the children read out loud the words. This continues 
until the whole verse is revealed. Recite several times 
with the children. (Keep the cross for lesson 48.)
Prayer Time: 

Have the children ask Jesus for forgiving specific sins and thank Him for dying on the cross so they could be forgiven. 

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: Xiao Er puppet; sample materials from small group activities
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:

Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus knows my mistakes…”

Kids say:  


“…Jesus forgives me.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:“Jesus knows my mistakes…”
Xiao Er says: 
Because I have peanut butter between my toes!”
Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity. Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “And he doesn’t turn me into a chicken cracker!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “And keeps me from hiding jelly beans!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample: “I don’t want to write with blood!”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

“Jesus knows my mistakes…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Jesus forgives me.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus knows my mistakes…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS KNOWS MY MISTAKES – Jesus forgive me.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 46

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· baseball cap

· Bible

· adult-sized Peter costume

· microphone or recording of a rooster crowing

Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· rooster reproducible

· crayons

· feathers from feather duster
· glue

Activity 2:
· chicken-flavored crackers such as “Chicken in a Biscuit”

· serviettes
· cups

· water or juice
Activity 3:

· hard boiled quail eggs
Activity 4:

· white board

· Mahjong paper cut into the shape of 
           a cross
· red poster paint

· paint brush.

(Keep this poster for lesson 48.)

Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· samples from today’s small group 
           activities
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Peter Denies Jesus





Cock-a-doodle-doo!


I do love Jesus, too!
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